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Summer Music In The Park

Firework Fundraiser

HELP US PRESENT THE BEST 4TH OF JULY
FIREWORKS IN SOUTHERN MINNESOTA
Friday, May 18, you will find the dedicated Chamber Ambassadors
and other volunteers on the corner of Broadway and Main working in
partnership with KATE/Albert Lea Radio. Our goal is to raise $18,000
by the end of the day. We have accomplished this in the past and
with your help and support we can do it again.Our live broadcast
begins at 8:00 a.m. on May 18, in historic downtown Albert Lea.We
appreciate all of the community’s support over the years. We hope
that you canagain help us put on the best fireworks display in
Southern Minnesota. It is truly wonderful to see all the individuals,
businesses and organizations that make this such a success each
year.To donate, drive by and drop off your donation with one of our
amazing volunteers. If your organization or business is interested in
contributing you may consider challenging your employees to donate
by agreeing to match the amount raised or by offering some other
type of incentive.Want to make it really interesting? Consider
challenging another organization or business! We would be happy to
share these challenges on the air. Unable to drive by that day? Don’t
worry. We can invoice your office. Just let us know by giving us a
call at 373-3938.
Please help by stopping out at the corner of Broadway and Main or
by sending your
tax deductible contribution to:
Fourth of July Fireworks Fund c/o Albert Lea –Freeborn County
Chamber Foundation
1725 W Main Street
Albert Lea, MN 56007
Thank you for your support!

Small Street Journal
Albert Lea Community Theatre
(ACT) announces 2018 Season
" Beauty and the Beast" July 20-21, 2018
For more information or ticket information go to
actonbroadway.com

Save the dates!
17th Annual City wide Garage Sale
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday
June 8th, 9th,and 10th, 2018
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3rd of July Parade
Application are now available on our website
www.albertlea.org
Under event tab or stop by at the office to pick one up

It's Chamber Golf Outing Time Again!!
Join us July 23, 2018 for the 55th Annual Chamber Golf Outing! It will be a Best
Shot Golf Tournament, with a 12:30 shotgun start at Wedgewood Cove, Albert
Lea. A portion of the golf outing proceeds will go to Freeborn County Student
Scholarships.
For more information contact Geri Jensen at member@albertlea.org or call the
Chamber Office at 507-373-3938. Registration forms may also be found online at
www.albertlea.org and mailed to the ALFC Chamber of Commerce, 1725 W. Main
Street, Albert Lea, MN 56007 or faxed to 507-373-0344.
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Ambassador Visits

Acupuncture Elements LLC

Scholarship Awards
Congratulations to the senior’s on the
Ambassadors Scholarship Awards:
Bailey Rye
Dorcas Ogunkanbi
Alec Wendelboe
Dayna Edwards
Autumn Muilenburg
Emma Grossman
Brody Nielson
Ellie Aldrich
Lauren Bizjak

Page 3

Business Monthly

May 2018

Committee Updates
CHAMBER BOARD –– meet on April 25. The Fair Board received bids on the grandstand
repairs. Ryan Nolander is leaving Albert Lea and will begin his new position at the
Rochester ALEDA starting June 4. July 14 will be a 10/25/50 mile route Family Bike Event
‘Rock-N-Roll The Lakes’. Riverland Community College enrollment is up for summer classes.
Open Houses are being planned for the City Public Works addition and the new Airport
Arrival/Departure building. Dredging equipment will be in Fountain Lake by June 15. July 23
is the Ambassador Golf Outing at Wedgewood. The new member to the Chamber Board of
Directors is Daniel Gregg of Select Foods of Albert Lea.
GREEN COMMITTEE – Meet on April 18.The City Maintenance Department has been contacted
for their recommendation for the type of tree and where to plant the tree in honor of Hy-Vee
being selected to receive the Environmental Award at our Annual Meeting.
AG COMMITTEE – didn’t meet in April
AMBASSADORS – met on April 11th. The scholarship committee did the interviews, they have 10
scholarship to award. Scholarship winner will be announced at a later date. They have 6 teams sign up
already for the golf outing in July. They will be visiting Chevrolet of Albert Lea and Mortarr in the month of
May.
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE – . meet on April 12. City updates were the Stables Area
should receive funding this year; the company Mortarr will be the new first floor tenant in the
Bank Building; MPCA is requiring Wastewater Treatment Plants to reduce the phosphorus count
that is put back in our streams and lakes; Fire Facility has a new location the City is looking at,
it is the former Freeborn Mower Warehouses across from the Law Enforcement building.
Shell Rock Watershed has a new Administrator, Andy Henschel. The Contractor doing the dredging
of Fountain Lake would like to begin on May 18. The Watershed Board would like to host a
grill out ‘Community Event’ for the kick-off of the dredging. The public will be able to view the
dredge and ask questions about the Project.
WORKSITE WELLNESS COMMITTEE – meet on March 20. Debbie Eddy from Rochester with the
Alzheimer’s Association gave out information on the walk here in Albert Lea at Frank Hall Park
on Sunday, September 23. It is a 1 and/or 3 mile route and held Rain or Shine. The
Bike/Walk to Work Day is Friday, May 18. The Just Play Event which is an outdoor event for
people of all ages and abilities to be active and try something new and have fun. Some of the
activities are children’s bike rodeo, pickle ball, bocce ball, kayaks and canoes, just to name a
few events. This Event will be held on Saturday, June 23 at Frank Hall Park from 9 am – 2
pm.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CVB
SUSIE PETERSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTORALBERT LEA CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU

Summer music in the park begins Thursday, May 31 in beautiful Fountain Lake
Park – 5:30-7:30pm. Each Thursday evening with the exception of fair week
there will be a variety of live music.

For a detail list of events, visit our website www.albertleatourism.org to find all
the latest in local tourism related information. Our calendar is updated daily.
Stop in at our office at 102 W. Clark Street, email susie@albertleatourism.org
or call us at 507-373-2316.
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MINNESOTA CHAMBER INFO
Business Benchmarks: Growing Minnesota at center of
legislative tax debate
By Doug Loon
The Legislature is in its final stretch, and the supplemental budget and tax bills are center stage. The Minnesota Chamber and our
local partners continue to impress upon Governor Dayton and the Legislature the opportunity – and need – to rightsize
Minnesota’s tax structure for the benefit of employers and employees. We urge the state to start on a path of incremental
reductions in both corporate and personal income tax rates.
Minnesota business taxes are already among the highest in the nation. Our corporate rate is third highest. Our top rate in
personal income taxes is fourth highest, which affects individuals as well as the businesses that pay their taxes through personal
tax returns.
These businesses line our main streets. They anchor our industrial parks. They are the backbone of our local and state
economies. And all of them – whether large, medium or small – pay attention to costs when making decisions to grow jobs in
Minnesota.
Joe Effertz, president of Black Forest in Owatonna, says: “Black Forest is a small company that employs 40 people. We’re very
similar to the Viracons of the world, the Wengers, in that we compete nationally for customers all across the U.S. For us to remain
competitive from a tax environment allows us to innovate and invest back in the business, so we can keep growing our jobs, our
businesses so we can be sustainable into the future.”
Dave Cone, CEO of Kahler Automation in Fairmont, relates that one of its customers moved its entire operation form Minneapolis
to a Wisconsin site 45 miles away. “It was all due to the corporate tax rate.”
Darlene Macklin, executive director of the Worthington Area Chamber of Commerce, has the perspective of living competing
along the border. “That's one thing that we always have a difficult time with when we’re trying to recruit business or industries. In
South Dakota, they don’t pay any taxes, so it makes it a little harder for us as a border community.”
Lisa Mangino Swanson, communications director for Hugo's Family Marketplace with headquarters in Grand Forks, sees the
impact from a company with stores in Minnesota and North Dakota. “If there is anything in the tax structure that can be eased on
the Minnesota side, obviously that helps move decisions forward faster. ... I think most businesses would agree with that. We
want to offer what we can in wages and benefits. We're committed to doing that. Some help on the Minnesota site would definitely
be appreciated."
Alyza Bohbot, owner of Alakef Coffee Roasters in Duluth, speaks to community vitality. "If we don't have the resources to reinvest
in ourselves, we can't reinvest in our community. What's the point of paying into (tax) systems if we're going bankrupt as a
company. ... With some tax relief, imagine what Minnesota could accomplish. Imagine what our businesses could accomplish. ...
The backbone of the Minnesota economy is small business."
The state’s current two-year budget is set, and spending is up 11.4%, approaching $46 billion. Minnesota is enjoying a budget
surplus for the fifth consecutive year - $529 million – with reserves at nearly $2 billion.
Now is the time to make your voices heard as legislative debate begins in earnest on the tax bills. Let’s use the revenue from
federal tax reform and the state surplus to reduce, not raise, taxes on Minnesotans.
Doug Loon is president of the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce – www.mnchamber.com.

Page 7

Business Monthly

May 2018

Thank you to Riverland Community College for
hosting business after hours

2018 Business After Hours
January - Chamber Of Commerce
February - Green Mill Restaurant & bar
March April - Riverland Community College
May -American Value Inn
June - Country Inn and Suites
July August September - Security Bank MN
October - Marketplace Foods
November - Hy-Vee
December - Albert Lea Tribune
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EZ SEAL
507-460-0018
Serving Austin, Albert Lea, and the surrounding areas.
Make a memorable first impression with your customers with a clean parking lot by EZ SEAL LLC.
We all know that April showers bring May flowers. Did you know, that April showers also reveal all
the debris and damage left behind by Old Man Winter in your parking lot?
Clean parking lots are good for your business and good for the environment too!
Successful businesses and property managers have recognized that shoppers, guests, and
tenants begin making judgments by the cleanliness or lack thereof, the moment they first see your
parking lot. In today’s challenging economic climate, a clean parking lot is no longer just a good
idea – it is a requirement.
The blacktop and concrete surfaces in your parking lot represent a significant investment, so it
makes sense to keep them clean with EZ Seal LLC. Cleaning your parking lot removes abrasive
dirt, sand, and other debris which shortens the service life of your parking area’s concrete,
blacktop, seal coat, and striping. The damaging effects of debris do not stop at the front door of
your business. This debris is tracked into your office causing damage, stains, and excessive ware
on your flooring. This results in an increase in interior floor maintenance and expense.
EZ Seal LLC. uses a combination of power brooms, power blowing, as well as hand brooming,
and shoveling to remove trash and debris from corner areas, curbs, landscaping, and around
outdoor trash receptacles. Parking lot cleanup is not only needed in the spring. EZ Seal LLC. can
clean your parking lot after construction project is finished, new landscaping, or before and after
summer festivals.
We at EZ Seal LLC. understand each business and location is unique. We can provide a flexible
working schedule (holidays, weekends, or evenings) that takes into consideration your business
hours, traffic, parking patterns, noise restrictions, and debris levels. EZ Seal LLC. service
providers are qualified and trained to keep your parking lot clean and safe. We pride ourselves on
reliability, dependability, professionalism, and consideration for your customers and business.
Although the weather is too cold to seal coat in April and the first part of May this is a great time to
consider painting new lines, stencils, crack repair, or pothole repair.
Seal coating begins May 15, 2018 (weather permitting – temperatures in the mid 50’s).
Call Shay at 507-460-0018 for an estimate and seal us into your 2018 summer plans today!

Thank you

The following members renewed their memberships in March:
Thompson Electric of Albert Lea
Sanderson Auto Repair
Bauer Built Tire Center
The Lofts at Lea Center
Carpenter Company, Inc.
Education Foundation of Albert Lea
POET Biorefining Glenville
ITC Midwest LLC
Groe, Rhodette
Wedgewood Cove Golf Club
Hillcrest Cemetery Association
The Arc of Freeborn County
KSMQ-TV
The INTERCHANGE Wine & Coffee
Marco
Bistro
Salvation Army
Jensen Excavating & Trucking, LLC
Shell Food Mart
Biz Wiz Marketing LLC
Trail's Travel Center

Board of Directors
Justin Oman. Board Chair
Security Bank MN
373-1481

George Gonzalez
Dave Syverson Auto
373-1438

Kim Nelson
Riverland Community
College
433-0607

Julia Thompson
Catherine Buboltz, Past
Freeborn County Shopper
Chair
Angie Kolker
373-1310
Director of Sales &
Freeborn-Mower
Marketing
Cooperative Services
Kathy Sabinish
Thorne Crest Senior
373-6421
Dave's Phone
Living Community
Booth/Frames-R-Us
(507) 373-2311
Brandon Stevens
377-0848
Cargil Cooked Turkey
Patricia Dahl, 1st Vice Chair
and Meats
Kelly Goskeson
Mayo Clinic Health
377-2526
Mrs. Gerry's
SystemAlbert
Daniel Gregg
(507) 373-6384
Lea and Austin
Albert Lea Select Foods
(507) 373-2384
379-9282
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Like us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/alfccha
mber

Follow us on Twitter
https://www.twitter.com/ALFCCC

Chamber Staff
Geri Jensen
ASST. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
member@albertlea.org

Elaine Wallace
EXEC. ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
alfccoc@albertlea.org
Tori Anderson
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
chamberoffice@albertlea.org

Albert Lea- Freeborn County Chamber of Commerce. 1725 W Main St. Albert Lea, MN 56007. 507.373.3938.
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