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We are very
excited to connect with
all of you with our first
newsletter produced by our new Executive Director, Jayme
Hall. For those of you that haven’t yet had the pleasure of meeting
Jayme, please make an effort to do so very soon. We’re confident
you’ll love the energy and ideas he brings to this role and the board
and I couldn’t be more excited for the future of the Okotoks
Chamber under his administrative guidance.
I’ll certainly hope to see many of you this coming week at the
annual Chamber Christmas Social out at Lynnwood Ranch. This
will be the last event before our 2018 Annual General Meeting (Jan Chamber President Andrew Gustafson
17), where we’ll be electing a new board to oversee the growth and evolution of the Chamber for the next
year. If you would like to represent your business on our board, we’ll be excited to see a nomination form from
you. This can be found on our website. Nominations are due no later than Jan 3. This will also be the date that
I’ll hand over the Presidency to our current Vice President, Sara Noyes. Having served on the Chamber board
for the past 4 years, Sara brings the necessary experience and connections to ensure a smooth transition. She’s
been working hard on our 2018 strategy plan and budget, and I can’t wait to assist in its roll out as the Past
President. Although we’ve had some ups and downs, it has been a pleasure to serve you over the past 2 years
and I’m looking forward to continuing to connect with you in a new capacity.
Finally, please accept my warmest wishes to you, your staff, and your families as we come into the Christmas
Season. I wish you much happiness at home, and tremendous success with your business. From all of us at the
Chamber of Commerce office and board, a very Merry Christmas to all of you.

Light Up Okotoks: Another Magical Night!
The town of okotoks, business, and the community
came together for another fantastic Light Up Okotoks
celebration! The weather… cold, as always, but the
spirit of Okotoks was alive as thousands of locals and
visitors flooded into downtown Okotoks to get into the
Christmas spirit and treat themselves to hot chocolate,
treats, a warm fire (or 20) and some great deals from
local merchants! Hats off to the Town
for another amzing event!

Jayme Hall, Chamber Executive Director takes a selfie on the Light Up Okotoks Stage.

Have you got your tickets yet?
The Okotoks & District Chamber of Commerce is so excited to celebrate
Christmas with you! Join us on Thursday Decemebr 7th at Lynnwood
Ranch for: Christmas At The Ranch!
Meet and mingle with other members of the Chamber of Commerce and
celebrate the holiday season! Enjoy a delicious sit down turkey dinner
and get ready to have some fun with Name That Tune and Minute to win
it!
Sponsorship Opprutunities Available!
Get your tickets today!
Call 403 938 2848
www.okotokschamber.ca

Okotoks Council Speaks To Chamber Membership at November Lunch:
For the first time in over 5 months The
Okotoks & District Chamber of Commerce held a
Luncheon at D’Arcy Ranch Golf Course in
Okotoks. We invited Okotoks Town Council to
come speak to the membership on their first month
of this new term. The conversation was highly
reflective of the happenings on social media during
this campaign and there was some great discussion
on how to get the young voter population more
engaged. Thank you to Council for sharing!

Okotoks Town Council. (Photo Courtesy: Tanya Thorn

The Okotoks & District Chamber of Commerce is holding their AGM on
Wednesday January 17 at Crystal Ridge Golf Course in Okotoks
Tickets are $30 for members or $37 for non-members
Interested in being on the 2018 board of directors? Fill out an application
form by vising www.okotokschambe.ca
To get tickets call the chamber office 403 938 2848 or visit the events calendar on the Chamber’s website.
www.okotokschamber.ca

VALUE ADDED MEMBER BENEFITS
The Okotoks & Distrcit Chamber Of Commerce is a proud
memebr of the Alberta Chamber of Commerce, meaning our
memebrs have accces to several value added member benefits
to find out more visit
http://www.abchamber.ca/pages/ValueAddedBenefits1

The Okotoks & District Chamber of Commerce is also proud to partner with different community
organizations! One of our latest partnerships is with Community Futures Highwood: For more information
check out the member benefits value added potion of www.okotokschamber.ca

BUSINESS BOOT CAMP SERIES: BUSINESS
ORGANIZATION
Name: Business Boot Camp Series Business Organization
Date: December 11, 2017
Time: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM MST
Website: https://okotoksbusinessorganizing.eventbrite.ca
Event Description: Okotoks Business Boot Camp
BUSINESS ORGANIZATION
Presenters: Robin Platz F3 Organizing
How to organize a functional workspace, resulting in well-run operations. Includes required systems, software,
time management and more.
DEADLINE TO REGISTER FRIDAY DEC 8, 2017
LIMITED TO 20 PARTICIPANTS

Tammy Williams
tammy@twilliamsfinancial.ca
403 540 0420
Todd Williams
todd@twilliamnsfinancial.ca
403 540 1117

Have you ever considered becoming a Chamber of Commerce board member?

Are you a do-er, a go-getter, a type of
person that doesn’t like to just
observe but likes to be an influential
part of what is happening in your
community. In my experience I have
witnessed that most successful
business people are that type of
person. Being on the Chamber board
means just that, and is very positive
and gratifying. You will have a great
deal of influence as to what direction
your Chamber is heading, how it can
contribute to your community and
aid and assist the business
community. Board members steer
the Chamber by maintaining it as an
important viable organization. Call
me and I will be happy to explain the
whole process. Once you have a better idea of what being a board
member means you will be able to
make an informed decision. Call me,
Jayme, anytime 403-938-2848

To access our online application visit
www.okotokschamber.ca

Being a member of the Okotoks & District Chamber of Commerce is GREAT!
Call us today! 403 938 2848

Annual Golf Tournament, Trade & Lifestyle Show, Christmas Party, Monthly Luncheons, Networking, Referrals,
Advertising and More!

Changes coming to small business in 2018…. Have you chatted with your accountant?
Harlene Day: Wealthco
As most of you know, Finance has announced some changes over the past few months that will have an impact on all
small businesses in our community. A very large number of associations banded together for a joint submission to
Finance outlining their concerns. The Alberta and Canadian Chambers of Commerce have been vocal about their
opposition as well. The Government received over 20,000 submissions at a time when many farmers were in the fields
and Canadians were on holidays, which speaks to the level of concern.
Since that time, the following have been announced while others
are work in progress. The main topics were income sprinkling,
passive investment income, Lifetime capital gains exemptions,
and intergenerational transfer of a business.
This is the current situation, although all business owners are
encouraged to visit their accountant to be sure how these
measures effect their own personal situation.
Firstly, there is a reduction is the Small Business Deduction Tax
Rate. Effective January 1 2018 the rate will drop to 10.5% and
9% January 1 2019. Although this appears to be good news
there is also a change to the Non-Eligible Tax Rate that will offset some of this, so again, consult your professionals.
Income Sprinkling: This was a method whereby business owners could pay family members from their corporation and
have that income taxed at the level of the recipient. This will still be allowed but with some caveats on it. There is
coming a reasonableness test that will be based on the contributions made by that person to the business. TIP: consult
with your tax professional about a dividend before the year end if this is a concern. Also enquire as to whether any
capital gains need to be triggered.
Passive Investment Income: This is a large concern to business owners, especially those who have been in business for
many years and have faithfully saved monies to cover future expense, maternity leave or retirement income. The
Government has said now that this amount can be protected and the income from that but needs to be tracked going
forward, For new investments anything over 50K a year will be taxed at the new rate. Draft legislation will accompany
the Budget is 2018. TIP: Consider alternative investments that can be used so that the future growth will be under the
amount mentioned above.
These proposals have caused concern not only for business owners but also their advisors. There will be more
bookkeeping and record keeping needed going forward. There is a lot of moving parts and uncertainty that is causing
planning problems for everyone. As everyone’s circumstance is different members are again encouraged to use these
notes as a guide only and to seek out professional advice as it pertains to their situation.

Several of our members can help you be prepared.
Visit the Member Directory https://okotokschamber.ca/list/

Thank you to our Sponsors:
Signature Drink Sponsor: The Okotoks Dawgs
Entertainment Sponsor: Kathy & JD Most Wanted Real Estate
Photobooth Sponsor: Still Available
Other Sponsors:
Cobs Bread Okotoks
Infinite Chartered Accountants
Harlene Day: Wealthco
Brown Sugar Bakeshop
Wildrose Jewelry
Get your tickets today! Call 403 938 2848 or visit www.okotokschamber.ca

MEMBER 2 MEMBER DEALS
AND DISCOUNTS:

New customers get 10% off support
services for first month.
403 478 6382

10% off Advertising Yes, Okotoks Living Magazine works!
403 532 3101

Member discounts on auto and home insurance through Economical
Select at McFarlane Agencies: 403 938 4898

Adding a member 2 member deal or discount is FREE of charge! Visit www.okotokschamber.ca or
call Jayme at the office 403 938 2848!

Thank you to the fine folks at 2 Birds
Furniture INC for inviting the Okotoks &
District Chamber of Commerce to their
open house in November.. It was a great
rum, eggnog and cheese event! It was also
fantastic to meet the talented team at 2
Birds. They are artists that are capable of
doing some amazing things!
To find out more visit our member
directory! www.okotokschamber.ca

Robyn and Raveigh At 2 Birds Open House (Photo: Susan Baxter)

THE CP HOLIDAY TRAIN IS COMING
TO OKOTOKS!!
When: December 10th 2017 @ 12:00 P.M.
Where: Daggett Street between Northridge Drive and Veterans Way.
Why: BECAUSE IT’S GOING TO BE AMAZING.
Who: Performances by: Allan Doyle and the Beautiful Band.

Thank you to Rustic Planet Furniture for
inviting the Okotoks & District Chamber of
Commerce to their open house this past
October.. It was a great event and enjoyed
by everyone!
To find out more visit our member
directory! www.okotokschamber.ca

Add a holiday greeting in our next newsletter for your business!
Special December introductory rate of $20
This is for members only!
Our next newsletter is coming December 22 2017

Feel like you need to focus on your business?
Need assistance maneuvering through your options?

Attend an Entrepreneurial or Small Business Booster!
These 1 hour workshops will help connect you with services available for small
businesses and entrepreneurs in the Foothills region. One-on-one coaching sessions
are also available after the workshops. Don’t miss out on this great opportunity!
January 8, 2018 - Exploring Entrepreneurship…Is It Right For Me?
Presented by Suzanne Ebelher
February 5, 2018 - Cutting the Red Tape: An Introduction to Business Regulations
Presented by Meredith Perich
March 5, 2018 - Developing Your Business Idea With the Business Model Canvas
Presented by Wendy Muise
May 7, 2018 - Making Market Research Work For Your Business Plan
Presented by Meredith Perich
June 4, 2018 - Considering Becoming an Independent Contractor?
Presented by Holly Atjecoutay
October 1, 2018 - Show Me the Money: Financing Options for Small Business
Presented by Suzanne Ebelher
November 5, 2018 - Social Enterprise 101
Presented by Meredith Perich

Workshops will be held at the Bow Valley College High River Campus,
2nd Floor, 710 Centre Street SE, from 12 - 1pm.

Registration opens December 1, 2017 at www.BusinessLink.ca
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