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Gratitude For 10 Years of Support
It shouldn’t surprise anyone that I have every issue of CONNECTIONS in
labeled binders starting with August 2009. That very first issue focused on
the importance of collaboration vs competition and I hope you’ll agree that
we’ve practiced what we preached with other Chambers, the City of Kent,
Kent State University and Kent State Athletics over the years. The goal
was always to find a variety of ways to work together and engage
members of the business community with one another in order to expand
their circle of influence via networking events, as well as with the University’s various
departments and sports programs.
I couldn’t be more appreciative of all of the support throughout my 10 years as the KACC’s
Executive Director. The outpouring of congratulations and well wishes via email, text, cards
and at our various events over the last couple of weeks has been overwhelming as well as
humbling. With each ‘last’ – Festival of Lights, KACC Luncheon, Ribbon Cutting, Breakfast
Blender and Breakfast With the City Manager – experienced, the reality of how much being a
part of the Kent community, and its business community in particular means, brought me to
tears more than once.
I want to thank the KACC Board of Directors for their support and leadership over the years,
and know the person they select as the next Executive Director will raise the bar and take the
Chamber to an even higher level of success in the years to come.
I wish you all nothing but the best and continued blessings.

3rd

1st Friday On the Go Networking
@ Great Lakes Honda – 8:00 am

9th

Luncheon @ KSU Hotel & Conference Center
Speaker: Rod Flauhaus, May 4th,
50th Commemoration Project Manager
Sponsor: Redwood Apartments - Kent
Reservations due January 7th

15th KACC $cholarship Bourbon Dinner
@ Little City Grill
6:30 pm

See
Page 2

22nd Breakfast With the City Manager
@ Mike’s Place
7:45 am (if ordering)
8:00 am

See
Page 3

28th Breakfast Blender @ Little City Grill
7:45 am (if ordering)
8:00 am

See
Page 3

KACC Kicks Off 2020 Membership Campaign

Flauhaus to Speak at KACC
Luncheon

Though it’s been said a number of times, this definitely deserves repeating...THANK YOU again
for a great 2019. Your support is greatly appreciated and we hope you see the benefit and value of
KACC membership. Please take a moment to look at page 8 for “2019 By The Numbers” for a
snapshot look at the past year. Also, hopefully you saw the 2-page, full-color ad in the RecordCourier on Sunday, December 15th. This is our way of saying THANK YOU to our members!

Join us on Thursday, January 9th at the Kent
State Hotel & Conference Center for the KACC’s
monthly luncheon. Rod Flauhaus, Project
Manager of the May 4th, 50th Commemoration, will
be the featured guest speaker.

Your 2020 membership renewal invoice will be mailed out today (January 2nd). The official
membership campaign runs through March 31st. However, if payment is received by February 1st,
as a THANK YOU, you will be included in a full-page, color ad to appear in the Record-Courier on
Sunday, February 16th. Subsequent renewal reminders will be sent via email in February and
March.

Luncheon Sponsor: Redwood Apartments - Kent

The KACC prides itself in providing unique opportunities for member investors through committee
involvement, advertising and sponsorships, networking opportunities and special events. In
2019, the KACC provided its members
with nearly 130 such opportunities! We will
continue to work hard for our members to
deliver programs and provide activities
that will increase Chamber membership
and add measurable value to Chamber
membership investments.
We hope you agree that KACC
membership is well worth your investment
of time and money. We look forward to
working together to make 2020 a
prosperous one for everyone.

Networking – 11:30 am. Lunch/Program to
follow at Noon. Reservations are due no later
than Tuesday, January 7th. Make reservations
at www.kentbiz.com.
Cost:
$20 - KACC members/guests – (includes meal +
50/50 ticket). Non-members - $25. Note that noshows will be invoiced. Walk-ins will be charged
$30!

First Friday Networking On The Go To Celebrate FIVE
Years in 2020!
Executive Board
Karen Hillman, President
Keller Williams Greater Cleveland Southeast
Mary Kline, 1st Vice President
Kent State University Hotel & Conference Center
Mike Beder, 2nd Vice President
Water Street Tavern

David Smeiles, Treasurer
Portage Community Bank

Patrick Madonio, Secretary
Brimfield Insurance

Amanda Senn, Recent Past President
The NEW Center

In August, 2015, three Chambers of Commerce (Cuyahoga Falls, Kent and Twinsburg)
collaborated on a new networking event known as First Friday On The Go hosted by our friends
at Great Lakes Honda. Now, nearing the five year anniversary, 10 Chambers now work together
on this member benefit.
In celebration, our generous hosts, spearheaded by dealership owner, Joey Huang and Kent’s
own Marvin ‘Tip’ Maffett, Inventory Manager, are offering a convertible for a month.
Here are the rules – for each First Friday you attend January thru June, your name will go in the
drawing to be held on Friday, August 7th. That’s up to six chances. Winner must be present on
August 7th and be a member in good standing with one of the participating Chambers.
Take advantage of this great networking collaboration and maybe you’ll be tooling around in a
convertible for a month, courtesy of Great Lakes Honda!

Board of Directors
Kelvin Berry
Kent State University

Daniel Caparso
AssuredPartners Consulting

Casey Cegles
KSU Intercollegiate Athletics

Mary Jo Cline
AMETEK

Janet Coon
Northeast Ohio Medical University (NEOMED)

Elizabeth Eaken
Metis Construction Services

Michelle Hartman, Honorary
The Burbick Companies

Jennifer Lennox
The Davey Tree Expert Co.

Maggie McKendry
KSU Intercollegiate Athletics/Kent Jaycees

Stephanie Montgomery
UH Portage Medical Center

Roger Sidoti
City of Kent, City Council

Tom Wilke
City of Kent

Marcus Wright
Keller Williams Chervenic Realty

Staff
Lori M. Wemhoff, Executive Director
Anne E. Moneypenny, Executive Assistant

The Kent Area Chamber of Commerce is a nonprofit organization dedicated to its members,
their growth and success, and the economic
development of the overall business community.
The KACC is not affiliated with, nor pays
membership dues to any politically-based
organization–local, state, regional or national.
The KACC also has a neutral position on any
individual in public office.

Next time you’re on Facebook, be sure to check out the Kent Area
Chamber of Commerce page. There you’ll find Weekly Updates,
Reminders and photos from events. Also, we’re more than happy
to SHARE member posts!
We’re also on Twitter — @KentAreaChamber. Check there for
updates as well...and of course, feel free to re-tweet!
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Breakfast With the City
nd
Manager...January 22
Make it a New Years resolution to attend
the KACC’s monthly Breakfast With the
City Manager in 2020, starting on
Wednesday, January 22nd. Dave Ruller will
bring us up to date and enlighten us on
what’s going on in Kent. If you’d like to
order breakfast, please plan to get there
by 7:45 am so Dave can start promptly at
8:00 am.

Submitted by Jack Murphy

On behalf of the Kent Jaycees, we want to thank everyone in the
community for their support this year in helping us raise over $86,000
for the community. We finished the year strong with our Polar Express
event which, although only one weekend this year was a full house! We
would like to thank the people who donated tickets to the Polar Express
this year, which helped make a special impact in our community by
allowing those to attend who might not have been able to.
In addition, we are welcoming our
two newest members, Nate
Robbins (Hometown Bank) and
Calley Mitchell (Talk on SpeechLanguage Therapy) who were
sworn in during our December
meeting. We also wanted to thank
the Kent Police Department for
allowing us to use their Community
Room in the new Police Station for our December membership
meeting.

Please join us at Little City Grill on Tuesday, January 28th for the kickoff to Breakfast Blender 2020. We’ll brainstorm ideas for topics that the
group would like to hear more about or share information on throughout
the upcoming year.

Coming up in 2020, we are beginning the year with our Reverse Raffle,
Saturday February 14th at Laziza. This is one of our largest events of the
year, where we will be providing heavy hors d'oeuvres, open bar, and a
1 in 200 chance to win the grand prize of $3,000. This year the Reverse
Raffle beneficiary will be the Kent Historical Society, to help with their
May 4th, 50th Commemoration. Please reach out to any member of the
Kent Jaycees to get tickets, or look for them online at
www.kentjaycees.com

If you plan to order breakfast, we ask that you arrive by 7:45 am so the
servers can take orders and our speaker can begin at 8:00 am.

Lastly, we wanted to wish everybody a happy holidays and we are
looking forward to seeing you in 2020.

Breakfast Blender is another “Members Only” benefit we encourage
you to take advantage of. This is a collaborative effort between the Kent
and Streetsboro Chambers.

Are You Looking For a Mentor?
Does your New Years Resolution for 2020 include wanting to expand
your circle of influence, grow as a professional, and find someone in
the Kent business community to meet and learn from? If so, the
KACC’s Mentorship Committee wants to hear from you.
It doesn’t matter your age or years in a particular profession, everyone
can use a sounding board to share ideas with every now and then. The
KACC’s Mentorship Committee would love to hear from you if you’re
looking for a Mentor, or anyone interested in BEING a Mentor. For
more information, contact Amanda Senn at asenn@signetre.com
Kent...a great place to live, work, play and do business!
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December At A Glance

Festival of Lights
Ribbon Cutting @ Kent Healthcare & Rehabilitation

1st Friday On The Go @
Great Lakes Honda

KACC Luncheon @ Bistro on Main
Speaker: Bill Childers, President/CEO
United Way of Portage County
Sponsor: Anne Moneypenny, Jack Kohl Realty

Collected donations
for Kent Social Services/Miller House
Ribbon Cutting @ Twist Candy Co.
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Your KACC membership comes with a plethora of benefits, 10 of which we list on our
website. Below is a recap of some added benefits we hope you’ll take advantage of.
Stay tuned for additions to this list...

Refer A New Member

THANK YOU to the following
NEW members
in 2020...
Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank

Don’t forget that if you refer a new KACC member, you’ll
receive a FREE business card ad in a future issue of
CONNECTIONS. This is a great (and easy) way to help
another business as well as your own. NOTE: There is
NO limit on the number of referrals/free ads.

Anything Electric
Arby’s Restaurant Group
ASPIRE
Mockingbird Bakery
NAMI Portage County
Twist Candy Co.

Membership Spotlight
We collect business cards at every KACC
monthly luncheon/breakfast from those in
attendance. At the luncheon, a card is
randomly selected and that person receives a
complimentary business card size ad ($25 value) in the following issue of
CONNECTIONS. Don’t forget to bring your business card to the next
luncheon/breakfast. Who knows, you may be the KACC member we “spotlight” next
month!

Certificate of Origin Seals
Did you know that Certificate of Origin Seals/Authorization
Signatures are FREE for KACC members exporting their
products overseas? Non-KACC members will be charged
$40/per seal.

Business After/Before Hours
Hosting a Business After Hours (BAH) is a
KACC members benefit you should take
advantage of. If you’re interested in scheduling a
BAH (or Party on the Patio during summer
months), be sure to contact the KACC office so we can get it on the calendar. If you
prefer, we’re happy to schedule a Business BEFORE Hours for those interested in
hosting an early morning get together.

This month’s Member Spotlight is...

Post Job Openings
Did you know that as a KACC member you can post job
openings as they become available and are needed? All you
have to do is logon to www.kentbiz.com and access your
member information with the password you were given. Only
KACC members can post to the site, however, ANYONE can
see the posting.

Kent...a great place to live, work, play and do business!
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Connections
Advertising Rate Sheet
Have you noticed the increase in the number of ads
fellow-KACC members are placing in
CONNECTIONS? They see the value in advertising
their business and/or upcoming events in the
publication distributed monthly to over 1,100
business professionals nationwide. In addition to
being shared on the KACC Facebook page, the
newsletter resides at www.kentbiz.com seen by countless viewers.

2020

Artwork can change as often as you like to meet your advertising needs.
Image in JPG or PDF format is needed the 22nd of the month prior to
publication.

Ad Size

Monthly Rate

Business Card
Half-Page
Full-Page

$25
$50
$100

Annual Rate
$250(save $50)
$500 (save $100)
$1,000 (save $200)

January
3rd
KSU Student Media
10th Metis Construction Services
17th Water Street Tavern
24th League of Women Voters
31st KSU Hotel & Conf Center

July
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

February
7th
UH Portage Medical Center
14th Tree City Coffee & Pastry
st
21
ElectronicPayments
th
28
Laundry 101

August
7th
KSU Student Media
14th Brimfield Insurance
st
21
Coleman Professional Services
th
28
The Venice

March
6th
Kent Lions
13th United Way of Portage County
20th Deb Cowell Photography
27th Portage Park District
Foundation

September
4th
Metis Construction Services
11th ElectronicPayments
18th UH Portage Medical Center
25th League of Women Voters

Advanced Display Systems
UH Portage Medical Center
Huntington Bank
KSU Hotel & Conf Center
Kent Lions

To reserve your ad space, email Lori at lwemhoff@kentbiz.com.

April
3rd
10th
17th
24th

KACC Luncheon/Breakfast
Speakers & Sponsors
February 13th – Breakfast @ KSU Hotel & Conference Center
Cassandra Pegg-Kirby, Director, KSU Women’s Center
Sponsor: Terry Ginn Advertising
March 12th – Luncheon @ KSU Hotel & Conference Center
Speaker: Akron Children’s Hospital
Sponsor: Akron Children’s Hospital
April 9th – Luncheon @ KSU Hotel & Conference Center
Speaker: Brad Ehrhart, President, Portage Development Board
Sponsor: Western Reserve Window Cleaning
May 14th – Breakfast KSU Hotel & Conference Center
Speaker: Kristin Idone, Director, Business Development Foundations
Health Solutions
Sponsor: UH Portage Medical Center

Advanced Display Systems
The NEW Center
Akron Children’s Hospital
KSU Student Media

October
2nd
Keller Williams Greater
Cleveland Southeast
9th
KSU Hotel & Conf Center
16th Unitarian Universalist Church
of Kent
23rd KSU Student Media
30th Kent Lions

May
1st
Squirrel City Jewelers
8th
Mental Health & Recovery Bd
15th Keller Williams Greater
Cleveland Southeast
22nd KSU Hotel & Conf Center
29th Metis Construction Services

November
6th
Hall-Green Agency
13th Metis Construction Services
20th College Town Kent
27th Squirrel City Jewelers

June
5th
12th
19th
26th

December
4th
Franklin Hotel Bar
11th Hometown Bank
18th Jack Kohl Realty
25th Mayor Jerry Fiala

Hometown Bank
Kent Jaycees
ElectronicPayments
College Town Kent

June 11th @ TBA
Speaker: UH Portage Medical Center
Sponsor: Terry Ginn Advertising
July 16th @ Laziza
Speaker: Ken Babby, Owner, Akron RubberDucks
Sponsor: Akron RubberDucks
August 13th @ TBA
Speaker: Kristie Warner, Owner, Gavin Scott Salon & Spa
Sponsor: Metis Construction
Event details at www.kentbiz.com
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WHY JOIN THE CHAMBER?
By joining the Kent Area Chamber of Commerce you get members-only perks, advertising and networking
opportunities. We’re here to help you engage, influence and grow your business.
When you succeed, we ALL succeed!

NETWORKING
This year the KACC provided nearly 130
networking events – many of which were
collaborative efforts with other Chambers – for
its members to take advantage of. That’s 130
opportunities to meet people and broaden your circle
of influence. For your convenience, events are scheduled
to include breakfasts, luncheons, after hours and
weekends!

REPUTATION
Raise your credibility
through membership.
Members like doing
business with other
members. Your
membership boosts your
reputation by being part
of a chamber that is
growing, dedicated and
respected by the
business community

GROWTH

KACC
MEMBER
BENEFITS

VISIBILITY

Over a 10-year period, the
KACC has grown from 176
to a record 381 members.
Businesses of all sizes, as
well as individuals, see
the benefits/value of
belonging to an active,
vibrant and successful
organization knowing
they’ll get out
of their membership
what they put
into it.

Get noticed. Be active. KACC members are featured in
our monthly newsletter sent to over 1,100 people,
included on our new and improved website,
promoted in complimentary, full-page,
color print ads, featured on our Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter accounts.

Join the Kent Area Chamber of Commerce and be a part of
what makes this a great place to work, live, play & do business!
Facebook.com/KentAreaChamber
Twitter.com/@KentAreaChamber

176 East Main Street – Kent, Ohio 44240
330.673.9855 – www.kentbiz.com
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