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Our office will be closed
December 24 - January 2

As the holidays approach, we want to remind
all of you to support your local community this
season.
Our brick and mortar businesses are the backbone of our region. They make us special and give
us something to brag about when promoting the
area as a destination for tourism. They’re here for
us all year long; let’s be sure to support them! Of
every dollar spent locally, the majority goes right
back into the local community. We know sometimes there are things we need to get online, but
we encourage you to check with local businesses
first. You might be surprised by what all you can
find right here at home!
Of course, giving back to the community doesn’t have to mean shopping! Our non-profit organizations need your help to make the holidays bright
for those in need right here in the Oil Region.
They can use your donations or your time to improve the lives of people who are struggling and remind them they are not alone.
Local non-profits take care of our neighbors through programs like food pantries,
toys drives, warm clothing distribution, and more.
During the holidays, one of the most impactful things we can do isn’t giving
presents, it’s being present for our fellow man. Please keep an eye open for ways to
help when you can. Acts of kindness mean the world to someone who is struggling.
The impact of small gestures like holding the door or shoveling sidewalks can turn
a dark day around for someone.
As Mr. Rodgers said, “look for the helpers,” in times of trouble. Franklin has
more than its share of kind, generous people who give of themselves to make our
small town feel more like a big family. As
we look ahead to the new decade, we want
to thank everyone who has been a helper
in large ways and small. Your kindness
does not go unnoticed.
From all of us at the Franklin Area
Chamber of Commerce, we wish you
all the happiest of holidays and a joyous year ahead!

Chamber News
Welcome, New Members
DG’s Stuff

Grumpy Goat Distillery

DG’s Stuff is a resale clothing
store that is open by appointment in
Cooperstown. You can find an amazing variety of high quality, name
brand, mostly used, some new, men’s,
women’s, boys’ and girls’ clothing, plus shoes,
purses, and wallets.
Daniela Gatto
(814) 657-8008
Email: argentinakiwi@yahoo.com

Grumpy Goat Distillery is a small
craft distillery using unique recipes and
a rustic atmosphere to create a truly
unique experience in downtown Franklin. Stop in on Fridays or Saturdays to
try their whiskey, rum, and shine wines.
Tom Kingdom
(814) 671-7229
1235 Liberty Street, Franklin, PA 16323
Email: grumpygoatdistillery@gmail.com

Thank You, Renewing Members!
First National Bank of PA, 59 years
Gardinier Funeral Home, Inc., 58 years
Penn-Aire Aviation, 48 years
Overhead Door Company of Franklin, 39 years
Galaxy Federal Credit Union, 35 years
Franklin Insurance Agency Inc. & Notary, 28 years
Northwest Eye Associates, PC, 28 years
Township of Cranberry, 27 years
First Baptist Church, 23 years
Franklin Fine Arts Council, 23 years
Franklin Pediatric Associates, 23 years
Sugar Creek Station, 22 years
Helen Cummings, 19 years
Idlewood Motel, Inc., 16 years
Gonstead Family Chiropractic, 14 years
Patricia A. Maxwell, 13 years
Bistro by Pizza Joe's, 10 years
Allegheny Tool & Supply, Inc., 9 years
Save-A-Lot Food Stores, 8 years
Bridge Builders Community Foundations, 7 years
Miller's Design, 7 years
Schiffer's Custom Cabinetry, 7 years
Hill, Barth & King, LLC, 6 years
Law Office of Virginia Garris Sharp, 6 years
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Buffalo Street Lanes, 5 years
McCall's Notary Services, 5 years
Jane Barnett MS, NCC, LPC, 3 years
Frontline Construction LLC, 1 year
North Country Financial, 1 year

Membership Referral Reward
Our membership is at an all time high, and
that’s thanks to YOU for helping us spread the
word about what we do!
As an extra thank you, we offer rewards for
businesses who refer new members to us. If
you refer a new member to the Chamber in
December, you will receive one free month of
advertising on our Franklin Earthcam web
page! Be sure they put your name on their
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application to claim your reward!
December 2019

Chamber News
Business After Hours - Chamber Network Advantage
Thank you to Oak Hill Apartments for hosting a
Business After Hours Mixer in November, and for
letting us all learn a bit more about what you have to
offer.
Thank you to the Franklin Retail Association,
Dale Woodard Gent McFate, The Quality Inn &
Conference Center, and Liberty Street Ale House for
hosting the annual Holiday Kickoff mixer in November. The event was fabulous, and to make it more
special, Diane McCall, who served as coordinator of
the Franklin Retail Association for 30+ years, was
honored. Congratulations and thank you, Diane, for
everything you have done!

Mark Your Calendars and call (814) 432-5823 or
email mike@franklinareachamber.org to RSVP
UPCOMING MIXERS:
December 4, 5 to 7 p.m., Cross Creek Resort
December 19, 5 to 7 p.m., Christmas mixer hosted
by Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce and Myers
Custom Woodworks. Sponsored by Stifel.

Thanks for a Fabulous 11th Annual Downtown Franklin Holiday Wine Walk!
Our 11th Annual Downtown Franklin Holiday Wine Walk welcomed 600 merrymakers to visit 15 stores to sample regional wines.
This is such a fun fundraiser for us and really gets the holiday cheer in
gear! We want to thank all of the businesses who opened their
doors and hosted wineries: Porch Music Store, Razzle Designs
& Downtown Wildflowers, Anderson Furniture, West Park
Guitar & Music, Razor’s Edge Hair Studio, Antique Annie’s,
Feldman Jewelers, Something Clever, Grumpy Goat Distillery, Boutique MALO, Liberty Street Antiques, The Olive
Vault, Designing Concepts Salon, Olde Liberty, and Victorian City Art & Frame.
We look forward to another fabulous event next year! Mark your
calendars for Friday, November 20, 2020.
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Educational Opportunities
DCNR Seeking Park Input
The Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources has announced the release of a preliminary
report gleaned from results of a two-year survey
seeking public input on the future of Pennsylvanian’s
state parks.
The Bureau of State Parks’ website now features
information detailing survey findings and includes a
public comment tool to address recommendations
suggested as a result of this input. Also, in a continuing attempt to gain public feedback, Oil Creek State
Park and other parks across the state will be scheduling public meetings. The public input meeting for Oil
Creek State Park will be held at the Oil Creek State
Park Office and amphitheater on December 12, from
6 to 7:30 p.m. There will be a presentation and time
for public comment. For directions, please call the
Park Office at (814) 676-5915.
To access the summary of results, visit
www.dcnr.pa.gov; click on “State Parks;” then Penn’s
Parks for All. Public comment on these survey responses and recommendations will be accepted
online and in writing until December 31. Send written comments to: PA DCNR, Bureau of State Parks’
Planning Section, P.O. Box 8551, Harrisburg, PA
17105-8551.

Upcoming Seminars
First Step Business Training
This monthly
seminar provides an
in depth look at the
steps to start a business. Topics include business registrations, licenses, business structures, taxation, research tools, what to expect in financing your business and how the SBDC services
can help you start and grow your business.
Saturday, December 7, 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Clarion University, Barnes Center, $20 per person. Sign
up online at clarion.edu/sbdc/training.
Food Safety Certification/ServSafe
The ServSafe®
course, conducted
by Penn State Extension, is for individuals preparing
for the exam. After
attending the
ServSafe® class(es)
and passing the proctored, multiple-choice exam
with a score of 75% or higher, participants will receive a ServSafe® certificate, which meets the PDA
requirement for food safety certification. Make sure
your employees are all certified this year! Certifications are held throughout the year. Register Online
and learn more at
https://extension.psu.edu/servsafe or by phone
(877) 345-0691. The fee is $185, Includes book,
study guides and examination.
For a full list of training opportunities through
the Small Business Development Center, visit clarion.edu/sbdc/training.
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Chamber News
Robotics Students Visit Harrisburg

What’s Next for HR? Robots?
By Pamela Watkins, Watkins HR Strategy

Students from Franklin and Valley Grove
School Districts met in Harrisburg in November to
showcase their skills in robotics and technology.
More than 50 students participating in the PA Rural
Robotics Initiative showed off their projects to
Governor Wolf. Students displayed their skills in
coding, robotics, and drone technology. Our local
schools were invited as 2019 recipients of a PA
Smart Advancing grant obtained through the Pennsylvania Rural Robotics Initiative.
Leaders in the program say the state’s investments in STEM are giving students world-class opportunities. “The technologies that we’ve given our
students and the resources that we’ve been able to
put in front of them for robotics, drones, computer
science, artificial science, they’re opportunities are
as good as anyone else is receiving in the world, and
that’s something we’re very proud of,” says Tim
Heffernan, a leader of the PA Rural Robotics Initiative, and a technology teacher at Franklin Area
School District.
These students will continue to showcase their
skills at competitions in the months to come and
finish their season at a final competition at Clarion
University in February. To learn more about the
program, visit www.paruralroboticsinitiative.com.

Page 5

With 2020 on the horizon and open enrollment
behind us (or almost for most of us), what’s next?
Aside from the new Department of Labor
FLSA Overtime Rules that go into effect January 1,
2020, https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/
whd/whd20190924, I have been researching a new
HR trend that has the potential to change the face
of HR. Literally.
In today’s global economy, remote work is becoming a fast-growing trend. One study suggests
that by 2020, 40 % of American workers will be
independent contractors.
At its core, the HR strategic role is to hire quality employees, create programs for employee engagement and retention and manage employee relations. Along with that is a group of tasks that include onboarding, offboarding, compliance, benefits, payroll and more. According to a survey by
Ernst & Young 93% of time spent by HR employees is on repetitive tasks. Could those repetitive
tasks be done by a remote worker? Some businesses are taking it a step further.
The HR domain is being targeted for
“transactional” activities suited to robotic process
automation (RPA). RPA can allow organizations to
automate HR tasks that are repetitive, standard and
follow a specific set of rules or guidelines. This
allows HR employees to focus time and energy on
talent development, policies, and retention strategy.
As a career HR geek, I
am not sure how I personally
feel about “automating” responses to employees but
the thought of exploring it
further intrigues me.
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Chamber News
Why Franklin?

Director’s Report

One of Melanie
Krneta’s first experiences in
Franklin was like a scene
straight out of The Andy
Griffith Show. Her cell
phone was dead and she
was attempting to use the
payphone in Fountain Park
when the owner of Bossa
Nova Café noticed and offered her phone for Melanie’s use.
Since becoming a full time member of the
Franklin community, even opening her own homeopathy and Reiki business on Liberty Street in
November, Melanie has found that everyone in
town is as welcoming and kind as our favorite barista, Gabi.
“The town is bustling, without being too corporate, and even relationships among businesses
are friendly,” she said. “People care about each
other, and that’s the way it should be.”
Melanie and her husband Luka have lived all
over Pennsylvania, most recently in Crawford
County. The newspaper where Luka was working
was sold and the editorial staff was downsized.
Melanie had always loved Franklin, and encouraged him to find a job here. The couple made the
move to Franklin in July 2016 when Luka became
editor of The Derrick and News-Herald.
Melanie is an old soul and Franklin’s historic
buildings and small town charm mixed with all of
the unique businesses and community events,
make it the ideal home for her.
“Nightlife, nature, shopping, and community
events…this area has the most to offer anybody,
no matter what you want,” she said.
Read the full testimonial and others like it at
www.franklinareachamber.org.
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As the year comes to a close, I am doing more
sitting around and reflecting than I’d like - thanks to
a freak mountain biking accident. Even though my
injury has kept me from being out and about, it has
given me an opportunity to slow down and really
see what an incredible community we have. Thank
you to everyone for your kind words, encouragement, rides, food, and laughs that have helped me
see the bright side. As I look back at 2019, a year of
soaring highs and gut wrenching lows, I can only be
thankful for my journey and the opportunity I have
to be part of so many of your lives.
2019 brought many firsts, including the 31 Days
of August challenge - thanks to all who got outside
and shared photos! We have continued to grow and
are at an all-time high in membership; we completed our new Strategic Plan and are looking forward to an amazing 2020; we have so many exciting
things in the works to help promote our region!
Stay tuned for details about a Maker’s Tour and our
version of a One Tank Travel Show coming in the
spring.
And, a first at the Chamber … one our staff
has been elected Venango
County Commissioner. Mike
Dulaney, you have helped
take the Chamber to a new
level, and you have kept the
office together during some
of the worst and best parts
of my life. I am wishing you
all the best in your new position - I am certain you will
help do the same for our
county.
MERRY CHRISTMAS to
each of you!
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Member Showcase
River Valley Butcher’s Block - Celebrating One Year in Business
River Valley Butcher’s Block celebrated its one
year anniversary in November, and they want to be
your number one source for quality meat and seafood
in Franklin.
With a successful welding business already, owner
Bill Hards was looking to
expand his business interests with something that
would strengthen the community. He realized a
butcher shop with a great
selection of high quality
meats was just what the
town needed.
He found the
perfect spot in
downtown Franklin
with lots of room for
growth and plenty of
customer parking at
633 13th Street. His
crews spent months
completely renovating the former
Linda Lou’s Restaurant, and the
doors to River Valley Butcher’s
Block officially opened in November of 2018.
River Valley Butcher’s Block offers some of the
freshest and best tasting cuts of beef, pork, lamb, and
poultry in the area, with many offerings butchered and
smoked in-house. They make their own beef sticks one of their most popular items - BBQ ribs, brisket,
pork, sausages, and bologna. Many of the meats are
sourced from local farms, but they carry a variety of
seafood options like scallops, shrimp, lobster tails, and
Red Snapper. More exotic items like sushi grade fish
can be brought in upon request.
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A full line of sauces, spices and rubs used in-house
are also available for purchase at River Valley. Additional products include local honeys and sauces and
charcoal for your home BBQ.
If you are looking for something to wow your holiday guests, River Valley orders turkeys for Thanksgiving, Easter
Hams, and of course Prime Rib for
the upcoming Christmas and New
Year’s celebrations.
The Butcher’s Block features hot
lunch specials daily, and grab-andgo options including
BBQ ribs, pulled pork,
bolognas, and smoked
cheeses.
River Valley Butcher’s
Block has seven employees, all ready to
handle your requests
with top notch customer service and expertise.
Manager Paul Butler says, “If we
don’t have what you’re looking
for, we can usually ‘meat’ your requests!”
River Valley Butcher’s Block is
open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday
and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday. You can find River Valley Butcher’s Block on Facebook to keep an eye on the
lunch menu and specials.
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River Valley Butcher’s Block
Bill Hards
633 13th Street,
Franklin, PA 16323
(814) 346-0198
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Member News
Students Work on Landmark Well

Light Up Night 2019 - Thank you!

The students
in the Gas and Oil
Technician Program at the Venango Technology
Center (VTC)
were presented
with a unique opportunity this November. Drake Well Museum Director, Melissa
Mann, contacted Instructor Ryan Lehnortt
to see if his class
would be interested in pumping the McClintock Well,
the oldest producing oil well in the world, located in
Rouseville.
A group of 37 local students were able to gain
hands-on experience with oil production at this historical landmark. Under the instruction of Mr. Lehnortt,
students were seeing firsthand well tending practices
and maintenance, pipe threading and fitting, tank calculations and measurements, as well as general theories
and techniques with the oil industry’s progression and
modernization.
Students had an active role in the well start up and
preparation for oil production. They learned about the
electrical system, initial tank levels, pump jack and gear
box maintenance, all of which are common practices in
the oil field today. Not only were they able to work
with modern tools, but they observed remnants of
original oil boom equipment that remain at the well
location today.
The McClintock Well continues to produce oil,
some 158 years later. The rich oil history that saturates
our soil continues to serve as a learning vessel for today’s generation.

November is a time
for counting our blessings,
and we want to thank
Ronnie Beith and everyone at the City of Franklin
who makes Light Up
Night possible year after
year. This event kicks off
the holidays in Franklin
with the Electric Lights
Parade and incredible fireworks display and tree lighting. Perhaps the most
impressive display, is the show of community spirit
from the hundreds who turn out to welcome the
holidays as a community.
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Gates and Burns Relocated
Gates & Burns
Realty has relovated
their Franklin office
to 1318 Liberty Street, effective December 1.
Vicki Henderson and David Bennett have both
joined the Gates & Burns Realty Sales Team and will
continue to serve clients at this location.
Vicki has been the Broker/Owner of Venango
Real Estate and has been actie in the local real estate
market for 25 years.
Dave is a lifelong Venango County resident and
has been in real estate for four years. Dave is an active member of the Atlantic Ave United Brethren
Church and was previously employed by Joy.
Stop in and visit—they are excited to be in the
same location and offer the same great service.
Additional sales associates at this location include
Carl Valetich, Sherry Shawgo and Ralph Aylesworth.
All are members of the National, State and Local
Associations of Realtors.
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Member News
Keystone CEC Awarded

Battle Brings Thousands of Donations

The Pennsylvania Department of Labor & Industry Apprenticeship and
Training Office presented
a Pennsylvania Outstanding Apprenticeship
Program 2019 award
to Keystone Community
Education Council for
their exceptional Group
Apprenticeship Programs and dedication to their apprentices and community.
The KCEC received the 2019 Outstanding Group
Program Award for their Plastics Process Technician
Apprentice Program. The program is a collaboration
of 12 plastics manufacturers in Northwest PA who
pioneered the unique program. The idea cam to fruition through the Next Generation Plastics Industry
Partnership when partners determined what was
wanted and needed in a plastics apprenticeship program. From those needs, a partnership was struck
between American Injection Molding Institute and
Clarion University as AIM provides the technical trailing and Clarion provides the general education components. Employers were satisfied with the knowledge that their employees received through the first
cohort of the program and recommended the program to their industry peers.

The Franklin
Retail Association
held a friendly
competition
among businesses
to see who could
bring in the most
donations for
Toys for Tots. The contest took place throughout
November and resulted in over 3,000 toy donations!
Bella Cucina took home the prize package and the
Retail Rocks trophy as the over all winner. Congrats
to Ava and her staff!

Newsletter Deadline
Make sure you send us your events, news and
photos to Jodi@franklinareachamber.org by

Monday, December 16, 2019
to be included in our January newsletter.
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Drive Safe: Don’t Wreck the Holidays
By Presidential proclamation, December was
deemed National Impaired Driving Prevention
Month. Impaired driving includes driving after consuming alcohol and/or drugs. According to the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration,
approximately 30 people in the United States die in
drunk-driving crashes each day; that's one person
every 48 minutes. Drunk-driving crashes claim more
than 10,000 lives per year. Safe practices for holiday
parties or family get-togethers include… having a
designated driver, abstinence, or staying where you
are. If you or someone you know is struggling with
drug or alcohol addiction, help is available at (814)
432-9111. Enjoy the Holidays and Stay Safe!
Upcoming Events:
December 3, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Oil City Health
and Resource Fair at the Oil City Salvation Army
December 6, 6 to 8 p.m., Christmas Past at
Christ Episcopal Church in Oil City
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Member News
Old Fashioned Christmas Retail Walk

The Franklin Retail & Business Association is
holding an Old Fashioned Christmas Retail Walk December 6, from 5 to 8 p.m. and Saturday, December
7, from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
There will be something special in every single
participating member’s business.
Highlights will include
 Pictures with Santa
 Face painting
 Games for the kids
 Elsa braids
 Children’s Christmas Shop
 Live Christmas tree sales
 Roaming elves
 Refreshments
 Live entertainment
 Festive in-store promotions
Don’t miss the fun for the whole family!

YWCA Sweet Treats
The YWCA of Oil City’s Sweet
Treats event is the perfect way to kick
of Holiday Shopping! The annual vendor show will take place from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. on Saturday, December 7.
Their building will be filled with craft vendors.
Admission is FREE.
Enjoy lunch from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and choose
from a wide variety of homemade cookies available
for purchase.
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A Victorian Christmas Concert
First Baptist Church of Franklin will present a
Victorian Christmas Concert Saturday, December 14,
at 7 p.m.
The concert will feature many of Franklin’s favorite entertainers, including Kevin Downey,
Brianna Erdman, Tyler Carson, Kayleen Dunkle, and
Joyful Noise Quartet, with special guests Dennis
Geib and Nelson Porter.
Doors open at 6 p.m. The concert is FREE, no
tickets are necessary. A freewill offering will be taken
to benefit Mustard Seed Missions of Venango
County. In cooperation with Venango County Department of Human Services and others, Mustard
Seed Missions seeks to provide resources to families
and children in order that they may live together in
safe and sanitary conditions. Learn more at
www.msmvenango.org.

A Seussified Christmas Carol

What would happen if Charles Dickens and Dr.
Seuss collaborated on a play? A Seussified Christmas
Carol, of course! From zoot-fruited juices to binkabird geese, from stockings and presents to a feast of
roast beast – this whimsical reinvention of a beloved
classic will fill the whole family with holiday cheer!
Performances will take place December 12, 13 &
14, at 7:30 p.m. and December 14 & 15 at 2 p.m. at
Barrow-Civic Theatre. For tickets and more information visit www.barrowtheatre.com or call (814) 4373440.
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Member Events
Happy New Year!

Holiday Tour of Homes
Franklin Preservation is holding a
Holiday Tour of Homes Saturday, December 21, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday, December 22, from noon to 4 p.m.
The tour will begin at the Peddlers and Paddlers
Inn, 1322 Elk Street, where participants can exchange their tickets for brochures with locations and
descriptions of the homes on the tour. Participants
can then board a free shuttle bus to visit the homes
in the Miller Park section of historic Franklin where
parking is not available.
Tickets are $15 per person and are available at
the Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce, and the
Olive Vault in the Liberty Building, 1243 Liberty
Street.
Email franklin.preservation@gmail.com for
more information.

FCOA Presents Handel’s Messiah

Celebrate the holidays with Franklin Civic Operetta Association’s special biennial production of
Handel’s Messiah at Barrow-Civic Theatre December 20 & 21 at 7:30 p.m. The Messiah is one of Handel’s most cherished works, with iconic refrains from
“Comfort Ye, My People” to the “Hallelujah” chorus.
Tickets $14-$16, available at the box office, by
calling (814) 437-3440 or online at
www.barrowtheatre.com.
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As the decade comes to a close, we want to wish
all of the best for you, your employees and your
families. We are looking forward to another year of
promoting our region and getting to know the businesses and the people who make it great!
There are so many reasons to celebrate a new
year, and lots of fun ways to ring in the new year at
local businesses on December 31.
 Special Menu at Benjamin’s Roadhouse
 Special Menu at Bella Cucina
 Bowling Parties at Buffalo Street Lanes
 Live music by Joyride at R Bandana Winery
 Party with live music at Foxtales Pub
If you have a New Year’s event you would like
added to our online calendar, or to be included in
our email blast, send it to
mike@franklinareachamber.org by Monday, December 16.

Celebration of Talent Sign Ups Open
Celebration of talent is a variety talent competition held at Barrow-Civic Theatre. The contest will
take place February 8. The deadline to apply is
January 6. Top prize is $500 cash! Learn more or
sign up online at www.barrowtheatre.com.
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Calendar of Events
December 1-21...Christmas Tree Extravaganza in the Barrow-Civic Theatre lobby, see more than 50 trees on display!
December 1...Crochet Holiday Workshop & Social, 2 to 5 p.m., St. John’s Episcopal Church (814) 516-4222
December 1...OC&T Santa Train, 1:00 p.m. Special ticket prices apply. Call (814) 676-1733 for more information.
December 2...Ladies Day, 10 am. To 7 p.m., Feldman Jewelers and Something Clever, Lica and Dani trunk show, gift wrapping, great sales
December 3,10, & 17...Movie Night at R Bandana Winery, 7 p.m.
December 4...Business After Hours Mixer, 5 to 7 p.m., Cross Creek Resort. RSVP to (814) 432-5823
December 5...Women in Manufacturing networking event, 3:30 to 6 p.m., Foxburg Wine Cellars, (814) 572-2077
December 5...Repeal Day Jazz Party, 6 to 10 p.m., Liberty Street Ale House
December 5, 12, 19, & 26...Rock Star Karoke with Todd Shawgo at R Bandana Winery, 7 p.m.
December 6...$10 Embellished Braids/Jack Frost Hair event at DC Salon
December 6...MLH Distillery Tastings hosted by Olde Liberty, 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
December 6 & 7...Old Fashioned Christmas Retail Walk, details on Page 10
December 7...New Rhythm Theological Discussion, 11 a.m. to noon, Bossa Nova Café
December 7...Used Toy Sale, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Galloway UM Church, benefits Family Service & Children’s Aid Society
December 7...$5 Bag Sale, Neverending Stories, the Underground Bookstore
December 7...Razzle Designs & Downtown Wildflowers Special: Pick your own shirt design and Create your own pine arrangement, 10 a.m.
December 7...Christmas Luncheon, 11:30 a.m., Venango County Historical Society, $20 per person, (814) 432-8260
December 7...Kris Kringle Kids Shoppe, 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, gifts under $5, free gift wrapping, scavenger hunt
December 7 & 8...Christmas Cantata, Christ UM Church,
December 9...Pickin’ on the Porch open music jam, 6 p.m., Porch Music Store
December 9...Precious Paws Benefit at Fox’s Pizza Den, 4 to 8 p.m. 20% of all sales will be donated to Precious Paws
December 10...Polk Center Closure Info Meeting, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., family informational meeting at Polk Center
December 11...Sip N Paint, 6:30 p.m., Dawndi’s, register to (724) 988-8662
December 11,18...Franklin High School Band and Choir Concert, 7 p.m., FHS Auditorium
December 12...Men’s Night, 5 to 9 p.m., Feldman Jewelers and Something Clever, snacks, drinks, and savings for the guys
December 12-15...A Seussified Christmas Carol, 7:30 p.m., Barrow-Civic Theatre, www.barrowtheatre.com
December 13...Gibbons Business Solutions Social Media Discussion Group, 8 to 9 a.m., Franklin Area Chamber office, (814) 432-5823
December 13...Toy Drive, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., First Baprist Church, benefits Children’s Hospital in Pittsburgh (814) 432-8061
December 13...Buffalo Plaid Wreath Class, 6:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, (814) 518-5504
December 14...Victorian Christmas Concert, 7 to 9 p.m., First Baptist Church
December 14...Kris Kringle Kid’s Day at Olde Liberty, 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. $5 and under gift tables for kids!
December 14...Ladies Day, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Bear’s Furniture, featuring local vendors and a Chinese auction to benefit PPC Violence Free Network
December 14...Ugly Sweater Contest and Karaoke Night, 7 to 11 p.m., Grumpy Goat Distillery
December 14...Merry Christmas Basket Class at Olde Liberty, 10 a.m to 4 p.m. Cost is $39. Call (814) 518-5504 to RSVP.
December 15...Brunch with Santa, Liberty Street Ale House, 11 a.m. Call (814) 437-1115 for reservations
December 17...Books with Buddies, 5 to 6 p.m., Venango County Humane Society, (814) 676-6545
December 19...Chamber Christmas Party Mixer, 5 to 7 p.m., Franklin Area Chamber office, RSVP (814) 432-5823
December 20 & 21...Handel’s Messiah, Barrow-Civic Theatre, www.barrowtheatre.com
December 21...Pallet Ornament Tree Class at Olde Liberty, 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Cost is $30. Call (814) 518-5504 to RSVP.
December 21...The Bridge Writing Workshop, 11 a.m., Neverending Stories, all are welcome
December 21...Intro to Yoga Workshop hosted by Impel Pilates, 1:00 to 2:30 p.m.
December 21 & 22...Holiday Tour of Homes, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, Details on Page 11
December 24...Many downtown stores will be open for last minute Christmas shopping
December 25...MERRY CHRISTMAS! Wishing you a joyous holiday!
December 28...Beans N Babies at Bossa Nova Café, 10 a.m. to noon, songs and entertainment for little ones
December 28...Pour Painting Reverse Dip Technique Class at Olde Liberty, 4:30 to 7 p.m. Cost is $35. Call (814) 518-5504 to RSVP.
December 30...Bereavement Support Group, 2 p.m., Oil City Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center, presented by the VNA Hospice Program
December 31...HAPPY NEW YEAR! Check our calendar for listings of member New Year’s Eve events

