The
BUSINESS
Connection
February 2020

Small Business Business After Hours
1255 Liberty Street
Franklin, PA 16323
(814)432-5823
www.franklinareachamber.org
Jodi Lewis - Executive Director
Holly Gibbons - Office Assistant
Leigh Protivnak - Communications

Open
Monday-Thursday,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

In this issue:
Page 2 - New Members
Page 3 - Renewals, Why Franklin
Page 4 - Chamber News
Page 5 - Chamber News
Page 6 - Education
Page 7 - Member Showcase
Page 8 - Member News
Page 9 - Member News

Page 10 - Member Events
Page 11 - Member Events
Page 12 - Calendar

Shop local for all your
cards, treats, and sweets!

It’s no secret that one of the biggest benefits of Chamber membership is the
opportunity to network with your fellow members through our Business After
Hours program. One of our most popular mixers of the year will be held in March,
and we would love for your business to come aboard as a co-host.
The 5th annual Small Business Business After Hours will be held Thursday,
March 19, from 4:30 to 7 p.m. at Dawndi’s Restaurant, 136 Warren Road, Franklin.
We created the SBBAH to help those members who would like to host a mixer, but
just don’t have the space or the resources to accommodate such an event.
If you've ever considered hosting a mixer to help promote your organization,
this is your chance! The cost for you to beecome a co-host of our Small Business
BAH is only $50.00. The fee will help cover the appetizers and beverages, and you
will have available an 8ft table and table cover.
Want to participate? Just complete the enclosed registration form and return it
to the Chamber by March 10; we will have a table waiting for you. Members who
return the form by February 18 will be included in our advertising, and as a bonus,
will be entered into a drawing for a ONE YEAR FREE Chamber membership!
If you have any questions, call or email: 814-432-5823, or
jodi@franklinareachamber.org

Chamber News
Welcome, New Members
Coinco Inc.

322 Storage Station, LLC
322 Storage Station is a
family owned company with
brand new and modern storage rooms for rent. Modern
security systems help ensure that your assets are
safe with them. Visit their website for pricing and a
storage needs calculator.

Coinco Inc., located
in Cochranton, PA has
been providing quality
fabricated metal parts,
components and assemblies throughout North
America and Canada since 1960. Visit their website
to learn more!

Michael Irwin
6798 US Hwy 322, Franklin, PA
(814) 671-4716
mdkjirwin@gmail.com
www.322storagestation.com

Kim Lengling
23727 US Hwy 322, PO Box 248, Cochranton, PA
(814) 425-7407
klengling@coincoinc.com
www.coincoinc.com

Mabugu Flooring, LLC

CapozziGroup & Survival Mindset

Mabugu Flooring installs
flooring, custom ceramic showers, pools, back-splashes, and
more for both residential and
commercial customers. If you’re
looking to make a change, call Mabugu for a free
estimate.

Survival Mindset aims
to effectively communicate and provide average
citizens with an enhanced
awareness and a better
and faster response time in high pressure active
shooter scenarios.

Samuel Mabugu
841 Congress Hill Road, Franklin, PA
(814) 493-4148
Find them on Facebook!

Rick Capozzi
1211 Locke Mountain Road, Hollidaysburg, PA
(814) 317-6571
rick@survivalmindset.us
Survivalmindset.us

Business of the Year Nominations

February Referral Reward

We will hold our Annual Celebration on
Wednesday, April 22, at the Quality Inn & Conference Center in Franklin. We are accepting nominations for the 2020 Business of the Year Award. If
you know of a business that truly goes above and
beyond to enrich our community through charitable
contributions or staff volunteer time, a business that
makes this region a better place to live, let us know!

As an extra thank you for helping to spread the word
about the Chamber and what we do, we offer
rewards for businesses who refer new members to
us. If you refer a new member to the Chamber in
February, you will receive two free newsletter
display ads to use any two months you choose in
2020! Be sure they put your name on their

Watch for nomination forms in our March newsletter.
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Chamber News
Why Franklin?

Thank You, Renewing Members

Jeanette Kooser and her
son Parker relocated to Franklin from the Boston, MA area
in 2013.
“Ultimately, the goal was
to enroll my teenage son, who
was in 8th grade at the time,
into a school system that I
could place my confidence in,
all while simultaneously pursuing my dream to purchase and operate my first business,” she said.
With experience in the Beauty Industry and a
background in Tradeshow Production and Marketing, her hopes were to safely and happily pursue her
aspirations to acquire and advance a salon business,
while prioritizing the importance of Parker’s education and environment. “Franklin comfortably fit the
bill and welcomed us with open arms,” she said.
Jeanette said joining the Franklin Rotary Club
has proven to be a meaningful and important part
of our life in this great town. I am thankful that my
son was able to witness the power of like-minded
neighbors working together, in his very influential
years of life.
We continue to enjoy the multitude of events
that Franklin has to offer; musicals and plays at the
Barrow-Civic Theatre, watching parades and fireworks from our front window, festivals in all four
seasons, the scenic Allegheny River, the beautifully
preserved downtown area and the parks are just a
few things that come to mind when asked, “Why
Franklin?” Jeanette said her list had to be consolidated twice in order to fit it into a short testimonialthere are so many!
My coworkers and the clients of DC Salon in
addition to the caring neighbors have truly become
family to us.
“We are extremely blessed and grateful to have
chosen Franklin. Parker and I are proud to be part
of this special place...our Hometown, Franklin,
PA.”
Jeanette’s story and others are available online
at www.franklinareachamber.org.

We thank you all for your continued support of
the Franklin Area Chamber and our mission!
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Sehman Tire Service, Inc., 57 years
Klapec Trucking Co, 55 years
A. Crivelli Chevrolet & Subaru, 50 years
Venango Technology Center, 45 years
CS Technologies Plus, 37 years
Ligo Architects, Inc., 37 years
Franklin Bronze Precision Components, LLC,
36 years
Venango VNA, 36 years
Venango Museum of Art, 35 years
Franklin Area School District, 34 years
Pioneer Electric Supply, 32 years
Historic Franklin Preservation Assn, 24 years
Jim Ellis Photography, 22 years
Family Service and Children's Aid, 17 years
Youth Alternatives, 15 years
The Kirtland Cancer Foundation, 14 years
First United National Bank, 13 years
Gateway Lodge, 10 years
Farmers National Bank, 9 years
The Witherup House LLC, 9 years
Joe Klapec & Son Inc., 8 years
Caldwell Brand LLC, 8 years
1st Rate Realty, 7 years
Paoletta Counsling Services, 6 years
Michael J. Dill, State Farm, 6 years
Franklin Masonic Lodge, 5 years
Mary Peterson, 4 years
Gilmore Audiology, LLC, 4 years
Mix 96, 4 years
Heritage Properties Group, Ltd., 4 years
GNB Properties, LLC, 2 years
United Military Support Group, 2 years
Pure Hair Studio, 2 years
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Chamber News
4 Do’s and Don’ts of Social Media

New W-4 Forms In Effect

A revised W-4 was released by the IRS on December 5, 2019. The effective date for the newly
adopted form was January 1, 2020. The new form
reflects recent tax code changes and is anticipated
to provide more accuracy in helping employees
withhold the correct amount of taxes.
The Background: The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
(TCJA) that was adopted in 2018, made changes to
the tax rates, deductions, exemptions and tax credits.
A quick snapshot of the changes follows:






Any new hire as of January 1, 2020 must complete the new form. The new form can be
found at www.irs.gove/pub/irs-pdf/fw4.pdf
Current employees do not need to complete a
new form unless they wish to make changes to
their withholding.
There is a new online tool to assist employees in
understanding what may be the best selection
for tax withholding based on their household
income at
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/taxwithholding-estimator
~Pamela Watkins, Watkins HR Strategy

March Newsletter Deadline
Make sure you send us your events, news and photos to
Jodi@franklinareachamber.org by

Monday, February 17, 2020
to be included in our March newsletter.
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Most small businesses and organizations are unsure of how to use social media to connect with clients or supporters. Even if their leadership and staff
use social platforms personally, they probably don’t
know how to use it for professional pages. Here are
some basic Do’s and Don’ts to get you started.
DO:
 Have a plan before you start and create measurable goals
 Be a good social citizen, both personally and professionally, by being positive, kind and respectful
 Build a strong network and communicate regularly – consistency is key!
 Give great content that your network will share
DON'T:
 Build your network too fast – make sure your followers are engaged, and truly the right audience
 Use generic marketing techniques – make it authentic and personal
 Be pushy, people will not respond
 Forget to thank people – appreciating your followers will go a long way!
It’s important that you know what you want to
accomplish with your social media marketing and
how you’re going to meet those goals. And it’s equally
important that you connect with the right followers –
the ones that you can convert to customers and supporters. The best way to do that is to consistently
communicate, authentically represent your business or
organization, and show your followers that you appreciate them.
Want more tips on using social media to benefit
your business or organization? Visit more GBS blogs
on this topic at: https://gbswebservices.com/
category/social-media/. Also, watch for next month’s
article in the Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce
Newsletter.
~Holly L. Gibbons, Gibbons Business Solutions
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Chamber News
Robotics Competitions Set

Director’s Report

February is a frenzy at Franklin Area Junior Senior High School, especially when it comes to STEM
education!
On Thursday, February 20, the Chamber is excited to support these future leaders of our community
by sponsoring the first ever Franklin Area Chamber
of Commerce RAD Competition! Over 50 Franklin
students will battle it out for the ACE Award as they
compete in the drone racing and package delivery
challenges.
After a good night’s sleep, these young Knights
will be back at it again! The Franklin Area Junior/Senior High School gymnasium will host the PA
Rural Robotics League Championships on Friday,
February 21! Over 30 teams from across the region
will join seven Franklin teams to battle it out for spots
at the Western PA VEX State Finals in March. Teams
will showcase their programming and engineering skill
as they participate in the VEX Tower Takeover competition!
We can’t think of a better contest to be hosted at
the Castle!
Admission is free to both events and they
are open to the public. We hope to see you there!

How can it be? January, not just January, but
January 2020 is in the
books! Already there is so
much going on in the region.
January 6 saw the
swearing in of Row Officers, District Judge Andrew
Fish, and our three County Commissioners ... Albert “Chip” Abramovic, Sam Breene, and Mike
Dulaney. Many of the region's Councils and School
Boards swore in new officials as well. Wanango
Country Club hosted a luncheon with Congressman
G. T. Thompson who shared with members of the
community his "Vision 2020: Building on Success"
plans.
Have you met your elected officials? You should
really take a moment this year to make that happen.
They have been elected to represent you, but without
your input, their job is very difficult. Make an appointment, stop in and say hello, share with them
your thoughts about what is important to you. We
are fortunate in this County to have State Representative James and State Senator Hutchinson, both local
gentleman, being our voice in Harrisburg. It is not
every County who has a “hometown” representative,
and one day we may not be that County.
Thanks to each person whose chooses to serve;
your job is not always easy, and you are underappreciated.
Make sure you check out all of the “goings-on” in
our communities; there is so much! I hope to see you
out and about and be able to say “hello!”
Here's to February and "loving" what
we do and where we live!
~
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SBDC Training Scheduled

Preparing for an Armed Intruder

First Step Business Training
Saturday, February 1, 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Clarion University, Barnes Center, $20 per person. Sign
up online at clarion.edu/sbdc/training.

Do you know what to do when faced with an
armed intruder? Nationally recognized expert Rick
Capozzi and his team will prepare you, your staff or
volunteers for a day you hope never happens. Speakers include: Stephen Willeford, the Good Guy that
stopped the Sutherland Springs, TX church shooting;
Lt. Lou Lusk, 29-year military veteran who was on the
team to rescue Jessica Lynch from Iraq; and others.
The event will be held at the Franklin Quality Inn
Ballroom, Tuesday, February 11, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. for Breakfast and Networking. Franklin Area Chamber members get $10 off. Call
(814) 432-5823 to register or visit https://pfaaifranklinpa.eventbrite.com. For more information and
to purchase tickets, visit SurvivalMindset.us.

Getting Ready for Sales
Wednesday, February 19, 10 a.m. to noon, Clarion University, Suites on Main South 9, $20 per person. Sign up online at clarion.edu/sbdc/training.
Scaling Sales
Wednesday, February 19, 1 to 3 p.m., Clarion
University, Barnes Center, $20 per person. Sign up
online at clarion.edu/sbdc/training.
Safety, Labor & Environmental Regulations
Do you have questions pertaining to environmental, labor or safety regulations? This seminar will
allow you to hear directly from the specialists with
the U.S. OSHA, PA OSHA, Wage & Hour, and the
DEP. Learn how your business can stay in compliance and get answers to your questions.
Wednesday, March 4, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Franklin
Industrial and Commercial Development Authority.
$20 per person, lunch included.
Sign up online at clarion.edu/sbdc/training or
call (814) 393-2060.

Student Employment Event Set
Venango Technology Center is hosting a student
employment event Thursday, May 21, from 9:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m., at the Technology Center.
If your company would hire someone directly
out of high school, if you anticipate that you will
have open positions, and if you would like the opportunity to meet potential employees in one day,
register to be part of the event by April 15 at
http://bit.ly/2020SEE, email scampbell@vtc1.org,
or call (814) 677-3097 x1137.
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Member Showcase
Changing Times Telephone Service
In this age of constant growth in technology, it’s
nice to have a company offering everything you need
for business communication from local experts.
Changing Times offers all types of telecommunication products including Voice over IP (VoIP) –
premise based and hosted, Soft-phone and Mobile
App, Key Telephone Systems, & SIP trunking. Their
solutions include features such as auto attendant and
voicemail with specialized and unique call handling
capabilities. They also install communication network
cabling; CAT-6, CAT 5e, and Fiber Optic. Plus, overhead paging systems, voice announce units, and message on hold.
Some of the most popular features they offer are
multi-site interface – having two or more locations
functioning as one system, email and text notification
of voicemail messages, speech to text transcription of
voice messages, smartphone apps for your business
telephone extension allowing you to communicate
with customers from anywhere, unlimited calling, non
-blocking call sessions (no busy signals), and lifetime
warranties.
Changing Times even offers leasing on new phone
systems with plans that make the seemingly impossible possible for your business.
“Your communication is only as good as the infrastructure it's built on,” said owner Rod Adams.
Rod started out as an entry level technician at
Changing Times in 1994. He was elevated to General
Manager in 2003, and in 2010 he took the leap and
purchased the company and relocated it to Seneca. He
is looking forward to celebrating the 10th anniversary
of his purchasing the company this year.
Changing Times has recently gotten a bit of a
facelift with a new company logo. A new website is
under development and expected to be launched this
year.
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With Changing Times you don’t have to search
outside of the local area for the latest products and
services for business telecommunications. You don’t
have to call some large company and speak to a faceless sales rep who doesn’t know Franklin, PA from
Franklin, Tennessee and whose only objective is making a sale instead of providing a solution. The right
solution for your business is available right here at
home!
If your company is in need of an upgrade, call
Rod today to set up a consultation or visit
www.changingtimestelephone.com. You can also follow Changing Times on Facebook to follow specials
and announcements.

Providing Communication Solutions Since 1983
P.O. Box 338, Seneca, PA 16346
Phone (814) 678-2884
www.changingtimestelephone.com
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My hands keep going numb. Why?
Hand numbness is a common problem. Often
times, it means that you have a nerve problem. People
sometimes complain of numbness in their hands while
driving, while reading, after work, or even while they
sleep. Numbness in the hands can mean that you have
pressure on a nerve somewhere along its path. That
path starts at the neck and ends in the finger tips.
In many cases it is a treatable condition, however
you must correctly identify the source of the numbness
in order to provide the right treatment. Let’s say for
example you have a lamp that is not working properly
due to some electrical problem. The problem might be
coming from the wall socket, somewhere along the
cord, or maybe even in the lamp itself. If the problem
is coming from the wall socket, it would not make
sense to replace the lamp because it was not the true
source of the problem. Vice versa, if the problem is
coming from the lamp itself then replacing the cord
will not fix the problem.
The same is true for solving the problem of numbness in the hands. To provide the right treatment you
must find the correct source of the problem. To begin
with, a physical therapist can perform a number of
tests during an examination that will give insight as to
where the pinched nerve might be located. Within a
few minutes, a physical therapist can usually see if the
problem is coming from your neck, somewhere in your
arm, or if it may be in your hand/wrist. These are
good tests – however, there is test that will identify the
exact location of the pressure and will even identify the
severity of compression with nearly 90% accuracy.
That test is called an EMG/NCV. This stands for
electromyography and nerve conduction velocity. An
EMG/NCV test uses a probe to send an electrical impulse down a nerve and then measures its speed of
travel. This is like a police radar gun that clocks the
speed of a moving vehicle. Then another probe is used
to assess what happens to that electrical impulse once
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it reaches a muscle. This
portion of the test can
show if the compressed
nerve problem is new/
mild or if it is chronic /
severe. With this information your doctor can provide
much more specific recommendation for treatment.
The EMG/NCV test can only be performed and
interpreted by a trained specialist. At West Park Rehab
Physical Therapy, we have trained with a nationally
recognized residency program for EMG/NCV testing.
In addition to focused treatment of the spine and
nerve related problems for over 12 years at West Park
Rehab, Jessica Collins, DPT is now performing EMG/
NCV testing at our Franklin office on Pone Lane.
Often, these tests can be scheduled within one week
with a report sent back to your doctor in just days.
Correctly diagnosing where the numbness in your
hands is coming from is important. Knowing the severity of the problem will help in deciding how to best
treat it. A mild problem can often be easily fixed with
specific stretches and physical therapy treatments.
More severe problems may require a consultation with
another health care specialist. But either way, knowing
where the problem is truly coming from will help
speed your recovery. If you have numbness, tingling,
or weakness in your hands, ask your doctor if an
EMG/NVC test could help you and then call West
Park Rehab at 437-6191 so schedule with Jessica Collins, DPT.
To learn more about diagnostic testing at West
Park visit us at www.westparkdiagnostics.com.
If you have a question that you would like the professional staff at West Park Rehab to review and answer please send it to wprponelane@gmail.com.
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~ Eddie St. Clair, West Park Rehab
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Member Events
Bill Halts Polk Closure for Two Years

S Threads Relocates to Liberty Street

State Rep. Lee James and State Sen. Scott
Hutchinson announced that legislation passed the
PA State House and Senate in January to prevent the
closure of any state centers until at least five years
from the bill’s passage, but not before a sensible plan
for closure is created.
The bill would require a task force to perform a
comprehensive evaluation of the state centers and
provide recommendations to the Department of Human Services prior to the closure of any state center.
A majority of the task force must approve the plan,
and five years must pass after the bill is signed into law.
The James amendment eliminates the requirement that every Pennsylvanian who is Medicaid
waiver-eligible is moved off the waiting list and into
community-based services prior to the closure of any
state center.
Thousands of people shared their opposition to
the abrupt closure the governor mandated last August. Because of their support, we are one step closer
to protecting these vulnerable members of our community.
If you have not had the opportunity to sign the
petition to keep Polk Center open and would like to,
you can do so at www.repjames.com.

S Threads Boutique
and Bindas Lane Alpacas &
Gifts have a new location
and more to offer than ever!
The store moved from
Elk Street to the old Celtic
Cafe at 1213 Liberty Street in Franklin. They carry
boutique clothing & accessories, Alpaca items, handmade candles & soaps, handmade crafts & gifts including wreaths, greeting cards, primitive decor,
wearable crochet items, stuffed rice packs & animals,
microwave bowl holders, handmade jewelry, purses,
Melissa & Doug items, Plus Plus toys and more!
Fact: 90% of clothing is thrown out before the
end of its useful life.
Owner/Fashion Designer Shannon Curtis gives
gently used thrift store and donated finds a new life
by creating one-of-a-kind clothing using recycled
materials.
“I have a strong passion for sewing. Repurposing
gives me a chance to sew worn pieces into new,
unique styles that inspire happiness while being environmentally responsible,” she said.
Shannon started out by taking custom orders
from friends and co-workers, then grew from a
space at Liberty Galleria, and then her first public
event at the 2017 Applefest. Since then, she’s set up
at several other juried festivals, and gift shops. Check
out her amazing designs in person, or shop online at
www.SThreads.Boutique
The shop size allows for the opportunity to offer
your handcrafted or unique finds for sale at the shop
as well! Spaces start at only $25/month. Contact
Shannon or Diane today to find out more by emailing shannoncurtis342@gmail.com or calling (814)
204-2088, or on Facebook.com/SThreadsBoutique.
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Franklin On Ice Weekend

Happy Valentine’s Day!

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Warm Up with Hot Indoor Sales
with discounts up to 75% off at downtown stores
5 to 7 p.m., Nature Art Showcase Reception, BarrowCivic Theatre
7-10 p.m., Snowflake Ball, DeBence Antique Music
World, Call (814) 432-8350 for tickets.
7:30-10:30 p.m., Live Music, R Bandana Winery
9 p.m. to Midnight, Karaoke, Liberty Street Ale
House
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Ice Carving, Fountain Park
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Concessions, Barrow-Civic Theatre
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Indoor
Sales, Downtown Stores
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., free hot
cocoa, kids scavenger hunt,
crafts, Olde Liberty
10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Nature Art Showcase, Barrow-Civic
Theatre Lobby
10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., $5 Tours, DeBence Antique Music World
11 a.m. & 1 p.m., Magic Show, DeBence Antique Music World
11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Chili Cook-Off, Franklin
Chamber of Commerce
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Lovin’ the Library Kids Events,
Franklin Public Library
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Kids Winter Craft, Boutique Malo
3 to 4 p.m., Speed Carving Competition, Fountain
Park
7:30 p.m., Celebration of Talent Competition, Barrow-Civic Theatre
7:30 p.m., Live Music, R Bandana Winery
9 p.m., Live Music, FoxTales Pub
Be sure to see the sculptures illuminated after dark while they
last!

VALENTINE’S DANCE FUNDRAISER
Youth Alternatives will hold its annual Valentine’s Dance Saturday, February 8, at the Oil City
VFW. Doors open at 7 p.m., band plays at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $10 and are being sold at both Youth Alternatives locations, Oil City VFW, and Venango
Area Chamber Of Commerce. Call (814) 676-5785
for more information. MUST be 21 to attend.
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VALENTINE PACKAGE
Gateway Lodge is offering a Valentine getaway
package from February 7-9. Packages include a fireside Jacuzzi suite, breakfast each morning, and a fivecourse meal and entertainment.
www.gatewaylodge.com.
VALENTINE’S DINNER AND DANCE
Deer Creek Winery will host a Valentine's Day
Dinner and Dance from 7 to 9 p.m. on Friday February 14, and Saturday, February 15. Call (814) 3547392 to make your reservations for either day.
KIDS YOGA NIGHT/PARENT NIGHT OUT
Impel Pilates Studio will host a special Kids Yoga Night so parents can have a relaxing Valentine’s
Dinner from 5 to 8 p.m. Saturday, February 15. Kids
age 5 to 9 can come in their PJs for a pajama party,
yoga, games, a take home craft, snacks, and fun! Register your child today at www.impelpilates.com.

SHOP AND DINE LOCAL!
Check our membership directory at
www.franklinareachamber.org and support your local shops and restaurants this Valentine’s Day!
If your business has special
offers for Valentine’s Day, please
send the details to
jodi!@franklinareachamber.org by February 7, to be
included in our special holiday email blast.
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7th Annual Big Basket Bingo

AARP Tax Assistance Program
The First Baptist Church in Franklin will be
hosting an AARP Tax assistance program from 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. every Thursday and Friday through
April 9th. You may contact the church office at
(814) 432-8061 for any questions.
Bring all of your 2019 information and 2018
returns as well as any information about your health
insurance purchased through the market place.

United Way of Venango County would like to
invite everyone to their 7th Annual Big Basket Bingo
on February 22, at the Rocky Grove Fire Hall. Big
Basket Bingo is bingo with a twist! Each ticket includes 15 games, with basket prizes valued at a minimum of $100! At the event there will be 5 additional
Special Games to purchase, with prizes valued at
$250 or more! Also available will be Rip-offs,
50/50s, Raffles, Lottery Trees, and food for sale.
Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at the door
(until sold out), and are available at the Franklin Area
Chamber, Venango Area Chamber, and the United
Way of Venango County office.
Come join us for a fun family event will supporting your community! For more information please
visit www.unitedwayofvenangocounty.org.

Mark Your Calendars!
March is just around the corner and there are
lots of great events coming up! Mark your calendars!
March 6, Barrow & Belles Lettres Dinner Theatre
March 13, 14, 20, 21, 22, Anne of Green Gables
March 20, Franklin YMCA’s Adult Prom
March 25, United Way Annual Celebration
March 28, 4th Annual Fairy Princess Ball
March 28, Fly Fishing Film Tour
March 28, Master Gardeners Garden Collage
Find details at www.franklinareachamber.org.

Cheers! at Bella Cucina
CHEERS! Is back at Bella Cucina!
10% of meal proceeds will be donated to
a different local non-profit on these
dates:
February 4, Venango County Historical Society
February 11, DeBence Antique Music World
February 18, Franklin Fine Arts Council
February 25, Mardis Gras Fat Tuesday,
Oil Region Library Association
Watch for March dates in next month’s newsletter!
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Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce
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Calendar of Events
February 1...Basket Tray Class, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Olde Liberty, $39 per person, call (814) 518-5504
February 1...New Rhythm: A Theological Discussion, 11 a.m. to noon, Bossa Nova Café
February 1…$5 bag sale on all used books, Neverending Stories, the Underground Bookstore
February 1...Valentine’s Day Sign Class led by Olde Liberty, 4 to 6 p.m., $25 per person, at Grumpy Goat Distillery, RSVP to (814) 518-5504
February 1...Elvis Tribute Dinner, 6 to 8 p.m., Deer Creek Winery, Call (814) 354-7392 to make your reservations
February 1...Liberty Cabaret: One Hit Wonders, 7:30 p.m., Barrow-Civic Theatre, www.barrowtheatre.com
February 3...Six week free smoking cessation class at UPMC, call (814) 677-1463 to register
February 4, 11, 18, & 25...CHEERS! At Bella Cucina, 10% of meal proceeds will benefit local non-profits
February 6...Galentine’s Day Bingo, 6 p.m., Deer Creek Winery, Call (814) 354-7392 to make your reservations
February 7...AARP Tax Return Assistance, every Thursday and Friday through April 9, First Baptist Church, call (814) 432-8061 for details
February 7...DeBence Antique Music World Snowflake Ball, 7 p.m., $20 per person, $35 per couple, call (814) 432-8350 for tickets
February 7-9...Gateway Lodge Valentine’s Package, www.gatewaylodge.com
February 8...Franklin On Ice, hosted by the City of Franklin! Details on Page 10. Find the full schedule at www.franklinpa.gov
February 8...Youth Alternatives Annual Fundraiser Valentine’s Day Dance, 7 p.m., Oil City VFW, call (814) 676-5785 for details
February 8...Celebration of Talent, 7:30 p.m., Barrow-Civic Theatre
February 10...Pickin’ on the Porch open music jam, 6 p.m., Porch Music Store
February 11...Preparing for an Armed Intruder training, details on Page 6.
February 13...Winter Bunco tournament, Franklin Public Library, $15 includes lunch and games, call (814) 432-5062 to register in advance
February 14...Gibbons Business Solutions presents a Social Media Workshop, 8 a.m., Franklin Area Chamber, RSVP (814) 432-5823
February 14...Youth Theatre Production of Alladin, Barrow-Civic Theatre, www.barrowtheatre.com.
February 14 & 15...Valentine's Day Dinner and Dance at Deer Creek Winery, 7 to 9 p.m. Call (814) 354-7392 to make your reservations.
February 15...Pallet Block Snowman Class, 4:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, $25 per person, register to (814) 518-5504
February 15...The Bridge Writing Workshop, 11 a.m., Neverneding Stories, the Underground Bookstore
February 18...CareerLink stress management workshop, 2:30 p.m., Franklin Public Library
February 18...Brushes and Brews painting class, 6 p.m., TrAils to Ales Brewery, tickets can be purchased in person or by calling (814) 346-0147
February 18...Books with Buddies, 5 p.m., kids read to shelter pets, Venango County Humane Society, presented by United Way of Venango County
February 19...C93 Karaoke Contest, 7 p.m., Liberty Street Ale House
February 20...Franklin Area Chamber RAD Competition, FHS gymnasium
February 20-22...Charitable Deeds garage sale, 260 High Point Road, Knox, call (814) 797-0286 for details
February 21 & 22...Oil Region Ballet will perform Little Red Riding Hood, Barrow-Civic Theatre, tickets www.barrowtheatre.com
February 22...Family Services & CAS Spring Painting Class, $30 per person. Registration must be made by Feb. 7 to (814) 432-3466 ext. 110
February 22...Adult and Pediatric First Aid and CPR training at Franklin YMCA, call (814) 432-2138 for details
February 22...Big Basket Bingo to benefit United Way of Venango County, Details on Page 11, www.unitedwayofvenangocounty.org
February 22...Pour Painting-String Pull Technique class, 4:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, $35 per person, register to (814) 518-5504
February 23...9-Pin No Tap Bowling Tournament, 10:30 a.m. start, Seneca Lanes, (814) 676-4618
February 27-29...The Baltimore Waltz live on stage at Barrow-Civic Theatre, www.barrowtheatre.com.
February 29...Basic Water Rescue class, Franklin YMCA, call (814) 432-2138 for details and registration
February 29...Beans N’ Babies song and story time for kids, 10 a.m. to noon, Bossa Nova Café
February 29...Learn to Chalk Paint Furniture Class, 4:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, $59 per peron, (814) 518-5504
ONGOING EVENTS
Sunday: Live music, Deer Creek Winery, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Monday: Live music, Bossa Nova Café, 10 a.m. to noon; Mind Gears and Beers trivia,
TrAils to Ales Brewery, 7 p.m.; Quarter Mania at Seneca Lanes Tuesday: Live music, Bossa Nova Café, 10 a.m. to noon; Movie night at R Bandana
Winery, 7 p.m. Wednesday: 1/2 price smoothies at Edible Arrangements; Live music at Bossa Nova Café, 10 a.m. to noon; Open Mic at R Bandana
Winery, presented by West Park Guitar & Music Thursday: Live music at Deer Creek Winery, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.; Rockstar Karaoke at R Bandana
Winery, 7 p.m. Friday: Game night, 3:30 to 9 p.m., Neverending Stories; Live music, Deer Creek Winery, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.; Live music, R Bandana
Winery, 7:30 p.m.; Cosmic Bowling, Buffalo Street Lanes, 9 and 11 p.m.; Kids Yoga at Impel Pilates starting, www.impelpilates.com Saturday: Live
music, 9 p.m. to midnight, Foxtales Pub; Live music, Deer Creek Winery, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.; Cosmic Bowling, Buffalo Street Lanes, 7, 9 and 11 p.m.;
Live music, R Bandana Winery, 7:30 p.m.

