Riverside:
Shows on the Side
FALLING IN LOVE WITH FRIDA
4 March - 5 March 2016

February Business After Five
February ‘Business After Five’ was proudly hosted by Parramatta City Council in
the beautiful open-air courtyard of Riverside Theatres, located on the banks of the
Parramatta River.
Home to artistic, cultural and diverse flavour that embraces Parramatta’s passion for the
Arts is Riverside Theatres, located in the heart and hub of our city.
Parramatta Chamber of Commerce paid special tribute to Alan Overton AM OAM
and recognised him as a “Life Member” of the Chamber for his ongoing support and
commitment to the region reflecting on his lengthy achievements in the community.
Stephanie Dale was also awarded “Life Member” for her dedication, contribution and
talent.
Congratulations to both Alan and Stephanie and thank you for your ongoing support
of the Chamber.
A super impressive turnout of 163 guests filled the Riverside courtyard, with everyone
networking and mingling as Lord Mayor Paul Garrard welcomed 2016 with open arms
with what promises to be a successful and exciting year.

MELINDA DOES DORIS
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No greater Chamber Award than Life Membership

DAMIEN LEITH – THE PARTING
GLASS: AN IRISH JOURNEY
20 March 2016
BOBBY FOX IN FOUR SEASONS IN
ONE NIGHT
19 June 2016
WICKED
29 July – 13 August 2016
TOM BURLINSON PERFORMS
SINATRA THE SANDS
10 September 2016
Visit Riverside Theatres to
experience the magic of 2016 season
including theatre, comedy, dance,
festivals, events and exhibitions to
name a few. For more check out
www.riversideparramatta.com.au

Last month’s Business After Five, proudly hosted by Parramatta City
Council in the beautiful open-air courtyard of Riverside Theatres
located on the banks of the Parramatta River, was particularly special
for two reasons.
Receiving a Life Membership at the Parramatta Chamber of Commerce
are few and far between.
Parramatta Chamber paid special tribute to two unique individuals for
their dedication, contribution and talent to the community.
Alan Overton AM OAM was the first recipient of a Life Membership,
recognised for his ongoing support and commitment to the region
reflecting on his lengthy achievements in the community.

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE!
Contact the chamber office
for an advertising rate card

Alan has had a long and distinguished career in and around Parramatta
and also with his contribution to the local community.
Alan worked for James Hardie & Co for 47 years and in this position
became involved with the building of Ronald McDonald House
Westmead when it was re-located from Camperdown in 1996. He is
still a Director and is working closely with the team on their current
relocation plans.
Over many years Alan has held many positions including:
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President/Chairman Parramatta (EELS); National Rugby League Club
(2000 – May 2009); President/Chairman Parramatta District Rugby
League Club (1985 – December 2008); Dept Corrective Services
Community Consultative Committee, Silverwater Prison; Director The
Millennium Foundation Westmead Hospital Medical Research; Director
Westmead Medical Research Foundation just to name a few.
Alan has been a massive advocate for the community, wearing numerous
hats. He has represented various committees and associations across
Western Sydney, simply too many to mention.
Parramatta Chamber are honoured to recognise and reward Alan for his
service, involvement and work with the Business Community.

Stephanie Dale also received a well-deserved Life Membership from
the Parramatta Chamber of Commerce.
Stephanie is a Corporate CEO, Entrepreneur & business owner with
four successful businesses. Her career began as a graphic designer,
progressing into sales promotion, including strategy, concept, design,
production & project management.
She has developed, instigated, or managed programs for Toyota, IHG
Hotels, Pizza Hut, Vodafone, Streets, AMP, Sun Alliance, Oticon, 3M,
Roche & Citibank to name a few.
Following the sale of RL Polk in 1996, she launched DMC Advertising
Group, a marketing & advertising company offering affordable creative
ideas & production.
Stephanie has also been awarded Entrepreneur of the Year in both 2007
and 2009. In 2008 Stephanie developed a Business Womens’ Mentoring
Program - Lingerie Logic, wrote the book Lingerie Logic (published
in 2010) and is often booked for corporate speaking engagements
throughout Australia.
Stephanie holds Board positions on Parramatta Park Trust, is a Past
President of Parramatta Chamber of Commerce (the 6th largest CBD
in Australia) and is a member of the Greater West Appeal Committee
for the Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal. Stephanie has been a long
time member of the Parramatta Chamber. Stephanie was President
of the Chamber in 2005/2006 and 2006/2007. She was re-elected as
President in 2012/2013 and served on the Board for over 10 years.

“Congratulations to both Alan and Stephanie for their inspiring
contribution to the community” says Michael Mekhitarian,
President of the Parramatta Chamber of Commerce.
In light of Alan and Stephanie’s service to the Business Community and
to the Parramatta Chamber in particular over many years, on behalf of
the Parramatta Chamber of Commerce, we were delighted to award
these two special people Life Membership in a special presentation in
the presence of over 160 guests from the business community.

Upcoming Events
Business Before Nine 10th March
Business After Five
5th April
Golf Day
10th May

Parramatta opposes changes to development regulations
University of New England
Oatlands Golf Club

Meet a Member
Colin has guided thousands of clients through the often challenging process of buying
and selling real estate. For the past 5 years, Colin has overseen multi-million dollar
developments in Sydney. Winner of the best young gun and the Australian business
champion awards and with many years of experience,
Colin Lee has unique yet in-depth view on the current
market trends in Sydney and Australia.
COLIN LEE
PROJECT SALES DIRECTOR
E colinlee@crowngroup.com.au
T +61 419 861 317
www.crowngroup.com.au

New members
Welcome this month’s new members
Sparks & Partners Consulting Engineers
Airwaves Technology
BREED
MKG Events
Hello Real Estate - Ryde
Publicity for Profit

Get some eNRGy!
Contact Chamber office for
more details about our business
building eNRGy groups.
eNGRy 1

Thursday 7.15am

eNGRy 2

Wednesday 7.15am

eNGRy 3

Tuesday 9.45am

eNGRy 4 Friday 9.45am

Parramatta City Council has voiced its opposition to proposed changes to the State’s
Environmental Planning Policy that would enable developers to bypass councils and
have medium density residential developments approved by private certifiers.
A meeting of Council has voted to oppose the new rules which would expand the
range of one and two storey developments that can be undertaken as complying
developments, without undergoing Council assessment.
“If approved these changes have the potential to alter the fabric of our residential
neighbourhoods. They will undermine Council’s land use policy framework and
seriously impact the carefully considered zoning regime across our city,” Lord Mayor of
Parramatta, Cr Paul Garrard said.
“Effectively there would be no public consultation on development applications subject
to this approval and no genuinely independent assessment, which we fear could
contribute to an unacceptable fall in the standard of developments being undertaken,
not just in Parramatta but across the state.”
The changes are included in a discussion paper being considered by the State
Government. The new provisions would allow private certifiers, through expanded
complying development arrangements to approve one and two storey dual occupancy
developments and townhouse-style developments in low density residential areas
where they are not currently permitted under Council’s zoning rules.
The lot sizes required for these developments would also be reduced considerably,
when compared with Parramatta City Council’s existing controls.
The State Government has cited the need to increase housing supply and the diversity
of medium density development as a key justification for the proposed changes.
However current growth figures demonstrate that Parramatta will comfortably exceed
the new housing target set for it in the Government’s metropolitan strategy.
“We are calling on the State Government to consult widely with the community and give
the public an opportunity to have their say. What’s being proposed is an inappropriate
one-size-fits-all approach that doesn’t take into account local considerations, and which
puts approval in the hands of private certifiers who in many cases lack the qualifications
and experience to properly assess applications of this nature,” Cr Garrard said.
“Council presently provides a high quality and independent assessment of these types
of applications at a low cost due to economies of scale. This cannot be matched by
private certifiers, and given the threat to the character of our suburbs there is no
justification for these changes.”
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Complying development rules currently allow private certifiers to approve applications
for single dwellings and minor alterations and additions to residential properties. Current
rules do not allow for any medium density style developments to be undertaken as
complying development.
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Parramatta City Council will voice its concerns regarding the Discussion Paper in a
submission to the NSW Department of Planning and Environment.
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Members of the public wishing to learn more about the State Government’s proposal 4 7 8 7
to expand complying development rules can visit www.planning.nsw.gov.au/proposals
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and have their say by emailing codes@planning.nsw.gov.au
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