September Business After Five
On a very hot evening, 150 guests attended our Business After Five at Pirtek Stadium.
Our Host, Luke Coleman and Pirtek Stadium treated us to garlic prawns, sushi, fresh
oysters and satay chicken sticks amongst a delight of yummy treats too many to list.

Newsletter of the Parramatta Chamber of Commerce
Parramatta Chamber of Commerce
were delighted to raise almost
$600 with a quick whip around on
Tuesday 6th October at our monthly
networking Business After Five.
This was done to support the family
of Curtis Cheng, tragically killed on
Friday 2nd October. The Chamber,
with the support of the Parramatta
Business Community, has now
contributed a total of $1000 to
Police Legacy for his family.

Being greeted with a an icy cold juice, bottled water, beer or wine was greatly appreciated
by all. The live band also kept us entertained way beyond our closing time of 7.30pm
with many guests still hanging in there till late.

Think Big Shop Small in 2015
Do you know that November is SHOP SMALL month?
Parramatta Chamber of Commerce and Go Local Western Sydney support our local
businesses. #GoLocalWS #BuyLocal #SmallBizAU #ShopSmall #ShopLocal
Shop Small® has returned to Australia this November. It’s a national movement
committed to supporting small businesses at a local level. You know the ones — the
family businesses, the start-ups and the independents that make each neighbourhood
unique.

President’s Piece

Parramatta knows no boundaries
Parramatta and Holroyd Councils have been in the headlines
lately with the recent Independent Pricing and Regulatory
Tribunal (IPART) recommendations which included both
Councils as deemed “unfit” to stand alone.
In the recent article in Parramatta Sun (18 October), Parramatta
and Holroyd Councils respond to IPART unfit for future status,
Parramatta Lord Mayor Paul Garrard stated he remained
committed to “meaningful” local government reform.

Welcome to our new members Adams & Partners Lawyers, Advertising Printing
Australia, Catalyst Graphics, Nova Employment, Quest at Sydney Olympic Park, and
Spectral Management Systems. Congratulations to all the lucky door prize winners, and
special thanks to Pirtek Stadium, AFMB, LadyBird & Dot’s Flower Shoppe for providing
the prizes.
Thanks again to our host Pirtek Stadium and guests that attended Tuesday 6th October
Business After Five.
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THE TELSTRA
BUSINESS CENTRE
MERRYLANDS TEAM
ARE HERE TO KEEP
YOUR BUSINESS
RUNNING SMOOTHLY
Your locally owned and operated Telstra Business Centre
Merrylands team are here to provide you with the best advice
for your voice, mobile and data products and services.
If there’s a better solution for your business communications
needs, we’ll find it. So why not come in store for a chat or we
can come to you.

Telstra Business Centre Merrylands
164 Merrylands Rd, Merrylands, 2160
02 8868 0700
parramatta@tbcwestsydney.com.au
THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW: The spectrum device and ™ are trade marks and ® are registered trade
marks of Telstra Corporation Limited, ABN 33 051 775 556.

The Parramatta Chamber
of Commerce
10 Hassall Street, Parramatta 2150
+61 2 9635 0022
info@parramattachamber.com.au
www.parramattachamber.com.au
facebook.com/ParraChamber
twitter.com/ParraChamber

The article went on to state that Parramatta Council submitted
to IPART in its “Fit for the Future” submission the proposed
expansion of its current boundaries which would give scale
and capacity to provide improved services for the community.
Given Parramatta Council was unable to secure the support
for a merger from neighboring councils, Parramatta was
assessed by IPART on a “stand-alone” basis.
It was established that as a stand-alone council, Parramatta
meets IPART’s financial criteria but falls short of the required
population size and was deemed unfit due to scale and
capacity.
Parramatta Chamber of Commerce supports Parramatta
Council’s ongoing commitment and enthusiasm to this ever
growing city.
“Parramatta City Council is doing a great job particularly with
their initiatives to become a smart city, champion light rail and
development of Parramatta Square” said Michael Mekhitarian,
President of Parramatta Chamber of Commerce.
Parramatta Chamber believes the current council boundaries
do not reflect the current needs of the community particularly
given Parramatta is considered the second CBD and growing
rapidly.
Whether you are in favour of council amalgamations or not,
what remains crucial is that the criteria in any proposed

amalgamation must ensure better outcomes for its rate
payers.
“Especially in terms of provisions of services, business
and employment opportunities and better outcomes for
residents of Parramatta”, says Michael Mekhitarian and “more
transparency in decision making is required”.
So what boundaries are being discussed?
Check out Parramatta Council’s website for more detail
Parramatta City Council responds to ‘Fit for the Future’
recommendations…
Parramatta City Council has reaffirmed its preference for
a new Parramatta-based regional Council with expanded
boundaries to provide the best services to all of its ratepayers.
In its ‘Fit for the Future’ submission to the Independent Pricing
and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) in June, Council called for the
creation of a new, expanded Local Government Area redrawn
to include the whole of the current Parramatta and Holroyd
LGAs, and portions of the Auburn LGA, Ryde LGA, and the
Hills and Hornsby council areas.
Parramatta proposed the expanded LGA model after most of
its neighbouring Councils declined to take part in the analysis
required to assess the merits of any potential merger.

“We believe this is an excellent model that
would create a Council with the resources
and revenue to provide improved community
services for all ratepayers in an expanded
LGA. It would also maximise Parramatta’s true
potential as a dual CBD for global Sydney,”
Lord Mayor of Parramatta Cr Paul Garrard said.
We second that!

Upcoming Events

Thai water festival to light up Parramatta River

Business After Five
1st December	Parramatta Phoenix Chinese Restaurant
BBQ for the Homeless 4th December Parramatta Mission
State Business Awards 27th November	Dockside Pavilion at Darling Harbour

New members
Welcome this month’s new members
Careers Australia

BBQ for the Homeless 4th December 2015

Centre for Population Health
Christian Atkins

The half yearly BBQ for the Homeless is on the 4th December at Parramatta Mission.
We need your Helping Hands to gather enough food and drinks to feed over 200
people. Cash donations to assist with purchases are required.

D’nM Video Productions

Visit www.parramattachamber.com.au to view the full list of items we need. If you have
any other items you would like to donate please contact the Chamber office.

Meriton Serviced
Apartments Parramatta

Commander SydWest

If you can be of any assistance, please contact the Chamber office via email info@
parramattachamber.com.au.

eNRGy Group 4 is here!
Contact Chamber office for
more details.

Helping you & your business grow in the fastest
growing city in Australia…. Parramatta

eNGRy 1

Thursday 7.15am

eNGRy 2

Wednesday 7.15am

eNGRy 3

Tuesday 9.45am

eNGRy 4 Friday 9.45am

A weekly breakfast networking opportunity for chamber
members with great discussion, referrals and relationships
provided by the Parramatta Chamber of Commerce.

Despite the availability of multiple media forms and the advances in technology
applications the major source of new business for most people is the ‘referral’.
It is good for a number of different reasons not least of which is that the client
has got it from a trusted source and is therefore immediately more comfortable
in discussing business and is less likely to look elsewhere. The eNRGy groups
in the Chamber are a great way to grow your referrals by building your own
promotional team of likeminded business people who can help grow your
business or simply have a coffee and provide some friendly advice.
The Chamber now has four eNRGy groups, whose members are always ready
to welcome new businesses, and provide an intimate and friendly environment
by which you can grow your local network and your business referrals. eNRGy
groups are free to chamber members so please check the website for contacts
and times or simply ask at the office.

The Innovative Small Business Tax
Consultant & Financial Advisor

Business Growth and Exit Specialists
Innovative, Pragmatic, Results
Phone: 1300 87 78 78
www.bges.co - info@bges.co
Level 7, 91 Phillip Street, Parramatta, NSW 2150

Lifeguards return to duty at Lake Parramatta
Regular weekend and school holiday lifeguard patrols will return to Parramatta’s newest
swimming spot, the popular Lake Parramatta, on Saturday 31 October.
Swimming was re-introduced to the Lake in January this year for the first time in more
than 70 years with thousands of people taking to the water during the summer months.
Lifeguards from the Australian Lifeguard Service will be on duty every weekend, on
public holidays and during school holidays from 9am to 6pm, until 13 March, 2016.
“Swimming in Lake Parramatta was so popular that we have decided to bring the
lifeguards back for another season,” Lord Mayor of Parramatta Cr Paul Garrard said.
“Lake Parramatta has long been a hidden gem and a great place for families and friends
to relax and have a barbecue. Now they can also cool off in a natural environment on
those sweltering summer days.”
“The lake was closed to swimming in 1942, so it’s wonderful that we’ve been able to reopen it to the general public. The water temperature is currently sitting at a pleasant 21C
and we’re predicting it could reach 28C in summer.”
Returning swimming to the Lake involved a formal risk assessment by Royal Lifesaving
Australia. Their recommendations included the creation of a designated swimming
area, new signage, safety improvements to pathways and the swimming entry and exit
point. Council has also acted to provide rescue equipment, remove dangerous objects
within and around the swimming area, and introduce ongoing water quality monitoring.
Regular water quality testing has shown that the Lake is suitable for swimming and
Council will provide ongoing monitoring during summer with the results posted on
Council’s website.
Lake Parramatta was one of the first new swimming areas opened as part of the
Parramatta River Catchment Group’s ‘Our Living River’ campaign to return swimming
to the Parramatta River and its catchment by 2025.

2016 Parramatta City Council Australia Day Local Awards
Suite 4, Level 3, 20 Charles
Street, Parramatta
Phone : +61 2 9687 1042

Business Building Seminar
We would like to invite you to a Fresh,
Innovative and Proven approach to achieve
growth for your business and be business
exit ready “Business Building Seminar” with
a Two Hour 1 on 1 business Growth and or
exit consultation from our expert panel.
12th November from 2:00pm-5:00pm at
University of New England Future Campus –
Parramatta. Visit http://goo.gl/xIfXdy to find
out more and register for the event.

The Parramatta River foreshore will come alive with light, colour and energy for Sydney’s
premier Thai festival, Loy Krathong on Saturday 14 November.
The Loy Krathong Festival in Parramatta is one of the largest festivals of its type outside
of Thailand. The free festivities will be held between the Barry Wilde and Elizabeth Street
Bridges from 4pm to 10pm and will include a host of traditional Thai demonstrations,
craft exhibitions and performances from local Rarg Thai Band and international acts
from Thailand.
The highlight of the evening will be the ritual of launching handmade candle-lit
krathongs on the river at sunset, carrying wishes for good fortune and honouring the
water spirits.

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
HERE!
Contact the chamber office
for an advertising rate card

The Australia Day Local Awards recognise outstanding achievement and excellence
in the local community, and accentuate the importance of service to the Australian
nation.
Being nominated for an Australian Day Local Award is a great honour, and is therefore
a wonderful opportunity to pay tribute to someone who makes you proud to be an
Australian.
All Australians are invited to nominate a member of the community whose exemplary
contribution is deserving of recognition. This could be a friend, family member,
workmate or someone you have met while serving the community.
Recipients of the Australia Day Local Awards are selected according to a range of criteria
including: the type and level of service; scholarly achievement; sporting achievement;
volunteering; or individual acts of excellence or generosity.
Service may have been in any appropriate field where an active concern for the rights,
welfare or advancement of others has been demonstrated.
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Parramatta

Come and join

Parramatta Chamber
at the

State Business Awards Gala
Friday 27th November 2015
6.00pm to 11.00pm
Dockside Pavilion, Darling Harbour.
We are up for local chamber of the Year as
Regional Winners for Western Sydney.
The Chamber has a table at the
Awards Gala and we’re encouraging
the finalists from WSABE 2015 to take
up their complimentary ticket. When
booking, ask to be seated together with
Parramatta Chamber. Let’s celebrate the
achievements of Western Sydney at this
amazing event.
Visit
events.nswbc.com.au/Detail/EVE1503608
to book your tickets.

