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Happy St. Patrick’s
Members, send
us your specials
and events for a
holiday email
blast.

Our Small Business Business After Hours is becoming one of the
most popular Franklin Area Chamber
of Commerce events!
We decided to host this mixer
because so many of our members
have amazing services to provide, but
not enough space to showcase their
businesses at their own locations. By
finding a larger venue we were able
to invite small businesses to come on
board as co-hosts of this event. Each
one is able to set up and promote
their products and services to all of
the attendees, without all of the hassle and expense of hosting their own
mixers.
This is one of the most well attended events of the year. It’s a great
opportunity for attendees to learn
more about what is offered in our
area and to NETWORK with fellow
Chamber members.
The 4th Annual Small Business
BAH will be held Thursday, March 14 from 4:30 to 7 p.m. at the Quality Inn &
Conference Center, 1411 Liberty Street, in Franklin.
For just $50, your business will get
a table and table cover where you
can hand out promotional materials
and discuss your services with attendees. There is a $10 discount for
businesses that just opened in 2018!
If you would like to be a co-host or
wish to RSVP as a guest, please
contact the Chamber at (814) 4325823 today to learn more.

Chamber News
Welcome, New Members

Thank You, Renewing Members

Spectrum Business

Komatsu Mining Corp., 57 years
Sehman Tire Service, 56 years
Feldman Jewelers, 54 years
Daffin's Candies, 50 years
Primo Distributors, Inc., 45 years
Venango Technology Center, 44 years
Beith Associates, 31 years
Heath Oil, Inc, 28 years
Venango Regional Airport, 28 years
Venango Training & Development Center, 28 years
Scott Hutchinson, PA State Sen. 21st District, 27 years
Keystone Community Education Council, 18 years
T 4 Rentals, LTD, 17 years
Northwest Commission, 15 years
Open Flow Energy, a Div. of UGI Energy Services,
LLC, 15 years
Paoletta Counseling Services, 15 years
Shawgo Real Estate, Inc., 15 years
Youth Alternatives Inc., 14 years
Klapec Auto Body, Inc., 13 years
DeChellis-Keich Concessions, 12 years
Franklin Bronze Plaques, 12 years
ITC Group, 12 years
Witherup Fabrication & Erection, Inc., 12 years
Ross-Graham Investigations, LLC, 11 years
Tri-County Pest Control, 11 years
Farmers National Bank, 8 years
Gateway Lodge, 8 years
ABC Life Center, 7 years
LeGoullon Counseling Services, 7 years
Lighthouse Apartments LLC, 6 years
Crisman's Little Britches, 3 years
Fox's Pizza Den, Franklin, 1 year
Pure Hair Studio, 1 year

Spectrum Business
can help you maximize
your business productivity and savings with industry-leading business
internet, phone and TV services.
Patrick John
(814) 806-7674
5651 Jordan Road, Erie, PA 16510
Email: patrick.john@charter.com
Business.spectrum.com

Premier Building Solutions
Premier Building Solutions s a
trusted, experienced contractor serving Meadville, Grove City, Mercer,
Franklin, Edinboro, Erie and beyond.
They specialize in commercial and
residential decks.
Norman Miller
(814) 853-3362
33691 State Hwy 27, Guys Mills, PA 16327
Email: norman@premierbuildingpa.com
www.premierbuildingpa.com

Max Johnston
Max Johnston of Oil City has joined the Chamber as our newest Associate Member. Welcome,
Max!

February Referral Reward
As an extra thank you for helping to spread the word about the Chamber and what we do, we offer
rewards for businesses who refer new members to us. If you refer a new member to the Chamber in
March you will receive two free newsletter display ads to use any two months you choose in 2019! Be
sure they put your name on their application!
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Chamber News
Business After Hours
Thank you to Benvenuti’s Pizza Products and
TrAils to Ales Brewery for hosting Business After
Hours events in February.
Don’t miss out on your best Chamber networking
opportunity! Sign up for the upcoming events. Call
(814) 432-5823 or email
mike@franklinareachamber.org to add your name to
the list.
March 7, The Office of State Rep. R. Lee James, 5
to 7 p.m.
March 14, Small Business Business After Hours at
the Quality Inn & Conference Center, 4:30 to 7 p.m.

Get on the Trail Business Contest

Business of the Year Nominations

The Oil Region
Alliance officially
kicked off its Get on
the Trail business
grant contest at
TrAils to Ales Brewery in February.
This contest rewards new and
expanding businesses
that submit solid
business plans to
provide vital goods
and services to users
of the bicycle, mountain bike, hiking, water, ski,
ATV, equestrian and/or any other type of trail or
outdoor recreation.
The contest is open to businesses in Venango
County and Hydetown, Oil Creek Township, and
Titusville in Crawford County, Foxburg and Parker
to the south.
Concept papers are due on April 4. If you would
like more information about the contest or how to
apply, visit www.oragot.com.

Our Annual Celebration is April 25. We need
your help in deciding which business to honor as our
2019 Business of the Year. Previous winners have
been Bella Cucina, Feldman Jewelers, and Anderson’s Greenhouse. Nomination forms are included
in your Newsletter. If you know of a business that
enriches our community, goes above and beyond for
their employees, and just makes this region a better
place to live, be sure to fill out the included nomination form and return it to us so we can start our
evaluation process. Your help with this is very much
appreciated!
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Chamber News
Director’s Report

Why Franklin?

This month starts off as my least favorite season
- Sprinter, and ends with one of my favorites Spring, a time for fresh, clean, green, and new!
I am going to take my next few reports and
share with you some of the Chamber benefits of
which you may not be aware. Referral - do you
know that at the Chamber we only refer our members when asked, “who do you know that can
_____________;” or “who do you know that has
________;” or “where can I find _____?” It is one
of the biggest benefits of being a Chamber member.
We receive phone calls or greet visitors daily - people who want to know who we are and what we
have, and we are always happy to share that information with them.
I would like to thank the teachers, instructors,
business owners, donors, and volunteers who have
given, and continue to give, their time and dollars so
that our students have an opportunity to participate
in the various Robotics programs. In February I was
able to spend time both at Venango Technology
Center and Clarion University for the VEX Robotics competitions. Because these adults care, our students are being prepared for their future. CONGRATULATIONS to all of the students who competed and to the teams moving onto the Finals.
Northwest Manufacturers' Association will be
hosting RoboBots at the Meadville High School on
Saturday, March 30. If your son or daughter has an
interest in “beat ‘em up” sort of robots, this is the
competition for them. And, Komatsu will be hosting their 2nd Power Fluid Challenge on May 14 at
the Rocky Grove Volunteer Fire Department. I am
looking forward to these next events. Kudos to all
of you!!
Here’s to Mardi Gras,
Lent, the Ides of
March, SPRING, and
to each of you!
~
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Jill Harry was born and raised in the Cranberry
area. After leaving for college, she made her way
back to Venango County to be close to family. Now,
she is an active member of the community and making the most of small town life.
“One of the things I love about Franklin is the
strong sense of community. People step up to make
things happen and keep the city vibrant,” Jill said.
Jill and her two sons Keller, 13, and Kyel, 11, live
in the Rocky Grove neighborhood. Jill said she loves
living in Franklin because it is such an easily walkable
community. She can go out to eat, go shopping, or
check out any of the numerous events in town without needing to drive.
Career-wise, Jill was able to truly get to know the
community working for The Derrick Publishing
Company for 12 years. Now she serves the community through her work as Press Officer for PennDOT District 1 in Oil City.
The term “Spare time” isn’t used often in their
household. Between dance lessons, theater practices,
guitar lessons, and Boy Scout meetings and Jill’s volunteer work with Cub Scout Pack 37, Relay for Life,
Barrow-Civic Theatre, and Indiefest, the Harrys are
always hopping.
When she does have an opportunity to relax, Jill
can be found hiking at Oil Creek State Park.
Read Jill’s full story and other Why Franklin?
Testimonials online at www.franklinareachamber.org.
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Chamber News
Capturing an audience on the move

Tax Exempt Vs. Tax Deductible

Your audience is on-the-move – literally. Nearly
half of all Facebook users are accessing the site with
a mobile device; it’s right in their pockets, so they
are also viewing more often.
With this number growing, it’s increasingly important that your entire online presence is mobile
friendly. If not, you may be missing half your potential audience!
Here are some tips:
1. Use graphics, photos and video that view nicely
on a small screen and, in the case of video, can
be clearly heard on a tiny cell phone speaker.
2. Consider using more vertical photos and video.
(This may make video pros cringe, but it's how
most people hold their phones, so your video
looks larger than the horizontal ones and is easier to view.)
3. Keep your posts short.
4. Link to your website and be sure it is mobile
friendly.
Often, mobile users are seeking quick information about your business as they are deciding
whether to call or visit you. The most common
needs for an audience on the move are your phone
number, address, hours, and perhaps any specials
you have that day. They may also be simply seeking
a little fun distraction during a break in the day.
If you want to capture the greatest possible audience – think mobile!
If you would like to join our work group to improve your social media presences, sign up for the
next roundtable with Gibbons Business Solutions,
Friday, March 8, at 8 a.m. at the Franklin Area
Chamber of Commerce office. Call (814) 432-5823
to register.

April 15th is right around the corner. Are you
prepared?
We often hear from members who are unsure if
their Chamber membership dues should be considered charitable donations. The short answer is, ‘no.’
As a 501(c)(6) organization, the Chamber of
Commerce is not a charitable organization.
Non-profit organizations ruled tax-exempt under
section 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code include business leagues, chambers of commerce, trade
associations, real estate boards, and boards of trade.
Contributions to 501(c)(6) organizations are not deductible as charitable donations for federal income
tax purposes. Donations may be deducted as a business expense if they are "ordinary and necessary" in
the conduct of the taxpayer's business.
“Tax exempt” does not necessarily mean "tax
deductible." A tax-exempt organization is one that
does not have to pay income taxes. Contributions
made to certain tax-exempt organizations may be
deductible on the donor's federal income tax return.
While the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) defines
more than twenty different categories of tax-exempt
organizations, contributions to groups in only a few
of these categories are tax deductible.
You can determine the tax-exempt status of an
organization either by contacting the local office of
the IRS, or by asking the organization for a copy of
its “Letter of Determination.” A “Letter of Determination” is the formal notification an organization
receives from the IRS once its tax-exempt status has
been approved. Also, IRS Publication 78, Cumulative List of Organizations, is an annual listing of
thousands of tax-exempt organizations to which
contributions are deductible as charitable donations
as defined in section 170 of the Internal Revenue
Code.
If you are struggling with this or any other tax
issues, we encourage you to check in with your accountant or another tax professional and find out
what filing would be in the best interest of you and
your business.
For a list of tax professionals in the area, visit
www.franklinareachamber.org.

April Newsletter Deadline
Make sure you send us your events, news and photos to
Jodi@franklinareachamber.org by

Monday, March 18, 2019
to be included in our April newsletter.
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Educational Opportunities
Fiber Optic Presentation

Upcoming Seminars

You are welcome to attend a
Fiber Optic Network Presentation
for Venango
County Businesses on Wednesday, March 6, from
7:30 to 9:30 a.m. at the FICDA ETC Training room,
191 Howard Street, Franklin.
You can meet the Zito Business team and learn
how to connect your business to high speed Fiber
Optic Network here in Venango County.
Highlights of the presentation will include
 How your business’ network infrastructure support the future success of your organization
 100% fiber optic network built on highly resilient
and high availability MPLS/MEF compliant network
 Better understanding of the changing IT landscape and what it means for your business
 Help identify the best customized solutions to
meet your business needs.
This event is sponsored by the Franklin Industrial and Commercial Development Authority,
Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce, and the City
of Franklin.
RSVP to Nichole Kellar - nkellar@franklinpa.gov - (814) 432-4476.

First Step: Starting a Small Business Seminar
This monthly seminar provides an in depth look
at the steps to start a business. Topics include business registrations, licenses, business structures, taxation, research tools, what to expect in financing your
business and how the Clarion University SBDC services can help you start and grow your business. Saturday, March 2, 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Clarion University SBDC Barnes Center, $20 per person. Register
online at https://pasbdc.ecenterdirect.com/
events/25437.

Home Buying 101 Seminars
Farmers National Bank is hosting Home Buying
101 Seminars in
various locations
throughout the
month of March. A
session is set for Wednesday, March 20, from 6 to
7:30 p.m. at the Farmers National Bank in Seneca.
Attendees will receive a $350 credit toward origination fees. To register for an event, visit
www.farmersnb.com/RSVP.
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Free Income Tax Assistance
Free income tax help will be available for seniors
and low-income taxpayers every Thursday and Friday through April 12, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
First Baptist Church in Franklin. Bring all 2018 records and forms, health insurance coverage info,
Photo ID and social security card.
WordPress Workshops
Learn how to create your own website using
WordPress. Get your site set up and moving around,
use the dashboard, choose a theme, and add pages
and menus on Thursday, March 7. An advanced
seminar will be held Thursday, March 21, to cover
working with images and videos, widgets, HTML,
Linking, Plugins, Social Media Tools, and more.
Both sessions will be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Clarion University-Venango Campus, Montgomery
Hall, Room 311, Oil City. Cost is $49. Register
online at clarion.edu/sbdc or call Jeanne Best (814)
393-2060.
Fair Labor Standards Act
How does the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA)
affect your business? Whether you are looking to
hire your first employee or if you are ready to expand
your staff to 100, this seminar has the answers you
are looking for, presented by a U.S. Department of
Labor specialist. Tuesday, March 19, 9 a.m. to noon,
at Clarion University SBDC , 330 North Point Drive,
Clarion. $10 per person. Register by calling (814) 393
-2060.
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Member Showcase
Lake Tool, Inc.
For a family business in a
small town, Lake Tool, Inc. is remarkable in its capabilities and the
way it does business.
Guy and Tina Lake started the
company in their basement in
2002 and it hasn’t stopped growing since. They moved to the
Franklin Industrial and
Commercial Development
Authority in 2007, and outgrew two different locations
there before purchasing their
current 44,000 square foot
facility in 2017.
Though Tina said they
had an excellent relationship
and appreciated all the benefits FICDA had to offer,
they needed a larger space in order to expand their
capabilities and compete with larger shops. The former Reno Plastics location has allowed them the space
to optimize work flow and bring in machines that
never would have fit in their former space. Now they
can make parts ranging in size from a single grain of
rice to components weighing in excess of five tons!
The Lakes’ mission is simple: make doing business
with them as easy as possible for their clients. That
mindset is what has helped them to grow so quickly
and provide good paying jobs for the community.
There are 18 full time employees at Lake Tool currently, and plans are in the works to add a second shift
in the very near future.
Lake Tool is truly a family company. Guy, Tina
and their son Lance are the officers of the corporation. Many employees have been with the shop since
the very early days and they have all become part of
the family. When asked who the key players are, Tina
said “Every person here is a key player.”
Their team of machinists undergo extensive training to gain the knowledge and experience necessary to
operate at a high level of efficiency. One employee
even went a remarkable 15 months without any
scrapped parts!
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Lake Tool has in-house engineering and reverseengineering. They use the best
and most recent CAM
(computer-aided manufacturing) and CAD (computer-aided
design) software available.
One thing that might
take you by surprise
on a tour of their
facility is that every
employee carries a
Wi-Fi enable tablet
with them at all
times. These devices
run a customized
Work In Progress system to track every single order as
it moves through the shop in real time that has enabled Lake Tool to seriously increase efficiency.
With their skilled labor force and state-of-the-art
equipment, Lake Tool provides customers with great
products at competitive prices, whether it’s a long run
and one-off parts.
Lake Tool has done projects for internationally
recognized companies such as Mercedes Benz, Kohler,
GM, Honda, and Joy Mining Machinery.
Though they are still settling down into the space
after a year of extensive renovations, they are already
eyeing more growth and expanded capabilities.
Congratulations to Lake Tool, Inc., and thank you
for your investment in the future of our region!

The BUSINESS Connection

1931 Allegheny Blvd
Reno, PA 16343
(814) 346-7215
(814) 346-7214 (fax)
www.laketoolinc.com
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Member News
GBS Continues to Grow

Franklin to Germany Flights Coming

The latest addition to the
Gibbons Business Solutions,
LLC team is Social Media
Marketing Specialist Tara
Fleming. She will be assisting
with creating and posting social media content and graphics for businesses whom GBS
manages social media content. Tara is also a talented
photographer and will be utilizing those skills at GBS as
well, capturing images for social media posts, websites and print publications.
Tara is excited to be introduced to local businesses and interacting with and getting to know the
community better. She was born and raised in Virginia, married a Franklin native while he was stationed in Norfolk, and moved here when he left the
Navy in 2009.
The growth of GBS, a Franklin based marketing company, has created a need to expand their
team in three directions: office staff, social media
marketing/management, and web design. President/CEO Holly L. Gibbons says she anticipates
filling several more positions in 2019.

Though it is small and unassuming, the Venango Regional Airport is a vital connection to the
larger world. Tonight, Southern Airways announced that they will soon be offering flights from
Franklin to Germany.
Southern Airways Express offers great fares
starting at $29 each way to Pittsburgh where you
can connect to 49 non-stop destinations! Learn
more visit www.flyfranklin.org.

Jones Party Magic Fun Center
Massage Available at West Park Rehab
West Park Rehab has
hired an outstanding licensed
massage therapist, Hally
Fischer. She is now booking
appointments at the Franklin
office on Tuesdays and
Thursdays between 9 a.m.
and 3 p.m., $60/hour. If you
or someone you know would
like to schedule an appointment, call the Franklin office
at (814) 437-6191.
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Jones Party Magic has announced the opening of an inflatables fun center at Cranberry Mall. The new location
will open Wednesday, March 6,
and the first 25 people to attend from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. will
get to play for free! The fun
zone will have inflatable bouncy houses, assorted
other games, and some concessions.
Open to the public for all ages with days available for private parties. For operating hours and
more updates, follow Jones Party Magic on Facebook or call (814) 432-7812.
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Member News
Venango 211

Vex Robotics Competition

In February,
we celebrated 21-1 Day. For
those of you that
do not know,
211 is the sister
line to 911.
Where 911
handles emergency situations,
211 handles everything else.
The United
Way invited
community
members to hear
an update on the
local 211 program that launched in 2017. Last year,
they helped over 3,000 residents find the information
they were looking for, whether it was looking for
counseling, trying to find housing, or simply someone looking for volunteer opportunities. 211 is even
helping the Franklin Area School District schedule
Kindergarten registration meetings.
If you're not sure where to call, 211 can help.

New Hours for Sanders Market

Clarion University hosted a Vex
robotics competition
in February giving
162 students from 13 different regional high schools
a chance to compete for a variety of robot prizes.
Jodi Lewis and Mike Dulaney represented the Franklin Area Chamber to attend the practice competition
at Venango Technology Center and were judges at
the Clarion competition. “I want to thank Tim Heffernan for making robotics come to life in the school
districts,” Jodi said.
Each team created their bots using a Vex Robot
kit, but had the task of custom designing their bots
however they saw fit in order to score the most
points and endure a day's worth of match-ups.
Rocky Grove and Cranberry High School student teams both moved on to the state competition!
Congrats and keep up the good work!

Sander’s Market
recently purchased
the former Shop N
Save grocery store
on Buffalo Street.
The store offers
deli, hot and cold prepared foods, frozen, groceries,
catering and more. Sander’s Market in Franklin is
open from 6 a.m. to midnight seven days a week.
Few towns the size of Franklin are fortunate
enough to have so many options for shopping!
Thank you to Sander’s Markets for investing in our
community!
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Member News
YWCA Antiques Sale & Show
The YWCA of Oil City invites you to attend
their 43rd Annual Antiques Sale & Show at the
YWCA, 109 Central Avenue Oil City, on Saturday,
March 9, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Lunch will be served
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Advance Tickets $3.00 $4.00 at
the door. For more information, visit
www.ocywca.org or call (814) 676-6528.

St. Pat’s Anniversary Celebration
Come celebrate
the 125th Anniversary of St. Patrick’s
School with an evening of live music,
food, beverages, door
prizes and fun, on
Saturday, March 9,
from 7 to 10 p.m., at the school auditorium. The
night will feature live music by Youngstown’s most
popular classic rock and Irish band, Seamus.
Tickets are $20 per person and include food and
drinks. They can be purchased at the school office,
952 Buffalo Street, Franklin, or online at
spsirish.org/celebration. This event is for ages 21 and
over.

Spring Style Show & Dessert Bar
Belles Lettres Club and
Something Clever will present a
Spring Style Show and Dessert
Bar at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March
30, at the Belles Lettres Club
house, 405 West First Street, Oil
City.
The cost is $15 which includes dessert and beverage. To
make your reservations, call
Jeanette Thompson at (814) 6774745.
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Tree Pruning Event
Franklin’s Shade Tree Commission is sponsoring a tree pruning clinic at 10 a.m. on March 13.
This is open to anyone who would like to learn the
correct method to use when pruning trees. Ty
Ryen, DCNR, Bureau of Forestry’s Venango and
Forest County Service Forester, will be leading the
event. This event is planned as “hands on learning”
so please bring your pruning equipment, gloves,
dress for the weather, and be ready to ask questions.
The clinic is tentatively scheduled to meet in the
1300 block of Elk Street, in front of Hartle Funeral
Home 1328 Elk St. Should the weather prove to be
uncooperative, meet at the Franklin Area Chamber
of Commerce, 1255 Liberty St..
Please call Roxanne Spaid at (814) 432-5730 for
more information.
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Member Events
Franklin YMCA’s Adult Prom

2019 Cranberry Expo
The Cranberry Township Economic & Development Committee will be hosting the 2019 Cranberry
Expo at the Cranberry Mall on Tuesday, March 19,
from 5 to 8 p.m. Cranberry businesses and local nonprofit organizations will showcase themselves with
table displays during the evening event which is open
to the public at no charge.
In addition to showcasing Cranberry area businesses, the Cranberry Expo also provides the opportunity of networking with Cranberry Township Supervisors, Committee Volunteers, political candidates
& local officials. Each year the Expo features a specific message for the Cranberry residents. This year
the Township will share the Senior Living Complex
Master Plan. In addition, Erik Johnson, the Senior
Planner and County Recycling Coordinator with Venango County Regional Planning Commission will
answer questions about the proposed Recycling Facility.
The Expo event will also run parallel to the Cranberry Mall Family night and the planned family activities include Marty’s Bubble Gum Machine.
Economic and Development Committee Member and 2019 Cranberry Expo Chairperson, Lisa
Groner, is excited about the upcoming event. “This
event is a unique no cost opportunity for a Cranberry
Business to get in front of the community in a onestop event. Even if your business doesn’t cater to
the general walk-in clientele, this is an opportunity to
let someone know what you do in your business,
what type of jobs might exist at your business and if
you are hiring. It is also an opportunity for the business to let the community know they care and want
to be a part of the community. The Cranberry business setting is like many other small rural communities. It is spread out and many times the local citizens do not even know the business exists.”
If a Cranberry business would like to have a table
display, at no charge, please contact the Cranberry
Township Building to request a Expo Registration
Form by calling (814) 676-8812 by March 15, 2019
or the forms can be found on the Cranberry Township website at www.cranberrytwp.org.
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The Franklin YMCA will host its popular Adult
Prom fundraiser, a night of dancing, prizes, light
hors d'oeuvres and fun, on Friday, March 22, at the
Quality Inn & Conference Center.
Tickets are $25 and available at the Franklin
YMCA.$100 for a Reserved Seating 8-person Table.
PRE-SALE TICKETS ONLY by MARCH 16. No
tickets will be sold at the door. Limited number of
tickets available. This is a formal event. Proper attire
encouraged. Must be 21 or older to attend.
A King & Queen will be elected from attendees.
Mention Adult Prom for a discount on a room at the
Inn. Proceeds benefit the Franklin YMCA.

Wonderland Tea Party for United Way
You are cordially invited
to “Wonderland” for
United Way of Venango
County’s Annual Celebration.
Follow the white rabbit
on March 27, at 5 p.m., to
Barrow-Civic Theatre.
Reservations for the tea party are $15 per person
and may be made by calling (814) 676-6545, emailing
uwvc@unitedwayofvenangocounty.org. Please RSVP
by March 20.
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Calendar of Events
March 1...B&B Dinner Theatre Sings Gershwin, 6 p.m., Belles Lettres Club, contact Barrow Theatre box office for tickets (814) 437-3440
March 1 & 2...Footloose the Musical presented by Franklin and Rocky Grove high schools, 7 p.m. RGHS Auditorium
March 2...Conceal and Carry Seminar, 3 p.m., Franklin VFW, presented by ABATE, call (814) 657-1789 for details.
March 2...Mirrored Window w/Faux Wrought Iron & Wreath Class, 4:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, (814) 518-5504
March 2...Spring Canvas Painting Class, 4 p.m., Boutique MALO, (814) 432-7020
March 5, 12 & 19...Cheers at Bella Cucina, a portion of meal proceeds will be donated to local non-profits
March 5...Fat Tuesday 10th Anniversary event, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., AmaZing Foods Catering Co & Café
March 6...Fiber Optic Network Presentation, Franklin Industrial & Commercial Development Authority. Call (814) 432-4476 for more details.
March 7...Guest Bartending Competition, 4 to 8:30 p.m., Liberty Street Ale House
March 7...Business After Hours Mixer, 5 to 7 p.m., The Office of R. Lee James, RSVP (814) 432-5823
March 8...Gibbons Business Solutions Social Media Roundtable, 8 a.m., Franklin Area Chamber, Register (814) 432-5823
March 8...Candleholder Plaque & Make Your Own Votive Class, 6:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, (814) 518-5504
March 8...Pins for Paws fundraiser for Venango County Humane Society, 6 to 8 p.m., Seneca Lanes, (814) 676-4618
March 9 & 10...Indoor Flea Market/Craft Show/Vendor Show, 9 a.m., Venango County Fairgrounds
March 9...Ukrainian Easter Eggs Crafts & Croissants, 10:15 a.m., Franklin Public Library, (814) 720-9018
March 9...Feather Fluid Painting Class, 4:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, (814) 518-5504
March 9...St. Patrick School 125th Anniversary Celebration, 7-10 p.m., St. Pat’s School Auditorium, spsirish.org/celebrate
March 9...Ventriloquist David Pendleton, 7 p.m., Franklin High School Auditorium, presented by Christ UM Church , tickets (800) 927-9083
March 11...Pickin on the Porch open music jam, 6 p.m., Porch Music Store
March 14...Small Business BAH, 4:30 to 7 p.m. The Quality Inn & Conference Center, RSVP (814) 432-5823
March 15, 16, 22, 23, & 24...Alice In Wonderland, Barrow-Civic Theatre, www.barrowtheatre.com
March 16...Easter Decoration Sip N Craft event, noon, Sandycreek Township VFD, (814) 432-5601
March 16...Wire Basket Board Organizer Class, 4:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, (814) 518-5504
March 16...Funny Fundraiser stand up comedy show, 7 p.m., Rocky Grove VFD, (814) 657-1964
March 16...Alice In Wonderland Mad Tea Party, Barrow Little Theatre, 6 p.m., (814) 437-3440
March 17...Happy St. Patrick’s Day! Send your holiday specials and events to mike@franklinareachamber.org to be included in a holiday email.
March 17...St. Patrick’s Day Which Way 5K, noon, Samuel Justice Trail, (814) 437-7653, proceeds benefit the Allegheny Valley Trails Association
March 17...Mini Music Event, 1:30 p.m., DeBence Antique Music World
March 18...Venango County Humane Society and Jamie’s Kids Basket Bingo, 7 p.m., Lee Bessler Hall, (814) 657-5011
March 18...Prize Bingo to benefit Jamie’s Kids and Venango County Humane Society, 5 p.m., Lee Bessler Bingo Hall, Seneca
March 20...Sip N Paint, Dawndi’s Restaurant, email brandon@outlandartstudios.com
March 22...Mini Chalk Painted Vases & Tray Class, 6:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, (814) 518-5504
March 22...Adult Prom, Quality Inn and Conference Center, 7:30 p.m. Cost is $25. Proceeds to benefit Franklin YMCA.
March 23 & 24...Steampunk Photo Shoot, 10 a.m., DeBence Music World, $350/hair, makeup & wardrobe. Hosted by G.C. Kline’s Photography.
March 23...Dinner & Show, special dinner prior to Alice In Wonderland performance, Suzanne’s Restaurant, www.barrowtheatre.com
March 23...Wine & Design Painting Flowers on 2 Records, Olde Liberty, (814) 518-5504
March 26...Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner, 5 to 7 p.m., Myrtle Lodge #316, takeout available, email myrtle316@gmail.com for more information
March 27...United Way Annual Meeting, 5 to 7 p.m., Barrow-Civic Theatre. RSVP by calling (814) 676-6545
March 28-30...Charitable Deeds Food Giveaway for Clarion County residents, preregistration is required by calling (814) 797-0286.
March 28...Venango Tango free dance lessons, 5 p.m., Clarion University-Venango Campus, (814) 675-6591 ext 1330
March 29...Alec Chien in Concert, 7:30 p.m., Barrow-Civic Theatre
March 30...Beans N Babies nursery rhymes and songs, 10 a.m., Bossa Nova Café
March 30...4’ Tall Farmhouse Ladder Class, 4:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, (814) 518-5504
March 30...4th Annual Spring Fling, Living Hope Church, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Call (724) 967-9998 for more details.
March 30...Hazardous Waste Collection Event, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Cranberry Mall, register by calling 1-866-815-0016

