Purpose:
The Regional Chamber
is an inclusive business
partner advocating
community prosperity.

Chamber News
Monthly Newsletter: June 2016

Top of Virginia Regional Chamber

Reasons to
Join:
Networking
Visibility
Credibility
Advertising
Advocacy
Community Investment

Vision:

The Regional Chamber
is the voice of business
for Frederick and Clarke
Counties and the City of
Winchester, Virginia.

Mission:

Provide programs and
services to meet the
business and
professional needs of
our members.

Contact Us:
407 S. Loudoun Street
Winchester, VA 22601
540-662-4118

office@regionalchamber.biz
www.regionalchamber.biz

Facebook.com/TVRCVA
@TVRCprez

New Educators Breakfast
The Top of Virginia Regional Chamber hosts the New Educators Breakfast every year. It is the
Chamber’s position that a strong education system is vital to ensuring growth and prosperity in
our community. And it all starts with a teacher. That’s why it’s important to us to host the New
Educators Breakfast to support new teachers in the area.
Read more on page 6.
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Business Success

“Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The most certain way to succeed is always to try just one more time.” - Thomas Edison.
What defines success and what makes one successful? Consider this,
if some of the most successful people in the world quit and ran away
from difficulties, where would they be today? Successful people are
courageous and are not afraid to persevere, even after failures. Failure
is not fatal, it is a step towards success.
Successful people are resilient. These are the people who are not
afraid to dive into the unknown, even when the known is the safer
route. There are always going to be times of uncertainty in our lives, the
difference is in how we handle the uncertainty.
Surrounding ourselves with positive people can also help with success.
Sharon Farinholt
Relationships
that encourage and build one another up should be the
Chairman, TVRC
Owner, Crown Trophy relationships we strive to attain. As Steve Jobs said, “don’t let the noise
of other people’s opinions drown out your inner voice.” Strive to build
relationships with people who want to help you succeed.
As a business person, I am constantly trying to better myself and to surround myself with people who have taught me the definition of success. As a member of the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber, I am fortunate to be surrounded by more than 800 members who want to help
one another succeed!

2016 Board of Directors
Executive Committee:

Board Members:

Jenn Shea-Roop,
Sharon Farinholt, Chairman
Bill North, Historic Rosemont Manor Morgan Stanley Wealth
Management
Crown Trophy
Bryan Biddle, Bottom Line
John Fox, Greenwood Grocery
Mitch Moore, Chair Elect
Marketing
& Deli
Shenandoah University
Chelsea Hester, TWG - Insurance
John Lamanna, Timber Ridge
Dr. Cheryl Thompson-Stacy,
Chuck Peterson, iHeart Media
School
Vice Chair
Dave Reichert, Reichert Travel
Nadine Pottinga, United Way of
Lord Fairfax Community College David Gum, White House Foods
Northern Shenandoah Valley
Tracy Vosika, Treasurer
Dee Gibbs, Kraft Foods
United Bank
Glen Franklin Koontz, KOONTZ|PC Suzi Smith, The George
Washington Hotel			
Kevin Callanan, Past Chairman Janie Shirley, Costco
Valley Health Systems

Why Join the Chamber?

A membership in the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber will help get your name out in the
community, help you build solid business relationships and gain referrals.
The Chamber has a credible reputation, and many consumers have positive perceptions of
members and their businesses. In fact according to a recent study conducted by the Schapiro Group, 49% of consumers were more likely to think favorably of a local business if it was
a member of the local Chamber, and 80% were more likely to purchase a product or service
from a Chamber member!
You are making a valuable business connection by requesting a one-on-one visit from
one of our membership committee members. We are available to discuss member benefits,
scheduled events, educational opportunities, and to evaluate how our Chamber can help
your business grow.
Visit regionalchamber.biz, email droble@regionalchamber.biz, or call our office at 540-662-4118 to set up a visit!
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Who’s Joined

Please welcome and
patronize these new Chamber
members who recently joined
April 25, 2016 - May 26, 2016.
Winchester Brew Works
Holly Redding
320 North Cameron St.
Winchester, VA
The Auto Care Clinic, Inc
Bill Longer
6768 Winchester Rd.
Front Royal, VA
Custom Computers
David Williamson
2979 Valley Ave.
Winchester, VA
Snow-N-Mow
David Williamson
2979 Valley Ave.
Winchester, VA
Dynamic Federal Solutions, Inc.
Shawn Hibbard
290 Ruebuck Rd.
Clear Brook, VA
Valley Vignettes
Wendy Kedzierski
6027 Lord Fairfax Hwy
Berryville, VA

Movement Mortgage
Andrew Toth
11710 Plaza America Dr.- Suite 110
Reston, VA
Winchester Wireless, A Division of
Custom Computers
David Williamson
2979 Valley Ave.
Winchester, VA
ALL ABOUT EMOTIONS
Joy Rahat
2979 Valley Ave.
Winchester, VA
Smiles of Virginia Family Dental
Center
Niels Oestervemb
1220 Amherst St.
Winchester, VA
LKQ
Brendan McCarthy
155 Sherwood Ln.
Winchester, VA
Jake White Healing LLC
Jake White
40 W. Piccadilly St.
Winchester, VA
ECS Mid-Atlantic, LLC
Jason Beck
166 Windy Hill Ln.
Winchester, VA
Elite Bail Bonds, LLC
Teresa Copenhaver
1015 Berryville Ave. - Suite 101
Winchester, VA
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Top of Virginia Regional Chamber

Annual Corporate Challenge

G LF
TOURNAMENT
June 17th - 11:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Shenandoah Valley Golf Club
$480 per team. Register today!
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Ambassador Spotlight

I have had the opportunity to be a
member of the TVRC for 3 years now and
am truly blessed by the friendships and
business relationships I have developed.
I serve on the board of the Young Professionals as well as an Ambassador. These
opportunities have given me the chance
to interact closely with Chamber members.
Doug Grove
I have gained business relationships, and
Ambassador, TVRC
friends. I have been privileged to serve the
Chamber and witness our Chamber and
community becoming stronger.
I encourage everyone to see how they can get involved to
help strengthen our community!

Ribbon Cuttings

Did you know the Chamber offers free ribbon cuttings to
new members? Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies welcome and
publicize your business to the community.
Congrats to Aids Response Effort, Five Star Home Health
Care, Runner’s Retreat, and Winchester Brew Works.

“Calling out all golf enthusiast chamber members!! The
Winchester Country Club is looking forward to defending our
title and once again bringing home the 2016 Top of Virginia
Regional Chamber Golf Tournament trophy. Are any of the
corporate teams up to the challenge of dethroning us? Sign
up for this year’s tournament, scheduled for Friday, June 17th,
and find out!” - Ron Thomason, General Manager, Winchester
Country Club
Entry fee: $120/ person, $480/ team includes:
zz 18 holes of play with cart rental
zz Four person captain’s choice with shotgun start
zz Practice range balls
zz 2 drink tickets
zz BBQ lunch
zz Beer and hot dogs following the tournament
zz Player gift and goodie bag
zz Awards, door prizes, 50/50 raffle
To register visit: www.regionalchamber.biz/annual-golf-tournament

Thank you to our sponsors: Alzheimer Association, Harman
Construction, and Winchester Printers.

Board of Director Spotlight

I started my job as President of Lord
Fairfax Community College in January of
2009. I did not know a soul in the Northern
Shenandoah County area prior to coming
to work here. Joining the Top of Virginia
Regional Chamber gave me quick access
to so many business leaders and members
both in the profit and non-profit arenas.
Dr. Cheryl
The networking opportunities are extremely
Thompson-Stacy
valuable and I felt like a vital part of the
Board of Director,
community right from the start because
TVRC
everyone was so welcoming. I enjoyed
Lord Fairfax
Community College my Chamber experience so much that I
was delighted when I became a Chamber
Board Member and have found the board experience to be
very fulfilling also.
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shenandoahcountryq102.iheart.com

May Events
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Ribbon cutting for Five Star
Home Health Care located on
Valor Drive in Winchester.

Great networking during the
Business After Hours at the
Discovery Museum.

Jason Beck, and young professionals during the YPG mixer at Winchester Brew Works.

30 second elevator speeches
during Business and Breakfast
at MidAtlantic Farm Credit.

Runners Retreat celebrating
their redesign with a ribbon
cutting.

Valley Business Women
focused on physically & mentally taking care of yourself.

Aids Response Effort (ARE) is
welcomed into the Chamber
with a ribbon cutting.

Elise Stine-Dolinar and guest
speaker Liz Savage during the
Young Professionals Group.

Winchester Brew Works, the
newest micro-brewery in Winchester, joins the Chamber.
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The Voice of Business
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I am honored to have been a part of the positive momentum of the
Chamber over the last several months. After a Strategic Planning Session
in January, the Chamber renewed its efforts to be the voice of business
for Clarke County, Frederick County, and the City of Winchester by providing programs and services for the professional development of our
members.
I’m happy to say that over the past several months at the Chamber,
I’ve seen many changes come about. Internally, we’ve adjusted staff
and office efficiency, reviewed our programs and events to make positive changes, and enhanced the benefits of membership. We have
increased our outreach into the community through the press and revamped many of our communication pieces to focus on members. Our
Christine Kriz
team is stronger than ever and will always assist our members.
The Chamber is committed to working towards the growth and betterment of the Top of Virginia, specifically by responding to the needs of the business community.
At your Chamber we strive to provide what you need to succeed. Your Chamber membership extends to all of your employees, so not only can you be involved, but all your staff can
be involved in the Chamber. I encourage you to take part in one of our educational events,
attend a networking event, join a LeadShare group, post a hot deal online, sponsor an event,
or serve on a committee. Your engagement will help you develop your business and make
valuable connections.
I would like to thank our dedicated Chamber staff and the Board of Directors for all their
hard work, which has helped bring us to this exciting time in the life of the Chamber. I look
forward to continuing my relationship with Chamber members and the business community
through my new role as the LFCC Small Business Development Center Director.

Calling Emerging Leaders!

Applications are now being accepted for the Community
Leadership Program (CLP). Applications are due to Jody Wall by Thursday, June 30.
The Community Leadership Program (CLP) is a nine-month program
from September through May. The program begins with an orientation, followed by monthly sessions studying specific topics. The sessions
are led by a combination of community leaders, professional facilitators, and specialists in their respective fields. This program is designed
to provide insight into the challenges and opportunities that exist in Clarke and Frederick
Counties and in The City of Winchester.
Topics include: economic development, government, non-profits, community culture, teamwork, leadership, public safety, health care, education, agriculture, and media.
Purpose: To foster leadership potential in the community to ensure continued growth and
development in our region.
The tuition for the 2016-17 program year is $750 for Chamber members, $950 for non-members. A $25 non-refundable administration fee is included in the cost and required with the
completed application.

CLP is sponsored by: H.N. Funkhouser, HandyMart, Jim Stutzman Chevrolet-Cadillac Co., and The
Winchester Star.
To request an application contact Jody Wall: 540-662-4118 ext. 16, www.regionalchamber.biz
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Valley Business Women
Save the Date
July 20
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
George Washington
Hotel

Save the Date:
August 5 - 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Best Western Lee - Jackson Inn &
Conference Center
It’s impossible to get through life without coming into contact with a teacher at some point along the way. We have
all been touched by a teacher whether one of our own or
that of our children. Think about the amount of time our youth
spend in the classroom and the major influence that a teacher can have on a child.
Why does the Chamber care about teachers? Because we
believe that education is fundamental to a high quality of life,
a strong economy and a thriving community.
The New Educators Breakfast has long been an annual
tradition for the Chamber and is eagerly anticipated by our
local schools. The Top of Virginia Regional Chamber will host
the event on Friday, August 5, at the Best Western Lee-Jackson Inn and Conference Center. Please join us for a delicious
breakfast, an inspirational message from a guest speaker, networking with business sponsors and school administrators, and
gifts and prizes for the new school personnel. The door prize
drawings are always eagerly anticipated by the new teachers
in attendance.
This program enables businesses to suport and meet new
teachers, school administrators, and other business people in
the area. It is an excellent way to gain exposure for your business to new educators from Clarke and Frederick County Public Schools, the City of Winchester Public Schools, and private
chamber member schools as well as Lord Fairafax Community
College and Shenandoah University.
Your support of the event will pay for breakfast for a new
educator or school administrator as well as a representative
from your company. Want to show your support of our local
teachers? Become an event sponsor!

New Educators Breakfast is sponsored by: BK Office Supply, and
City National Bank.
For more information, contact Jody Wall at (540) 662-4118 ext. 16 ,
jwall@regionalchamber.biz

July program topic: Happy, Healthy Work Spaces
BK Office Supply will show us how ergonomically functional office furniture can be fun, attractive and good for us!
We will also learn how to make our work spaces attractive
and inspiring! All Chamber members and non-members are
invited to join us for this informational presentation!
To register: Call 540-662-4118 or visit: www.regionalchamber.biz

Advice from 484 Years Ago

By: Suzan D. Herskowitz
“All courses of action are risky, so prudence is not in avoiding danger (it’s impossible), but calculating risk and acting
decisively. Make mistakes of ambition and not mistakes of
sloth. Develop the strength to do bold things, not the strength
to suffer.” - Niccolò Machiavelli
How does this apply to all of us? Well, for me, I know that
stepping out in the world is hard. Fear is easy to give into. But
calculating the risk and moving forward in a prudent and judicious manner, now that’s strength, especially because you
are not giving in to the fear, but using it.
You never have any guarantees. A quote I have been
known to make often is “You make plans and God laughs”.
We never know how things are going to turn out. Plans go
sideways. We ask for things and we never know if the answer
is going to be “no”. But let’s face it, if you don’t ask, the answer is always “no”. Why suffer with a definite “no” when you
may very well get a “yes”? Isn’t a “maybe” better than the
“no, hell no” you’re going to get if you act from sloth and do
nothing?
The goal is to participate all in. I think luck is in the doing.
You get lucky because you participate. If you participate with
calculation of the risk and acting decisively, you increase your
chances of being lucky. So isn’t it better to move forward with
deliberation as Machiavelli says, than to sit back and wait for
the world to happen to us? Because one thing I know for sure.
The world will happen whether we participate or not. I’d rather drive the bus than be a passenger any day of the week.
You?
To continue reading visit: suzmind.wordpress.com
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What’s Happening at the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber
 Education Committee
Committee News
 Community Outreach Committee

We challenge you to give
back to your community!
Our upcoming monthly drives:

Sponsored by:

zz June - Book drive benefiting the
Literacy Volunteers
zz July - School supply drive benefiting Clarke County, Frederick
County, and the City of Winchester
public schools.
zz August - Food drive for Bright
Futures.

Upcoming major events we
are supporting and recruiting volunteers for include:

zz Habitat for Humanity of Winchester-Frederick County - Blue House
Music Festival on July 16.
zz United Way of the Northern Shenandoah Valley - Day of Caring on
September 14.
zz Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwest Virginia - OctoBEER Fest on
October 14 - 16.

If you are interested in volunteering for the major events
please contact Emily Buhl at ebuhl@regionalchamber.biz
If your business is interested in being a collection site for the
monthly drives contact Eleese Elloitt at eelliott@moverdudes.com
For more information on the Community Outreach Committee visit:
www.regionalchamber.biz/community-outreach

 Public Policy Committee

As business leaders, we recognize and understand that it is
not always possible for business owners to set aside the ever
present demands of running a business in order to lend their
voices to public policy discussions, and that is why we believe
that our advocacy work is vitally important. We fill the gap
and make sure that business interests are heard and considered. The Top of VA Regional Chamber is your representative
on local, regional and state issues. We discuss issues that are
important to the success of your business and the community. It is the mission of the Public Policy Committee to educate
Chamber members about key public policy issues and to
represent their interests before local, state and federal governments and agencies. In keeping with this mission, the Public
Policy Committee reviews all public policy issues and makes
recommendations to the Board of Directors about them.
In short, we focus on public policy so you can focus on business.
Have an issue or want more information on the PPC email:
Mmoore7@su.edu

Members of the Chamber Education Committee were active participants in the planning and facilitation of the recent
Business and Education Summit held April 20th.
One of the keynote speakers reinforced the benefit of the
recently launched Securing the Future – A Skilled Workforce
initiative. The initiative was mentioned several times throughout the summit as an example of productive collaborative
work between schools and businesses.
Its purpose was further reinforced by a simple statement
during the keynote speech. In referring to the average high
school student’s lack of awareness regarding different career paths, the speaker said, “If they don’t know it, they can’t
want to be it.”
This speaks to the opportunities that shadowing, mentoring,
internships, and co-operative education provide in for our
students through the Securing the Future – A Skilled Workforce
initiative.
As a business, you can play an important role in this strategic alliance between businesses and schools. For more information, please contact the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber
at 540-662-4118 or our website, www.regionalchamber.biz, or
contact the participating high schools at the following numbers:
•Clarke County Public Schools – Director of Curriculum,
540-955-6100
•Frederick County Public Schools – Supervisor of Career
and Technical Education, 540-668-3889 ext. 88178
•Winchester Public Schools – Coordinator of Innovation, 		
CTE and Business Partnerships, 540-662-3471

Do you have a need for extra help over the summer?

As the summer approaches the Chamber will continue its
efforts in bringing education and businesses together. The
chamber will provide information on its website from businesses seeking summer, part-time employment. Students
from Clarke, Frederick and Winchester Schools will have access to this information through their school’s website connection. This will provide part-time workers for our businesses
and valued experience for our students. The arrangement
is a win-win and an example on how the Chamber addresses the mutual needs of business and education.
You can publish a job posting for FREE on the Chamber
website. Students will be checking these postings for job
openings.
To post your job openings visit: www.regionalchamber.biz/jobs/

Chamber Calendar
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Upcoming Events: S a v e t h e D a t e :
Business After Hours
June 14
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
TBA

Business After Hours
July 12
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Richard’s Fruit Market

Young Professionals Group
June 16
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Winchester Country Club

Young Professionals Group
July 21
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
The Greene Turtle Bar & Grille

Corporate Golf Challenge
June 17
11:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Shenandoah Valley Golf Club
Business and Breakfast
June 21
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Walter’s @ Body Renew
Sports Center

Business and Breakfast
July 19
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
City National Bank
Stephens City Location
New Educators Breakfast
August 5
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Best Western Lee-Jackson
Inn & Conference Center

View the full event calendar at:
www.regionalchamber.biz

Mixers
Business After Hours
Tuesday, June 14
TBA

Business and Breakfast
Tuesday, June 21

Young Professionals Group
Thursday, June 16

Young Professionals Group

To all our members who are in their 20’s and 30’s, we have
refitted and reinvigorated the Young Professionals program at
the Chamber! It will include networking, professional development programs, and community engagement.
The Young Professionals Group’s (YPG) mission is to create
opportunities for professional development to foster a new
generation of community leaders and Chamber members.
The objective of the YPG is:
zz Professional development and skill building for future community
leaders.
zz Creating opportunities for community service.
zz Building business networks and community connectivity.
zz Promoting Chamber member businesses.

All Chamber members and non-members in their 20’s and
30’s are invited to attend the event and be a part of a new
fast paced and energizing program. We meet the 3rd Thursday of every month from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Join us June 16 at the Winchester Country Club!
Like us on Facebook - Young Professionals Group - TVRC

Renewals

zz Berkeley Club Beverages
zz Blue Ridge Center for
Therapeutic Horsemanship
zz Candy Hill Campground,
Inc.
zz CBM Mortgage
zz Celebrating Patsy Cline, Inc.
zz Creekside Insurance
Advisors, Inc.
zz HP Hood, LLC
zz Lloyd’s Transfer & Storage
Agent for North American
Van Lines
zz Lykens Chiropractic, Inc.
zz M. E. Flow, Inc.
zz Moxon Timbers Inc.
zz Navy Federal Credit Union
Contact Center
zz Neurologic Associates, PLC
zz Prime Lending
zz RCK Weddings & Designs,
LLC
zz Select Staffing
zz Threshold Enterprises
zz Unifirst Corporation
zz Virginia Department
for Aging and Rehabiliative
Services
zz White House Foods
*Membership renewals from
April 25 - May 26, 2016.

The Valley Business Today Show,
featuring the Top of Virginia
Regional Chamber, airs the
fourth Wednesday of every
month at 12:30.
www.theriver953online.com

Contact Us:
Office:
407 S. Loudoun Street
Winchester, VA 22601
540-662-4118

office@regionalchamber.biz
www.regionalchamber.biz
Facebook.com/TVRCVA
@TVRCprez

Thank you advertisers!
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Want to see
your ad
here?
Contact Emily Buhl at

ebuhl@regionalchamber.biz

or 540-662-4118

