A Community Based
Leadership Program

LEADERSHIP ALBERT LEA-FREEBORN COUNTY
What is LEADERSHIP Albert Lea-Freeborn County?
LEADERSHIP Albert Lea-Freeborn County is a community leadership program which provides participants an intense look at
business, agriculture, politics, education, quality of life, health care, human services, public safety and diversity of our community.
The program is designed as an educational opportunity that enables participants to learn about this area’s resources, values, strengths,
weaknesses, and challenges. The intent is to motivate and encourage participants to assume individual leadership roles in community
affairs. Participants create strong relationships to encourage their future involvement and collaboration in addressing the region’s
challenges.
Who should apply?
Ideal candidates for LEADERSHIP Albert Lea-Freeborn County are individuals who:
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• Are highly motivated to serve their community and have a passion to make a difference
• Want to cultivate relationships with a network of other community leaders, for both personal and professional benefit
• Have demonstrated community involvement
• Represent various sectors of the community: business, industry, education, public and private agencies, civic groups and other
		 facets of the community
What is the time commitment involved?
LEADERSHIP Albert Lea-Freeborn County consists of ten sessions the 3rd Tuesday of every month. Participation in the program
requires a serious commitment of time and energy. Participants meet for a full day each month, meeting September through June.
In addition, a three hour evening kickoff event is held in August. See specific dates online at: www.riverland.edu/communityleadership
or www.albertlea.org
Selected applicants will be expected to meet the following commitments:
• Attend all program sessions
• Arrive on time and attend the entirety of each session
• Give a 10 minute presentation at graduation in June
Where will program sessions be held?
This localized program was designed by the Chamber of Commerce in cooperation with Riverland Community College and its Customized Training & Education. All sessions are facilitated locally and are held at a different location each month.
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President
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How do I apply for LEADERSHIP Albert Lea-Freeborn County? Applications are available online or by contacting either the
Chamber of Commerce at 507-373-3938, www.albertlea.org or www.riverland.edu/communityleadership
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LEADERSHIP Albert Lea-Freeborn County
Community Leadership Program

How: A series of intense thematic seminars held over a specific period of time and conducted by local and regionally known professionals.
The bulk of the instructional staff is drawn from volunteers in the community and area.
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What is the tuition cost? Tuition for LEADERSHIP Albert Lea-Freeborn County is $695.00. Tuition is payable at the time a
participant is accepted to the program and must be received prior to the August Kickoff session. Scholarship opportunities are available.
When are applications due?
Applications must be received by June 22, 2018.
Who will review the applications?
A selection committee will review the applications and select the participants for LEADERSHIP Albert Lea-Freeborn County.
When will I find out if I’ve been selected?
A notification letter will be mailed to all applicants in July.

PARTICIPANT TESTIMONIALS
AMY DAVIS, CARGILL TURKEY AND COOKED MEATS
“As someone new to Albert Lea, Leadership allowed me to
see the different programs, groups, and businesses that make
this community successful. By providing awareness around
community partnerships, I am now able to utilize the programs
available as well as provide insight to others. A problem may
be too large for one group to address, but if two or three groups
work together solutions can and will be found.”

LINDSEY HUGSTAD-VAA, ALBERT LEA AREA SCHOOLS
“Being new to Albert Lea, it was extremely helpful to get out
into the community and meet people from different industries.
I had no idea of all of the interworking’s of many businesses
and local government that work together to make Albert Lea
the wonderful place it is to live and work. I thoroughly enjoyed
getting to spend time with my cohort every month and learn
more about the various organizations in our town.”

MELISSA BARR,

KATHY LEIDAL,

MAYO CLINIC HEALTH SYSTEM-ALBERT LEA & AUSTIN

MAYO CLINIC HEALTH SYSTEM-ALBERT LEA & AUSTIN

“The Freeborn County Leadership program provides hands-on
experience and engagement to leadership opportunities within
our community. This program gives community members and
businesses a platform for sharing ideas, resources, knowledge,
and outcomes. How each of us are interconnected within the
community allows for growth and collaborative development
for the greater good of Freeborn County. A great program for
those that are passionate about making a difference and being
involved, as well as a professional development opportunity for
employees within an organization.”

“Leadership Albert Lea was beyond my expectations. It was
fulfilling to discover the rich opportunities that Albert Lea and
surrounding communities have to offer and currently presents
to the growth of my hometown. I have lived in this area my
whole life and did not realize all the hidden treasures out there!”

2018-2019

CALENDAR
AUGUST 21
Program Kickoff
SEPTEMBER 18
Exploring
Your Strengths
OCTOBER 16
Education Day
NOVEMBER 13
Government Day
DECEMBER 18
Public Safety
& The Law Day
JANUARY 15
Healthy Living Day

FEBRUARY 19
Quality of Life
& Human Services Day
MARCH 19
Agriculture & Rural
Development Day
APRIL 16
Diversity & Workforce
Development Day
MAY 21
Business & Economic
Development Day
JUNE 18
Graduation

THANK YOU
The Albert Lea-Freeborn County Chamber
of Commerce and Riverland Community College
would like to acknowledge and thank the following
organizations for their support of the
community leadership program:
Adams & Winter PA

Innovance

Albert Lea Area Schools

KSMQ Public TV

Albert Lea Economic
Development Agency

Mayo Clinic Health System
Albert Lea and Austin

Albert Lea Family YMCA

Minnesota Freezer
Warehouse Company

Albert Lea-Freeborn County
Chamber of Commerce
Albert Lea Select Foods
Albert Lea Tribune
Cargill Turkey and Cooked
Meats
Church Offset Printing
City of Albert Lea

EMPLOYER TESTIMONIALS

Farmers State Bank

DR. MICHAEL FUNK, ALBERT LEA AREA SCHOOLS
“Albert Lea Area Schools has been pleased to have had
at least one participant in each of the LEADERSHIP Albert
Lea-Freeborn County programs. We intend to continue that
commitment to our community’s future by helping our teachers
and leaders grow through this community leadership program
sponsored by the ALFC Chamber and Riverland Community
College. This program is a wonderful professional growth
opportunity for both new residents and for life-long residents.
It is valuable for those well-versed in leadership and for those
emerging into management or leadership roles in our local
businesses and industries. The program teaches participants
more about our great community’s programs, which they
can immediately use in their work and in their personal life
in town. The program encourages every participant to find
a way to ‘pay it forward’ in ways that help our community
grow into its best possible future. If we want our community
to grow and prosper, we as leaders can do nothing better
than see to it that each of our businesses or organizations
is well represented every year in the LEADERSHIP Albert

Freeborn County Historical
Museum, Library, and Village

KIM NELSON, RIVERLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE
“As a graduate myself and employer of a graduate I believe the
LEADERSHIP Albert Lea-Freeborn County program is the single
most important leadership education tool that our community
has to offer businesses and community members. This program
customizes to our community what we have to offer and it gives
participants the opportunity to explore what we can offer in the
future. I notice in myself and in other graduates that we are more
invested in what is happening in Albert Lea and the surrounding
area. Currently we have a participant who is not in a senior
management role and it has been wonderful to see what she
is bringing back and implementing as it relates to relationship
building. This program is a treasure to our community!”

Freeborn County Government

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
ONLINE OR BY CONTACTING:
Albert Lea-Freeborn County
Chamber of Commerce
1725 W. Main Street
Applications
Albert Lea, MN 56007
are due
507-373-3938
June 22, 2018
www.albertlea.org
Riverland Community College
2200 Riverland Drive
Albert Lea, MN 56007
507-433-0602
www.riverland.edu/communityleadership

Freeborn Mower
Cooperative Services

Rink Systems, Inc
Riverland Community
College
Senior Resources

Southern Tri-County RSVP
St. John’s Lutheran Home
State Farm Insurance
The Children’s Center
Trail’s Travel Center

Fountain Centers
Good Samaritan Society
Habitat for Humanity
Freeborn-Mower

Peterson, Savelkoul, Kolker,
Haedt & Benda, Ltd.

Shell Rock River Watershed
District

Edward Jones

Lea-Freeborn County program. Doing so will help our children,
families, and our communities grow into a better location for top
businesses and people to choose to live their lives.”

Mrs. Gerry’s Kitchen

United Way of Freeborn
County
University of MN Extension
Wells Fargo Bank

Hill, Benda, Skov,
& Bernau, P.A.

A community is like a
ship; everyone ought to be
prepared to take the helm.
Henrik Ibsen

