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Happy Easter
Our office will
be closed on
Good Friday,
April 19.

Franklin Area Chamber - Where our MEMBERS are our STARS!
Anniversary Celebration, Thursday, April 25, 2019
We will be celebrating another banner year at the Franklin Area Chamber of
Commerce’s Anniversary Celebration from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m., Thursday, April 25 at
the Quality Inn & Conference Center.
Formerly the Annual Dinner, our celebration will honor members of the business community who have opened or expanded a business over the past year with
Gold Shovel Awards; we will have a social hour with appetizers and live entertainment for networking; our new Strategic Plan will be outlined for you; and we will
name our 2019 Business of the Year.
Our previous Strategic Plan was unveiled in 2016 and has been completed; we are pleased to say that our new 3-year Plan will be completed
and unveiled at this year’s Celebration. Thanks to member input,
our board has compliled a new list of priorities and targets that
we will reveal to you at the celebration.
We are looking for sponsors to help us put on one
of our favorite member events. Information will
be included on the Annual Celebration invitation.
Invitations will be arriving in the
mail shortly. We would love to
see all of you there!

Chamber News
Welcome, New Members

Thank You, Renewing Members

The Olive Vault

Mostly Brass is a popular local band that performs at parades and concerts and festivals, including Applefest. For bookings or to join the band, contact Jane today!
Jane Bradshaw
(814) 827-6799 Fax (814) 720-3372
Email: janebrad@verizon.net

Anderson Furniture Company, 58 years
Franklin Concrete Products, 28 years
Gates & Burns Realty, 42 years
Franklin Giant Eagle, 24 years
PNC Bank, 29 years
Venango Newspapers, 56 years
Shear Expressions, 30 years
Stonewall Rentals, 33 years
Titusville Fabricators, Inc., 33 years
Oil Region Alliance, 36 years
Wiegel Brothers Marine, Inc, 25 years
Zonta Club of Oil City-Franklin, 17 years
Kerry A. Irons, Builder, 21 years
Cheri Schiffer's Salon, 31 years
The Caring Place, 21 years
Wilson Real Estate, 34 years
Cowboy Kettle Corn, 15 years
Three Rivers Concessions, 12 years
Sanford Company, 12 years
First United National Bank - Franklin, 12 years
Dale Wilson Real Estate, 10 years
Creekside Granite, 9 years
Caldwell Printing Services, 7 years
John and Doris Neidich, 7 years
USA Choice Internet Services, LLC, 7 years
Christ United Methodist Church, 7 years
Galloway United Methodist Church, 7 years
1st Rate Realty, 6 years
Walz Tire & Service/U Haul Authorized Dealer, 6 years
First Presbyterian Church, 6 years
Heritage Elder Law & Estate Planning, LLC, 5 years
Venango County Republican Committee, 3 years
Venango County A.B.A.T.E., 2 years

Beith Associates

Membership Referral Reward

The Olive Vault is an olive oil and balsamic
vinegar tasting room and retail store located inside
the Liberty Building in downtown Franklin.
Tammy Bible
(256) 924-0919
1243 Liberty St. Ste 102, Franklin, PA 16323
Email: theolivevault@outlook.com

Clean and Simple
Clean and Simple offers residential and commercial cleaning. Spring cleaning can be scheduled
weekly, monthly or yearly. They provide all products
and supplies for cleaning needs.
Gail Selman
(814) 227-9729
157 S. Main St. Seneca, PA 16346
Email: gailselman@hotmail.com

Mostly Brass

Beith Associates Real Estate has added a new
contact to their membership. Welcome to their newest associate and chamber member, Jamie Beith!
Beith Associates
(814) 437-3053
1331 Liberty Street, Franklin, PA 16323
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As an extra thank you for helping to spread the word about the
Chamber and what we do, we offer rewards for businesses who refer
new members to us. If you refer a new member to the Chamber in April
you will receive two free newsletter display ads to use any two months
you choose in 2019! Be sure they put your name on their application!
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Chamber News
Business After Hours
Thanks to Rep. R Lee James for a fabulous mixer
that gave us an opportunity to mingle with members
of the Venango Area Chamber.
Thank you to everyone who came out for our
Small Business Business After Hours mixer. We love
helping local small businesses showcase their wares
and connect with new customers!
We won’t have any April mixers, as we plan for
our Annual Celebration. We look forward to celebrating with all of you!
Mark Your Calendars
May 2, 5 to 7 p.m., Creekside Granite
May 16, 5 to 7 p.m., Klapec Trucking Co.
Call (814) 432-5823 to RSVP

Applefest Planning Well Underway

Member Survey Extension

The Best Three Days of the Year will be here
before we know it!
Vendor Applications have
already been sent to returning
vendors and are pouring back in.
We are always looking for
unique, handmade arts & crafts
and mouthwatering treats to fill
the parks, so if you are or someone you know is an artist or artisan interested in setting up a booth at this year’s event, contact our office to request an application.
Sponsorship opportunities are only available to
Franklin Area Chamber members. Forms will be
mailed out later this month. Please consider a contribution to help us pull off the party of the year once
again.
Once again we are asking for graphic designers
to create an eye-catching logo to be used on all Applefest 2019 merchandise. Designs can be submitted
to jodi@franklinareachamber.org for consideration
by our Core Committee. The winner will receive a
$100 Franklin Retail Association gift certificate and a
free Applefest shirt with their winning logo on it.

We are working on our new Strategic Plan, and
would love to hear from you, our members.
What are we doing right? How can we improve?
What should our priorities be going forward?
Though the initial deadline for surveys has lapsed,
we have extended it until April 5 for those of you
who haven’t had the opportunity to weigh in.
Please give us a few minutes of your time and
take the survey at
www.surveymonkey.com\r\franklinareachamber.
We value your input and look forward to continuing to work toward a bright future for the Franklin area.
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Chamber News
Director’s Report

Why Franklin?

April flowers ... wahoo! I am anxiously awaiting
such. More than flowers, I am excited that people
will be out again ... there will be noise on the sidewalks - human noise not vehicle noise; the trails will
be blooming with bikes and people; the waterways
will be covered in kayaks and boats. I am excited
for all of it. Ohhh, outside clean up - that is exciting
as well. I cannot wait to find my yard under the
winter leftovers.
What are you anxious to do now that spring is
here? Send us pictures of your outside activities in
the sunshine. We would love to share your pictures
on our digital display in the front window!
While we are finalizing our Strategic Plan and all
the details for our Anniversary Celebration, I am
reminded about one of the best parts of my job ...
connecting people with people or businesses with
the right partner to help with a project. I enjoy getting to know our members and being able to help
meet their needs whether assisting in finding a new
staff person or finding the right business to do their
marketing or someone to do their print work - whatever it is, I am grateful to be asked and to be able to
help. If you did not know it, as a Chamber member
there are a host of member businesses willing and
available to help with your needs. If you are not
sure whom to call, ask me; I will help.
Watch your mailboxes for invites to our Anniversary Celebration to be held April 25; be sure to
make your reservations early.
It will be a great
time to celebrate
all of you. And,
if you have not
been there before, I promise
it will be over
by 7:03!!

When Jubal
Kelly moved to
Franklin in
2006, he didn’t
know a single
person here. In
fact, he had
never even
been to Venango County
before starting
work at Gardinier Funeral Home.
Jubal said as an outsider he felt very welcomed
by the community and quickly adopted Franklin as
his new home.
He had heard a little bit about Applefest when he
came to town, but was completely blown away after
he saw his first one. He decided to get involved with
the Core Committee for the festival. Years later, he
sits as president of the Franklin Area Chamber of
Commerce’s Board of Directors.
Though a job is what initially brought Jubal to
Franklin, he ended up meeting his wife, Erin. Erin
was born and raised in Franklin, and the couple decided this was where they would raise their own family.
“We loved the schools for both our daughter
Janie, and our son Jack. Jack has special needs and
we are so happy to be where people are so good to
him.”
Jack’s needs created a need for a career change
for their family. They felt so strongly in the area that
they wanted to stay here, so they purchased a business in town. They are now the owners of Kelly’s
Pools and Spas on Liberty Street.
Jubal said the hard work and sense of pride the
residents feel is one of the best things about the
Franklin community.
“It’s like Cheers around here, everybody knows
your name. This community is very proud of what it
has to offer. The people are hard working. As an
outsider coming here, I felt very welcomed.”
Read Jubal’s story and other Why Franklin? Testimonials online at www.franklinareachamber.org.
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Chamber News
Five Things Your Supervisors Won’t Tell You
By Pamela Watkins, Watkins HR Strategy
The phrase, “It’s lonely at the top” really resonates with newly promoted supervisors. Although it
may have been a life long dream to be promoted into
a position of management, the day-to-day challenges
they face can sometimes resemble a nightmare instead
of a dream.
Over years of doing supervisory training, I have
asked supervisors to describe their biggest challenges
that they keep to themselves. Here they are:
1. Supervising is hard work and is stressful. Supervisors often get pulled a million directions. It is
challenging to be fair and objective. For supervisors
who have been promoted, it is extra stressful if they
must supervise friends. Meeting deadlines, completing paperwork and attending meetings is not all it is
cracked up to be.
2. Communication is challenging. Knowing what
information to share can be a big issue for new supervisors. Determining what is information is necessary
for employees to do their jobs and what is on a needto-know basis takes experience or guidance in the first
year of supervising. New supervisors flounder in a sea
of emails and can be frustrated with the paperwork.
3. They don’t like not being “liked.” Once a supervisor takes on a role that can include doling out
disciplinary action, they realize that not everyone still
“likes” them. This can be a hard adjustment for new
leaders.
4. Making decisions is uncomfortable. They are

uncomfortable in “owning” a decision that could
make a significant change. Unsure about how a new
idea may be perceived, they tend to hold back.
5. I make less money. Many times, the switch
from non-exempt hourly employee to salary exempt
status causes supervisors to take a loss in pay. This
puzzles them because they are working the same or
more hours and a pay decrease is demotivating.
What to do? Training. Training and more training. Time put into supervisory training will pay off
big rewards if supervisors know how to navigate
through the first four challenges. If you don’t have
an active supervisory training program in your business, consider sending supervisors to an outside
workshop or class. Alternatively, have a someone
come on site to do your supervisory training. Listening skills, communications, problem solving, coaching, counseling, and how to document and discipline
are all topics that make a supervisor more effective
and training costs are often negligible.
Lastly, look at your pay structure to ensure no
financial harm comes to supervisors when they are
promoted. Turnover and loss of production in supervisory ranks has both tangible and intangible costs to
your organization.
Supervisors rock. They are the glue that holds organizations together and have the most impact on
getting work completed and ensuring you have good
morale. If you haven’t told them you appreciate them
recently, do it today!

Technology Education Gets National Attention Thanks to Local Writer
Former Franklin High School English teacher Peter Greene is a contributing author to Forbes magazine where he weighs in on education from a teacher’s
perspective. In March, he wrote about the value of
trade schools that are done right, and held up Venango Technology Center as a model for how these
schools can benefit the students and the community.
“I had the good fortune to work in a district that
was part of a seven-district consortium operating a
CTE school ... that has been in business for around 50
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years. Many of my students over the years attended
that school, and it served them well.”
You can read Mr. Green’s full article online at
https://www.forbes.com/sites/petergreene/2019/03
/10/is-career-and-technical-education-good-news-orbad/#3e0da89275c6
The Franklin Area Chamber is a big supporter of
Venango Technology and we are proud to help some
of their graduating seniors find jobs when they enter
the workforce.
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Educational Opportunities
Excel 2016 Certification

Upcoming Seminars

Venango Technology Center will
hold a Microsoft Excel training and certification exam 77-727
in April.
Successful candidates for the Microsoft Office
Specialist Excel 2016 certification program will have
a fundamental understanding on the Excel environment and the ability to complete tasks independently.
Dates and details are in the graphic below.
To register for the program, go to www.vtc1.org
or call (814) 677-3097 ext 1309. Act48 hours available upon request.

First Step: Starting a Small Business Seminar
This monthly seminar provides an in depth look
at the steps to start a business. Topics include business registrations, licenses, business structures, taxation, research tools, what to expect in financing your
business and how the Clarion University SBDC services can help you start and grow your business. Saturday, April 6, 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Clarion University SBDC Barnes Center, $20 per person. Register
online at https://pasbdc.ecenterdirect.com/
events/25440.
Adult Education Classes
Adult Education Classes will be held Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. At
Franklin Public Library. All classes are provided at
no cost to students. For more information or to register call 1-800-461-6711.
Family Medical Leave Act
Does the FMLA apply to your business and your
employees? Find out from a US Department of Labor Specialist on Thursday, April 11, from 9 a.m. to
noon, at Clarion University-Venango Campus,
Montgomery Hall, Room 403, Oil City. Cost is $10.
Register online at clarion.edu/sbdc.

Free Employment Listings
Looking for the right person to join your staff?
The Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce offers
free website and weekly email job listings to
our members. Email your details to

Navigation a Multigenerational Workforce
Find out how to bridge the generational communication gaps and become a role model for multigenerational team success on Tuesday, April 23, 9 a.m.
to noon, at Clarion University SBDC , 330 North
Point Drive, Suite 100, Clarion. $20 per person. Register online at clarion.edu/sbdc.
LaunchLINK: Research Grant Programs
Learn how to be competitive in federal research
grant programs on Wednesday, April 24, 6 to 7:30
p.m., at Clarion University SBDC , 330 North Point
Drive, Suite 100, Clarion. No fee to attend. Register
online at clarion.edu/sbdc.

mike@franklinareachamber.org to be included.
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Member Showcase
Buffalo Street Lanes
Buffalo Street Lanes,
LLC was created in August
of 2016 when Ryan and Jess
Rudegeair bought the bowling alley at 1244 Buffalo
Street in Franklin. Their
mission is to create a safe
and fun center where people
of all ages and abilities can
learn and enjoy the
game of bowling
with their
friends, family
and other community members.
BSL offers
Men’s, Women’s
and Mixed
leagues. Some
are sanctioned
through USBC and others are not. They also host the
Franklin and Rocky Grove High school teams that
compete in a traveling bowling league in Venango and
Crawford counties. Public offerings include Open/Bythe-game bowling on Saturday and Sunday afternoons
(always best to check first as this gets filled with private party rentals), Cosmic Bowling on Friday and Saturdays nights (Fri. 9-11 and 11-1am then Sat. 7-9, 9-11
and 11-1am all through the year), and private and partial party rentals during the day on Saturday and Sundays.
This spring, BSL will be getting all new SPL Select
Series-Alliance synthetic lanes with Ultra Slide Approaches and new gutters and bumpers on all eight of
our lanes.
They will be offering Bike to Bowl for the third
summer to local youth ages 5-18 thanks to the Jesse L.
Peter’s Trust and the Venango Center for Creative
Development. Students must sign up in advance for
the ten week long program which includes two hours
of bowling, shoe rental, pizza, applesauce and water
each week PLUS a chance to win a new bike at the
end of the summer. Kids are encouraged to walk or
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ride their bikes each week
(as long as it is safe to do
so) to increase their
chances of winning.
They also will be holding
a car wash (date to be
determined) and
will sell Applefest
parking to help
raise money for
their high school
teams; the Franklin Area Bowling
Club.
Day to day operations as well
as machine maintenance is
mostly completed by Ryan with
the help of some truly supportive
family volunteers whom they
greatly appreciate. Office duties, marketing and scheduling are Jess’s responsibility. Jamie Weyand, their
trusted employee, coaches the high school teams and
oversees Saturday night Cosmic.
Bowling! The sport for everyone regardless of age
or ability!
In addition to bowling, BSL can help you order
any and all bowling related gear as well as drill your
new ball or re-drill your old ball.
For local businesses, they offer affordable advertising options on our scoring screens which are seen
by 500+ people a week.
BSL is a BYOB facility as well as non-smoking,
and permits outside food and drinks. Stay up to date
on BSL activities on Facebook or their website.

The BUSINESS Connection

Buffalo Street Lanes
1244 Buffalo Street
Franklin, PA 16323
(814) 432-4310
buffalostreetlanes@gmail.com
www.buffalostreetlanes.com
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Member News
United Way of Venango County Outlines Another Successful Year
One of the greatest pleasures of representing the Franklin Area Chamber of
Commerce is in working closely with the
organizations that help improve the lives
of the citizens of the Franklin area.
In March we attended the United Way
of Venango County’s Annual Meeting and
are proud to work hand in hand with the
United Way throughout the year. Thank
you to Will Price and his right-hand Mallory, his board of directors, and volunteers
for caring for our community as much as
we do.
Their 2018 annual campaign brought in more
than $415,527 to support local programs, surpassing
the goal of $334,626. They raised $81,000 more than
the previous year!
Campaign chair Jeannie Henry of Rossbacher Insurance Group and vice chair Erin Hanna of First
National Bank of Pennsylvania at the United Way’s
annual meeting at the Barrow-Civic Theatre.
The campaign team was made up of more than
55 volunteers who worked on all aspects of the campaign. Their duties included serving as division chairs,
account executives, in-team captains and in-house
campaign leaders.
The United Way works with 28 programs focused
on education, income, health and safety-net services,
helping more than 23,000 people each year.
“Surpassing a goal and by as much as we did is a
great feeling,” Henry said. “We couldn't have done it
without the hard work of all the volunteers who
worked on the campaign, and of course, the donors
who like to see their dollars impacting the community.”
The agency also honored its 2018 High Honor
Roll companies that raised more than $10,000. Those
businesses were top contributor Matric Group, Electralloy, Farmers National Bank, Specialty Fabrication
& Powder Coating and UPMC Northwest.
Here is a rundown of United Way’s community
impact in 2018:

1,568 STEAM activities were provided to youth
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in afterschool programs
 Helped 251 local youth serve a
total of 5,902 volunteers hours
 565 students who attended afterschool programs funded by United
Way had perfect attendance
 Helped provide 1,141 eye screening to pre-K students
 25 youth matched with a positive
adult influence throughout Venango
County
 11,404 patients received 19,924
dental procedures
14,745 healthy classes and activities were provided
131 individuals received clothing while in medical
crisis
Provided 56 individuals therapeutic riding sessions
Provided 1,897 counseling sessions
Provided 37,033 meals to local families\
Provided 93 individuals with shelter in an emergency from domestic and sexual violence
Helped distribute 14,544 articles of clothing
Helped provide 4,500 hours to youth with career
exploration
Helped provide 37,033 meals to families

Music Makers Needed
If you have ever considered joining a band, now is the time! The
weather is warming and many
local musical ensembles are in
need of players for the festival season.
Now is the time to get involved and make
some noise! Call these bands for more information on membership and rehearsal times:
Silver Cornet Band, (814) 758-2355
Mostly Brass, (814) 827-6799
Venango Chamber Orchestra, Franklin City
Hall, 430 13th Street, Franklin, PA 16323.
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Member News
R Lee James Recognized by SBDC

R. Lee James is pictured with Cindy Nellis, Director of the Clarion University Small Business Development Center (SBDC) being presented with a
certificate of appreciation for his continued support
of the SBDC.
Lee’s support provides the critical funding that
enabled the SBDC to provide no cost consulting
services along with valuable tools and resources to
help businesses make better decisions.
Over the last five years, the Clarion University
SBDC has helped over 200 individuals, entrepreneurs and business owners in District 64, start 30
businesses and secure over $7 million in capital formation.
For more information on their services, visit
www.clarion.edu/sbdc.

Week of Giving 2019

Congratulations to Trenton Moulin and the staff
at Bridge Builders Community Foundations for another record breaking Week of Giving! The Week of
Giving initiative is a superlative effort by BBCF to
rally the public to support local non-profit organizations. For more information visit www.bbcf.org.

May Newsletter Deadline
Make sure you send us your events, news and
photos to Jodi@franklinareachamber.org by

Monday, April 15, 2019
to be included in our May newsletter.
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Member News
Annual Empty Bowls Event

Bowl-A-Palooza Fundraiser
Bowl-A-Palooza is a
fundraiser to support
Family Services and Children’s Aid Society’s
Youth Connection. The
event will take place
April 6, at Seneca Lanes.
Bowl times are 12:30
p.m. and 3 p.m.
Youth Connection
matches youth with caring adult mentors. All money
raised from this event will stay local to help maintain current matches, and to build new ones.
For more information, call Jessica Walters, (814)
676-9940 ext. 28 or visit http://fscas.org/youthconnection.htm.

CASA Superhero 5K Run/Walk
CASA of Venango County is hosting a Superhero
5k Run/Walk at the Samuel Justus Bike Trail on Saturday, April 6.
Registration will begin at 9 a.m., run begins at 10
a.m. $20 Pre-registration, $25 at the event, Children
$10, 5 and under free. Free superhero t-shirt to the
first 100 to register.
For more information, call (814) 670-055 or visit
www.casaofvenangocounty.org.

Show your support the Community Services of
Venango County Food Pantries at the annual Empty
Bowls fundraiser from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Monday,
April 8, at Wanango County Club.
Empty Bowls is an open house soup supper
where guests enjoy a meal of soup and bread, prepared and served by many local chefs from local restaurants.
The event is also highlighted by a silent art auction and many amazing large basket raffles.
Before leaving guests are asked to choose a locally created bowl during the as a souvenir to remind
them of the potentially empty bowls throughout our
community.
Tickets are $15 in advance, $20 at the door, free
for ages 5 & under. Advance tickets are available at
the Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce.
For more information about this event and other
CSVC programs, visit www.csvenango.com.

Children’s Day at Cranberry Mall
Children’s Day at Cranberry Mall will be held
from Noon to 5 p.m. Sunday, April 7.
This year’s theme is “Children’s Day: Come Out
and Play!” This event is sponsored by Venango Kid
Connection and is free and open to the public.
HOLeY Jeans will perform at 3 p.m. in the Center
Court. There will be more than 50 tables set up
throughout the mall with fun activities and information for everyone.
For more information, call (814) 432-9218.
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12 Angry Men live on stage. For tickets,
visit www.barrowtheatre.com
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Member Events
Bikers & Barks Motorcycles & Meows

Easter Egg Hunt

Venango County ABATE will present its third
annual Bikers & Barks, Motorcycles & Meows from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, April 20, at the Franklin VFW Bingo Hall.
This event will include a flea market, swap meet,
raffles, vendors, 50/50, bake sales, and Tattoos by
Tramp.
Proceeds of the event will benefit local spay and
neuter groups.

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes
The City of Franklin will host its annual Easter
Egg Hunt for ages 8 and under, at 11 a.m. Saturday,
April 13, in Fountain Park.
There will be a bunny petting station downstairs
at Olde Liberty from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The Franklin Retail and Business Association is
bringing back the Roaming Rabbit to hand out coupons for local retailers, restaurants and businesses, to
adults throughout downtown Franklin.
The egg hunt will be rescheduled for April 20, in
the case of inclement weather.
For the full city calendar visit
www.franklinpa.gov.

Peter Cottontail Express
Join the OC&T Railroad for the first ride of the
2019 season, on April 20.
Visit with Peter Cottontail on this 3-hour trip
through Oil Creek State
Park. Children 12 & under
receive a small gift.
Call (814) 676-1733 or
visit www.octrr.org for
more details. Reservations
recommended as this event
has sold out in the past.
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Walk A Mile in Her
Shoes “The International
Men’s March to stop rape,
sexual assault & Gender
Violence” will be held
Sunday, April 28, beginning
at 2 p.m. in Fountain Park,
downtown Franklin.
Men are encouraged to wear high heels to literally walk one mile in women’s shoes to grab the
community’s attention while opening up conversation.
Registration is at 2 p.m., speakers & walk will
begin at 3 p.m. Featured speaker: Cyrstal Patterson,
MS, PPC Program Director and survivor.
For more information or to register, contact PPC
Violence Free Network, (814) 676-5476.

Save the Dates in May






Franklin Gardener’s Association’s May Garden
Mart, Saturday, May 4, and Sunday, May 5, in
Fountain Park, downtown Franklin. Vendors
will set up in the park selling everything you
need to make your garden unique.
Crazy for You, live on the main stage at Barrow-Civic Theatre, May 2, 3, 4 & 5, tickets,
www.barrowtheatre.com.
Historic Preservation Awards Ceremony,
May 6, First Baptist Church, www.oilregion.org.
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37th Annual Applefest!
October 4-6, 2018

Calendar of Events
April 2...CHEERS at Bella Cucina, a portion of lunch and dinner proceeds will benefit PPC Violence Free Network
April 2...Tuesday Movie Night at R** Bandana Winery, 7 p.m., one drink minimum, (412) 789-8272
April 4...Prom Dress Giveaway, 7 to 9 p.m., sponsored by the Blessed Prom Dress Ministry, (814) 432-8664
April 5...Three Wooden Crosses Class, 6:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, $35 per person, (814) 518-5504
April 6...CASA Superhero 5K Run/Walk, registration 9 a.m., run 10 a.m., pre-registration $20, day of registration $25, (814) 670-0550
April 6...Bowl a Palooza fundraiser for FSCAS Youth Connection, 12:30 to 5 p.m., Seneca Lanes, (814) 676-9940 ext. 28
April 6...Annual Spring Fling vendor show at Sandycreek Volunteer Fire Department, 5 to 9 p.m., Tickets $20, (814) 432-5601
April 6…Bag Sale at Neverending Stories, all used books $5 a bag
April 6...Designer Handbag Bingo, noon, Lee Bessler Bingo Hall, Seneca, proceeds benefit the Venango County Humane Society, (814) 657-5011
April 6...Hippity Hoppity Bunny Pallet class, 4:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, $25 per person, (814) 518-5504
April 7...Children’s Day at Cranberry Mall, noon to 5 p.m., entertainment and activities for kids
April 7...Venanago Chamber Orchestra performance, 3 p.m., Barrow-Civic Theatre, www.barrowtheatre.com
April 8...Empty Bowls fundraiser for CSVC, 4:30 p.m., Wanango Country Club, tickets available at the Franklin Area Chamber office
April 8...Maker Space: Dot and Dash program for kids age 8-10, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., Franklin Public Library, (814) 432-5062
April 8...Pickin on the Porch, 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Porch Music Store, free and open to the public
April 11, 12 & 13...12 Angry Men live on stage at Barrow-Civic Theatre, www.barrowtheatre.com
April 11...Open Mic Night, 5 to 6 p.m., Clarion University-Venango, Rhodes Auditorium, (814) 675-6591 ext 1330
April 12...Pins for Paws fundraiser to benefit the Venango County Humane Society, 6 to 8 p.m., Seneca Lanes, $10 per person, (814) 676-4618
April 12...Moss Covered Bunny Wreath class, 6:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, $15 per person, (814) 518-5504
April 12...24th Annual Quilt-A-Thon, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Franklin Public Library, (814) 432-5062
April 13...Historic Window Repair Workshop, 10 a.m., Oil City National Transit Building Annex Exhibition Room, Register to info@oilregion.org.
April 13...Spring Craft Show, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Rocky Grove VFD Fire Hall
April 13...Venango Museum Day, free admission to Venango Museum, DeBence Antique Music World, and Venango County Historical Society
April 13 & 14...Easter Cantata “Love Took His Breath Away, 2:30 p.m., Christ United Methodist Church, free and open to the public
April 13...City of Franklin Easter Egg Hunt, 11 a.m., Fountain Park, ages 8 and under, Bunny Petting Station, 10 a.m., Olde Liberty
April 13...AYCE Spaghetti Dinner to benefit Charitable Deeds, 4 to 7 p.m., Wolf’s Den Restaurant, Knox, (814) 797-0286
April 13...Wine & Design Owl Face Painting class, 4:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, $30 per person, (814) 518-5504
April 17...Sip N Paint at Dawndi’s, $35 per person, (724) 988-8662
April 19...Good Friday Cross Walk, meet at 10 a.m. at 10th Street and St. Patrick’s Church
April 19...Youth Open Mic night at Barrow-Civic Theatre, 7 to 9 p.m., (814) 437-3440
April 20...3rd Annual Bikers Barks Motorcycles Meows, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Franklin VFW, presented by ABATE, benefits spay and rescue groups
April 20...Personalized Family Sign, 4:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, $25 per person, (814) 518-5504
April 20...Allegheny River Clean Up Day, starting at noon at the Franklin Boat Launch, all are welcome, get together to follow at OARS Allegheny.
April 20...Peter Cottontail Express, 1 p.m., OC&T Railroad. www.octrr.org
April 21...Easter Sunrise Service, 6 a.m., Riverfront Park, hosted by Franklin Alliance Church
April 22...Bereavement Support Group, 2 p.m., OC Healthcare and Rehabilitation, lead by Venango VNA Hospice, free and open to the public
April 25-27...Charitable Deeds Food Giveaway, Knox, for Clarion residents only, (814) 797-0286
April 25...Venango Tango free dance lessons, 5 to 6 p.m., Clarion University-Venango, (814) 675-6591 ext 1330
April 25...Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Celebration, make your reservations now! (814) 432-5823
April 27...Mountain Bike Race, Two Mile Run County Park, www.twomilerun.net, (814) 676-6116
April 27...Beans N Babies song and nursery rhyme time, 10 a.m. to noon, Bossa Nova Café
April 27...Spring Felt Flower Wreath class, 4:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, $30 per person, (814) 518-5504
April 28...Walk a Mile in Her Shoes, 2 p.m., Fountain Park, presented by PPC Violence Free Network(814) 676-5476
April 28...BBQ Chicken Dinner, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Sandycreek Fire Hall, (814) 432-5601
April 28... Mini Music Series Event: Banjos, Banjos, Banjos, 1:30 p.m., DeBence Antique Music World, (814) 432-8350

