BUSINESS AGENDA
a membership publication of the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber

December 2015
MISSION STATEMENT:

Providing programs and services that
meet the business and professional
needs of our members.

STAFF:

Christine Kriz
CEO
ckriz@regionalchamber.biz

Jody Wall
Director, Program Development
jwall@regionalchamber.biz
Cynthia Schneider
Director, Finance and Administration
cschneider@regionalchamber.biz
Danita Roble
Director, Membership Development
droble@regionalchamber.biz
Emily Buhl
Director, Marketing and Communications
ebuhl@regionalchamber.biz
Katie Brunson
Administrative Assistant
office@regionalchamber.biz
If you would like to submit content for
the Business Agenda, contact Emily Buhl
at 540-662-4118 EXT 17 or
ebuhl@regionalchamber.biz
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NEW MEMBERS
November
Your Healthy Side, LLC
Lori Fountain Bales
225 W. North Ave.
Winchester, VA
CasZone, LLC
John Graves
Winchester, VA
Seven Bends Media
James Montgomery
150 W. Commercial St.
Winchester, VA
Dominion Real Estate Association
Teresa “Tess” Klimm
7930 Main St.
Middletown, VA
American Classic Bar & Grill
Tammy Sealock
419 Gateway Drive
Winchester, VA

Monthly CEO Message

As 2015 comes to
a close, I’d like to
take a moment
to wish you, your
employees, and
your families a
wonderful holiday
season and a very
prosperous New Year!

As we enter our 99th year as a
Chamber, it is extremely pleasing to
be able to report to you a strong financial position, as well as a vibrant
membership, which I believe to be
one of the most active membership
in our Chamber’s history. Members
like you enable us to provide a sustainable business community as well
as foster growth and positive change.
I’m so proud of our sponsors, volunteers, and staff. Their hard work and
dedication enable us to help more
than 20,000 of our region’s family
members and friends, who work in
our 800 member businesses.
I hope that you and your employees
will take advantage of the upcoming
2016 opportunities that our great
staff and volunteers have put together for you, your business, and your
employees. Opportunities include:
•Free, confidential executive coaching educational seminars
•Free networking opportunities offered at least twice a month
•Free Leadshare groups – there’s no
additional fee.
•A free political voice for your business
•Promote your event free on our
community calendar

•Marketing solutions - Advertise
directly to over 800 businesses
•Online Marketplace – Your very
own online business.
•Employment Solutions – online job
posting service
Your Chamber Membership extends
to all of your employees, so not only
can you be involved, but all your
staff can be involved in the Chamber. Whether you choose to take advantage of free mentoring, financial
counseling, attend our monthly free
training seminars, post a hot deal
online, sponsor an event, or serve on
a committee, your engagement will
help you develop your business and
make valuable connections. Call or
email our office for more details on
any of the exciting benefits above.
I wish for 2016 to be a milestone
year of growth and prosperity for
our communities, our chamber and
our businesses. I ask you to continue
to join us in the hard work of creating
a stronger local economy, promoting
the community, representing business issues, and providing networking opportunities.
We thank you for being an integral
part of our future!
Respectfully,

Top of VA Regional Chamber, CEO

•Monthly leadership seminars
•Monthly small business seminars
•Young Professionals Group
•Valley Business Women
•Community Leadership Development program
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SAVE THE DATE

Friday, January 29, 2016
5:30 - 9:00 pm
Best Western Lee-Jackson Inn
& Conference Center

Join the Top of Virginia Regional Chamber members at the annual Greater Good Awards Dinner to kick off the new year for the business community. The purpose of the “Greater Good
Awards” is to celebrate outstanding individuals and businesses for the contributions they
make to the quality of life and economic stability of our region through genuine community
commitment, dedication to excellence and ethical and creative business practices.
The criteria by which the nominees will be judged are community involvement, ethics and
character, leadership, creativity, economic impact, and growth. Each business or individual
should have been in the community for at least 3 years. Please click HERE to fill out the application.

WIN A FREE Radio Interview on 95.3 The RIVER!
Submit a nomination by December 11th to be entered to win!
The Valley Business Today Show,
featuring the Top of Virginia
Regional Chamber, airs the fourth
Wednesday of every month at 12:30
p.m.
www.theriver953online.com

RIBBON
CUTTING
Ribbon Cutting at Backseat Bar and Grill at 104 Full House Drive, Winchester, VA.
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EVENTS CALENDAR
December 3, 2015
Pre-Legislative Breakfast
The George Washington Hotel
103 E. Piccadilly St.
Winchester, VA
8:00 am - 9:00 am

December 8, 2015*
Business After Hours
The George Washington Hotel
103 E. Piccadilly St.
Winchester, VA
5:30 pm - 7:00 pm
*Young Professional Group is hosting a canned
food drive. You will receive 1 drink voucher
if you bring donations. There will be NO YPG
meeting this month.

December 15, 2015
Business and Breakfast
Nibblins
229 Market St.
Winchester, VA
7:30 am - 9:00 am

January 29, 2016
Greater Good Awards
The Best Western
Lee-Jackson Inn & Conference Center
Winchester, VA
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Greater Good Awards
Silent Auction Donations are
now being accepted!
There are several ways you
can participate in the event,
obtain recognition for your
business and support your local Chamber of Commerce!
•Register now to attend. Get
your tickets now before they
sell out! Click here to take advantage of this great opportunity to network with local
business leaders
www.regionalchamber.biz.
•Donate an item to the popular Silent Auction. To obtain
valuable recognition for your
business click this link for the
donation form.
•Nominate a deserving
business or individual for
the prestigious community
awards, Large Business of
the Year, Small Business of
the Year, Entrepreneur of the
Year, and Citizen of the year ~
To support our local business
community click HERE for the
nomination form.

A fractured life, put back together. She didn’t want to
give up her career. But the
pace was killing her. How one
woman left behind the jet-set
life, found success and returned to her family.
Click here to continue reading.
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Securing Your Future - A
Skilled Workforce Initiative

The Chamber is proud to announce
the Securing Your Future Initiative.
The Secure Your Future mission is to
bring the business community into
collaboration with the education
community through ongoing dialogue that will define the employee
skills and talents needed by local
businesses and promote the training
programs that can fulfill those skills.
Through the work of the Chamber
Education Committee, networks
between business and school have
been established. More precisely, a
unique alliance between the Top of
Virginia Regional Chamber and public
schools of Winchester, Frederick and
Clarke counties has provided these
networks to promote a connection
between business and student.

How exactly does this collaboration
work? The focus of the initiative is
K-12 to provide real life experiences
for students as they approach graduation. The experiences can take one
of the following forms:
• Job shadowing
• Mentoring
• Internship
• Co-operative education
Each of the responsibilities is unique
in its exposure and requirements
while providing “real life” work experience for our high school students.
We ask businesses who are interested in working with our students in
the development of a “skilled workforce”, businesses who believe in the
future of our business community, to
contact the Chamber office for additional information at 540-662-4118.
Click HERE for more information.
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THANK YOU FOR
REINVESTING IN NOVEMBER
Adam and Garth Staffing and Executive Search
Amerisist Assisted Living
Annandale Millwork & Allied System Corporation
Area 13, Special Olympics
Candlewood Suites
Eugene B. Smith Gallery & Custom Framing Studio
Foreman Buildres, Inc.
Jimmy John’s Gourmet Sandwhiches
Interstate- All Battery Center Winchester
Kidwell Fencing & Home Improvement
McCarthy & Akers, P.L.C
Nature Scapes
Northern Virginia 4-H Education Center
Our Health
Proshred of Northern Virginia
Quality Auto Parts, LLC- NAPA
Reichert Travel, LLC
Royal United
The George Washington - A Wyndham Grand Hotel
Wayne McEachern - Miracles with Water
Winchester Cardiology and Vascular Medicine
WVPT Public Television

Medical Weight Management
Jacqueline Shoemaker
MSN, RN, FNP-BC

(540) 686-7224
WinchesterWeightLoss.com
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