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Happy New Year!
Our office will be closed
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2018 has been an incredible year for
the Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce. It’s been an exciting time to be in
the region with so many new businesses,
events, and opportunities to get involved,
and we truly feel privileged to be part of
the community.
Over the past year we have made
great use of the space in our new office at
1255 Liberty Street in the heart of downtown Franklin. We’ve expanded Visitors
Center hours, opened the conference
room as well as the spacious front of our
building for use by our members, and were
able to connect more visitors and service seekers than ever before.
We welcomed numerous new businesses to the area and were honored to be
involved in that process through ribbon cutting ceremonies, Business After
Hours, and helping to spread the word about all the services available right here
at home. Word continues to spread about what a wonderful place this is to live,
work, and play, and our membership is at an all-time high thanks to word of
mouth advertising.
Together, the Board and staff have completed the goals outlined in our 2016
Strategic Plan. In the coming year we will work with our board of directors, and
will be reaching out to you, to formulate a new strategic plan to determine how
best to meet the needs of our community and what role the Chamber will play in
future developments.
Though we can’t reveal all the details now, we will be announcing an exciting
new partnership that will consolidate some existing services and save members
money on marketing and promotions. Also on our agenda is a slate of new business services the Chamber has never offered before to help local organizations
that are struggling. We can’t wait to tell you all about it in 2019, so stick with us!
As always, in the year ahead, we encourage you to reach out to us. We are
here to serve our members and our mission to promote progress and prosperity
throughout the region. If we can’t help you, we bet we know someone who can!
We know there are challenges ahead for our region, but we feel confident that
when we all work together, we can face the challenges ahead and come out on
top!

Chamber News
Welcome, New Members
Frontline Construction LLC
Licensed and insured renovation
specialists at Frontline Construction are
available to help you plan, design and
flawlessly complete your home improvement projects within a time frame
and budget that suits your needs. From plumbing
and flooring, and everything in between.
Levi Shetler
(724) 290-7207
5678 St. Rt. 308, Kennerdell, PA 16374
Email: levi@frontlinewpa.com

Mo’s Catering

North Star Behavioral Health
North Star Behavioral Health
offers a variety of services including
wraparound services for children,
autism help for children and adults,
behavioral support, psychological evaluations, individual outpatient therapy, parent support seminars
and more.
Jay McLeod
(814) 676-1016
248 Seneca Street, Oil City, PA 16301
Email: jay@northstarbehavioralhealth.com
www.northstarbehavioralhealth.com

GNB Properties - Correction

Mo’s Catering can provide home
style cooking for any occasion, including entrees, appetizers, cakes
and cookies. They make their own
special family recipe sauces for that
something extra special!
Rich Mulholland
(814) 758-1318
Email: richard.mulholland68@yahoo.com
Find them on Facebook

Family owned and operated by
Garrett and Nikki Brewster, Terrace
Garden Apartments is a great place to
call home. They offer quality, affordable living for all ages. If you’re looking for a new place to call home, give
GNB a call to schedule a tour.

January Referral Reward

Garrett Brewster
(724) 421-9675
302 15th Street, Franklin, PA 16323

Celebrating 18 Years of Business

As an extra thank you for helping to spread the word
about the Chamber and what we do, we offer rewards
for businesses who refer new members to us. If you
refer a new member to the Chamber in January, you
will receive two free newsletter display ads to use
any two months you choose in 2019! Be sure they put
your name on their application!
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Chamber News
Business After Hours
Thank you to Cross Creek Resort for hosting
another fabulous Christmas mixer and giving us the
opportunity to mingle with members from Meadville, Titusville and Venango chambers. We also
want to thank our partners at 1255 Liberty Street,
Myers Custom Woodworks and One of a Kind Design for co-hosting our Chamber Christmas Party.
Mark your calendars for our upcoming mixers
January 24, Overhead Door Company, 5 to 7
p.m.
 February 7, Benvenutti’s Pizza Factory at
D’Casa Bed and Breakfast, 5 to 7 p.m.


RSVP for mixers by calling (814) 432-5823 or by
emailing mike@franklinareachamber.org

Thank You, Renewing Members!
Stifel, 58 years
Elks, BPOE, Franklin Lodge No. 110, 57 years
Gardinier Funeral Home, Inc., 57 years
Franklin Animal Clinic, Inc., 50 years
UPMC Northwest, 49 years
ABC Management - Oak Hill Apartments, 43 years
Arnett, Carbis, Toothman LLP, 38 years
Kiwanis Club of Franklin, 38 years
The Medicine Shoppe, 38 years
YMCA of Franklin, 37 years
Cranberry Mall, 35 years
Northwest Hospital Foundation, 35 years
Franklin Area School District, 33 years
Franklin Ind. & Comm. Dev. Auth., 31 years
Hartle Dental, LLC, 31 years
I A Construction Corporation, 31 years
Quality Inn & Conference Center, 31 years
White, H. William., Senior Judge, 31 years
Community Services of Venango Co, Inc., 28 years
Edward Jones, 28 years
Franklin Insurance Agency Inc. & Notary, 27 years
Reck Construction, Inc., 25 years
Victorian City Art & Frame, 25 years
Williams Insurance & Travel, 25 years
Barr's Insurance, 23 years
Fisher & Father, 23 years
Franklin Preservation, 23 years
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Frenchcreek Production, Inc, 23 years
McCoy Equipment Sales, 23 years
First United Methodist Church, 22 years
Franklin Pediatric Assoc., 22 years
Jim Ellis Photography, 21 years
Venango County Fair, Inc., 21 years
Atlantic Avenue United Brethren Church, 20 years
Franklin Gardeners Association, 19 years
City of Franklin, 15 years
FoxTales, 14 years
Venango Catholic High School, 12 years
Vantage, 10 years
YWCA of Oil City, 10 years
Andrews Contracting, 7 years
Blair's Key Locksmith, 7 years
Bridge Builders Community Foundations, 6 years
Fisher & Father Auto Parts, Inc. (NAPA), 6 years
Linda Lou's, LLC, 6 years
Mo's Catering, 6 years
Schiffer's Custom Cabinetry, 6 years
CCS Renovations, Inc., 5 years
Hill, Barth & King, LLC, 5 years
Edward Jones, 2 years
Chris Baxter, 1 year
Presbyterian SeniorCare Network, 1 years
Steel Valley Authority, 1 years
Joseph J. Liotta III, Attorney-at-Law, 1 years
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Chamber News
Director’s Report

Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies

Here we go ... 2019
has arrived in all of her
glory! And, whether it
was with a ( . ), an ( ! ), a
( ? ), or a ( ; ), 2018 has
ended. If you are anything like me, I used all
of those punctuation
marks for various chapters in My Story - 2018 some I smiled and
closed; some I cried and
ended as quick as possible; others are incomplete
and will be part of 2019.
Thank you each for being such an important
part of the Chamber's past year. One thing I know
for certain is that we could not have done it without
you. We have worked together with so many of you
and are very excited for the things that have made
2018 great. The Chamber team - myself, the staff,
and our Board of Directors - appreciate each one of
you so much.
While this past year was a great year, I believe
that 2019 is going to be even greater. I am looking
forward to the outcome of our strategic planning
sessions here. I will be keeping you posted as we
maneuver through those meetings, and I will be
sharing the final outcome in a booklet similar to the
2016 Strategic Plan we completed. I also know that
many of you have great things planned for 2019 things that will improve your businesses, expand
your businesses, and make this region even better. I
am looking forward to sharing what you are each
doing with our members.
Cheers to each one of you as we embark on another year of working together to make the places
we work, live, and play better for everyone!
~
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Congratulations to the following businesses that
held grand opening celebrations in December.
Razzle Designs and Downtown Wildflowers is a
brand new retail store on 13th Street in downtown
Franklin.
Daffin’s Candies has been part of the Liberty
Street landscape for years, but they held a grand reopening in December to celebrate their new status as
a Hallmark Gold Crown Store.

Advertise With Us in 2019
The Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce has
numerous low-cost advertising opportunities available
exclusively to our members. If you’re trying to reach a
new audience, we can help!
 Newsletter Display and Insert Ads
 Event sponsorship, including Applefest and our
Annual Celebration
 Website Ads at franklinareachamber.org
 Membership Directory
 Digital Window Calendar on Liberty Street
Advertising is a great way to stretch your advertising budget and supports our mission to continue to
promote our members and the region at large within
our community and beyond. It’s a win-win!
Call our office to request a Marketing Opportunities packet or discuss your options with our staff,
(814) 432-5823
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Chamber News
Educational Opportunities

Get Social With Us This Year

Last year, we started a Social Media program
with Gibbons Business Solutions and the response
has been overwhelming. We have met with so many
members looking to increase their brand awareness,
and we will continue to host the program throughout the coming year.
The monthly meetings are facilitated by Holly
Gibbons. During each session we share ideas, discuss social marketing concerns, get technical help,
and get advice on how to improve your posts and
engage more with your customers.
There is no cost for the program and no obligation to attend every session. Just come when you
can and enjoy a relaxed environment and learn how
to use social media to promote your brand.
So if you aren’t getting the results you want out
of your social media pages, join us and see how you
can up your social game in 2019.
The first session for the year will be held
Friday, January 11, at 8 a.m. at the Franklin Area
Chamber office. They will continue on the second
Friday of every month (unless we announce otherwise).
Sign up or learn more by calling our office at
(814) 432-5823.

February Newsletter Deadline
Make sure you send us your events, news and
photos to Jodi@franklinareachamber.org by

Monday, January 21, 2019
to be included in our February newsletter.
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Core Tool: Statistical Process Control
Want to learn how SPC can be part of your quality management system?
This hands-on class will teach you:
 How SPC charts integrate into an overall quality management system
 How to select and use the proper control chart
 How to establish control limits
 Establish rules for out of control occurrences
 Demonstrate how to gather data, construct a
control chart, and continue monitoring a process
Ideal for Quality Engineers, Quality Assurance
Managers, Manufacturing Engineers. Instructor: Max
Krug, Eminence Consulting.
You may be eligible to receive grant funding
from WEDnet to cover the cost of this course. To
check your eligibility, visit www.wednetpa.com.
The class will be hosted January 31, by the
Workforce and Economic Development Network
out of Harrisburg. Please register by Friday, January
25, 2019. Email mreichard@nwirc.org for additional
information or questions.
First Step: Starting a Small Business Seminar
This monthly seminar provides an in depth look
at the steps to start a business. Topics include business registrations, licenses, business structures, taxation, research tools, what to expect in financing your
business and how the Clarion University SBDC services can help you start and grow your business.
Saturday, January 5, 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Clarion
University SBDC Barnes Center, $20 per person.
Register online at https://pasbdc.ecenterdirect.com/
events/25437.
LaunchLINK: Getting Ready for Equity
This video conference seminar will give you
some straight answers and help you prepare for equity investment and find out if it’s right for your
company. The Speaker will be Jill Edwards, Executive Director of Ben Franklin Venture Investment
Forum.
January 23, 8 a.m. Register and find the nearest
location to you by calling Jeanne Best (814) 393-
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Member News
Stockings for Soldiers Success
Huff-Guthrie Funeral
Home & Cremation Services Inc. has had an
overwhelming response
to their Stockings for Soldiers program this year.
More than 1,000 stockings were filled with necessities and entertainment items for soldiers
serving overseas.
Members of the community were encouraged to donate goods for soldiers by stuffing the stockings and returning them to
the funeral home. These stockings will go a long
way toward making holidays a little brighter for soldiers who will use these much needed items and
shows they are not forgotten here at home.

Daffodil Days Are Back

The American Cancer Society Relay for Life
teams of Venango County are again selling daffodils.
Judy Stevenson (814-827-2179) and Gayle Oxenham
(814-673-6916) of the Helping Hands relay team are
coordinating sales for the 2019 Daffodil Days in Venango County. Proceeds will benefit the buyer’s
choice of Relay for Life team.
As in previous years, bunches of ten-cut daffodils are from the state of Washington and the potted
mini daffodils are grown in New Jersey. Daffodil
shaped lollipops of milk and white chocolate will
also be sold.
Orders and money are due by February 5 with
delivery planned for the week of March 17. Please
call for more information. Help welcome spring with
daffodils.
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Fly Fishing Film Festival
Wildwood Outfitters is excited to bring
the 2019 Fly Fishing
Film Tour to Franklin,
Pennsylvania! Seasoned
fly fishers, and those
who have never even
heard of fly fishing, will
be sure to enjoy this collection of short
films featuring fish and
the beautiful places they
call home.
The show will be held at the Barrow-Civic
Theatre on Thursday, January 31, at 7 p.m., with
doors opening at 6 p.m.. A Chinese auction, national sweepstakes, merchandise, and more will all
be available, so get there early!
Tickets are $12 in advance and $15 (cash only)
at the door. Tickets are available online at
https://flyfilmtour.myeventscenter.com/event/Fra
nklin-Pa-31540 and also available locally at the
Franklin Chamber of Commerce. For more information contact Wildwood Outfitters at wildwood16317@gmail.com or (724) 433-2315.

R Bandana Winery Continues to Grow
R Bandana Winery has opened a third retail location! In addition to the main winery in Clarion and a
the downtown Franklin location, the winery has
opened a third store in the Waterfront area of Pittsburgh.
The winery at 1275 Liberty Street in Franklin has
the following special events planned for January:
Taco Tuesday every Tuesday evening at 4 p.m.;
Wednesdays are always Ladie's Night with $5 sangria
specials and $1 off all bottles for the girls; Thursdays
are open mic night from 6 to 9 p.m.; and, as always,
they’ll continue to bring you live entertainment every
Friday and Saturday from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.
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Member Events
Mark Your Calendars for Franklin On Ice

Celebration of Talent Entries Open
The Barrow-Civic Theatre and Franklin Rotary
Club invite you to share your talent for a chance
to win $500 – whether it’s singing, dancing, playing
an instrument, martial arts, magic, or
other! Individual and group acts of all ages are welcome.
The competition will take place at the BarrowCivic Theatre on Saturday, February 9, at 7:30 p.m.
The deadline to enter the contest is January 2!
Learn more at www.barrowtheatre.com.
First place wins $500 cash, 2nd place wins $300
cash, and 3rd, 4th, and 5th places win $100 Franklin

Liberty Rocks the Cabaret
Off-Barrow’s “Liberty
Rocks the Cabaret” is a latenight live variety show, written
and directed by local talent, featuring more than 17 cast members and a full live band who
bring you a foot-stomping,
hard-rocking night of comedy and music.
Performance dates are January 25 & 26, and February 1, 2 & 3. For show times and tickets, visit
www.barrowtheatre.com.
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Franklin’s frostiest festival will take place on
February 9, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Fountain
Park. Professional carvers will transform lifeless
blocks of ice into beautiful statues that can be enjoyed for as long as they last! The statues will be
illuminated at night until they melt away.
Franklin On Ice is a perfect time to shop local
at downtown stores and enjoy our fabulous restaurants!
A full schedule of events is available online at
www.franklinpa.gov.

Join the Cookie Tour 2019
For many of our members, March is the slowest
time of year. It’s ‘cold, often snowy, and people are
staying inside praying for spring. We are putting together a Cookie Tour to help encourage people to get
out and explore area businesses.
The tour will take place March 10, and is open to
any type of business that wants to participate. We are
looking for 12-24 businesses to come on board as
cookie stops to provide a cookie to tour participants.
We encourage the cookie stops to offer some special
deal to entice tour participants to spend a little money
when they stop by. A registration form in included in
the inserts that you can fill out and return to our office if you wish to participate.
Tickets to take the tour will be capped at 200 and
will go on sale at the Chamber office on March 1,
2019. For more details, call (814) 432-5823.
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Serving our members since 1913
The enclosed inserts and display ads are
provided as a service to our members for
information purposes only and should not be
considered an endorsement of the
Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce
or the Board of Directors.

Calendar of Events
January 1...HAPPY NEW YEAR! Chamber office closed
January 5…$5 Bag Sale at Neverending Stories the Underground Bookstore
January 5…Fluid Painting Class at Olde Liberty, 4:30 to 7:30, $35. Call (814) 518-5504 to register.
January 11...Social Media Roundtable presented by Gibbons Business Solutions, 8 a.m., Franklin Area Chamber office, call (814) 432-5823 to register
January 11...Youth Open Mic Night, 7 p.m., Barrow Little Theatre, $2 cover
January 11…3 Wooden Owls Class at Olde Liberty and the Galleria, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Cost is $25. Call (814) 518-5504 to register.
January 12…Set of 4 Chalk Painted Kitchen Signs Class at Olde Liberty and The Galleria, 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. $30, RSVP by calling (814) 518-5504.
January 12...A Divine Intervention fundraiser for Franklin Preservation, 5 to 9 p.m., details on Page 7
January 14...Fundraiser for Precious Paws, 4 to 8 p.m., Fox’s Pizza Den, 20% of dine-in meal proceeds will be donated
January 14...Pickin’ on the Porch open music jam, 6 to 7:30 p.m., Porch Music Store
January 16...Sip N Paint, 6:30 p.m., Dawndi’s Restaurant, call (724) 988-8662 to register
January 19...Ultimate Aldean Jason Aldean tribute performance, 7:30 p.m., Barrow-Civic Theatre, www.barrowtheatre.com
January 19…Wine and Design Penguin Painting at Olde Liberty and The Galleria, 4:30 to 7:30 p.m., $30. Call (814) 518-5504 to RSVP.
January 20...Mini Music Series Program, 1:30 p.m., DeBence Antique Music World
January 20...2nd Annual Chili Cook Off, 1 to 5 p.m., Deer Creek Winery, www.deercreekwine.com
January 24...Business After Hours Mixer, 5 to 7 p.m., Overhead Door Company of Franklin, call (814) 432-5823 to register
January 25, 26, February 1, & 2...Liberty Rocks the Cabaret live variety show, 7:30 p.m., Barrow-Civic Theatre, www.barrowtheatre.com
January 25…3 Tier Farmhouse Tray at Olde Liberty and The Galleria, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., $28. Call (814) 518-5504 to register.
January 26…Chalk Paint Furniture Class at Olde Liberty and The Galleria, 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. $50. Call (814) 518-5504 to RSVP.
January 26...Learn to ski day, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Two Mile Run County Park, call (814) 676-6116 to register in advance
January 26...Beans ‘n Babies nursery rhyme and music time for kids, 10 a.m. to noon, Bossa Nova Café
January 26...Winterfest presented by the Venango Fatherhood Initiative, 11 a.m., Two Mile Run County Park, snowman building, races, snacks
January 26...Hazardous & Electronics Waste Collection, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Cranberry Mall, must register by calling 1-866-815-0016 or at ecsr.net
January 31...The Fly Fishing Film Tour, 6 p.m., Barrow-Civic Theatre, presented by Wildwood Outfitters, details on Page 6
February 7...Business After Hours Mixer hosted by Benvenutti’s Pizza Factory, 5 to 7 p.m., at D’Casa Bed & Breakfast, RVP (814) 432-5823
Ongoing Events
Mondays: Live music at Bossa Nova Café, 10 a.m. to noon.; Trivia Contest to benefit Venango Museum, 6 to 8 p.m., TrAils to Ales Brewery; Line
Dance Lessons, 7 to 9 p.m., at Hand in Hand Christian Counseling Center.
Tuesdays: Live Music at Bossa Nova Café, 10 a.m. to noon
Wednesdays: Live Music at Bossa Nova Café, 10 a.m. to noon; Happy Hour Casting, fly fishing casting lessons with Wildwood Outfitters at TrAils
to Ales Brewery, 5 p.m.
Thursdays: Live Music at Bossa Nova Café, 10 a.m. to noon.
Fridays: Game Night at Neverending Stories, the Underground Bookstore, 6 to 9 p.m.; Cosmic Bowling at Buffalo Street Lanes, 9 to 11 p.m., 11
p.m. to 1 a.m. (814) 432-4310; live music at R Bandana Winery, 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: Cosmic Bowling at Buffalo Street Lanes, 7 to 9 p.m., 9 to 11 p.m., 11 p.m. to 1 a.m. (814) 432-4310; live music at R Bandana Winery, 7:30
p.m.; live music at Foxtales Pub, 9 p.m.

