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COVID-19 - Weõre In This Together!  

Seniors in need of        
grocery or prescription 
pickup and delivery can 
call 211 for assistance.     

While my first inclination with this Newsletter is to share 

the state of the world as we know it, the truth is ... we already 

know it.  Instead, I am going to focus on the state of the com-

munities and just what it means to live, work, and play right 

here in Northwest PA. 

It means AWESOMENESS with an extra scoop of kind-

ness added!  Immediately following the first announce-

ment that Pennsylvania would begin to see the effects 

of COViD-19, the lives of our families, friends, neigh-

bors, and businesses began to change.  AND you 

reached out ...  you did what was needed and you gave 

where asked ..... food drives, babysat for those without 

daycare, delivered groceries and prescriptions, purchased more food to-go orders 

than ever, fed those who needed meals, placed teddy bears (and other critters) in 

windows, bought gift certificates, shared your music and other talents on-line, 

recorded and read stories online, showed us there were other songs besides 

"Happy Birthday" to sing while we wash our hands, packed boxes of food, posted 

photos and words of encouragement, and the list goes on and on and on.  I have 

chosen #smalltownbighearts when I post and chat about all that I am seeing.   

While we really won't know all of the side effects of this pandemic for 

months to come, maybe even longer, I hope we will remember that we live in the 

greatest region ever - a region that already worked together during the good 

times, and a region who stood united during the awful.  When spring blooms and 

doors re-open, please remember your small businesses who always help us when 

we ask; remember your neighbor who needed you to stop in and say hello ... re-

member how good it felt to reach out and do.  I have no doubt that we will work 

together more than ever before to make sure that we see the best outcome possi-

ble on the other side of COVID-19.   

I have never doubted for a day that I am blessed be the Director of this 

Chamber and to be part of the community; you have filled my soul and shown 

the world just what rural life in northwest Pennsylvania looks like.  Carry on, 

friends; I cannot wait to see you on the streets sharing smiles, handshakes, and 

hugs!! 
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Welcome, New Members 

RAACE 
Riders Advocating Against 

Child Abuse (RAACA) supports 
children in their communities 
through public awareness, educa-
tion, advocacy and networking to 
prevent child abuse and reduce 
its devastating impact.  

    

Jeff Cross 
P.O. Box 504, Franklin, PA 16323 
raacavenango@yahoo.com 
http://raacanational.com 

For over 50 years, WQLN 
Public Media has been the Lake 
Erie regionõs passport to a wider 
world ð a world of discovery, 
exploration, lifelong learning, and an ongoing re-
spectful exchange of ideas. WQLN is a PBS affili-
ate, bringing you educational programming daily.  

 

Lisa Counasse 
8425 Peach Street, Erie, PA 16509 

(814) 450-9930  
lisa@wqln.org 
www.wqln.org 

WQLN 
Explorevenango.com 

provides free Venango 
County news, information, 
and services to current and 
former Venango County residents and visitors to the 
Venango County area, including news, events, obitu-
aries, sports, weather, recipes, and all things local.  

 

Jason Bauer 
318 Main St., PO Box 86, Shippenville, PA 16254 

(814) 297-8004  
info@exploreyourtown.com 
www.explorevenango.com 

Explorevenango.com 

Since 1962, Regional Counsel-
ing Center, Inc. has been commit-
ted to providing the best mental 
health care possible to adults, 
young adults, and children. They offer personal-
ized counseling, skill development and psychiatric 
services in office and community settings.    

 

   Martin Richards 
150 Prospect Avenue, Franklin, PA 16323 

(814) 676-5614 
martin@rccinc.comcastbiz.net 

http://regionacouselingcenter.com 

Regional Counseling Center, Inc. 

Country Reflections engraving & Big Oak Forge 
are new businesses to downtown Franklin. They of-
fer engraving on Metal, Glass, Leather, Mirrors, 
Crystal, Granite, and Wood for Weddings, Awards, 
Ceremonies, Trophies, and more!     

 

   Charles Frankenberger & Alvin Zinz 
322 13th Street, Franklin, PA 16323 

(814) 493-3153 
Find Country Reflections Engraving on Facebook 

Country Reflections Engraving              

& Big Oak Forge Serving Northwest, 
PA since 1948, Mobil-
com provides the best 
possible solution for 
your communication and security needs. They offer 
two way radio and equipment sales and service. 

       

Travis Palmer 
16343 Conneaut Lake Road, Meadville, PA 16335 

(814) 724-1234 
tpalmer@mobilcom.com 
www.mobilcom.net 

Mobilcom 
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The Chamber is nothing without our members! 

We thank you all for your continued support of the 

Franklin Area Chamber and our mission!  

National Fuel Gas, 60 years 

Anderson Furniture Company, 59 years 

Komatsu Mining Corp., 58 years 

Gates & Burns Realty, 43 years 

Wilson Real Estate, 35 years 

Mary Peterson-Emeigh, 35 years 

Titusville Fabricators, Inc., 34 years 

Franklin Concrete Products, 29 years 

Scott Hutchinson, State Sen., 28 years 

Wiegel Brothers Marine, Inc., 26 years 

McCoy Equipment Sales, 25 years 

Kerry A. Irons, Builder, 22 years 

VFW Jesse G. Greerg Post 1835, 21 years 

Zonta Club of Oil City-Franklin, 18 years 

Living Hope Church, 17 years 

Cowboy Kettle Korn, 16 years 

Antonucci Masonry, Inc., 15 years 

Matthew C. Parson, Attorney at Law, 13 years  

Little Ceasars, 13 years 

Tri -County Pest Control, 12 years 

John and Doris Neidich, 8 years 

Lighthouse Apartments, LLC, 7 years 

The Honorable Matthew Kirtland, 7 years 

The Olive Vault, 1 year 

Thank You, Renewing Members 

Why Franklin?  

Franklin is the place Nick and Stephanie DelVec-

chio have chosen to call home, raise their family and 

pursue their passion for the outdoors. The couple 

moved to Cooperstown, PA in the summer of 2017, 

and started their fly fishing guide service, Wildwood 

Outfitters in 2018.  

òThe outdoors is so important to our family. We 

spend our leisure time hiking, fishing, and hunting 

throughout the state...We are surrounded by more 

outdoor recreation opportunities than we could enjoy 

in ten lifetimes!έ 

On top of access to the outdoors, the DelVecchi-

os enjoy having all the amenities and comforts of city 

living that make Franklin unique.  

òWe can grab a coffee at Bossa Nova, spend a 

morning biking along the Allegheny River, have lunch 

at Leonardoõs, fish for trout in the afternoon, then 

top it off with dinner and a drink at TrAils to Ales. 

The ability to do that within 10 miles from our home 

is amazing.ó  

In addition to the outdoors and the downtown 

businesses, the DelVecchios cited the well maintained 

city parks and the welcoming community as some of 

the best advantages of Franklin life.  

To read their full story and others online at 

www.franklinareachamber.org/whyfranklin.  

Associate membership is a great way to show 
your support for the Chamber and stay connected 
with the community! We are proud to welcome the 
following new Associate Members to the Franklin 
Area Chamber:   

 

   Mike Dulaney 
Dr. Jason Heavilin 

New Associate Members 
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Business of the Year Nominations 
May Newsletter Deadline 

Make sure you send us your events, news and 

photos to Jodi@franklinareachamber.org by 

Monday, April 20, 2020 

to be included in our May newsletter.  

Our Annual Celebration has been postponed in-

definitely, but we would still love to hear who you 

think should be Business of the Year! We could all use 

some good news right about now! Nomination forms 

are attached at the end of this newsletter. Email yours 

to jodi@franklinareachamber.org.  

We did not anticipate our first ever Get to Know Your Non-Profits event to be our last big event before 
the Coronavirus pandemic took over life as we know it. We had a great group of 13 local agencies who do 
vital work for our community there to share their mission with our visitors.  

Thank you to everyone who came out to show your support. We look forward to organizing this event 
again in 2021!  

Get to Know Your Non-Profits 


