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DEAR CHAMBER MEMBERS,
A Note from Interim Executive Director, Tom Newell

It was a little over a month ago that Randy and the Executive Chamber Board asked me to look
after the Freeborn County Chamber while Randy took a medical leave of absence. There wasn’t
too much discussion about job responsibilities, but there didn’t need to be with the assumption that
in two months Randy would be back and could cleanup anything that I may have failed to do, or to
fix areas I didn’t live up to his standards. This assumption changed dramatically on Thanksgiving
Day with the news of Randy’s death. At the moment I received this news I was filled with the
emptiness that often is felt with the passing of great people, but it was even more personal knowing
that I wouldn’t have Randy coming back to fix things. I am still the Interim Director, but no longer
the substitute. My job is to make ready the Albert Lea – Freeborn County Chamber of Commerce,
and the Chamber Foundation for a new director. Although that isn’t the job I had signed up for, you
have my pledge to stay with it for however long it takes. I further pledge to do my best to clean up
my own messes.
In past December messages, Randy would council us on the importance of shopping locally. As in
the past, so many of our local merchants are dependent upon year-end sales. They are dependent
on Freeborn County residents to generate those sales. If you value the selection of goods and
services offered to us locally, shopping locally is the only way to assure these markets remain
available to us in the future. It does not matter if the business is down town, at the mall, in a strip
mall, or in one of our surrounding communities in the county. If you shop at a local business, you
are keeping your money in the community and helping your community grow. It is also a way of
letting the corporations that may own some of the stores you shop at, that we value their presence
in the community. Many of our members have an online presence, by looking them up you are still
investing in and keeping your community strong. Please check out your local merchants and make
the effort to spend your dollars at home. In the long run it will benefit us all.
In your gifting it is often hard to know what to get some of the people on your list. Gift cards have
grown into a big thing at this time of year for that very reason. If you are concerned about your
local economy, you might consider our Chamber Bucks Program rather than a gift card. This is a
program that is offered as a service through the Chamber and the Chamber Bucks can be used at
most Chamber member businesses. They are sold at straight retail value and are redeemed in the
same manner. One does not need to be a Chamber member to purchase them, and the Chamber
does not profit from the program. Our involvement is strictly to meet our mission of helping to grow
a healthy and positive local business climate.
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SMALL STREET JOURNAL
Albert Lea Community Theatre
(ACT) announces 2017-2018 Season

"Don't Hug Me, We're Married Feb 22 - March 3 2018
"The Miracle Worker" April 19 - 28, 2018
" Beauty and the Beast" July 20-21, 2018
For more information or ticket information go to actonbroadway.com

Save the Date!
2018 Gourmet Auction
Sponsored by the Big Island Rendezvous and the Albert Lea – Freeborn County
Chamber of Commerce. Event brings together some of Freeborn County’s finest
chefs in one room where they stand ready to dazzle you with their creations.
Money raised will support Education Days at the 2018 Rendezvous and
community projects of the Albert Lea – Freeborn County Chamber. Join us! Bring
a friend, bring your family and don’t forget your appetite.
Date: January 26, 2018
Time: 5:30-10:00 PM
Location: Wedgewood Cove
Contact: Geri Jensen
Email: member@albertlea.org
Event Schedule: Silent Auction 5:30 -7:25
Social Hour 5:30 p.m.
Tasting starts at 6:30 p.m.
Live Auction – 7:30 PM
Fees/Admission: $25 per Ticket
2 for $40
$175 for a table of ten
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Board of Directors
Justin Oman. Board Chair
Security Bank MN
373-1481
Catherine Buboltz, Past Chair
Director of Sales & Marketing
Thorne Crest Senior
Living Community
(507) 373-2311
Patricia Dahl, 1st Vice Chair
Mayo Clinic Health SystemAlbert
Lea and Austin
George Gonzalez
Dave Syverson Auto
373-1438

Conger Meat Market
New Location

Julia Thompson
Freeborn County Shopper
373-1310
Kathy Sabinish
Dave's Phone
Booth/Frames-R-Us
377-0848
Dr. Adenuga Atewologun
Riverland Community
College
433-0607
Kim Nelson
Freeborn County Historical
Museum
373-8003
Angie Kolker
Freeborn-Mower
Cooperative Services
373-6421

Leutholds
100th Year in Business

Brandon Stevens
Cargil Cooked Turkey
and Meats
377-2526
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COMMITTEE UPDATES
The Worksite Wellness Committee - met on November 17. SHIP representative
encouraged the worksites that funds are available for snack stations, quiet rooms,
etc. A Lunch & Learn Event is scheduled for January 24, 2018 with a topic of “Work
Injuries” on helping eliminate some of the stress that comes with handling worker’s
compensation in the workforce.
The Green Committee – Didn’t meet in November .
Ag Committee -Didn't meet in November
The Chamber Ambassador Committee - The Ambassadors will be busy
in December visiting the following businesses BeMoblie and Bomgaars.
The Chamber Board of Directors – met on November 22. The new Board
Member Brandon Stevens with Cargill was welcomed. The Ambassador
Scholarship is out on our web-site and is for High School Students to apply. Our
Intern Tom Newell has offered to visit some potential new members and current
members to reiterate the benefits and advantages of using the Chamber.
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE – meet on November 9. The grandstand
at the Fairgrounds is being looked at after the lower portion was closed due to
water/flooding issues this past summer. The Event Barn was approved by the City.
The City is waiting for a Feasibility Study from the developer on the Freeborn Bank
Building. The City has purchased a new/used ladder truck for the Fire Department.
There will be no meeting in December.

PAGE 5

BUSINESS MONTHLY

DECEMBER 2017

Committee Updates cont.
The Business Education Committee - met on Friday, Nov. 3, 2017. We
welcomed Tom Newell, Interim Chamber Director, to our committee.
Albert Lea High School: Seven people from ALHS and RCC visited
Alexandria HS Career and Tech Ed High School on 10/26. This group
focused on curriculum and program development. We are doing some
similar things and there are ideas that we can look at replicating. Career
Awareness Education Plan: We will continue to submit Guest Editorials to
the Albert Lea Tribune. There are excellent careers in our area that
require two years or less of training/education, with an opportunity for
advancement and growth. Career awareness activities continue at the
Middle School and High School level. Albert Lea School Board: They are
looking at calendar year discussions and ongoing facilities/grounds
improvements. AL Family Y: Y USA will be rolling out nationwide
membership. Working on a Stay For Play partnership with ECFE.
Community Education/ECFE: STEAM classes start mid-November.
Community Ed Winter book is due out in Dec. with classes starting Jan
and Feb. Voluntary Pre-K still has spots open. ECFE office getting many
calls about the challenge of finding infant/night/overnight daycare and it is
impacting area employees. Riverland College: October Career Day 2017
went well. ALHS had 5 buses of juniors and they were very engaged in
the offered activities and programming. Other: Some area employers are
wondering how to reach out to Quad Graphics, Waseca employees, who
will be losing their jobs the end of December. Albert Lea has a lot to offer.
Next meeting: Dec. 1, January 5 at the Chamber office, 8:30. Reminder:
if District 241 cancels school or is a late start, we will not have BEC.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CVB
SUSIE PETERSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR- ALBERT LEA
CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU

Merry Christmas! On behalf our the CVB Board of Directors and our staff, we wish you a joyful holiday season
filled with memories as you celebrate the holidays with family and friends. Enjoy the many arts, music,
entertainment and events scheduled this Christmas season of joy!
The annual “Live Nativity” will be held, December 1 & 2, 7-9pm at New Life Christian Church in Albert Lea.
The Annual Christmas Gathering at the Freeborn County Historical Museum will be held December 2, 10am-4pm.
Check out the decorations and pictures with Santa, toy displays, cookies, coffee and hot apple cider.
“Joy to the World” is the theme for the annual Festival of Trees presented by the Albert Lea Art Center beautifully
displayed in the Northbridge Mall. “The Evening of Dazzle on Saturday, December 2, 5:30pm to 7:30pm will
feature special music, hors d’oeuvres, wine tasting and door prizes. The Festival of Trees will be open
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday from 1pm to 4pm and Fridays from 1pm to 7pm. A free will offering
to support the arts in our community will be available.
New location for the annual Model Railroad & Swap Meet on December 1 & 2nd at the Albert Lea Armory – 9am to
4pm Saturday and 10am to 3pm Sunday.
National Theater Live presents “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Wolf” performed December 2, 7pm and “Rosencrantz &
Guildenstern are Dead” on December 16th held at Marion Ross Performing Arts Center.
“Simple Gifts” with Billy McLaughlin in concert, will be held December 3rd, 7pm at Southwest Middle School
Auditorium featuring Albert Lea High School Choir, an enchanting evening of Christmas music.
Breakfast from Santa at Wedgewood Cove, Saturday, December 9th at 9am. Bring a toy to share for Toys for Tots
and your camera with pictures with Santa!
A Christmas Concert held on December 10th at United Methodist Church at 3pm and 7pm at Grace Lutheran
Church featuring Harmony Junction and the Faith Tones along with the Community Band for an old fashion
Christmas!
The Holiday Bazaar on Broadway will be held Thursday, December 14, 4-7pm featuring Rainbow Country Horse
Drawn Trolley, Santa Claus, pop up shops and live music in the Bank Building, High School Caroliers and
Community Brass Brand.
Live Dylan Kaercher’s Christmas Memories Dinner Theater starring Dylan Kaercher & Carrie Boyer held at
Wedgewood Cove. Doors open at 6:15 Dinner at 7:00, Show at 7:30. Two great meal choices and cash bar
available.
Sinatra and Company presents “That Holiday Feeling”, held at Marion Ross Performing Arts Center, December 22,
7pm.
May the spirit of Christmas fill your heart with warmth and love. Merry Christmas from all of us at the CVB!
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MINNESOTA CHAMBER INFO
Business Benchmarks: If we lead from ahead, we will stay there
By Doug Loon
Minnesota has the tools to lead the nation in economic change and growth with tremendous workforce and
innovation strengths, according to our annual Minnesota Business Benchmarks. Yet the state lags in many key
economic indicators, partly due to self-imposed headwinds.
Those are the chief takeaways of the third annual report produced by the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce and
our local Chamber Federation partners. Click here for the full Business Benchmarks report.
Positioning Minnesota for a prosperous future requires preventive maintenance borne from awareness and
informed conversation on our state’s economic strengths and challenges. To be certain, it’s tough to evaluate
Minnesota’s economy by following the state’s disparate performance in national business rankings. How can we
be CNBC’s third best state for business, yet 47th in the Small Business Policy Index.
That makes the clarity of our Business Benchmarks especially timely and valuable. By aggregating objective
data measuring Minnesota’s health and competitiveness against other states, we can build on our many
strengths and mitigate notable threats.
Among the key findings:
• Minnesota continues to shine in innovation. This success should be used as a catalyst to close the gap with
other states on entrepreneurship and start-up activity.
• Our workforce continues to be one of Minnesota’s greatest assets. Working to close the achievement gap and
keeping an open door to incoming talent will continue to fuel economic growth.
• Minnesota’s tax environment threatens our other competitive advantages. Working to lower rates and simplify
the tax structure will make other elements of our business climate even more inviting to grow jobs and our
economy for the long term.
• Minnesota’s affordable cost of living helps recruit and retain talent. Reining in other everyday business costs
will help employers maintain a healthy bottom line and compete into the future.
Business Benchmarks provides an excellent springboard for our legislative agenda to grow our state’s economy.
We encourage policymakers and business leaders to use the report to spark meaningful conversations on how
to impr0ve Minnesota’s position in key business and economic climate rankings.
Minnesota is a homegrown economy built on innovation. We are home to 17 Fortune 500 companies and the
largest privately held company in the nation. Almost all of them started and succeeded here. That’s a big deal,
and we cannot stand on our laurels. We need public policies that encourage continued change and growth of
businesses of all sizes.
Business Benchmarks helps us set a course for adopting policies that will propel the state’s economy forward
and sustain our cherished quality of life. We look to policymakers in St. Paul to understand our statewide
business climate, support policies that facilitate change and encourage job growth, and remove barriers to longterm economic success. If we lead from ahead, we will remain there.
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THANK YOU
The following members renewed their membership in November:
Mrs. Gerry's Kitchen
Northstar Powersports & Marine
KQPR-FM, POWER 96 Classic Rock
Funk, Mike
Tess Design
Skyline Plaza Associates
Three Oak Vineyards and Winery LLC
The INTERCHANGE Wine & Coffee Bistro
Total Security of Southern Minnesota
AmeriNat
It's Worth It Massage Studio

2017 Business After Hours
December- Albert Lea Tribune

2018 Business After
Hours

January February March April - Vern Eide Chevrolet
May June July - No After Hours
August September October - Marketplace Foods
November - Hy-Vee
December - Albert Lea Tribune

THANK YOU HY-VEE FOR HOSTING NOVEMBER
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
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Like us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/alfcchamber
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Follow us on Twitter
https://www.twitter.com/ALFCCOC

Chamber Staff
Tom Newell
Interim EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
director@albertlea.org
Geri Jensen
ASST. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
member@albertlea.org

Elaine Wallace
EXEC.. ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
alfccoc@albertlea.org
Tori Anderson
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
chamberoffice@albertlea.org

Albert Lea- Freeborn County Chamber of Commerce. 1725 W Main St. Albert Lea, MN 56007. 507.373.3938.

