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CHANGE OF COURSE LOOMS
FOR MULTIBILLION-DOLLAR
PARRAMATTA LIGHT RAIL
The planned multi-million-dollar Parramatta light rail
project is expected to be built in two stages, reflecting a
growing priority within government for a new metro line
linking Sydney’s central business district and the west.
Instead of constructing the light rail line in one fell swoop as
originally planned, sources say there is now a push to defer
the construction of a section of the line between Camellia and
Strathfield. A change in tack would mean the first stage to be
built would be from Westmead to Carlingford via Parramatta
and Camellia.
The Baird government gave the green light late last year
to a corridor for a 22-kilometre light rail line stretching
from Westmead to Strathfield via Parramatta, incorporating
Carlingford, Camellia and Olympic Park. However, the exact
route remains under consideration.
Constructing the line to Strathfield is expected to be one of the
most technically challenging aspects of the project because it
will need to run along part of Parramatta Road. However, any
decision to delay part of the project and build it in two stages
would largely be due to the government placing greater priority
on pressing ahead with a new western metro line for single-deck
driverless trains.
With the western rail corridor under growing pressure, the
Herald revealed last month that government planning is under
way on a new metro line between the central city and Parramatta.
Asked whether the government was considering plans to build
it in two stages, Transport for NSW said “options for delivery are
being developed”, and it was in the “process of finalising the
assessment of the preferred network”.

Last week Transport Minister Andrew Constance said one of the
lessons to draw from other projects such as Sydney’s light rail
line to the eastern suburbs was to select the right route.
“We have a project there [for Parramatta] which is a very long
light rail – it is 22 kilometres. That’s not the typical length of a
light rail project,” he said.
“We want to get the design right; we want to get the route
structure right in terms of the exact route.”
The government has committed to starting construction of
the light rail line before the next state election in 2019.
Sydney Business Chamber’s western Sydney director, David
Borger, said there was a growing expectation a new metro line
would unlock the corridor between Parramatta and Olympic Park.
“But there is also incredible caution [about the light rail] because
we have seen projects like Epping to Parramatta being delayed
and deferred and then not happening,” he said.
“No one wants to lose whatever has been put on the table.”
The state government has committed $1 billion to the light rail
project, and the federal government a further $78 million. A
total costing for the light rail line has yet to be made public but is
expected to climb into the billions of dollars.
The 12-kilometre light rail line under construction from
Sydney’s CBD to Kensington and Randwick in the southeast is
costing $2.1 billion.
The Sydney Morning Herald, Matt O’Sullivan

New members
Welcome this month’s new members
Camnet
Wenty Leagues
Fizzics Education
GSA Insurance Broker
National Credit Insurance Brokers
Webtech Pro

Get some eNRGy!
Contact Chamber office for
more details about our business
building eNRGy groups.
eNGRy 1

Thursday 7.15am

eNGRy 2

Wednesday 7.15am

eNGRy 3

Tuesday 9.45am

eNGRy 4 Friday 9.45am

Upcoming Events
Business Before Nine
BBQ for the Homeless
Business After Five

17 November
2 December
6th December

UNE FutureCampus
Parramatta Mission

MEET A MEMBER: Ernest Koury
Ernest Koury is the man behind bringing Little Caesars
Pizza to Australia. Little Caesars is America’s fastest
growing1, best value2 pizza chain. It opened its second
Sydney store in Parramatta on September 19th.
Arriving at 111 George St, Parramatta, it greets its
customers with its famous five dollar, 12” Large HOTNREADY® Cheese or Pepperoni Pizza for just $5 pick-up.
The HOT-N-READY range means locals and visitors will be
able to quickly choose, order and take away selected Litte
Caesars pizzas and sides on the spot, removing the need
to pre-order over the phone or online.
Ernest has been a part of the Little Caesars chain since he was just seven years old.
His family was the first to open stores in the Western United States back in the
early 80’s. “I remember standing on milk crates so I could reach the counter to roll
dough with my mom” he said “Bringing the very successful chain to Australia has
been a goal of our family’s for some time.” “I am honored to bring Little Caesars
to Australia”. He is opening two more stores before year end and is planning on
opening five to six more stores next year.
He is very passionate about his business and customer service. He wants all of his
customers to feel like they are honored guests in his own home. “I believe so much
in this brand and want all of my customers to love Little Caesars as much as I do.”
When you make everything from scratch and provide the best value in Australia,
it’s hard to beat.”
Ernest Koury | Director
Little Caesars Pizza (AUS) | ernie@little-caesars.com.au
Fastest growing pizza chain in the U.S. based on 2013 store growth
“Highest-Rated Chain – Value for money” based on a na]onwide survey of quick-service restaurant consumers conducted by
Sandelman & Associates, 2007-2014
1

2

New GPOP identity as Parramatta becomes Central City for Sydney
What’s in a name? Would a Parramatta by any other
name develop as fast?
The Greater Sydney Commission today released its vision
for the city under a whole new identity “GPOP” – Greater
Parramatta and the Olympic Peninsula. Drawn in the fashion
of New York’s SoHo, GPOP would become the Central City as
part of a three-city model for Greater Sydney.
“Not just a snappy name, GPOP is a shared vision for the
growth of this area as an additional 40,000 people call
Parramatta home over the next five years,” Greater Sydney
Commission chief commissioner Lucy Turnbull said overnight.
“It’s time for a change of perspective ... Greater Sydney needs
a true city at its centre, close to its heart.”
The traditional Sydney CBD and surrounds would be known as
the Eastern City, GPOP as the Central City and the area around
the new Badgerys Creek airport would to be the Western
City. A move westwards for the Central City could mean a
shift for state power, and the possible relocation of the NSW
Parliament by the middle of the next decade.
“What could be more logical than having our government
right in the heart of the city where most of the population is
based?” Ms Turnbull said.

She said the move from the east might be “irrefutably logical”
and could be appropriate as early as 2025 with the areas west
of Parramatta increasingly becoming Sydney’s population,
commercial and government centres.
State Liberal MP Geoff Lee was supportive of a move that
would bring Parliament full circle.
“It would be a fantastic initiative if we could move Parliament
from Macquarie St to where it all began at Government
House,” he said. “We could build a new Parliament House
right in the centre of Parramatta Park.”
A host of government departments, related bodies and
companies are already moving to Parramatta, and Western
Sydney Director of the Sydney Business Chamber David
Borger said the plans for GPOP would forever change the
area’s future.
“This is the comprehensive direction we’ve been waiting for.
The Commission has articulated a vision that is simultaneously
cohesive, sober and exciting, meaning it’ll win both the hearts
and minds of all Sydneysiders,” Mr Borger said. “This places
Parramatta CBD and Westmead firmly on the trajectory of
becoming a true economic anchor at our centre, close to
where people want to live and work.”
Parramatta Advertiser, Melissa Yeo

LOY KRATHONG
Saturday 12th November, 4pm – 10pm
Parramatta Rive Foreshore
Experience the beautiful traditions of Thai culture at Loy Krathong.
The magical energy, sounds and flavours of Thailand will be on display, with
enchanting lighting treatments, traditional games, and a range of delicious
South East Asian food offerings.
Special Performances
Join us for a one minute silence and the Royal Anthem of Thailand
(Sanrasoen Phra Barami) in honour of the late King Bhumibol, along with
performances and works which reflect the musical compositions of His
Majesty, who was a renowned composer of traditional music.
The Rarg Thai band: performing traditional dances such as Rabum Ching,
Fon Tee and Sri Vichai accompanied by live traditional Thai music, including a
showcase of Jazz, Blues and Waltz compositions by the late King of Thailand
in his honour. These performances will be played by a fusion of traditional and
contemporary instruments.

One life.
it.
DAY AWARDS
2017 AUSTRALIALive

Siam Classical Dance: performing dances such as Lanna Century (often used
CITY OF PARRAMATTA
in the procession of religious ceremonies), Moradok Lok (Heritage Dance),
Thae Vee Sri Sat Chanalai, Sukhothai and Pratheb Thong Dance and the
ONLINE
REGISTRATION AVAILABLE
www.parracity.nsw.gov.au
music coincides with the general style of Northern Thailand arts which
shows
Apartments now selling at
inclination toward gracefulness.
Nominations close: 20 December 2016

V by Crown Group, Parramatta’s

The Australia Day Local Awards recognise outstanding

achievement and excellence in the local
Buddharangsee Language School: students will showcase Thai classical
5community,
star hotel and residential address.
and highlights the importance of service to the
music together with dance Fon Terd Pra Kiat to honour His Majesty.Australian nation.

13you00 5 54 071
to pay tribute to someone who makes
Anurak Thai Club: performing Thai traditional dances Rabam Dokopportunity
Bua and
proud to be an Australian.
vbycrown.com.au
Ram Lop Buree and Ram Norah.
All residents are invited to nominate a member of the
Being nominated for an Australian Day Local Award
is a great honour, and is therefore a wonderful

For more information visit parramattaloykrathong.com.au

2017 AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS
CITY OF PARRAMATTA

ONLINE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE

www.parracity.nsw.gov.au

Nominations close: 20 December 2016

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
Person who has made a noteworthy contribution
to the City of Parramatta.
YOUNG CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
Person must be under the age of 26 as at 26 January 2017.
SENIOR CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
Person must be over the age of 55 as at 26 January 2017.

ARTS & CULTURAL AWARD
A person or group who have made an influential or valuable
contribution to the city through the arts: eg. Drama, visual
art, music, verse, dance, cultural heritage, expression,
literature, film, multimedia.

Being nominated for an Australian Day Local Award
is a great honour, and is therefore a wonderful
opportunity to pay tribute to someone who makes you
proud to be an Australian.

CATEGORIES*

CATEGORIES*

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Person who has volunteered time to an organisation
and/or fundraising cause.

The Australia Day Local Awards recognise outstanding
achievement and excellence in the local community,
and highlights the importance of service to the
Australian nation.

All residents are invited to nominate a member of the
community whose exemplary contribution is deserving
of recognition. This could be a friend, family member,
workmate or someone you have met while serving the
community.

community whose exemplary contribution is deserving
of recognition. This could be a friend, family member,
workmate or someone you have met while serving the
community.

SPORTS ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Person who has contributed significantly in the sporting
arena, either as an athlete, coach, manager or who has
raised the profile of sport in general.

Julie Hughes 2016 Citizen of the Year

Suggested criteria for nomination

• Contribution to the City of Parramatta community

COMMUNITY GROUP AWARD
Local group or organisation which has provided the most
outstanding contribution to the community. This includes
projects and events.

Julie Hughes 2016 Citizen of the Year

Suggested criteria for nomination

• Contribution to the City of Parramatta community
• Demonstrated excellence in their field
• An inspirational role model
• Personal, academic and professional achievements
• Sporting achievement
• Contribution to Indigenous community
• Contribution to local employment
• Contribution to education
• Contribution to local environment
• Community service
• Involvement with charities and fundraising
• Volunteering
• Awards and nominations received
• Special achievements eg. Acts of bravery kindness
or generosity

Eligibility

• Nominees must be a resident of the City of
Parramatta and/or have contributed significantly to
the City of Parramatta community
• Awards will not be granted posthumously
• Sitting local, state and federal politicians are not
eligible
• No weight is given to the number of times a person
is nominated
* All individual nominees will be considered for the
Citizen of the Year

BUSINESS AFTER 5
Last month’s ‘Business After Five’ was enjoyed in style, proudly hosted by
PARKROYAL Parramatta. It also marked the record number for attendance at a ‘Business
After Five’ event for the Parramatta Chamber of Commerce, with 159 guests welcomed
at the newly $25m refurbishment.
The hotel looks absolutely fabulous and the service was sensational. We took the
opportunity to present and thank WSABE Sponsor & Supporter recognition certificates
on the evening, as well as welcome new members.
Thank you to General Manage, Michael Johnson and his team for their hospitality
and supporting the Chamber.
PARKROYAL Parramatta has gone through a $25 m redevelopment and extension,
positioning the hotel as the only hotel with Club facilities in Western Sydney. The hotel
boasts a range of new facilities including 50 premier rooms, 40 club rooms, club lunge,
13 contemporary meeting rooms and a new state-of the art gymnasium.
Thank you PARKROYAL Parramatta for hosting us in style!
Michael Johnson | General Manager
D 02 9685 0331 | E Michael.Johnson@parkroyalhotels.com | W parkroyalhotels.com

Need design
& printing?
Introduction to Export Workshop – Getting Export Ready

Yep. We do that.

If you are looking to develop and expand your business into international markets you
may be interested in this free workshop hosted by NSW Trade and Investment.
The workshop will include:
• Tips for export planning
• Panel discussion
• Keynote address by Ian Bennet, Senior Manager of International Trade, NSW
Business Chamber
• Presentation by the Minister for Trade, Tourism and Major Events, and Minister
for Sport, Stuart Ayres.
When: 8:30am – 1:30pm, Wednesday, 23 November 2016
Where: NSWBC Parramatta Office, Level 12, 100 George Street, Parramatta

agility
P R IN T

For information contact Tania.Panagoda@dpc.nsw.gov.au or call 02 9228 3917
To register visit: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/introduction-to-exporttickets-28875968800?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-conte
nt=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing
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