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PRESIDENT MESSAGE
This is an exciting
‘blurb’ to write for you
because of all of the
things we’ve been up
to on your behalf.
Jayme and I had the
honour of attending
the Deputy Ministers
Dinner hosted by
the Alberta Chambers of Commerce in
Edmonton last week. This event gives
Chamber representatives an opportunity
to ask direct questions to the Deputy
Ministers and be responded to right then
and there. Seizing this moment I asked 2
questions:
The first was water related. I stated our
background and our struggle to have
government respond to our needs. I asked
how we get on their priority list and
how these projects get approved. The
Environment Deputy responded that they
are working diligently on this particular
file and understand it as a priority.
Later I was told attendees thought the
Environment Deputy had given me one
of the most thoughtful, complete answers
of the evening. This is good! Earlier in
the day when we heard a keynote from
the Minister of Economic Development I
framed the question to him as well, stating
that without water we are economically
stranded and this must be resolved for
our prosperity. The more people in
Government who listen to us and push this
forward, the better off we are.
My second question focused on changes
to Employment Standards and has turned
out surprisingly well. The changes make
the calculation of General Holiday Pay
(“Stats”) onerous and difficult compared
to the old way. It takes longer to calculate
and the results don’t always make sense.
My request was to extend the calculation
period slightly so that businesses could use
the most recent complete month of payrolls
to calculate from. The Deputy Minister

of Labour stood up and made it clear
he wanted to continue this conversation
offline; that they knew with sweeping
changes not everything was perfect.
I received a personal call on Friday
night from the Director of Employment
Standards questioning me further, who
agreed that my examples sounded
frustrating. As I write this I am recently off
the phone with another Manager from
Employment Standards and Mandy (my
boss at Cactus Club Salon & Spa) and I
will be meeting with the policy developers
to go through our ‘real-world’ example
of how these changes backfired for
businesses. They listened and responded
and that’s the best possible outcome!
Third, and perhaps most important, is
that our Board ratified our ‘Red Carpet,
Not Red Tape’ policy at our November
meeting and we’ll be taking that public
in December. This policy addresses local
issues YOU, our members are having with
Economic Development and this gives us a
real opportunity to open a dialogue with
the Town.
This is your Chamber in action, in support
of your businesses and we hope that our
advocacy for you, our members, makes a
difference to you. We have a strong voice
both locally and provincially because of
our involvement in the Chamber network.
We’re very proud of this and plan to
increase these efforts in 2019.
The Chamber would like to extend a warm
welcome to Angela Groeneveld as the
new Manager of Economic Development
with the Town of Okotoks. We are looking
very forward to working with Angela who
is a strong advocate of Chambers and
all of the work we do to support local
businesses!
Wishing you all a very white December!
Sara Noyes
President

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS
• Alpine Water Works Ltd.
• Heartland Cafe & Restaurant
• neoLABEL
• Okotoks Tinting
• One Collective
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If you would like
to host one of our popular
Biz after 5 events in 2019,
please contact us!

JOIN US FOR AN ADVENTURE TO...

11-Day Trip
For Only

MARCH 30 - APRIL 9, 2019

2,299*

$

Roundtrip international airfare & Chinese domestic airfare & tax for your Trip
4-and 5-star hotel accommodations • 3 meals each day • Deluxe bus tours
Includes fluent English-speaking tour guides • Entrance fees for attractions
Day 1 - YYC/Beijing
Check in at Calgary International Airport for an afternoon
flight. Your adventure begins as you cross the international
dateline.
Day 2 - Beijing
Arrive in Beijing, the Capital of China by midnight. You will
be met at the airport by your tour guide and transferred to the
hotel.
Day 3 - 4 Beijing
Visit the Tian An Men Square, the largest square in the world,
the Palace Museum, also known as the Forbidden City, home
of 24 emperors with a total space of 9,999 rooms, and the
Summer Palace, featuring the Long Corridor with painted
gallery, Kunming Lake and Longevity Hill, Seventeen Arch
Bridge and the Marble Boat. Tour to the Lama Temple and the
Temple of Heaven, built in 1420 A.D., where the emperors
prayed to the heavens for a good harvest.
Day 5 - Beijing
Bus excursion to the Great Wall, the 4,000 mile long and
2,000 year old construction is said to be the only man-made
structure visible by the naked eye from the moon. Visit the Ming
Tombs. One of the 13 Ming Emperors’ Tombs is fully excavated
and open for exploration.

Day 6 - 7 Beijing/Shanghai/Suzhou
Fly to Shanghai, followed by a bus trip to Suzhou for the
Lingering Garden, Tiger Hill, Hanshan Temple and the National
Embroidery Institute to see silk embroidery, a local craft with
thousands of years of history. Dinner this evening will include a
show featuring traditional Chinese music.
Day 8 - Suzhou/Hangzhou
Morning tour bus excursion to Hangzhou for a visit to the
Economic Development Zone and the centuries-old Lingyin
Temple, featuring a 64.3 foot high camphor-wood carving of
Buddha.
Day 9 - Hangzhou/Shanghai
Morning boat cruise on West Lake with relaxing stopover at
jewel-like pagodas and tea houses. Afternoon tour bus trip to
Shanghai.
Day 10 Shanghai
Visit the Yu Garden, a maze of marvelous pavilions, ponds,
rocky works and overarching trees. Also visit the Bund,
Shanghai’s famous waterfront park. Tour the Pudong Economic
Development Zone.
Day 11 - Shanghai/Beijing/YYC
Morning for free. The afternoon flight will depart by 1:30 pm for
Calgary where you will arrive at 10:30 am on the same day.

• Price reflects Double occupancy
• Add $500 for single occupancy
• Everything on the itinerary included
• Add $6,000 to fly international Business Class

• Welcome to join our orientation meeting
• Optional Tours are available
• Valid passport and visa required
• Free Business Conference Option

Join the Okotoks Chamber Trip, with business leaders and friends for this once in a lifetime
China Adventure. Space is limited. Please call Jayme at the Chamber for details 403-938-2848,
please send registration form to office@okotokschamber.ca Website www.okotokschamber.ca
Tour Operator: Citslinc 1.844.262.1100 Email citslinc@yahoo.com Website www.citslinc.org

Christmas at the Ranch
November 23rd, 2018

What a night!
Over 150 people attended
this awesome party!
Amazing music, food and dancing!
Let’s do it again next year!

UPCOMING
EVENTS
SAVE THE DATE
Okotoks Chamber AGM
January 23rd, 11:30am
Crystal Ridge Golf Club

Book your spot for
now for

THE 2019
TRADE AND
LIFESTYLE
SHOW
April 12 & 13 at the
Okotoks Recreation Centre!
403.938.2848
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Get the most out of your
Chamber Membership with

MEMBER TO
MEMBER DEALS

Does your business have an offer
or promotion to benefit fellow
Chamber members?

Contact us today and your offer will be posted on

okotokschamber.ca/membertomember

10% off any ad size

for all Okotoks & District Chamber Members
in Okotoks Living magazine or any
of our other publications.
(403) 532-3101

5% off all Services

From Lube Town Okotoks
(403) 995-9565

Group Auto and Home Insurance
McFarlane Agencies Ltd - Okotoks
(403) 938-4898

$1000 off Spas and Supply deals!
￼ Western Tub & Pool - Okotoks
(403) 248-0777

Chamber Members Get Free Profile
and 20% Discount on Websites
www.shopokotoks.ca (403) 836-8585

5% off all Purchases

The George Traditional House - Okotoks
(403) 938-5000

25% Off Party Trays at Save On Foods
Save On Foods - Okotoks
(587) 581-5541

20% off your Purchase

Like us! Follow us!

For more information or to register visit
okotokschamber.ca/events/calendar
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The Canadian Brewhouse - Okotoks
(403) 995-5735

10% off All Tinting and Paint
Protection film installation
Okotoks Tinting

(403) 874-5730

VALUE ADDED MEMBER BENEFITS
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Todd Williams
Todd Williams
todd@twilliamnsfinancial.ca
todd@twilliamnsfinancial.ca
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403
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todd@twilliamnsfinancial.ca
403 540 1117
For a free quote contact
Tammy Williams
tammy@twilliamsfinancial.ca
403 540 0420
Todd Williams
todd@twilliamnsfinancial.ca
403 540 1117

CAR AND HOME INSURANCE

YOUR GROUP
ADVANTAGE AWAITS

SAVING ON CAR AND HOME INSURANCE IS GREAT.
WE MAKE IT SIMPLE, TOO.

Did you know that with Okotoks Chamber of Commerce you have access to exclusive
discounts on car and home insurance through Economical Select®? Plus, you could save
even more if you’re claims-free, conviction-free, or bundling multiple polices.

See the difference your group advantage could make!

Call for a quote today.
403-938-4898

mcfarlaneagencies.com
Find out more at economicalselect.com. Enter group discount code M2200.
Economical Insurance includes the following companies: Economical Mutual Insurance Company, The Missisquoi Insurance Company, Perth Insurance Company, Waterloo Insurance Company, Family Insurance Solutions Inc., Sonnet Insurance Company,
Petline Insurance Company. Economical Select® is underwritten by Waterloo Insurance Company (underwritten by The Missisquoi Insurance Company in Quebec). Due to government insurance plans, Economical Select does not offer auto insurance in
British Columbia, Saskatchewan or Manitoba. Economical Select does not offer insurance in Newfoundland and Labrador, Northwest Territories, Nunavut or Yukon. The agreement between Economical Select and your group sponsor may be terminated in
accordance with its terms. Upon such termination, Economical Select will continue to provide the program to existing policyholders until their respective renewal dates. Discount rating is based on a standard Economical Select auto and/or home insurance
policy with no previous discounts applied and does not take into consideration other insurance provider policy rates. ©2018 Economical Insurance. All rights reserved. All Economical intellectual property, including but not limited to Economical® and
related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Economical Mutual Insurance Company and/or its subsidiaries and/or affiliates and are registered and/or used in Canada. All other intellectual property is the property of their respective owners.

“Our goal is to address each patient as an individual and use the intelligent healing
power of nature to help the patient achieve their optimal health.”
Dr. Joe Klassen, ND

A Sampling of the Services we Offer
Naturopathic Assessment

Colon hydrotherapy

Digestive Health

Adrenal Fatigue

Hormone Testing & Balancing

Food Sensitivity Testing

Managing skin disorders

Thyroid Testing and Balancing

Children’s Health Concerns

And much more…

We offer healthy science-based alternatives for the whole family. We are committed
to helping you achieve your goals using safe and proven methods.
Check your Chamber of Commerce Group Benefits plan for Naturopathic Coverage
and then use it before you lose it for 2018! Please give our office a call if you have
questions regarding Naturopathic Medicine.

www.fishcreek.ca
380 CANYON MEADOWS DR. SE
CALGARY, AB
403-271-4500
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED JUST OFF MACLEOD TRAIL ON CANYON MEADOWS DR.
Regular Hours: Tuesday/ Wednesday 12-8, Thursday/Friday 9-4, Saturdays 9-2
Holiday exceptions may apply

Introducing ...

We’ve listened to our Members,
and we’ve revamped our E-blast criteria.

Do you have an event, a new staff
member or a new service you’d like
to let the membership know about?
The Member Memo is just the place to
spread the word.

MEMBER

MEMOS

For $25 per post, Okotoks Chamber Members
will be featured in our NEW Member Memos,
published on the second Friday of each month.

(Formerly offered as email e-blasts.)

Send us an email or give us a call and we’d
love to have you featured in our next edition.

2018 Board of Directors

Cheryl Olson

Kathy Thirsk

Robin Mitchell

Harlene Day

Dawn LeMaistre

Sara Noyes

Andrew Gustafson

Andrew Best

Jody Sanderson

Adam Stepa

Clint Pigeon

Gino De Paoli

Andrea Glowatsky

Warren Carriere

