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Business After 5
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Date:

Wednesday, June 13

Co-Sponsors:

The St. Thomas
Times-Journal and
Iron Creek Country Club

Time:

Doors Open at 5:00 p.m.
Door prize draws and sponsor
remarks start at 6:15
Bonus Option: Start your Business
After 5 a little early and play a round
of 9 holes with cart for only $20 + tax!
Tee times MUST be pre-booked at
519-773-2911. Quote the “Chamber”.

Site:

Iron Creek Country Club,
46343 Talbot Line
Come for the connections.
Stay for the food, fun & prizes!
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Life is better in the Quick Lane.™

Have Banner… Will Travel

The St. Thomas & District Chamber of Commerce
has taken delivery of our new Proud Member banner.
It’s taller than the average person and much wider,
too!! As shown here, this is a large promotional
banner measuring 7.5 feet (2.3m) high by 7.5 feet
(2.3m) wide.
Wherever we go for Chamber events and activities
in the next year, the Proud Member banner will be
on display. It will also join us, whenever possible, at
events that the Chamber plays a role in.
There are 59 pieces of logo art on the Proud
Member banner, thanks to support from 59
businesses and organizations who all wanted to be
seen as active participants in the things we do and in
our community. Special thanks to CANAPRINT for
their work to win the bid competition and produce
the new banner for us.

Learning, Helping, Growing
The St. Thomas & District
Chamber of Commerce is pleased
to be engaged in two new initiatives
to share community capacity and
build opportunity.
Prior to our May edition of
Business After 5 we hosted our first
‘Youngpreneurs’ talk. Doug Tarry
of Doug Tarry Homes shared 30
minutes talking on business, life,
volunteerism and best practices

learned so far in his career. Thanks
to Grayden Laing of Laing Studios,
Doug’s presentation could be seen
and heard live, or can now be
viewed via the Chamber’s website
and social media. Our goal is to
continue the Youngpreneurs series
quarterly. Despite the youthful
name of the series, participation
will remain open and all-inclusive
because, after all, we can all win

New Chamber Member?
If your business or organization registered as a
Member of the St. Thomas & District Chamber in
the last six months, watch for your invitation to our

when we all share!
Our second event focused on
community capacity is a 2-hour
session for organizations seeking
fundraising guidance. ‘Fundraising
101’ will be led by the St. Thomas
Elgin General Hospital’s Executive
Director, Paul Jenkins, on
Wednesday June 13. This event is
a co-operative venture arranged
by the St. Thomas & District
Chamber, the Elgin – St. Thomas
Community Foundation and the
STEGH Foundation.

semi-annual New Members Breakfast on June 27.
Sponsored by Reith & Associates Insurance and
Financial and ARC Benefits Planning (both providers
within our Member Benefits Bundle), this event aims
to help newcomers to the Chamber make the most of
everything we do.

Reach business and community leaders,
decision-makers and just about anyone else.
Call 519-773-3126 or email sales@inelgin.ca
for ideas and pricing.
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Criminal Activity

Staff at the St. Thomas & District
Chamber of Commerce routinely hear
from businesses and consumers about
criminal activity, scams, stings and rip-offs.
Unfortunately, much of what we hear comes
after-the-fact and our only option for action
becomes information aimed at prevention.
We have assembled a collection of
incidents and observations working with St.
Thomas Police and the O.P.P. These are all
current incidents from in and around our
community. Please take note, because these
issues could impact your business and/or
your personnel.
Employee Fraud – A Central Elgin
business recently found it had been the
victim of fraud spanning over 4 years. A 41
year-old former employee now faces fraud
and theft charges and the business has lost
thousands of dollars. If you think it couldn’t
happen to you, think again. Looking at
internal practices on cheque, credit card
and cash handling is always a good idea.
CRA Fakes – calls from people
misrepresenting themselves as employees
of the Canada Revenue Agency and
threatening immediate arrest unless

Self-employed?
We’ve got you covered. Guaranteed.

immediate payment is sent continue to
plague our market. Request for payments
by purchasing iTunes gift cards (yes, this
really happens and works!) still happen
weekly. Please know that the CRA doesn’t
threaten or demand payment by telephone.
And they don’t accept iTunes cards.
Government Grants – this one looks
VERY official and solicits applications for a
$100,000 government grant. But only if you
send $1,655 via FedEx to cover processing.
Basic lesson: government grants at local,
provincial and federal levels do not require
application fees.
Rental Fraud – In mid-May, St. Thomas
Police spoke to a complainant suspicious of
fraud involving a rental property. The case
involved on-line ads through Kijijii. The
ads were placed for a property that wasn’t
owned by the person placing the ads. Net
result: person looking to rent lost an $800
deposit. Everything had to be completed
online electronically because the supposed
owner lived in the U.S. Best advice here:
don’t try to rent space you’ve never visited,
and look to deal with known people or local
professionals in the real estate business.
Shoplifting – It’s a daily crime against
businesses of all sizes. Think about
surveillance cameras, at least covering exit/
entry points. And
lock-up high value
items that can be
easy targets such as
lottery tickets and
tobacco. St. Thomas
Police will help any
local business with
an on-site visit to
explore
options.
Constable
Travis
Sandham is your
key contact at 519631-1224 or email
info@stps.on.ca

As a small business owner, you’re trying to stretch every dollar.
The last thing you want to deal with is unexpected health care costs.

Gabby McSloy has re-joined the Chamber staff for the
summer, thanks to support through the Canada Summer
Jobs program. Gabby worked with us last winter on a
co-op/intern placement and was eager to apply for our
summer position. She’s a grad from studies in St. Thomas at C.E.C.I. and A.V.S.S. and will be entering Fanshawe
College’s Events Planning program in September. That’s
a perfect fit for our needs over the summer. Her position
title with us is Event & Program Development Assistant
and she will be actively involved with all Chamber events
and projects this summer.

Door-To-Door Sales – It’s the season for
everything from lawn rolling to painting
and driveway sealers. And we continue
to hear of high-pressure sellers pushing
hot water heaters, water filter equipment,
and heating/cooling equipment. The
provisions
within
the
Consumer
Protection Act changed on March 1 and
expanded consumer protection. Have a
look at this Ontario Government website:
www.ontario.ca/page/rules-businessesentering-contracts-consumers-home.
Better still, BUY LOCAL. Dealing with
known, local professionals is our preferred
path for sales and after-the-sale service.
Whatever you’re looking for, search the
Chamber’s on-line business directory at
www.stthomaschamber.on.ca to have
the best assurance you’re dealing with a
reputable and local supplier.

The Chambers of Commerce Group Insurance Plan® has
guaranteed benefits for firms as small as one or two lives.

Business Beat

No health questions. No medical exams. No waiting period.

Published by The Aylmer Express Ltd.,
and delivered to businesses in St. Thomas and
Elgin Country
For complete information on the St. Thomas
and District Chamber of Commerce, reach us at:
115-300 South Edgeware Rd.,
St. Thomas, Ontario N5P 4L1
Telephone: 519-631-1981
E-Mail: mail@stthomaschamber.ca
Website: www.stthomaschamber.on.ca
Bob Hammersley
President & CEO
Susan Munday
Accounting Coordinator
Christy Hunking
Member Services
Barry Fitzgerald
Member Services

Coverage is guaranteed and effective the
first day of the month following application.
Coverage includes:

The Chambers Plan is designed
for small businesses just like
yours, featuring:

• Stable rates
• Simple online administration
• Quick and easy claim submissions with
our mobile app
• Human Resource, Legal and Accounting
• Basic Dental benefits including exams, cleanings and fillings services included in every plan

• $25,000 Life Insurance

• Health coverage including prescription drugs, paramedical
services, ambulance, medical equipment, vision, even
emergency travel coverage

Don’t delay! Get a free quote at www.chamberplan.ca or contact
your local Chambers Plan advisor.
Bene�ts
Planning
Group bene�ts made speci�cally for small business
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450 Sunset Drive, Suite 237
St. Thomas 519-637-0181
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St. Thomas & District Chamber of Commerce

2018 Board of Directors

Chair: Raymond Bosveld
First Vice-Chair: Sean Dyke

HollisWealth
St. Thomas Economic
Development Corporation
Second Vice-Chair: Brian Helmer
Reith & Associates
Insurance & Financial Services
Immediate Past Chair: Robert Furneaux
Gorman-Rupp of Canada
Treasurer: Mark Lassam, CPA, CA
Lassam & Co.
Chartered Professional Accountant
Director: Amanda DeVries Amanda DeVries Content
+ Creative
Director: Ross Fair
Fanshawe College St. Thomas –
Elgin Campus
Director: Kevin Jackson
Elgin Business Resource
Centre
Director: Dr. Greg Johnston
Family Health Options
Director: Scott McRae
Forest City Castings
Director: Ginette Minor
Alexelle Slipcovers & Decor
Director: Chris Patriquin
Simply Pure Water
Director: Joe Preston
Wendy’s Restaurant
Director: Kristina Schmitt
GKN Sinter Metals
Director: Bob Ward
The Auto Guys
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Our Chair’s Mid-Term Report

■ by Ray Bosveld
As we approach the midpoint of the year, I
thought it would be appropriate to provide an
update on behalf of the Board of Directors. With
plenty of new initiatives and programs, along
with the many successful ongoing events, the
St Thomas and District Chamber of Commerce
is active and engaged with this business
community. As we progress through this year
and look towards the future, we continue to look
for new ways to grow, evolve and provide value
to our members.
There are many things to celebrate in this
community as we look around. We are seeing a
strong economy, record building permits and a
growing region. Through all of this, the Chamber
continues to be the ‘Voice of Business’. With our
standing committees, task forces and Board of
Directors, we have over 75 dedicated volunteers.
Through these volunteers, partnering with our
amazing staff, we are able to provide almost 25
events each year that benefit our members and
community.
So far this year, some of the events include
another successful Uncorked, our 44th annual
Members Golf Day and our State of the
Municipalities Luncheon. These events, and
many others, only happen because of the hard
work of our Member Services Committee, part
of our group of amazing volunteers who put
their time and energy into making these events
great!
In addition, we recently celebrated excellence
in business with our 44th Free Enterprise
Awards. Congratulations to our Master Award
winner, Dowler-Karn Limited, our Merit Award
winners, Libro Credit Union, Elgin Chrysler
Dodge Jeep and Warren Silverthorn, Fixed
Right Auto and our Chair’s Award winner
Monty Fordham. We truly celebrated successful
individuals and businesses who are strong
community supporters!
On May 17, through Rogers TV, we hosted
and recorded our Get To Know The Candidates
event. The four leading E-M-L provincial
candidates were given an opportunity to

introduce themselves to our members and
community, followed by a question and
answer period from our panel consisting of
our Government Affairs Chair former MP Joe
Preston, and former E-M-L MPP Steve Peters.
The questions came from our Members, along
with questions based on the Ontario Chamber
initiative ‘Vote Prosperity’. With our municipal
elections close at hand, stay tuned as we will
provide our members with an opportunity to
meet these candidates.
Every month, we continue to host one of
the most successful Business After 5 events in
Southwestern Ontario. This series continues to
draw new faces, including many of our talented
and successful young entrepreneurs. As a free
event for Members, this provides an excellent
opportunity to make new connections and to
share ideas with other entrepreneurs, all while
enjoying excellent food and drink.
An important date to mark on your calendar
is Wednesday, September 26. We are extremely
excited to be bringing back ‘Meet The Makers’,
which we launched for the first time last year.
This event gives our local manufacturers an
opportunity to showcase to the community what
they make, and how what they produce connects
to our everyday lives. This year will be bigger
and better with exciting new additions. More
details will follow.
As a Chamber, we
do more than just plan
and host events. We
recently saw the Provincial Government
pass Bill 148 which
was met with resistance from many of
our local businesses.
In partnership with
the Ontario Chamber,
we voiced our opposition to the Bill. Part
of the concern focused
on the calculation for
public holiday pay for
employees. Earlier this

month, the Ontario government announced
that, after hearing from stakeholders, it will undertake a review of the public holiday system of
the Employment Standards Act this year. As an
interim measure, the government will reinstate
the previous holiday pay calculation, coming
into effect July 1. Through our partnership with
the Ontario Chamber and the Canadian Chamber, we continue to advocate for this business
community.
In closing, on behalf of the Board, I thank all
of our Members for your continued support. We
are grateful that you recognize the important
role the St Thomas and District Chamber of
Commerce plays in this community and that
you choose to be part of it. We are excited
about what lies ahead, and we look forward to
continued partnership with local businesses as
we strive for community prosperity.
The writer is the Chamber’s senior
volunteer, the 2018 Chair of the
Board of Directors of the St. Thomas
& District Chamber of Commerce.
Ray is also an Investment Advisor
with HollisWealth.

Professional, janitorial and sanitation products to help
clean and maintain every type of business.
• Janitorial & Sanitation
• Food Service Supplies
• Facilities Maintenance
• Guest Room Supplies

• Commercial Kitchen Appliances
• Safety Supplies & Equipment
• No Minimum Orders
• Free Local Delivery

519.614.2919 • william.white@homehardware.ca
295 Wellington St., St. Thomas ON

Contact me to find out more!
William White

Geerlinks Home Hardware Building Centre
June 2018

THIS MONTH IN ELGIN

11

Business Beat

Chamber News

Free Enterprise
Award

Winners

■ Photo Credit: All photos by Spitzky Media

The St. Thomas & District Chamber of
Commerce hosted the 44th presentation
of the Free Enterprise Awards on May 9.
This event is designed to celebrate success
in business and community service
through presentation of awards in three
categories. We also use the occasion
as an opportunity to thank volunteers
who have completed terms serving the
Chamber’s Board of Directors.
The Chamber’s 2018 Board of Directors Chair, Ray Bosveld, centre,
is shown with Tara McCaulley, General Manager of the Small Business
Enterprise Centre, and Dan Kelly, Chief Financial Officer of Dowler-Karn
Limited. Tara and Dan retired from the Chamber’s Board December 31.
The Chamber traditionally asks each retiring Director to name a favourite
community cause and a donation is made in their name as a gesture of our
thanks for their service. Tara chose the YWCA St. Thomas Elgin in support
of new group homes being opened this month. Dan chose to support the
Inn Out of The Cold initiative that supports homeless individuals each
winter.

Thank you

to everyone that participated in
our Tire Take Back week and charity BBQ
to raise money for the Sunshine Foundation.

Making dreams come true for kids with severe
physical disabilities or life threatening illnesses.

519-631-4801
44267 ELM LINE, ST. THOMAS

www.mcgregorautoparts.com
HOTLINE SERVICE • COMPUTER INVENTORY
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Elgin Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram earned a Free Enterprise Award of
Merit for exceptional performance as a business and impressive community
service contributions. Pictured, left, with their Award, Elgin Chrysler coowner Dan Dale, Chamber Board of Directors representative and award
presenter Bob Ward, and Elgin Chrysler co-owners Brent Kidder and Jason
DaSilva.
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Free Enterprise Award Winners

Marking 75 years in business this year, Dowler-Karn Limited has grown
from a small venture launched in 1943 to one of southern Ontario’s most
successful family businesses. Now operating 9 branch locations plus the St.
Thomas main office, employment at Dowler-Karn has more than doubled
in the last decade. The exceptional success of their operation, and their
strong history of community support and participation earned the firm our
main 2018 award, the Free Enterprise Master Award. Pictured here, left to
right, Dowler-Karn President David Karn, Vice-Presidents Barb Molinaro
and John Karn, and Chamber Board of Directors representative Joe Preston
who brought remarks from the Chamber in our award presentation.

The Chamber’s Board Chair has the option of recognizing exceptional
service to the Chamber each year through presentation of our Chair’s
Award. Lawyer Monty Fordham, left, was honoured by Chamber Chair
Ray Bosveld for marking 40 years in practice this April, in addition to
20 years of volunteer work for the Chamber writing the monthly Legal
Business column that appears here in our Business Beat magazine.
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Michael L. Moore*

Libro Credit Union brought a large and enthusiastic group to the Free
Enterprise Awards Reception this year. Branch Manager Jason Dearing
is shown holding the hardware. Far left, Chamber Board of Directors
representative Scott McRae presented this Free Enterprise Award of Merit.
June 2018

Tel: 519-637-7747
michael.moore@sunlife.com
www.sunlife.ca/michael.moore
9 Princess Avenue, Unit #3
St. Thomas, ON N5R 3V3

Life’s brighter under the sun
*Mutual funds distributed by Sun Life Financial Investment Services (Canada) Inc.
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is a member of the Sun Life Financial group of companies.
© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2017.
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■ by Nikki Johnson
With summer finally here after a long, cold
winter, we look forward to our planned summer
vacations whether it be camping, cottaging, day
trips, or many other adventures with friends and
family. While holidays are a great way to escape,
it is also an opportunity for burglars to take
advantage of your empty home.
Here are a few tips to help you stay safe while
you are away to protect your home from insurance
claims:
1. Give someone you trust the trip details: Leave
a friend and/or a family member your phone
number, location of where you are going and the
details of your vacation to ensure they are aware
of the important contact information in case
anything were to happen while you are away.
2. Leave lights on in your house: It is crucial to
make sure it looks like someone is still living there.
We recommend investing in some light timers on
the interior and exterior of your house; this will
ensure they come on at particular times to mimic
your usual schedule. It will also keep your hydro
bill down.
3. Blocking patio doors: As patio doors are an

easy entry target, using a wooden dowel is one
low-cost way of ensuring your patio doors
are secure from easy opening.
4. Don’t leave anything lying around: Tools
to break open a door or window, or a ladder to
gain access to an upstairs window, could help a
burglar gain easy access to your property.
5. Don’t hide spare keys outside: Burglars know
all the tricks and all the hiding places – so leave
that spare key with a reliable neighbour or/and
friend rather than under that flowerpot or under
your front mat.
6. Clear the mail: A pile of bills, shopping
catalogues and junk mail poking out of your
letterbox is a sure sign you’re not at home. Ask
a family member, friend or neighbour to
keep an eye out for this while you’re
away, and collect any excess mail
– burglars will be on the lookout
for any obvious clues to an empty
home.
7. Double check everything’s
locked: You may be racing
to the airport or rushing for the
train, but make sure you check all windows and
doors are locked and
ensure your burglar
alarm, if you have one,
is set before you go.
8. Do not post your
absence on social
media: Ditch your
cellphone! Although
most of your Facebook
and Twitter contacts
are friends of yours,
there is always a chance
that someone you may
not know could view
your profile or a friend’s
account could become
hacked.

14
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So take a couple extra minutes before you load
up the car with bags and kids, and ensure you have
done everything you can to stay safe while you
are away. Taking the little time now will give you
peace of mind to know that nothing will happen
while you are away and you will be able to fully
enjoy and relax on your vacation.
This column appears regularly in Business
Beat and has been submitted by Nikki
Johnson, Executive Assistant at Reith &
Associates Insurance and Financial Services
Limited, 462 Talbot Street, St. Thomas.
Questions and comments on this column are
welcomed by the writer at 519-631-3862 or
via e-mail: info@reithandassociates.com

June 2018

Business Beat

Legal Business

Undoing Undue Influence
■ by Monty Fordham
Editor’s Note: The St. Thomas & District
Chamber of Commerce is pleased to
congratulate Monty Fordham this month on
marking 20 years of contributing this Legal
Business column to our publication. Thanks,
Monty!

A recent decision of the Ontario court of
Appeal addressed the issue of the legal term
“undue influence” as it relates to gifts, both during
the lifetime of the giver and within testamentary
bequests. The case of Seguin v. Pearson is of
importance to lawyers and estate planners,
whether in the context of personal planning or
succession of business interests.
Robert Geddes Paterson died in December
2011, but before he died he transferred his home
to his long time common law spouse and himself
jointly. As well, he drew a will in which he left the
bulk of his estate to his spouse. Needless to say,
his children were not in favour of this disposition
and challenged both the gift of the house (in law
an “inter vivos” gift) and the will which contained
“testamentary gifts”.
The children alleged that the common law
spouse of Mr. Paterson exercised what is known
in law as “undue influence” over him, and,
therefore both gifts should be struck down. The
trial judge in the case found that the evidence did
not show that the spouse “exerted dominance”
over Mr. Paterson.
The rationale for the appeal was, in essence, that
the trial judge failed to consider the “rebuttable
presumption” of undue influence which arises

kept by his two solicitors were of considerable
importance. These records demonstrated to
the trial judge that Mr. Paterson “had thought
deeply and thoroughly about his disposition of
his property.” As well, the trial judge took note
of the fact that the wills and transfers “were
not the result of rash or emotional actions but
followed several months of (his) deliberate
reflection, coupled with the meticulous and
comprehensive legal advice that he received from
two experienced solicitors”.
The decision underscores the importance of
sound legal advice and documentation, not just
when an issue such as undue influence might
arise, but in every case of transfers both within
the lifetime of the transferor and after. Rather
than waiting for a judge to grapple with legal
presumptions and burdens of proof years down
the road, with all the attendant court costs, the
careful grantor of a gift can effectively eliminate
the issue of undue influence at the time of
the gift.

out of such a relationship. Indeed, the trial judge
seemed to apply the same test to the gift as he did
to the bequest in the will. The Court of Appeal
indicated that this was wrong in law (although
the error did not change the end result).
The court held that the rebuttable presumption
of undue influence arises only in the context of
transactions which take place
during the grantor’s lifetime (inter
vivos). Once the presumption
is established, there arises an
“onus” on the part of the party
supporting the gift to rebut, by
evidence, the presumption. In
the case of testamentary gifts,
the court found the test to be
quite different. In this context, a
party attacking the will has the
onus of proving “on a balance of
Lawyer Monty Fordham prepares
probabilities” the undue influence.
this monthly column for the St. Thomas
The Court of Appeal found that the trial judge
& District Chamber of Commerce
had weighed the evidence before him, and found
and our Members. Questions,
that the spouse exercised no undue influence
comments and suggestions for
future columns are welcomed by
over Mr. Paterson, and that Mr. Paterson
Monty at his office: Fordham &
independently decided to make the impugned
Brightling Associates – Lawyers, 4
wills (he had made a previous will) and the
Elgin Street, St. Thomas. Telephone
transfer of property in favour of the (spouse). In
519-633-4000, FAX 519-633-1371
short, the trial judge found no evidence of undue
or e-mail: montyfordham@4elgin.ca
influence.
The
Court
of
Appeal went on to
stress the importance
of record keeping,
to all of our Participants, Prize Contributors,
generally by lawyers,
Hole Sponsors and everyone who helped make the
but other involved
10th Annual Crime Stoppers Golf Tournament
professionals as well.
These records in the
a Great Success!!
case of Mr. Paterson
Corporate Sponsors
included
medical
and lay evidence of
Doug Tarry Homes
Tru for U-Wellness and
his state of mind and
CW Auto Spa
Fitness Centre
overall health (not to
Hole Sponsors
be confused with his
mental capacity, which
Ambrose Plumbing
Century Sound Sales and Service
was not an issue).
Arc Financial
Crown of Jewels Hair Salon
As well, the records
Aylmer Tirecraft
Derrig Quality Construction

Thank you

Your family and their future depend upon the
security of your life and income!
Do you have personal Life Insurance,
Disability Insurance, Critical Illness Insurance?
If you are not sure if you require any of these
coverages, have a medical condition, or occupation
that seems to block your path to security, contact
me for a FREE consultation.
Martin Evers - Financial Advisor
South Coast Financial Services
Email - martin@martinevers.ca
Call or Text - 519-878-2313

Financial
Goals
Analysis

Income
Protection

Berry Hill
Bulk Barn
Canadale Nurseries
Fric’s Auto Repair
Graham Scott Enns
Guenther Trucking
Locke’s Insurance
Mackie’s
TD Bank



Debt
Free

Investing
For
Future

HWC Insurance Services Ltd.
I’ve Got Your Back 911
Ontario Police College Instructors’ Assoc.
PIB Insurance Brokers Inc.
Railway City Brewery
St. Thomas Police Services Board
St. Thomas Professional Firefighter’s Assoc.
Street City Realty Inc.
The Auto Guys
Verbruggen Trucking
Victim Services Elgin
West Brant Window World
William’s Funeral Home

Celebr

ating 30 Years

1-800-222-TIPS (8477)
www.stthomascrimestoppers.ca

We couldn’t do it without the support of the community!
June 2018
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New Members
Bonjour Breakfast
10 Manitoba Street (at the Horton Farmers Market)
St. Thomas, ON N5P 1E3
Phone: 519-859-7763
Email: serge@bonjourbreakfast.ca
Website: www.bonjourbreakfast.ca
Contacts: Serge Lavoie, Co-owner
Buyers Guide Categories: Food Specialties; Restaurants; Farmer’s
Market
Products & Services: Bonjour Breakfast operates seasonally at the
St. Thomas Horton Farmers Market from May until November. Their
goal is to provide breakfast for those interested in delicious, local food
prepared with style and flair. Offering a range of good quality breakfast
items, served to order right in front of you, Bonjour Breakfast’s regularly
changing menu supports local food producers from our community.
Kenny Insurance Brokers
92 Centre Street
St. Thomas, ON N5R 2Z5
Phone: 519-633-8448
Email: info@kennyins.com
Website: www.kennyins.com
Contacts: Scott Sleightholm, Vice President

The St. Thomas & District Chamber of Commerce proudly welcomes the following businesses and individuals
as our newest Members. Those listed below were accepted as registered Members from Apr. 16 – May 15,
2018. Once an organization registers as a Member with the Chamber, all personnel (owners/managers/staff)
within the organization have full access to all Chamber programs, projects, events and services.

Buyers Guide Categories: Insurance Adjusters; Insurance Services
Products & Services: Kenny Insurance Brokers is a family owned
and operated brokerage established in 1988. Their friendly and
knowledgeable staff provide insurance products that are perfectly tailored
to your needs, whether it’s for home, auto, commercial, agriculture,
special events or more. One of their specialty offerings is their high risk
auto insurance. Whatever the reason, if you are having trouble getting
insurance, don’t fret: They are one of the leading brokerages offering
this type of insurance.
McDonald’s Restaurants
955 Talbot Street, St. Thomas, ON N5P 1E8
1063 Talbot Street, St. Thomas, ON N5P 1G4
Phone: 519-631-1950
Email: Gordon.macleod@post.mcdonalds.ca
Website: www.mcdonalds.ca
Contacts: Gordon MacLeod, Owner
Buyers Guide Categories: Restaurants
Products & Services: St. Thomas has two McDonald’s locations,
at 955 Talbot Street and at 1063 Talbot. They are among more than
1375 McDonald’s Restaurants in Canada which, together, employ over
77,000 people. The McDonald’s franchise network was established
by Ray Kroc, then a milkshake machine salesman, in March 1955 and

based on a small hamburger stand in San Bernardino, California. Today
McDonald’s Restaurants operate in over 120 countries, serving over 45
million people daily.
Raw For Pets
24 First Avenue
St. Thomas, ON N5R 4M5
Phone: 519-207-2480
Email: rawforpets@msn.com
Contacts: Roxanne Esseltine, Owner
Buyers Guide Categories: Pet Supplies & Services
Products & Services: For people who want a healthy feeding
alternative for their pets, Raw For Pets is a top quality pet food store that
caters to a variety of pets including dogs, cats, horses and ferrets. They
offer raw, frozen or fresh meats and meals, dehydrated healthy natural
treats, supplements and more. Their products contain … NO artificial
flavours or colours, NO fillers, NO Gluten and NO preservatives of any
kind. The ultimate and healthiest diet foundation, as Nature intended.
St. John’s Anglican Church (Porter Hall)
20 Flora Street
St. Thomas, ON N5P 2X4
Phone: 519-631-7368
Email: stjohnsanglicanchurch@rogers.com
Website: www.stjohnschurchstthomas.com
Contacts: Cheryl Barrett, Office Manager
Buyers Guide Categories: Churches; Halls &
Special Event Facilities
Products & Services: St John’s Anglican Church
of St Thomas is a core area Church, located just off
Talbot Street, St Thomas’ main thoroughfare, on Flora
Street. For more than 130 years the parish has been
a vibrant community, with many dedicated clergy and
a loyal membership.
In 1986, the Parish erected a new Hall, the hub of
social activities that bring added joy to the life of
the Church. Porter Hall is available to the public for
wedding receptions, banquets, and is used on a
regular basis by groups in the community.
Yates Electrical Services
11 Montcalm Street
St. Thomas, ON N5P 2C1
Phone: 519-281-1376
Email: info@yateselectric.ca
Contacts: Richard Yates, Owner
Buyers Guide Categories: Electrical Contractors
Products & Services: Yates Electrical Services
is a family owned business with over 25 years of
experience. Servicing commercial and residential
properties, they offer service upgrades, electrical
renovations, as well as new home builds. From
hanging a simple fixture to a complete rewiring, Yates
Electrical specializes in all your electrical needs. No job
is too small and consultations are always free!

Crystal Underhill EXT 234
or Janet Palmer at EXT. 226

Professional Services Directory
Save 3.5¢ / litre
Chamber members qualify for Esso’s
Direct Billing Program; you pay 3.5¢
off the posted retail pump price
whenever you fuel up.
You may also get a convenient, detailed
monthly invoice and also qualify for
Speedpass®. For an application, contact:

Lynhurst
ESSO & Variety
16

Wellington Road
at St. George St.
519-633-0002

Rob Blaxall: President

• Voice / Voice Mail
• Data Communications
• CCTV Video Surveillance
• Security
• Sound / PA Systems
• Business Phone Systems

“Our customers are not just satisfied...they’re impressed!”
Now offering
voip business systems
rmbcommunications.com

P.O. Box 20155, St. Thomas (519) 633.0080 • rmbcommunications@gmail.com

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
THIS MONTH IN ELGIN

Full range of Public Accounting
Services including:
Auditing, Accounting and
Taxation Services

Mark Lassam, CPA, CA

115 Curtis St., St. Thomas, ON N5P 1J4
p: 519-631-1631 | f: 519-631-2929
mark@lassam.ca
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Business Beat

Business After 5

The May edition of Business After 5 was
held at Geerlinks Home Hardware, co-hosted
with St. Thomas Soccer Club, on Wednesday,
May 16. The next social is June 13 at Iron
Creek Country Club (formerly Pleasant
Valley Golf and Country Club).

1

2

3

5
4
1 – The Geerlinks-hosted event, co-sponsored by St. Thomas Soccer Club, saw a
great turnout.
2 – Cheryl Cass-Martin, left, Natasha Newby (Port Stanley Festival Theatre) and
Karen Kimble (ReMax).
3 – From left, Sean Dyke (St. Thomas Economic Development Corp.), Deputy Chief
Marc Roskamp (St. Thomas Police Service), Joan Rymal (St. Thomas councillor)
and Chief Chris Herridge (St. Thomas Police Service).
4 – Chamber Board Chairman Ray Bosveld, left, Craig Geerlinks (Geerlinks Home
Hardware), Robin Granger (St. Thomas Soccer Club) and John Laverty (St. Thomas Soccer Club).
5 – Murray Cutler (Geerlinks Home Hardware), left, and Dhian Saini (Classic Touch
2000 Car Wash & Auto Detailing).

We will ensure your vehicle
is ready for the
FREE
EXPERTS
Canada Day Events!
YOUR TIRE

We will not be
undersold on tires±

We will
match any
competitor’s
advertised
price.

mention this ad to receive the discount!

YOUR TIRE

EXPERTS
We will not be
undersold on tires±

FOR
79ONLY
$

* offer ends July 1/18

We will
match any
competitor’s
advertised
price.

Check Out Our Selection of Lawn & Garden Supplies!

Come See our New Large Store & Our Massive Inventory
OPEN MON. - WED. 7AM-6PM • THURS. & FRI. 7AM - 7PM • SAT. 8AM - 4PM

39 Burwell Road, St. Thomas, ON
(519) 633-5884 • sales@r-safety.ca • www.r-safety.ca

June 2018
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We
WE SERVICE ALL
service
MAKES & MODELS
All
makes &
models
• Mulch (5 Colours)
• Fertilizer & Grass Seed
• Round-Up Weed Control

Alignment checks
while you wait

to make sure you
are safe on the
roads with our
Quick, efficient
service.

• A detailed inspection of up to
83 points
• Comprehensive vehicle report
card for peace of mind
• Motorcraft® premium oil and
Motorcraft® filter change*
• Rotate and inspect all four tires

FREE
Alignment checks
while you wait

to make sure you
are safe on the
roads with our
Quick, efficient
service.

Free
Shuttle
FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE
OR LOANERservice
CARS
or
loaner
cars

MAINTENANCE • TIRES • BRAKES • OIL & FILTER
BATTERIES • ALIGNMENT

No Appointments
Necessary!

We service all
Makes & Models!

MAINTENANCE • TIRES • BRAKES • OIL & FILTER

BATTERIES
• ALIGNMENT 519-631-5080
1012 Talbot St.,
St. Thomas
Monday
- Friday 7:30am- 5:30pm
andservice
Saturdays 8amNo
Appointments
We
all 3pm
Necessary!
Makes
&
Models!
Life is better in the Quick Lane.™

THIS MONTH IN 1012
ELGIN Talbot

St., St. Thomas 519-631-5080

Monday - Friday 7:30am- 5:30pm and Saturdays 8am- 3pm

Life is better in the Quick Lane.™
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