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Sunday, June 21, 2020
Get Social With Us!

These past few months have felt like an eternity and have taken a toll we haven’t even realized yet from our businesses and local families. This experience,
though far from over, has already awakened
us to things we can and must do better as
we move forward. Every one of us needs to
make sure locally owned businesses are the
FIRST ones we check when we need products and services.
Our local stores and restaurants, owned
by your friends and neighbors, need your support!
They make our community unique and vibrant, and
raise our quality of life. We had a small taste of life
without them, and we hope to never go back again!
How do we keep our small business in business? SHOP LOCAL! They
have been hit hard by the shut down and opening at partial capacity is going to
continue to stress their budgets. Our member businesses represent just about every sector of the economy, so if there’s something you need that you wish you
could get locally, check out the business listings on our website,
www.franklinareachamber.org, or call our office and we’ll help you find it!
Another thing the COVID-19 crisis has reminded us is that the most essential
businesses of all are our local food producers. We literally can’t live without farmers! Fair weather is ahead, and that means local farms will have produce for sale as
well as meat and dairy products. You can visit Franklin’s Farmer’s Market on
Wednesdays and Saturdays from 8 am. to 1 p.m. on 12th Street, join a CSA, shop
at local produce stands and butchers, or contact local farms directly. One way to
do that is by joining the Facebook Group, “NWPA Local Farm Products for
Sale”, where producers can list items for sale and consumers can post inquiries
about where to find what they need.
The PA Farm Bureau has created a Facebook Page called “Show Us Your Local-Northwest PA” where they promote regional agri-businesses. The Farm Bureau is also available to restaurants to help mentor them through the process of
sourcing local ingredients. Agri-businesses wishing to be added to the list, or restaurants looking for products, please send your information to Brittany Eisenman
at breisenman@pfb.com to learn more.

Chamber News

City Grub

Welcome, New Members
Richard Sayer Photography/8 & 322

The owners of Country Grub in
Polk have opened City Grub in the
former Dick’s Dairy Store location in
Franklin, offering subs, wedgies,
paninis, hot dogs, sandwiches, breakfast items, baked goods, amazing desserts, candy,
wing sauce and lots more! Open Monday through
Friday, 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Chas Zahner
217 Grant Street, Franklin, PA 16323
(814) 437-7437
Find City Grub on Facebook

Richard Sayer has worked as a staff
photographer since 1997. After being
downsized during COVID-19, he created
his own journalism and photography site
to continue telling stories from the communities stemming from Routes 8 & 322 in Northwest PA in his own unique way.
Richard Sayer
381 Baldwin Street, Meadville, PA 16335
(814) 573-2100
richardsayerphotojournalism.weebly.com
Find Eight & 322 on Facebook

Thank You, Renewing Members
The Chamber is nothing without you, our members! Thank you all for continuing to support our
mission as we strive to promote our region as a
great place to live, work, raise a family, or start a
business! If there’s something we can do for you,
contact our office. We would love to hear from you!

Referral Rewards Program
If you like our services and encourage another

business to join the Chamber, be sure they put
your name down on their application - every
referral will be entered into a drawing for a FREE
annual membership in December. The more

PNC, 30 years
Sherwin-Williams, 29 years
Wal-Mart 2597, 21 years
Seneca Hills Bible Camp, 21 years
Gahr’s Hamloaf, LLC, 17 years
Mercer Road Farm, 11 years
USA Choice Internet Services, LLC, 8 years
Hand in Hand Christian Counselling, LLC,
7 years
Astorino Family Pharmacy, 7 years
Leigh Black Graphic Design, 5 years
Jones Hardwood, Inc., 4 years
First Presbyterian Church, 4 years
Northern Pennsylvania Regional College,
2 years
Country Grub, 2 years
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people you send our way, the more chances to win!

www.2020census.gov
The census determines federal funding for local
programs, infrastructure, and so much more!
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Chamber News
Director’s Report

Why Franklin?

It's June; like so many of you, I cannot believe it.
And, just like so many of you, I am exhausted,
excited, and a bit apprehensive about the “green”
stage. Thank you to everyone who has worked so
diligently to make sure our region survives. Just like
the sun rises, you have risen to the challenge - you
have supported our local businesses like never before.
Here at the Chamber we are working on the
planning of Applefest 38! Vendor applications and
phone calls keep us hopping. We are also working
to make sure folks know what you are doing. Email
me at jodi@franklinareachamber.org or call the office ... (814) 432-5823 ... to share your news. We
will make sure we get the word out for you.
I want to say thank you to all of the teachers,
administrative staff, and support staff who are making graduations happen ... in whatever manner they
can. CONGRATULATIONS to the Class of 2020 you are truly a part of history, and I hope you use
this to make life better for yourself and others as
you continue to forge your path.
Looking forward to seeing more of you as we
slowly open our doors and our businesses!
~

Eddie and
Sharon St.
Clair, who
grew up in
Ohio, made
their move to
Franklin in
1999. The couple had been
living in Atlanta for six years
and, expecting
their first child, wanted to find a small town with a
supportive community to raise their budding family.
The couple chose Franklin because they had fond
memories of passing through the city on their way to
Allegheny National Forest.
Since then, West Park Rehab has grown into a
thriving business and the St. Clairs have become involved with the community through various organizations, enjoying the local music scene and even entertaining us through their musical duo 2B40.
Their family continues to enjoy the outdoor recreation opportunities that brought them through Franklin in the first place.
Read the St. Clair family’s full story and other
Why Franklin testimonials on our website at
www.franklinareachamber.org/why-franklin.

July Newsletter Deadline
Make sure you send us your events, news,
photos, and flyers to
jodi@franklinareachamber.org by

Monday, June 15, 2020
to be included in our July newsletter.
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Chamber News
Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies

Applefest planning underway
First Easter, then May Mart, Fireman’s Fair,
Fourth of July, Barrow Theater productions...the list
of canceled events goes on and on, and has left a lot
of people speculating about Applefest. Fall seems
like a lifetime away, and the future looks uncertain,
but we are going ahead with plans for the 38th Annual Applefest, set for October 2-4, 2020.
This festival means so much to the businesses
and the residents of Venango County who have already been asked to give up so much in the midst of
the COVID-19 pandemic, that we are remaining
optimistic that we will be able to host it again this
year.
We are looking forward to the chance to get together to celebrate our amazing community and all
things Franklin. It may not look exactly the same,
but we are hoping and praying for beautiful weather
and respectful crowds.
We know this year has been difficult for so
many of our region’s business owners, and appreciate whatever you can do to help make Appefest possible.
Applefest sponsorship letters and volunteer requests will be arriving in the mail this month, and
we would appreciate any support you can give!
Should you have any questions, please reach out to
Jodi directly.

Business growth is always encouraging, but during such a shaky time it’s extra special.

Full moon hikes at Two Mile

Social media Zoom meeting

Park Director Luke Kauffman and our Executive
Director Jodi will be leading upcoming full moon
hikes at Two Mile Run County Park. If you are interested in getting outdoors and having some socially
distant fun, meet at the nature lodge at 8 p.m. for full
moon hikes on June 6, July 4, and August 1. Each
hike will be followed by a campfire and s’mores.

Holly Gibbons of Gibbons Business Solutions,
LLC, will hold our monthly social medial roundtable
discussion on Friday, June 12, at 8 a.m. The topic of
discussion will be to touch base about how everyone
is handling their social media presence during this
crazy time. If you would like to attend, email holly@franklinareachamber.org.
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Razzle Designs/Poppin’ Sweet Shop - We
participated in our first-ever
licorice rope cutting ceremony for the opening of Poppin’ Sweet Shop in May. The
popcorn and candy store is a
new extension of Razzle Designs located in a beautifully redesigned space at 314
West Park Street, Suite 100, in downtown Franklin.
Check it out next time you’re in town or email orders@poppinsweetshop to learn more.
Wanango Country Club - A ribbon cutting will
be held June 5, at Wanango Country Club, to celebrate the opening of their pool for the season. The
new owners are excited to offer social memberships
to the club that include access to the pool, bocce and
pickle ball courts, invites to members-only events,
and discounts on golf. Social memberships are $200
for an individual, $300 for individual, plus one
(spouse or child), or $350 for a household. They will
be limited to 100 memberships. For more information, or to sign up, call (814) 676-8133 ext 1, or
email wanangocountryclub@gmail.com.
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Education
What does the green phase mean?
In May, the first Pennsylvania counties, including Venango County, moved into the
green phase of COVID-19 reopening.
So what does “green” mean? It means
our county has done a good job at getting cases down and increasing ICU
capacity, and has a lower risk when it
comes to population density and travel
patterns.
COVID-19 is still out there and is highly contagious,
so continue to take safety precautions:
 Wear a mask around others
 Practice social distancing
 Avoid large gatherings
 Practice good health habits
 Continue teleworking where feasible
 Visits to prisons and hospitals can resume
 Nursing home visits remain restricted to protect
residents
 Businesses open in the yellow phase can increase
to 75% occupancy
 Businesses with closed physical locations can
open to 50% capacity
 Construction can ramp back up to full capacity
with safety measures in place
 Businesses should consider special accommodations for vulnerable personnel
 All businesses and individuals must follow CDC
and Pennsylvania Department of Health guidelines
More information: governor.pa.gov/plan-forpennsylvania.
*We will continue to post notices from our members, including what restaurants are open for carryout and delivery,
curbside services, and resources for COVID-19 relief. Send
your information to jodi@franklinareachamber.org to be included.
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SBDC webinars scheduled
Restaurant Safety Webinar - 2 p.m., June 2
As municipalities allow restaurants to resume
dine-in services, it is important to think about
how they can open while still achieving a healthy environment that incorporates social distancing and other
disease preventive controls. Penn State Extension has
developed a fact sheet for small and local operations
in Pennsylvania. It is important to note that an establishment must adhere to all state and local regulations
and guidance. The webinar will go over what you can
do now to prepare.
Safety, Labor and Environmental Regulations
Webinar - 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., June 3
Do you have questions about environmental, labor or safety regulations? If so, register for this webinar to hear directly from the specialists with U.S.
OSHA, PA OSHA, Wage & Hours, DEP and EMAP.
Topics will include: Safety Signs, Placards, and
Housekeeping Requirements; First Aid and Medical
Services (including eyewash stations); Payroll Audit
Independent Determination Program (PAID); FLSA
Overtime Final Rule; PA State OSHA Program; DEP
Overview and Services; PA SBDC Environmental
Management Assistance Program (EMAP).

Find the full list of training events and sign up for
the above listed free webinars at
www.clarion.edu/sbdc.

Marketing During Crisis webinar
Forever Media will present a free webinar on marketing during a crisis, at 2 p.m., June 3, with special
guest Gordon Borrell. If you are interested in participating, register at www.forevernorthwestpa.com.
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Member Events
Dairy product giveaways set

Taste of Talent goes virtual

On May 29, United Way of
Venango County held its first
Dairy Product Giveaway at the
Rocky Grove VFD. United
Way partnered with Venango
Dairy Princess Kaylee Knapp
on the event to help local dairy
farmers that were not able to
sell their products due to decreased demand in stores, to give milk, cheese, sour
cream and other products directly to consumers who
needed them. Two more giveaways are scheduled for
June 12 at Cranberry Mall and June 26 at Oil City
High School. Distributions will be from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., volunteers are needed to help at both events
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
For more information, call Venango County
United Way at (814) 676-6545.

Taste of Talent has grown so much over the years
that hundreds of people attend every week, all summer long. With the limits on crowd sizes, even outdoors, there is no way the competition can go on in
person, but organizers have found a new way to bring
this popular event to audiences and give people
something fun and exciting to look forward to each
week. The competition will start June 24, and will be
streamed live on YouTube, with voting also being
handled online! Details will be announced on the
Franklin PA-Events/Marketing Facebook page, so
stay tuned!

Venango County Fair updates
Like most large gatherings, the Venango County
Fair will not go ahead as normal this year, but organizers are working out the details on what will happen
this year.
They are planning a Venango County Livestock
Roundup during the regular fair week, August 3
through 8, to give kids from Venango County the
opportunity to share their projects. It will include exhibits and animals, but no live entertainment or grand
stand events.
Venango County Motorsports Weekend is tentatively set for August 28-30, that will feature the demolition derby, tractor pulls, mud trucks, and other
entertainment.
More details will be available as they are finalized.
Stay tuned to www.venangofair.com.
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Radio Auction set
The 2020 Radio Auction
will take place Saturday, June 6,
beginning at 8 a.m. with thousands of dollars in items up on
the auction block.
To participate, listed on
1490AM in Meadville, 1230AM
in Titusville, 1450AM in Franklin, and at
forevernorthwestpa.com.

Impel Pilates classes resume
Impel Pilates Studio is reopening for in-person
classes.
Kids Yoga with Nicole will be held Mondays
from 5:15 to 6 p.m., starting June 8. Open to ages 6
to 12, $8.
Gentle Yoga with Mikayla will be held on Mondays from 7 to 8 p.m., starting June 1.
Warm All Levels Vinyasa Yoga with Crystals will
be held Tuesdays from 6 to 7 p.m. starting June 2.
Classes will be limited to 10 participants each session. Sign up at www.impelpilates.com.

The BUSINESS Connection

June 2020

Member News
Marilyn Black retiring from Oil Region Alliance
Marilyn Black, Vice President
for Heritage Development of the
Oil Region Alliance of Business,
Industry and Tourism will retire
June 13, after 15 years in the position.
“Marilyn Black has been an extremely important part of the development of the Oil Heritage Region,” said John R. Phillips, II, President and CEO of the Oil Region Alliance.
“She helped develop the region first as a PA Heritage
Area for years then achieved the National Heritage Area status. Marilyn was involved in the extremely complex merger of four distinct non-profits to form the
Oil Region Alliance as it is today.”
“When hired to serve as Manager of the Oil Heritage Region in May 1995,” Black said, “I looked forward to helping coordinate, communicate about, and
write grants to fund the progressive projects described
by the insightful and enthusiastic founders and leaders
of the PA Oil Heritage Region. The knowledge learned
and the experiences shared since then have been more
fantastic than I could have imagined!”
Marilyn’s significant accomplishments include the
historic preservation of Tarbell House, Neilltown
Church, Coal Oil Johnny House, and most recently
Scheide House. These projects are particularly complex
because of the grant writing and assembly, project
management, and ongoing support development needed to ensure they are protected and preserved for future generations, continuing to educate and contribute
to the Oil Region.
“When you look around the community at the
many accomplishments that have happened, you can
see Marilyn’s touch,” said Betsy Kellner, Oil Region
Alliance Board of Directors Secretary and Executive
Director of the Venango Museum.
Kellner cited the Visitor Centers, the bike trails, the
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Visitor Guides, the Preservation Awards, and the
Downs Building as additional projects in which Marilyn has been involved. During her time in Heritage Development, Marilyn has served as vice president, program manager, planner, executive director, grant writer,
project manager, and supervisor.
“Marilyn has with both consistency and efficiency
confronted some of the most daunting challenges to
the maintenance of this region’s vital heritage with a
positive attitude and a carefully thought out plan,” said
Dr. Barry Cressman, Oil Region Alliance Board of Directors Chairman and retired clergy member.
Marilyn has volunteered and served numerous officer roles in the Alliance of National Heritage Areas,
Petroleum History Institute, PA Heritage Parks Association, Penn Soil Rural Conservation and Development
Council, and Northwest Regional Transportation Advisory Committee. She is also a founding member of the
Erie to Pittsburgh Trail Alliance and the Council on
Greenways and Trails. Favorite creative projects of
Black include producing the “Uplifting Melodies” live
piano-vocal duet CD benefiting Venango Museum,
developing the “Art Lovers Guide to Libraries in the
Oil Heritage Region” full color brochure, and coordinating the “Nature Art Showcase”.
Marilyn holds an MBA from Penn State and a
Bachelor of Arts from the University of Pennsylvania.
She has been married to freelance outdoor writer and
photographer Darl C. Black, Jr. since 1973. They have
owned and operated Blackwolfe Communications,
LLC, since 2013. She is also the President and coowner of Heritage Perspectives, LLC, since 2013.
When not hard at work or volunteering, she enjoys
fishing, boating, kayaking, photography, biking, hiking
and bird watching at her home in Cochranton, PA.
Congratulations and thank you to Marilyn! Our
region is a better place because of your efforts and
your incredible legacy!
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Member News
Reilly Family Martial Arts adds online and private classes
Since Reilly Family Martial Arts,
LLC, is classified as an educational
institution as well as a gym, they were
one of the many businesses unable to
open their physical location until the
county turned “green”. However,
they added online classes, as well as
online private classes, to keep their doors open, and
can still offer remote classes for those not ready to get
back to the gym. They are still going strong and have
been able to keep more than 90% of their current students. Through online classes, they offer exercise and
practice sheets to keep track of your progress, downloads of each belt’s curriculum, along with videos for
each belt to help aid you in your training! They also
have audio to practice Korean terms for each belt, as
well as recap videos from their daily practices and various drill videos to keep you going! All of this is included in online training. They also have a special website
for all of their black belt curriculum, online black belt
classes each week, and they are branching out to other
schools across the states to aid them in training and
ranking as well! If you or someone you know is interested in taekwondo, don’t hesitate to call and ask
about their classes! They offer a free class to watch or
try out and see if you like it. They also offer a family
discount for two or more in a family.
Reilly Family Martial Arts, LLC is the only Kukkiwon accredited martial arts program in the region.
What does that mean? Kukkiwon is World
Taekwondo Headquarters, located in Seoul, Korea. If
you become a black belt under their system, you become a black belt that is recognized world-wide. If
you go to a non-accredited school, you may earn a certificate, but will not have the appropriate credentials
for a degree, much like in college. In a similar fashion,
any other Taekwondo school that is not Kukkiwon, is
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not associated with legitimate credentials. In addition to being Kukkiwon certified, Reilly also has the
best trained instructors for their students. Master Reilly, the owner and
founder of RFMA, is a 5th degree
black belt, a national referee and
coach, and Vice President of Western Pennsylvania
Taekwondo. His wife, Instructor Hope Reilly, is a 2nd
degree black belt and also a national referee and
coach. Each year they attend seminars under Grand
master, internationally ranked instructors and referees
to remain sharp and to keep up to date on current
rules for competition, and bring this information back
to share with the students. They work very hard to
provide the best opportunities for their students, and
help them achieve their goals!
There are many physical and character benefits for
children and adults that come with practicing the martial arts. Benefits of Taekwondo include: health and
fitness, flexibility, building confidence, focus and balance skills, weight loss, strengthening endurance, self
defense skills, competition, manners, respect, perseverance, discipline, overcoming fear, and achieving
goals. If you would like to learn more, call or text
(814) 823-2455, email masterkylereilly@gmail.com, or
visit reillyma.com.

Edible offering produce delivery
Edible Arrangements now offering produce and
fresh fruit deliveries in addition to
their arrangements and dipped
fruits! It’s a great way to make sure
you have fresh fruit on hand at
home! Order at
www.ediblearrangements.com.
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Member News
NAS services available

Lepley: More than just buses

Sometimes those who
are most vulnerable are unable to get help for themselves. Venango County Human Services would like to
remind those in need of services to reach out, especially
now during these difficult times.
One lesser known service available locally, but
one that is desperately needed, is support for those
suffering from Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome. Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome is when babies are
born to women who use certain prescription medications, illegal drugs, or alcohol. These babies can
have complications and there is confidential help
available. If you or someone you know needs support, contact Venango County Human Services at
(814) 432-9100.
The Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act
requires a Plan of Safe Care be developed for every
infant under one year of age that is born and identified as affected by substance use, withdrawal symptoms resulting from prenatal drug exposure or fetal
alcohol spectrum disorder.
The State Law (Act 54 of 2018) directs health
care providers to immediately give notice or cause
notice to be given to the Department of Human Services if the provider is involved in the delivery or
care of a child under one year of age and the health
care provider has determined the child was born affected by substance use, withdrawal symptoms resulting from prenatal drug exposure or a Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder.
Involvement with the Plan of Safe Coordinator
will help to allow prevention work to be done with
your pregnancy. It will allow you and your baby to
be introduced to services that could help benefit you
prior to CYS involvement.

Lepley Bus Service
is more than a school
transportation contractor. The family-owned
business has also been
providing mechanical
services for over 50
years, including state inspections, tire repair, and service garage.
They are located at 1706 State Route 427 in
Cooperstown, PA, where their staff provides prompt
and professional services for all your vehicles.
They also offer group transportation services
using their large school buses or small passenger
vans.
Trust Lepley to meet all your vehicle service and
group transportation needs! Learn more by calling
(814) 374-4212, emailing lepleybusservice@live.com,
or visit www.lepleybusservice.com.
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Curbside pickup at the library
Oil Region Library Association has announced
new curbside services while the libraries remain
closed. https://venango.tlcdelivers.com/
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Community Spotlight
Sandycreek Township
Settled in 1797
Incorporated in 1806
Size: 19.1 Square Miles
Population: 2,260
Median household income: $46,723
Number of households: 832
When we launched the Community Spotlight
series, we intended to go out with members of each
community and see what they love about them
through their eyes. Social distancing has prevented
us from doing that so far, but we can still window
shop in our favorite communities!
Sandycreek Township is tucked in the center of
Venango County between Franklin and Polk. It is
home to more than 2,000 people, numerous businesses, and about a zillion trees. Most of its eastern
border is comprised of the Allegheny River. Add
that to the trailhead for Sandycreek Trail, it boasts
some fantastic outdoor recreation opportunities.
Those who live in Sandycreek can choose from
secluded country living or a closer community near
Franklin Heights or Greentree Manor. Students
won’t have to travel far to school either, since it is
also the location of Franklin Area High School and
Sandycreek Elementary School.
Other amenities include a beautiful public playground, an active Volunteer Fire Department, numerous local small businesses, and a surprising
amount of industrial companies in the Sandycreek
Industrial Complex and beyond.
If you haven’t explored it for yourself, get out
there and enjoy some of the most beautiful natural
scenery Venango County has to offer!
If you would like us to feature your community’s hidden treasures, give us a call and tell us what’s
so special about it! We would love to check it out!
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