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Chamber celebrates 100 years
Four unidentified young ladies in an open decorated Packard Phaeton.
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Chamber changes with the times
By ONOFRIO CASTIGLIA
The Winchester Star
WINCHESTER — When the Winchester
Chamber of Commerce was established
on Oct. 27, 1917, it was to “promote the
general welfare and prosperity of Winchester and Frederick County, more
especially to encourage commercial
growth,” according to historical documents.
Now called the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber, the group is celebrating its
100th anniversary this month.
Over the past centur y, the chamber
has changed with the times to serve the
local business community.
“The key for us is relevance,” chamber CEO Richard Kennedy said recently,
noting the chamber is always exploring
new ways to better ser ve its members.
For instance, the chamber offers educational programs based on the needs of its
members. Recently, these programs have
focused on the importance of social media in today’s business environment, how
to effectively network, and how to protect your business and employees from
identity theft. In addition to educational
programs the chamber advocates for its
business members, provides networking
opportunities, and a variety of ways to
stay informed and connect with others
in the community.
“We can be an advocate for our businesses,” Kennedy said.
Today, the chamber has over 830 business members, an annual budget of just
under $500,000 and a staf f of five fulltime and two part-time employees at its
offices at 407 S. Loudoun St.
In addition to Kennedy, the chamber
employs Jody Wall, director of program
development; Cynthia Schneider, director of finance and administration; Danita
Roble, director of membership development; Emily Buhl, director of marking
and communication; Jill Edlich, administrative assistant and Jeff Nicely, business
development specialist.
v
In its formative years, the chamber —
lead by president H.B. McCormac and
operating in the Capitol Theatre Building
at 48 Rouss Ave. — advocated for new
roads to serve Winchester’s growing population, which by 1921 was approaching
15,000. The local apple industr y was a

CHAMBER FACTS...

TOP OF VIRGINIA
REGIONAL CHAMBER
1: Currently, the Top of Virginia
Regional Chamber represents over
800 business members and over
30,000 employees.
2: The oldest chamber member is
Wilkins’ ShoeCenter. It has been a
member since 1948.
3: In 2006, the Berryville/Clarke
County Chamber of Commerce
merged with the WinchesterFrederick County Chamber to
create the Top of Virginia Regional
Chamber.
4: The Chamber’s mission is to
provide programs and services
to meet the business and
professional needs of its members.
SOURCE: Top of Virginia
Regional Chamber

major employer, with nearly a million apple trees in Frederick County in 1930.
The chamber also got to work tidying
up litter, raising money for a fire-proof
hotel, helping manage the local fair to
attract visitors and making the community an attractive place to do business. In
1920, the group’s 11-member board even
came up with the not-so-catchy slogan,
“Winchester, the city that has never had
a labor strike.”
“The Chamber of Commerce is composed of Winchester’s most progressive
businessmen,” Geo W. Good and E.W.
Barr wrote in a 1924 chamber publication. “This organization in the past years
has accomplished much for the betterment of the city. They have a large
membership, maintain an office and rest
rooms, with a paid superintendent and
See Changes, Page 3
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Pictured are 21 past presidents of the Winchester Junior Chamber of Commerce. The
photo was taken in the 1960s.

Best Wishes Top of Virginia
Regional Chamber on your
100th Anniversary!
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assistants, who are always on the alert
for new business enterprises and the entertaining of strangers in Winchester.”
Dues were $25 annually, and members enjoyed participating in the Canning
Club and the Dollar Day Sale.
Throughout the 1930s, the chamber
had a Retail Merchants Committee concerned with the interests of local shopkeepers and sponsored a “buy at home”
campaign to encourage people to shop locally. The chamber also formed a Water
Committee to investigate new sources of
water and surveyed residents to see who
would be in favor of installing “green and
red go and stop signs.” The results: 338
people in favor, four people against.
In 1940, the chamber implored the
State Highway Department “to proceed
with the work of the completion of Route
50 from Winchester to the Shenandoah
River without further delay.” That same
year, it mailed more than 50,000 maps,
pamphlets and information about Winchester in response to tourism inquiries.

By 1948, the chamber had 263 members, and it launched “Chamber Chat,”
which aired on WINC radio on Thursdays from 6:30 to 6:45 p.m.
The chamber’s Junior Board of Trade
focused on civic projects in the community, and the Senior Board of Trade focused
on business and commercial growth.
By the mid-1950s, hundreds of new industrial jobs had come to the Winchester
area.
One of the chamber’s biggest accomplishments was on the horizon. In 1954,
local officials began negotiations to move
Shenandoah Conser vator y of Music
from Dayton to Winchester.
A groundbreaking ceremony for the
private college — now Shenandoah University — was held in Winchester in
1959. The school opened a year later.
Today, Shenandoah University has
nearly 4,000 students and approximately
250 full-time and 200 part-time employees. It offers 44 undergraduate and 30
graduate degrees.
See Changes, Page 4

Fred Young and Harry F. Byrd Jr. attend a chamber awards ceremony at Shenandoah
College. The chamber helped moved the college (now Shenandoah University) from
Dayton to Winchester. A groundbreaking was held in 1959, and the college opened the
next year.
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In addition to bringing a college to
Winchester, this era was marked by
other chamber-driven projects, such
as bringing a water pipeline from the
Shenandoah River to a budding business
park on Valley Pike, which is now home
to the Rubbermaid and HP Hood manufacturing plants.
In 1962, the chamber changed its
named to the Winchester-Frederick
County Chamber of Commerce.
v
In the early 1960s, the chamber moved
its offices to the first floor of the George
Washington Hotel on Piccadilly Street.
This allowed the chamber to easily
work with visitors to the area.
The 1970s marked the chamber exploring foreign trade opportunities.
In 1982, the chamber hosted the first
jobs fair at Lord Fairfax Community College in Middletown. It also became the
seventh chamber in Virginia to be a U.S.
Small Business Administration Resource

Fred Barr Collection, Stewart Bell Jr. Archives, Handley Regional Library, Winchester,

AT TOP: Chamber building in 1970. ABOVE: Capitol Theatre display and Chamber of
Commerce office in the early 1930s downtown. The marquee shows the Marx brothers
movie “Horse Feathers” was playing. The movie was released in 1932.

Center. In 1983, the chamber launched
what would become its After Hours socials. In 1987, Winchester City Council
member William “Bill” Shendow was
hired as the chamber’s executive director.
“Under Bill’s vision and direction, the
organization’s membership climbed to an
overwhelming 1,500 members,” according to chamber statements. “The overall structure of the organization included
34 committees, councils, and task forces. The total 1996-1997 operating budget including the chamber, tourism and
the Business-Education Council was
$509,000.”
Several programs became chamber
staples during Shendow’s 10-year tenure,
including the All-American Duck Race,
the annual auction, the Business-Education Council and the Community Leadership Program (CLP), which is still going
strong today. CLP is a nine-month program for participants to foster leadership
See Changes, Page 5
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potential in the community.
v
Harry Smith, a local banker and former city councilman who was chairman
of the chamber board in 1998, said there
was a shift in local business ownership in
the 1990s, with more and more businesses owned by outside interests.
“We realized we had changed,” Smith
said.
While manufacturing was and still is
an integral part of the local economy, the
ser vice industr y was gaining its share
of jobs.
In 1993, the chamber marked its 75th
anniversary and adopted a mascot, Winfred, who could be rented for business
ribbon cuttings.
Four years later, the chamber board
adopted the organization’s first state legislative agenda, something that continues today.
In 1999, the chamber board hired Atlanta-based National Community Development Services Inc. to head “Forward
Winchester-Frederick,” a $1.5 million
fundraising campaign for a new chamber headquarters and workforce development programs.
The 18-month campaign raised just

under $1 million.
v
The chamber star ted the 21st century by establishing the nonprofit Winchester-Frederick County Chamber of
Commerce Foundation to raise money
for the organization’s education and charitable activities, which marked a prioritization of workforce development and
leadership training.
In 2001, the chamber signed a contract with Preservation of Historic Winchester to purchase 2 N. Cameron St., a
13,500 square-foot building in the city’s
historic district, for $650,000. The chamber invested an additional $50,000 to renovate the second floor for its offices.
By 2002, the chamber had developed
international trade programs to provide
information and contacts to chamber
members. This lead to a China trade mission trip for members in 2005.
In 2006, the Berryville/Clarke County Chamber of Commerce merged
with the Winchester-Frederick County Chamber to create the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber. This made
the chamber the largest in the Shenandoah Valley, representing nearly 1,250
businesses with more than 44,000 emSee Changes Page 6

Preservation of Historic Winchester

Former Chamber of Commerce building on South Cameron Street in the early 1980s.

An exhibitor participates in the chamber’s Business Expo in 1996.
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This photograph shows the chamber’s board of directors 50 years ago.
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ployees. The same year, the chamber launched the Young Professionals
Group.
In 2008, the chamber moved its office
to its current location at 407 S. Loudoun

St. From that location, it has started several new programs, including the Valor
Awards, which honors local heroes.
Mark Merrill, chief executive officer of Valley Health, parent company of Winchester Medical Center, said
a healthy chamber is indicative of a

Local businessman James R. Wilkins Jr. (right) receives a certificate of appreciation
from the chamber in 1971.

healthy place to live.
“It lifts the economy,” Merrill said.
v
The Top of Virginia Regional Chamber is

located at 407 S. Loudoun St., Winchester.
Call 540-662-4110 or visit regionalchamber.biz. Find the chamber on Facebook at
facebook.com/tvrcva.
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”A

s the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber looks at the past
100 years it also is looking strategically at the next 100
years. In order for the chamber to continue to prosper it

needs to continue to be relevant for our community and members. The
chamber is a responsive community partner that will continue to work
for the betterment of our business community through community
collaborations, advocating, and workforce development.

”

— Mitch Moore, board chairman for the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber

Preservation of Historic Winchester

This image show a chamber awards ceremony.

A chamber official visits Modern Machine Manufacturing Company in 1961.

The Great American Duck Race was a popular chamber event for many years. This
picture was taken in 1996.
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Former chamber executive director Bill Shendow (second from right) and others at the
Visitors Center at Abram’s Delight.

Dignitaries attend a ribbon cutting at the Winchester-Frederick County Visitors Center on
South Pleasant Valley Road.
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Chamber helps businesses grow and prosper
By ONOFRIO CASTIGLIA
The Winchester Star
WINCHESTER — For a century, the Top
of Virginia Regional Chamber has been
helping the community grow and prosper.
Today, the nonprofit organization’s
827 business members often turn to the
chamber for networking opportunities
or to get help with issues affecting local
businesses.
“I’m big on collaboration,” said chamber CEO Richard Kennedy, who moved
to Winchester a year ago from California
to head the organization.
Kennedy encourages chamber members to stop by the chamber office at 407
S. Loudoun St. anytime to talk.
Members also can take advantage of
the chamber’s numerous opportunities to
socialize and stay informed, from attending policy breakfasts with political leaders, to chatting with other professionals
at free monthly After Hours events hosted
at different locations. Quarterly meetings
of the Valley
Business
Wo m e n
and the
Va l l e y
Busin e s s
Group
are other
ways to
connect.

Having state and local government officials address chamber gatherings “is a
growing vehicle for people to know what’s
going on in the area,” Kennedy said.
While the chamber is always working
to improve its collaborative efforts, Kennedy stressed the importance of members being engaged and offering input so
the organization can better serve them.
Longtime chamber member Ir vin
Shendow, of Bell’s Fine Clothing on the
Loudoun Street Mall, agrees.
“It’s only as good as you make it,”
Shendow said.
A driving force
James R. “Jimmy” Wilkins Jr., vice
president of the Wilkins Companies, a
real estate and property management
company in Winchester, served as the
chamber’s board chairman in 1973. His
father, the late James R. Wilkins Sr., was
board chairman in 1955.
The younger Wilkins remembers
his dad using the chamber to push for
progress in the community in the mid20th centur y. One of those successful
initiatives involved moving present-day
Shenandoah University from Dayton to
Winchester. The school opened here in
1960.
Wilkins said local government officials back then sometimes needed a push
to take on projects of such magnitude.
The chamber provided a parallel force of
visionary business leaders to help propel
the region forward.
“You just had a good brain trust of
people who were intelligent and who
would work,” Wilkins said of the chamber’s post-World War II membership.
Over the years, the chamber’s role
in leading the business community
had grown and changed, along with
the community.
“You cannot have a strong business community if you do not have
a strong chamber of commerce,”
Wilkins said.
‘A great way to network’
When Dee Gibbs became plant
manager of the Kraft Heinz facility
Top of Virginia Regional Chamber
CEO Richard Kennedy is “big on
collaboration.”

in Frederick County, “There wasn’t a lot
of [plant] engagement with the community, he said.
Built in 1990, the plant is one of the
company’s three major “ready-to-drink”
manufacturing hubs. It produces Capri
Sun, Mio and Kool-Aid — all familiar
products on grocery store shelves.
The plant’s lack of community partnerships was something Gibbs wanted
to change, so he turned to the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber for assistance.
“For me, it’s a great way to network,
see what the community issues are,”
Gibbs said about the chamber.
Since then, the chamber has helped
connect the plant to community charities
and nonprofit groups in need of support.
The chamber also engages its members in discussions about the local economy.
“Let’s see how we can contribute to
the growth of the city and make it a viable place for people to come and live,”
Gibbs said. “When you live in a community, you should be participating in the

community.”
He added that when the chamber
brings together local manufacturing officials to talk about issues they are facing, such as finding qualified workers, it
makes working on solutions easier and
more enjoyable.
Some of those discussions resulted in
the implementation of a partnership with
Lord Fairfax Community College, which
funnels graduates of its technology programs into local manufacturing jobs.
“That’s truly where it’s at right now,”
Gibbs said.
Gibbs, who is a member of the chamber’s Advisor y Board and Education
Subcommittee, said he likes that the
chamber represents “a diversity of businesses.”
‘Where we want to go’
Schenck Foods on Valley Pike has
been owned by the Huntsberr y family
for four generations.
See Grow, Page A10
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The approximately 90-year-old broadline food distribution company is in the
midst of making its first television commercial under the leadership of Jason
Huntsberr y, 39, who has new ideas he
wants to bring to the business.
“There are so many small farmers and
small producers here locally, and we’ve
partnered with them,” Huntsberry said
about adding locally made products to
Schenck’s offerings, in addition to carrying products from longtime, traditional vendors.
Huntsberry said it’s about letting the
new reinvigorate the old.
For Huntsberry, the same is true with
his chamber affiliation. His family has belonged to the organization for 50 years,
but he only recently reengaged with the
group. He’s part of the chamber’s new
CEO Working Group, which gets local
executives together to attend workshops
and socialize.
“From staff to leadership, their was
willingness,” Huntsberry said about his
interactions with the chamber.
Huntsberry said there are numerous
third- and fourth-generation businesses in the area whose owners are “thinking about where we want to go,” and
See Grow, Page A11
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$

Fourth generation Schenck Foods Co.
owner Jason R. Huntsberry with some
of the locally made food products his
company offers.
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the chamber provides a forum for those
types of discussions.
For example, the local population of
retirees is expected to grow in the coming years, so how can it be served while
still making the area attractive to young
people?
Huntsberr y said he has developed
some answers to that question and others by talking with chamber members
— an experience that has left him “pleasantly surprised.”
'Getting back to the roots'
Jim Stutzman, owner of Jim Stutzman Chevrolet Cadillac and Jim Stutzman Collision Center on Valley Avenue,
said the chamber’s efforts benefit his
businesses.
“When you think about the diversity
of business in this area, [the chamber
is] one of the things that’s protected
our economy,” Stutzman said.
“Communities evolve and things
change,” Stutzman said, and he sees
the chamber working to “get back to
the roots” of driving the community’s
economic engine.
In the middle of the 20th centur y,
“the chamber was really the driving
force in helping to create development... for what you see today,” Stutzman said.
In more recent years, local government has largely taken over that role.
Now, the chamber is a collective
champion for local businesses, which
are sustained by their community,
Stutzman said.
In a country grappling with economic globalization, the chamber can empower the community by encouraging
local spending.
When a person buys locally, they are
protecting their own community, Stutzman said.
“There’s a lot of benefits to dealing
locally, and it doesn’t always cost more.
Buy locally, it’s better for you as a customer.”
It takes everyone
When United Bank market president and former City Council member
Harr y Smith became chamber board
chairman in 2003, it was clear the local
economy had shifted, with more businesses owned by outside interests.

JEFF TAYLOR/The Winchester Star

Harry Smith, market president of United
Bank, was chamber board chairman in
2003 — a time when the local economy
had shifted.

The challenge then, Smith said, was
how would the chamber “ser ve the
community when the community had
changed?”
The chamber responded by becoming “more service-based,” Smith said,
because it was more impor tant than
ever to focus on promoting and engaging local businesses and their interests.
“We’ve created this ver y positive
business environment within the state
that’s very attractive,” Smith said. “We
are in a great business environment,
and the chamber has been a par t of
that.”
But the chamber’s success hinges
on the involvement of its members,
Smith said.
In order to “see value,” Smith said,
members have to par ticipate. That’s
what gives them the access to marketing, education, connections and advocacy.
Smith said a vibrant local economy
“takes everyone.”

CUNDIFF & ASSOCIATES, CPA, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants

Congratulates
Top of Virginia
Regional Chamber
For 100 Years of Service
321 S. Loudoun St.
Winchester, VA 22601
(540) 667-0441

A12 — October 5, 2017

Top of Virginia Regional Chamber’s 100 Anniversary

Regionalchamber.biz | 540.662.4118

Corporate Challenge Golf Tournament — June 30, 2017

Hole sponsor - Cundiff & Associates

Volunteers and hole sponsor. Left to right: Bryan Biddle, Jim
Guisewhite, Lisa Whirley, and Dan Wall.

BK Connected Solutions Team
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... and the winners are ...

1st place - second flight winners! BB&T Team.
Right to left: Mark Kelly, Brad Sumner, and Ed White.

2nd place - 1st flight - Jim Stutzman Chevrolet Team

Corporate Challenge trophy winners – Lyle P. Strosnyder,
Inc
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Valor Awards
November 3, 2016

2016 Lifesaving Award
presented to Corporal Keith
Nixon.

2016 Silver Medal
of Valor presented to
Trooper Pamela Neff.

Gold Medal of Valor award
winner Merrill Naylor with
Cheryl Lewis.

The 2016 Valor
Award winners.

The 2016 Lifesaving Award presented to Firefighter
Bryant Gochenour, Firefighter Kevin Layman,
Firefighter Jeffrey Hartman and Firefighter Matthew
Morris.

2016 Unit Citation Award
presented to Winchester Fire &
Rescue B Shift Personnel.

Often imitated. Never duplicated.
There is something to be said about a lender who has been serving rural America for
more than 100 years — and that’s us, Farm Credit! Don’t be fooled by “here today,
gone tomorrow” lenders. We’re the original experts in agricultural lending. If you’re
looking for financing and exceptional customer service, give us a call today.
We specialize in loans for:

2016 Lifesaving Award presented to
Lieutenant Warren Gosnell, Deputy Eric
White and Sergeant Jason Hough.

2016 Valor Award attendees congratulating
Gold Medal of Valor Award winner Sergeant
David Holliday.

• Farms
• Homes
• Land
• Construction
• Refinancing
• Equipment

Lending support to rural America®
888.339.3334 | mafc.com |
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Greater Good Awards — January 27, 2017

Rich Weller and Devon Smith
Greater Good Award Winners (from left): Elizabeth Minor,
Citizen of the Year; White Properties of Winchester, Small
Business of the Year; Kate Horton, BK Connected Solutions,
Entrepreneur of the Year; Valley Health System, Large
Business of the Year.
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More of the
Greater Good
Awards

2017 Board of
Directors installation

www.techteamsolutions.com
540-667-2000

Best Wishes
On Your 100th Anniversary
Top of Virginia
Regional Chamber

• Computer Sales & Service
• Printer/Copier Sales & Service
• Business Telephone Systems

540-667-2000

106 S. Loudoun Street • Winchester, VA 22601
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Valley Health - Large Business
of the Year Award

White Properties - Small Business of the Year Award
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Hob Nob in the Valley — September 2017

Jay Foreman and Rich Weller
2017 Hob Nob in the Valley at Lord Fairfax Community
College.

Scott Harvard, Del. Dave LaRock and Kevin Callanan
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The 2017 Hob Nob in the Valley drew a big crowd.

Sen. Jill Vogel addresses Hob Nob in the Valley guests. The
event is an annual political mixer hosted by the chamber.
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Habitat for Humanity ReStore - April 4, 2017

Signet Marketing - January 4, 2017

Congratulations
Top of Virginia
Regional
Chamber

100th Anniversary
Celebration

540-486-4948

158 Front Royal Pike #309, Winchester, VA 22602

Navy Federal - July 10, 2017
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DDL Business Systems - May 17, 2017

Eagan & Company - June 5, 2017

JC Penney - May 18, 2017
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A22 — October 5, 2017

Top of Virginia Regional Chamber’s 100 Anniversary

Compass West Realty - June 8, 2017

The Chef’s Market - April 19, 2017

White House Cares - June 16, 2017

Winchester’s

Premier Music Store Since 1937
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Pianos & Clavinovas • School Band Rentals
Guitars, Accessories & Sheet Music
New & Reconditioned Instruments

2640 Valley Ave. • Winchester • www.gmmusicinc.com

540.662.3836
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Experimac - May 11, 2017

SportClips - May 16, 2017

Firefly Bakery & Cafe - June 22, 2017
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