Purpose:
The Regional Chamber
is an inclusive business
partner advocating
community prosperity.
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Top of Virginia Regional Chamber

Reasons to
Join:
Networking
Visibility
Credibility
Advertising
Advocacy
Community Investment

Vision:

The Regional Chamber
is the voice of business
for Frederick and Clarke
Counties and the City of
Winchester, Virginia.

Mission:

Provide programs and
services to meet the
business and
professional needs of
our members.

Contact Us:
407 S. Loudoun Street
Winchester, VA 22601
540-662-4118

office@regionalchamber.biz
www.regionalchamber.biz

Who will be the Greatest of the
Great this Year?

Congratulations to the 2015 Greater Good Award winners: Nerangis Management Corporation,
Marilyn Finnemore, Nikki Klebieko, Charles W. Orndoff Sr., and Mover Dudes.
Do you know a business or individual deserving of an award?
Continue to page 3 to read more about the nomination process.
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Farewell from Chairman

As I write my last newsletter article as the Chair of the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber, I am honored to have been able to lead our business community
this past year. Together with the staff and Board of Directors, we have accomplished much and have found many opportunities to be The Voice of Business.
While I pause and look back at the year, I can’t help but reflect on my past
7 years of being in business. I am grateful for the opportunities the Chamber
has given me to network, learn and grow. February 9, 2009, I celebrated with
our Chamber the opening of Crown Trophy. Our country was in a recession. I
knew that day that I had joined a “community” that was interested in helping
me to succeed.
From 2009 until now, there have been many obstacles I have had to overcome. To begin with, we opened our business during the recession. We also
had some personal obstacles. My husband lost his job in 2010 and we had
invested most of our savings in our business. I turned to my Chamber business
Sharon Farinholt
colleagues for support and advice and was grateful for the help they offered.
Chairman, TVRC
It wasn’t easy, but we made it through those tough months.
Owner, Crown Trophy
In April of 2013, I ran The Boston Marathon crossing the finish line less than 2
minutes before the bombs exploded. Fortunately, I was not physically hurt. But
what I came back home to was a business community that cared about me emotionally. Once again,
my Chamber business colleagues were there for me with support and love. I will be forever grateful to
these wonderful people who helped me through a tough time.
For seven years, I have been truly blessed to be surrounded by a business community who cares for
one another. These are the people who want to help one another succeed. I look forward to many
more years in the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber. Although I will no longer be the Chairman, I will still
do what I can to give back to others in our business.
As my year as Chair comes to a close, I hope that I was able to help others grow in business. I am
grateful for the opportunity and trust that our business community put in me to lead.

2016 Board of Directors
Executive Committee:
Sharon Farinholt, Chairman,
Crown Trophy
Mitch Moore, Chair Elect,
Shenandoah University
Dr. Cheryl Thompson-Stacy,
Vice Chair,
Lord Fairfax Community College
Tracy Vosika, Treasurer,
United Bank
Kevin Callanan, Past Chairman,
Valley Health System

Board Members:
Bill North, Historic Rosemont Manor
Bryan Biddle, Bottom Line Marketing
Chelsea Hester, TWG - Insurance
Chuck Peterson, iHeart Media
Dave Reichert, Reichert Travel
David Gum, White House Foods
Dee Gibbs, Kraft Foods
Glen Franklin Koontz, KOONTZ|PC
Janie Shirley, Costco
Jenn Shea-Roop, Morgan Stanley
Wealth Management

John Fox, Greenwood Grocery &
Deli
John Lamanna, Timber Ridge
School
Nadine Pottinga, United Way of
Northern Shenandoah Valley
Suzi Smith, The George
Washington Hotel			

Why Join the Chamber?

Chamber membership is a value add enhancement for your business brand. Consumers
have positive perceptions of members and their businesses. According to a 2014 study conducted by the Schapiro Group, 49% of consumers were more likely to think favorably of a
local business if it was a member of the local Chamber, and 80% were more likely to purchase
a product or service from a Chamber member!
You are making a valuable business connection by joining the Chamber. Our Chamber
staff is available to discuss member benefits, scheduled events, educational opportunities,
and to evaluate how our Chamber can help your business grow. Please feel free to contact
us at any time to arrange a concierge tour of our services.
Visit regionalchamber.biz, email droble@regionalchamber.biz, or call our office at 540-662-4118 to set up a visit!
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Who’s Joined

Please welcome and
patronize these new Chamber members who recently joined October 21 to
November 29, 2016.
1st Preferred Technologies,
LLC.
Joe Jones
1849 W. Plaza Dr.
Winchester, VA
Blue Oasis
Amanda Helsley
2436 Valley Ave.
Winchester, VA
Brain Injury Services
Amanda Holsinger-Jenkins
150-A Creekside Ln.
Winchester, VA
Cornerstone Corporate
Solutions
Charlie Schrantz
121 Greenwood Ct.
Cross Junction, VA
Henkle Harris Showroom
Biele Young
204 S. Loudoun St.
Winchester, VA
Highway Motors, Inc.
Tom Mohr
130 Century Ln.
Winchester, VA
Mountain View Solar
Michael McKechnie
11500 Valley Rd.
Berkeley Springs, WV
Ohrstrom-Bryant Theatre
Elizabeth Albert
620 Millwood Ave.
Winchester, VA
Phoenix Rising Financial
Services
Alisa Stine
541 Martinsburg, Rd.
Berkeley Springs, WV
Continue reading on page 8
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January 27, 2017 | 5:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Best Western Lee-Jackson Inn & Conference Center

The countdown has begun as the date for the Top of Virginia
Regional Chamber’s Greater Good Awards Dinner celebration
draws nearer! The purpose of the “Greater Good Awards” is to
celebrate outstanding individuals and businesses for the contributions they make to the quality of life and economic stability of
our region through genuine community commitment, dedication
to excellence and ethical and creative business practices.
Enjoy informal networking over cocktails and a delicious dinner as well as the ever popular Silent Auction. Take advantage
of this opportunity to showcase your business and to get a good
deal on some great auction items! The Top of Virginia Regional
Chamber is currently seeking donations for the auction. The proceeds from the auction allow your Chamber to offer educational programs, networking events, and business support throughout the year.
The highlight of the program will be the presentation of the
prestigious awards of Small Business of the Year, Large Business of
the Year, Entrepreneur of the Year, and Citizen of the Year. The
criteria by which the nominees will be judged are community
involvement, ethics and character, leadership, creativity, economic impact, and growth.
The Chamber is accepting Greater Good Award nominations
until December 9th! We encourage members to nominate businesses and individuals who they think would be deserving of an
award.
Congratulations to the 2015 award winners:
zz Mover Dudes, LLC - Small Business of the Year
zz Nerangis Management Corporation - Large Business of the Year
zz Nikki Klebieko - Citizen of the Year
zz Marilyn Finnemore - Entrepreneur of the Year
zz Charles W. Orndoff Sr. - Lifetime Achievement Award
More information: www.regionalchamber.biz/the-greater-good-awards

Proud Community Partners:

Platinum Sponsor:
Gold
Sponsors:
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TVRC 3 Year Strategic Plan

Strategic Initiatives:
I. Advocacy - for a vibrant, diverse and sustainable economy that
supports and protects a business-friendly climate.
II. Collaboration - Strengthen community involvement and decision-making that supports growth and fosters a high ranking quality of
life for all residents of our region.
III. Education - Bring together business, high schools, and colleges
to help develop a highly qualified, well-trained workforce capable of
meeting the region’s workforce needs in order to sustain continued
economic growth and prosperity and enhanced quality of life.
IV. Financial Sustainability - Ensure the future sustainability of the
Chamber as a result of conservative, realistic, yet optimistic budgeting; addressing an effective return on member’s investment; analyzing
historical data and aggressively capturing new income streams for the
chamber’s programs.
V. Marketing - Prepare and communicate identifiable Top of Virginia
Regional Chamber branding to create a recognizable logo, identity,
and purpose.
VI. Membership Growth & Retention - Attract new members and increase existing members’ return on investment by providing programs,
services and benefits that are valued by members as essential to their
success.

CEO Chamber Chatter

Thank you for your investment in the
Top of Virginia Regional Chamber. In
2017, we are looking forward to working
with over 800 member businesses and
organizations. As the new CEO of the
Top of Virginia Regional Chamber, I am
excited to be part of the great team at
the Chamber. I am looking forward to
working with our members as I want to
make your business and organization as
successful as possible.
As you may not know, 2017 is the 100th
anniversary of the Chamber, which
covers Clarke and Frederick counties,
Richard Kennedy
and the City of Winchester. We will comCEO, TVRC
memorate this anniversary in a number
of ways and will highlight our members
for their contributions to this great community. The Chamber
has changed over the years and your business has changed
too. We must keep up with changes in technology, education,
marketing, communications, etc., to succeed for the long term,
therefore, you will find the Chamber is adapting to those changes too. Our focus will be on your business needs and assisting you
with community visibility. Advocacy has always been a strong
part of our Chamber and we will continue to have a very involved Public Policy Committee and invite your comments.
In addition, we are working closely with our elected and appointed local, state, and federal officials to make this a thriving
community to live and work. I heard this phrase the other day
and it has stuck with me, “The dreams of tomorrow are made
from the accomplishments of the past”.
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shenandoahcountryq102.iheart.com

November

Regionalchamber.biz I 540-662-4118

Congratulations to Nibblins on
the re-design and relaunch of
their store.

YPG’ers networking before
guest speaker Dario Savarese
presented to the gorup.

Congratulations to Christian
Caine Design on their new
location in the GW Hotel.

Congratulations to Winchester
Family Health Center on celebrating their 40th anniversary.

Congratulations to Shaffer’s
BBQ and Market on their new
location in Middletown.

Tom Gromling & Gary
Auerbach during Business After
Hours at the Courtyard Marriott.

Congratulations to Grand
Rental on opening their Grand
Event Center.

Tina Behnke and Mary
Kathryn Robinson during
Business & Breakfast at the MSV.

Dario Savarese speaks with
Ryan Heath during the Young
Professionals Group.
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A Year in Review
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Shenandoah University students
with Senator Mark Warner at
Public Policy Breakfast.

The TVRC hosted more than
35 ribbon cuttings in 2016.
Congratulations!

Part of the 2015-2016
Graduating Community
Leadership Program Class.

In 2016, there were over 300
attendees at the Hob Nob in
the Valley.

TVRC participated in the United
Way of Northern Shenandoah
Valley Day of Caring!

Local legislators during the Public
Policy Breakfast at the George
Washington Hotel in April.

The Mover Dudes team took
home the Chamber Cup at the
Annual Golf Tournament!

YPG focused on retaining young
professionals in our community
during the Mayoral Forum.

Congratulations to the 31
Valor Award Winners during
the 4th annual awards dinner.
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While You’re Running Your Business We Are...
Membership Report
Monthly Mixers Marketing
In 2016, the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber maintained a
retention rate of 85%, and had 115 new members join! Our ambassadors help us communicate with our members and ensure they
are taking advantage of Chamber benefits. As of November 2016,
there are 15 ambassadors that contact our members no less than
quarterly.

Education Committee

Over the past several months the Chamber Educational
Committee has met regularly to continue our efforts of promoting, “Schools and businesses working toward a better
tomorrow.” This has been the committee’s motto bringing
together Winchester City, Clarke County and Frederick County Public schools to work collaboratively with business representatives.
One important initiative has been the project, “Securing
Your Future – A Skilled Workforce Initiative.” This initiative is
intended to provide workforce training options for high school
students including job shadowing, mentoring, internships, and
cooperative education.
The committee is currently working with SHRM, Society for
Human Resource Management, in coordinating a panel presentation by the three regional public school superintendents.
The event is scheduled for January 25th, 2017.
In this unique alliance, the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber and the regional public schools have joined forces to
ensure that the region has a reliable and skilled workforce for
the future.
Chamber members are asked to participate in this initiative by providing practical student experiences, participating
in career awareness presentations, and advising our local
schools on defined employee skills and talents needed by
local businesses.
It is through this collaboration that our region will develop
and maintain an adequate and competent workforce.

Ribbon Cuttings

Did you know the Chamber hosted over 35 ribbon
cuttings in 2016! Ribbon cuttings are a complimentary benefit for membership. Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies welcome
and publicize your business to the community.
Congratulations to the November ribbon cuttings
Christian Caine Design, CrepeWorX, Grand Rental Station,
and Winchester Family Health Center.

The Top of Virginia Regional
Chamber hosts monthly mixers. Business After Hours is held
the 2nd Tuesday of the month
from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. Business
and Breakfast is held the 3rd
Thursday of the month from
7:30 - 9:00 a.m. and averages 40
attendees.

Public Policy

The Public Policy Committee brought forth the following
resolutions in 2016: The Frederick
County Sheriff’s Focus on Curtailing Retail Crime, Atlantic Coast
Pipeline, “Go Virginia” Initiative,
and ABC Beverage Legislation.

Outreach

The Top of Virginia Regional Chamber Community
Outreach Committee had a
successful year. Throughout
the year the committee supported 6 local non-profits by
hosting monthly awareness
drives. These drives allowed
the Chamber to collect items
for non-profit members, and
spotlight Chamber members
that participated as drop off
locations.
In addition to the monthly
awareness drives, the committee supported 3 major
events in the community by
supplying volunteers.
The committee wants to
give a big thank you to their
presenting sponsor Mover
Dudes, LLC, and Jon Eye.
Mover Dudes provided volunteers to the major events, and
were essential in executing
the monthly awareness drives.

TVRC has increased the
opportunities to promote
your company through free
and paid avenues. Options
include digital and print publications, email blasts, the
community calendar, website
banners, chamber member
profiles and more.
In 2016 the chamber’s new
website had approximately
23,000 more views than 2015.

zz
zz
zz
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zz
zz
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zz
zz
zz
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zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz

Renewals

BC&C		
Budget Blinds of Winchester
Cummins Atlantic		
Dominion Real Estate
Associates		
Element Sports		
GET WELL NOW, LLC
iHeartMedia (Q102, 99.3 The
FOX, 98.3 KISS FM, Sports Talk
1550)
JC Penney Co		
Jimmy John’s Gourmet
Sandwiches		
KOONTZ | PC		
MBH Settlement Group, L.C.
McCarthy & Akers, P.L.C.
Phelps Funeral & Cremation
Service		
Proshred of Northern Virginia
Reichert Travel, LLC
Riddleberger Brothers, Inc
Ruckman Engineering
Schenck Foods Co., Inc.
The George Washington - A
Wyndham Grand Hotel
Tri-State Roofing & Sheet Metal
Company		
VBS Mortgage		
Virginia Blood Services
Wal-Mart Stephens City
Wells Fargo Bank - Old Town
Winchester
Winchester Cardiology and
Vascular Medicine, P.C.		

Renewals from October 21 November 29, 2016.
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What happened at the Chamber in 2016!

Programs & Events Report

The Chamber was very busy this year with eight major programs and events that recognize outstanding members of the community, provide networking and marketing opportunities for our members, and offer valuable educational opportunities.
Greater Good Awards – Over 350 people kicked off the business year this past January and helped
the Chamber to honor the award recipients. Award winners were Nerangis management Corporation, Large Business of the Year; Mover Dudes, Inc., Small Business of the Year; Marilyn Finnemore, Bright
Center and Bright Box Theatre, Entrepreneur of the Year; Nichole M. “Nikki” Klebieko, Citizen of the
Year awards; and Charles W. Orndoff, Sr., Lifetime Achievement Award.
SABF Business at the Bloom – The Chamber collaborates with two valuable community partners the
Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival and Valley Health to host this annual event. Over 600 members of
the business community enjoyed lunch and the wisdom of featured speaker Mary McDuffie, Executive
Vice President, Delivery Channels and Communications, Navy Federal Credit Union.
Corporate Challenge Golf Tournament – The sixth annual Chamber golf tournament was held at
Shenandoah Valley Golf Club and the Mover Dudes team took home the Chamber Cup. Twenty-three
teams with over 90 players enjoyed an afternoon of fun and good weather.
Hob Nob in the Valley – This year we were honored with the presence of several federal, state and
local level candidates for both the 2016 and 2017 elections. Candidates from Virginia’s 10th Congressional District, Luann Bennett and Congresswoman Barbara Comstock, Winchester mayoral candidates Barry Deuel and David Smith, and local city and town council candidates came out to this
old-fashioned political rally to campaign for the vote! Over 300 people were in attendance.
Valor Awards – This year two Gold Awards of Valor were awarded, one to Sgt. David Holliday of the
Frederick County Sheriff’s Office and Stephens City resident Merrill Naylor for selfless acts of courage
while endeavoring to save the lives of others. The Community Impact Award was presented to Lauren Cummings and Tim Coyne for their efforts in establishing the area’s new Drug Court. Close to 300
people were in attendance to witness numerous other awards that were given to citizens and public
safety workers who reacted in valorous fashion when situations arose that endangered lives. This was
the fourth anniversary of this event which continues to honor members of law enforcement and fire
and rescue as well as every day citizens in Clarke and Frederick Counties, and the City of Winchester.
Community Leadership Program – In June of this year 24 local business people graduated from the
Community Leadership Program, and in September, 27 more people became members of the Class of
2017, the 20th class to go through the program. This valuable and educational program has withstood
the test of time and is still relevant to the Winchester, Clarke County and Frederick County business
community for its educational value.
Legislative Breakfasts – The Chamber hosted our federal and state level legislators several times
this year and gave our members an opportunity to hear from them and have their voices heard. U. S.
Senator Mark Warner visited the area in February, and State Senator Jill Vogel, Delegate Chris Collins,
Delegate Dave LaRock, and Delegate Randy Minchew gave us an overview of the State of Virginia
both before and after the winter General Assembly.
Valley Business Women (VBW) – This program geared to professional business women is in its fourth
year and hosted 6 luncheons with diverse, interesting and entertaining programs. Average attendance at each was 40 people. In 2017, VBW will be hosted quarterly.
Young Professionals Group (YPG) - The Chamber reinvigorated the YPG program in August 2015.
During 2016 YPG has hosted 11 monthly professional development programs. These programs include
networking and guest speakers form highly respected business leaders in the Top of Virginia. YPG hosts
a canned food drive during the Chamber’s Business After Hours in December. For 2017, YPG is planning
their monthly programs and opportunities to volunteer in the community.

Finance

The TVRC Finance Committee reports that the chamber
is in a sound financial position.
The line of credit has been
at rest since July 2016.
Over 15 businesses invested in Club level sponsorship
packages gaining the additional market exposure opportunities, community partnership, and convenience
they provide.
Over 30 additional businesses partnered with TVRC
at the event sponsorship level
enhancing their marketing
opportunities.
Invoices and statements
are now sent digitally providing substantial savings to the
chamber annually.

Administration

TVRC is proud to have
provided their members with
a new and improved membership software program
through CHAMBERMASTER.
This user-friendly program
gives each business and representative powerful tools to
market themselves and manage their involvement with
online registration ease and
event registration.

Artisan Trail

The TVRC is a proud supporter of the newly launched
Artisan Trail. The trail promotes commerce and trade
at the artisan level. This statewide initiative is expected to
boost tourism, invoke art as
business, and increase cultural interest in the TVRC region.

Chamber Calendar
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Upcoming Mixers: S a v e t h e D a t e :
Business After Hours
December 13
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
George Washington Hotel
Business and Breakfast
December 20
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Nibblins
Young Professionals Group
Will not meet in December.
All YPG’ers are invited to
attend the December
Business After Hours!

Business After Hours
January 10
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
The Village at Orchard
Ridge
Business and Breakfast
January 17
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Bright Box Theater
Young Professionals Group
January 19
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
TBD

View the full event calendar at: www.regionalchamber.biz

Valley Business Women

In 2017, Valley Business Women will change to a quarterly schedule. Luncheons will be held Wednesday, March 15,
Wednesday, June 21, Wednesday, Sep 20, and Wednesday
Nov 15. Topics to be announced.

Invest Today!

The Top of Virginia Regional Chamber offers effective marketing and sponsorship opportunities that provide valuable
exposure while positioning your company as a leader in the
Top of Virginia marketplace. The 2017 sponsorship package
allows you to get ahead of the competition and be successful. Visit www.regionalchamber.biz for details on the Chamber’s popular and acclaimed programs and services.

Contact the Chamber at 540-662-4118 or rkennedy@regionalchamber.biz!

Contact Us:
Office:
407 S. Loudoun Street
Winchester, VA 22601
540-662-4118

office@regionalchamber.biz
www.regionalchamber.biz

2017 Board Members
The approved list of nominees shall be elected by the
Board of Directors at their
December board meeting.
The nomination slate
includes:
Class of 2019
zz Carol Koenecke-Grant,
Valley Health (3 year term)
zz Adrian Taylor, Yount
Hyde & Barbour ( 3 year
term)
zz Scott Harvard, First Bank
(3 year term)
zz Janie Shirley, Costco (3
year term)
Class of 2018
zz Tracy Vosika, United Bank
(2 year term)
The following will join those
continuing to serve in that
class:
zz Dee Gibbs, Kraft Heinz
Foods Company
zz John Fox, Greenwood
Grocery & Deli
zz John Lamanna, Timber
Ridge School
zz Nadine Pottinga,
United Way of Northern
Shenandoah Valley
Class of 2017
zz Richie Wilkins, Wilkins
Companies
zz Thomas W. Byrd, The
Winchester Star
The Valley Business Today Show,
featuring the Top of Virginia
Regional Chamber, airs the
fourth Wednesday of every
month at 12:30.
www.theriver953online.com

Who’s Joined

Continued from page 2

Sanctuary on the Trail, Inc.
Rene’ White
P.O. Box 123
Bluemont, VA
Shaffer’s BBQ and Market
Julie Shaffer
8140 Valley Pike
Middletown, VA
TDC Virginia Benefits & Risk
Management
Anne Phelps
202 W. Boscawen St.
Winchester, VA
Union Bank - Commercial
Loan Office
Scott Arthur
108 N. Braddock St.
Winchester, VA
Valley Health Cancer
Center
Dana Lanham
220 Campus Blvd., Ste 402
Winchester, VA
Wells Fargo - Hope Drive
Matthew McBride
2490 Valley Ave.
Winchester, VA
Wells Fargo - Stonewall Plaza
Brandon Farrell
110 Rivendell Ct.
Winchester, VA
Wells Fargo Bank Winchester Gateway
Gladys Gonzales
121 Gateway Dr.
Winchester, VA
Winchester Family Health
Center
Lisa Lewis
1330 Amherst St., Suite C
Winchester, VA
Your Family Legacy Law Firm
(Estate Planning)
Nadhira Al-Khalili
20 E. Main St.
Berryville, VA

Thank you advertisers!
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Want to see
your ad
here?
Contact Emily Buhl at

ebuhl@regionalchamber.biz

or 540-662-4118

