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Happy Mother’s Day
Remember to
pamper mom
locally for her
special day
Sunday May
12

In April we celebrated the 106th Anniversary of the Franklin Area Chamber of
Commerce at the Quality Inn & Conference Center. We were pleased to honor
local gifted teacher Timothy Heffernan
with a Special Recognition Award, and
Specialty Fabrication and Powder Coating
as our Business of the Year. We also presented 37 Gold Shovel Awards to recognize investment in our community
through opening or expanding businesses.
Throughout the evening those in attendance had the chance to mingle with musical entertainment provided by Suzi
Beach and Friends, enjoyed delicious appetizers and desserts provided by Liberty
Street Ale House, and celebrated the past year of developments and achievements
in the Franklin area.
Board president Jubal Kelly of Kelly Pools and Spas presented an overview of
Chamber accomplishments from 2018, and a preview of what’s to come this year.
One of the big highlights from the past year was a 15% increase in Membership!
We appreciate you, our Members, and your confidence in us to continue promoting
our region as the amazing place it is to live, work, and visit that it is.
Our strategic plan is the most pressing item on our 2019 agenda. Your input is
invaluable to this process in making sure we are addressing your needs your our
future endeavors.
We look forward to our 106th year being the best one yet! Thank YOU for
making it possible.
Special thanks to our Anniversary Celebration sponsors

Chamber News
Welcome, New Members

Thank You, Renewing Members

Wiegel on the Water

F. A. Padin, MD, Urologist, 48 years
Valley Grove School District, 43 years
CS Technologies Plus, 36 years
Kendzior Orthodontics, 34 years
Venango Training & Development Center,
28 years
Keepsake Video Production, 24 years
Jones Hardwood, Inc, 23 years
Seneca Hills Bible Camp & Retreat Center,
20 years
Drayer Electrical Service, LLC, 18 years
Exelon - Handsome Lake Energy, LLC, 17 years
Gahr's Hamloaf, LLC, 16 years
Knights of Columbus Council # 1020, 16 years
Living Hope Church, 16 years
Turning Point-BPC Management Group, Inc.,
15 years
Antonucci Masonry, Inc., 14 years
Holtz Riverview Massage, 14 years
Astorino Family Pharmacy LLC, 6 years
Sandycreek Twp. Volunteer Fire Dept., 5 years
Best Taste Concessions, Inc., 4 years
Best Printing, 2 years
McDaniel & Associates, 2 years
Pittsburgh Bakery Equipment Co., Inc., 2 years
Northern Pennsylvania Regional College, 1 year
Razzle Designs LLC, 1 year

The Wiegel family has
been in the watersports
industry for 70+ years,
and Ryan is carrying on
that tradition, offering the best paddling crafts,
equipment, and expert customer service.
Ryan Wiegel
(814) 518-5509
215 7th St. Franklin, PA 16323
Email: ryan@wiegelonthewater.com

Membership Referral Reward
As an extra thank you for helping to spread the
word about the Chamber and what we do, we
offer rewards for businesses who refer new
members to us. If you refer a new member to
the Chamber in May you will receive two free
newsletter display ads to use any two months
you choose in 2019! Be sure they put your
name on their application!

SPIFIY Day in Downtown Franklin

Celebrating 18 Years of Business

Show Pride in Franklin It’s Yours! Take time
to shine and do your part to SPIFIY up
Franklin on Wednesday, May 1.
Sweep. wash windows, paint, trim
bushes, plant flowers, clean-up, and
tidy-up. Every little job you do makes a
difference. Help your neighbors, lend a
hand, volunteer, organize a group project, take pride in the community.
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Chamber News
Business After Hours

Director’s Report

Our Business After Hours Networking program
is one of your best opportunities to meet with your
fellow chamber members. It’s a great way to connect
with the community!

Flowers, floating, fishing, friends, and food for
the grill - it's MAY!
April wrapped up with one of my favorite
Chamber-hosted events ... our Anniversary Celebration. It's a time to celebrate each of you - our Members. What a privilege to work with you to make this
Region one of the best places to work, live, and play.
May means MORE visitors to our Region, and
it means we will be open on Saturdays from 10-2
beginning May 25. We opened our doors on Saturdays from May through Applefest for the first time
last year, and it proved to be a great idea. We were
able to talk with many local folks who were in town
on their day off as well as so many visitors to the
region that we lost track of the number. And, I for
one, am looking forward to this year's busy season.
I know that it is hard to keep up with everything
there is to do here during the summer season. If you
are not receiving our weekly Events' Guide via
email, be sure to let us know. And, if you would
like, I will gladly bring some morning goodies and
share a bit of hospitality training with the your
staff ... I can help with the "what's there to do?
what time does that store open? who has music this
weekend?" and so much more. Or maybe you'd
like to get your staff out and bring them to our office; the conference room is available. Either way,
please feel free to shoot me an email at
jodi@franklinareachamber.org or call the office at
(814) 432-5823. We can talk more.
Don’t forget, the Chamber has members who
can help with all of your spring time needs - both
work and play. When you do you use the services of
one of our members or purchase something from a
one of our local businesses, be
sure to let them know that you
are another Chamber member
who chooses to support local.
They’ll appreciate and so will
we.

Mark Your Calendars
May 2, 5 to 7 p.m., Creekside Granite
May 16, 5 to 7 p.m., Klapec Trucking Co.
June 5, 5 to 7 p.m., Victorian City Art & Frame
June 19, 5 to 7 p.m., Farmers National Bank and
Cranberry Pennzoil 10 Minute Oil Change
Don’t miss out! Call (814) 432-5823 to RSVP

Applefest Logo Deadline
We are approaching the submission deadline for
our Applefest logo contest. All designs must be submitted to Jodi@franklinareachamber.org by
Wednesday, May 15.
This contest is open to any graphic designer
who thinks they have a catchy logo idea to make our
2019 Applefest merchandise and marketing really
stand out.
First prize is a $100 Franklin Retail Association
gift certificate, an article of Applefest clothing with
your logo on it, and the chance to have your design
viewed by thousands of people as part of our Applefest marketing.
We can’t wait to see what you come up with!

FACC Now On Instagram

share your photos!
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We love keeping in touch with so
many community members
through our Facebook page, and
are excited to announce your
Chamber is now on Instagram.
Follow our profile
@FranklinAreaChamber and
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Chamber News
Hire, Train, & Retain Great Employees

Upcoming Seminars

Do you suffer from the
“I can’t find good people”
syndrome? Do you struggle to attract and retain
employees that you can
rely on? In an environment
plagued by skills shortages,
finding and retaining talent remains the biggest HR
challenge in 2019.
 The NWPA CareerLink Business Services Team
can assist you with developing and accessing
training programs that benefit your employees
and your business.
 No-fee training and services available through
the NWPA CareerLink
 How to hire new workers and get them up to
speed quickly
 How to hire Job Ready candidates with less recruitment costs
 Business tax credits and incentives
 Training partnership opportunities
 How training and developing your staff can attract better candidates
Choose either session: Friday, May 17, 9 a.m. to
noon, at FICDA, 191 Howard Street, Franklin. Or
Thursday, June 20, 9 a.m. to noon, Clarion University SBDC, 330 North Point Drive, Clarion.
There is no fee to attend. Register by calling
(814) 393-2060 or online at clarion.edu/sbdc.

First Step: Starting a Small Business Seminar
This monthly seminar provides an in depth look
at the steps to start a business. Topics include business registrations, licenses, business structures, taxation, research tools, what to expect in financing your
business and how the Clarion University SBDC services can help you. Saturday, May 4, 9 a.m. to 12:30
p.m., Clarion University SBDC Barnes Center, $20
per person. Register online at https://
pasbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/25440.

Costars Connection Event
Join the Procurement
Technical Assistance Centers of the western and central PA regions, along with a COSTARS Program
representative from Harrisbug for COSTARS training, Thursday, May 23, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at
Clarion University, Gemmell Complex, Clarion.
This event will bring buyers and sellers together
for workshops and networking. There is no charge
to attend. Registration is required. Contact nwpaptac@northwestpa.org for details.
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Stress Management Workshop
Stress Management Workshop, May 9, 1 p.m.,
Franklin Public Library. Learn short and long term
techniques to deal with stress, create more peaceful
environments, and calm your life. (814) 432-5062.
Protecting the Elderly from Fraud and Scam
Chief Eric Foy will be discussing ways in which
the elderly and their love ones can protect themselves from scammers that try and steal money and
personal information off the elderly from 5 to 7
p.m., May 15, at the Oil City Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center. Seated in limited. Please call (814)
676-8208 to reserve your spot today.
Highmark Consent Decree Workshop
Highmark will be hosting a workshop on the
new Consent Decree changes with UPMC, from
7:30 to 9:30 a.m., May 22. The event will be hosted
at the Franklin and Industrial Commercial Development Authority. To RSVP, email Deb at deckelberger@franklinpa.gov
Understanding Occupational
and Environmental Regulations
Many businesses are required to meet regulations
enforced by OSHA or the DEP. If you aren’t up to
date, or are in need of a refresher, a seminar is scheduled for Tuesday, June 4, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at
the North Central Regional Planning and Development Commission in Ridgway. $20 includes lunch.
Register by emailing sbdc@clarion.edu or by calling
(814) 393-2060.
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Your Power to Connect

Walk a Mile In Her Shoes

Social media is a valuable tool. It's wonderful
because it's a low-cost way to advertise and stay engaged with your customers and community. But
don't lose sight of your personal power to connect.
Your customers and fellow businesses will pay
more attention to your social media if they have a
personal connection with you and the things you
post.
There are two ways to gain a greater connection: one is simply by doing some different things
on social media, and the other is to simply be out
and about in the community. Both will impact your
audience “reach.”
Mix in some different things on your social media posts that may not relate directly to your products or services but will engage people who may not
otherwise be interested in what you do. If you are
inspired by something, share it. If you are enjoying
something in the community, share it. Post pictures
of your favorite things around the region. These
will resonate with others.
Get out and talk to people. Share some experiences. Go to Chamber Mixers and events. Be part
of organizations. Visit fellow business owners just
to say hello. Follow their pages and share them.
When they see your social media post, they will feel
more connected to you. Social media is an extension of the social you. Unleash your personal power
to connect.
~ By Holly Gibbons, Gibbons Business Solutions

Walk A Mile in
Her Shoes is a sexual assault awareness event sponsored by PPC Violence Free Network and was held
in April in Fountain Park. Last year,
231 cases of sexual
assault were reported; for every 1
reported, 3 are not.
The numbers are
staggering. If you
have an extra $5, Family Services & Children’s Aid
Society is still $300,000 from their goal for the new
shelter; your $5 matters. Walking a mile in high
heels is not easy, but neither are the emotional scars
of abuse. For more information about services or
how to make a donation, contact PPC during business hours, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday at (814) 676-5476.

Student Employment Event
Would your business hire someone directly out
of high school? Do you have or anticipate that you
will have open positions? Would you like the opportunity to meet this potential workforce in one day?
If so, attend the spring student employment event at
Venango Technology Center in Oil City, May 21,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
For more information, contact Jodi Lewis at the
Franklin Area Chamber at (814) 432-5823, or Sarah
Campell at Venango Technology Center (814) 6773097.
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Annual Celebration
106th Anniversary Celebration

Photos by Holly Gibbons,
Gibbons Business Solutions, LLC

Gold Shovel Award Winners
The following businesses were recognized at our Annual Celebration with Gold Shovel Awards for making a significant impact on our community through opening or expanding their businesses.
All Seasons Temporaries, Inc.
Antique Annie's
Barrow-Civic Theatre
Barr's Insurance
Bear's Furniture and Mattress Den
Black Funeral Home
Bob Billingsley - The Trench
Core Goods
Community Services of Venango County, Inc.
Downtown Wildflowers
DS Music Therapy
Elks BPOE Franklin Lodge #110
Franklin Parkview Apartments
Gibbons Business Solutions
Heritage Elder Law
Huff-Guthrie Funeral Home
and Cremation Services, Inc.
ITC (Industrial Truck and Crane, Inc.)
Lake Tool, Inc.
Lepley's Bus Service
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Liberty Street Antiques
Melanie Krenta - Reikie and Homeopathy
Overhead Door Company of Franklin
Peddlers and Paddlers Inn
Porch Music Store
Razzle Designs
Red Bandana Winery
River Valley Butcher Block
Sanders Market
Keith and Sarah Volk/Liberty St Ale House
North Country Financial/Prudential
St. John's Episcopal Church
Sweet Euphoria Bake Shoppe
The Refinery
TrAils to Ales Brewery
Venango VNA Foundation
- The Collins House
West Park Guitar
Ye Ole Refinishing Shoppe

The BUSINESS Connection

May 2019

Annual Celebration
2019 Business of the Year Specialty Fabrication & Powder Coating
This year's Business of the
Rod is committed to the highest
Year opened their doors in Nolevel of integrity and ethics both
vember 2004 - after much nudgin his career and his personal life.
ing and much prayer. Though fiHe has expanded the business to
nances were not known, Rod Griftwo locations, and has opened yet
fin announced to his wife that he
another business, Prime Fitness,
knew he was to make this business
which he and his family run with a
happen. He called a former friend
showroom on Liberty Street in
and co-worker in Tennessee to
downtown Franklin.
join him in starting the business
When not working, he can be
and he soon employed a third per- Photo by Rich Sayer, The Derrick & News-Herald found serving on various boards
son who had just finished his military tour in Iraq.
and supporting local organizations such as United
Work then began with his then-employer, Northwest Way, various local churches, Franklin Area Chamber
Commission and Northwest Savings Bank, along with of Commerce, the Venango Area Chamber of Commany other local folks to create this business and open merce, Venango Technology Center, FICDA, Oil Retheir doors. Rod has said “this business is just one ex- gion Alliance, Venango County Economic Developample of how our community works to make things
ment Authority, Oil Region Soccer Association, and
happen.” He acknowledges that SFPC would not have more.
happened without the community’s cooperation.
Rod was on a cruise with his family, but Skyped in
On Day 1 he had 72 employees, today there are
to a round of applause. His son, Jarrad, and daughter131. Within the first two years, they outperformed
in-law, Kaitlin, as well as employees, Earl, Shawn, and
their original business plan.
Janet were present to represent SFPC.

Special Recognition Award - Timothy Heffernan
This year, we were pleased to present
tion Foundation that brought another 22
a Special Recognition Award to an inditeams to the school district. In addition,
vidual who is helping local students look
the Grant served 10 other school disto the future. Timothy Heffernan, who
tricts, the Riverview IU6, and Venango
leads the gifted program in the Franklin
Technology Center in bringing 180 new
School District, has taken his passion for
robotics teams ... folks - 180 teams to
robotics to the next level, and creating
western PA this year. This partnership
new opportunities for our students.
has lead to the creation of the PennsylPhoto by Rich Sayer,
While some of us remember sitting
vania Rural Robotics Initiative whose
The Derrick & News-Herald
around and watching The Jetsons on
mission is to work with members of
Saturday mornings and thinking “no way,” today, more government, business and industry, the non-profit
than ever, we are learning “YES WAY,” and this gen- community, academia, and local communities to
tleman is doing what he can to make sure our students change the way STEM education is delivered and
are prepared.
workforce development is supported throughout westIn 2017, Tim organized a competitive robotics
ern PA. Though Tim was at a robotics event with stutournament at Franklin High School and later obtained dents and unable to attend the dinner, he Skyped in
a grant through the Robotics Education and Competi- and his wife Karee accepted the award on his behalf.
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90 by 90 Trail Campaign Launched

ORA Historic Preservation Awards

The Erie to Pittsburgh Trail
Alliance agreed to put into motion the “90 by 90” Campaign, a
goal of having 90 percent of the
EPT complete on off road
routes by 2029, Jim Holden’s
90th Birthday, at its April meeting. This goal not only moves
the EPT to 100% completely
connected off road trail, but it
also celebrates the person who had this vision, and
infected others with his passion to see the project
complete.
A former professor at Clarion University of Pennsylvania, James E. Holden (Jim) volunteered 25 years
to the development and advocacy of bicycle trails, and
conservation of land. He was a leader and an educator
on these subjects not only in his home located in
northwestern Pennsylvania, but across the Commonwealth and beyond.
An avid cyclist, in 1990, Jim learned that Conrail
was looking to donate miles of abandoned rail line in
Venango County. Jim recognized the importance of
acquiring the rail corridor and converting it into a recreational trail for the region. This was the beginning of
a 25-year trek of volunteering uncountable hours to
develop rail trails, with the eventual vision of a fully
connected trail from Erie, PA to Pittsburgh PA.
The founding President for the Erie to Pittsburgh
Trail Alliance (EPTA), Jim remained an active on the
Board, as well as the President for the Allegheny Valley Trails Association that owns more than 60 miles of
paved trail, until his passing in 2013.
Through Jim’s dreams and his dedicated years of
volunteerism to trails, from the stance of a visionary,
developer, teacher, and advocate, his goals did not
fade with his passing; it is his vision for the future that
continues to be the foundation for trail projects along
the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail (EPT).
For more information on the EPTA and how you
can get involved and support its programs, visit
http://eriepittsburghtrail.org.

This year’s Oil
Heritage Region Historic Preservation
Awards Ceremony
will be held Thursday, May 16, from 6
to 8 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church, 1041
Liberty Street in
Franklin.
The 2019 winners are: The Derrick / The NewsHerald for its “Out
of the Archives” series, Missy’s Arcade
Restaurant reconstruction in Titusville, Keystone Community Education
Council’s Oil City
office enhancement
project, adaptive reuse and stewardship of the Titusville Iron Works
building in Titusville, stewardship of the St. James
Memorial Episcopal Church in Titusville, stewardship of the St. John’s Episcopal Church in Franklin,
Juliet Hilburn for her Ridgway Cemetery project in
Hydetown, and the Oil Region Alliance’s adaptive
reuse of the former Salvation Army Building in Oil
City.
The Preservation Awards ceremony will begin at
6 p.m. with hors d’oeuvres, a tour of the beautiful
and historic First Baptist Church, and then the
Awards Ceremony.
Attendance of the Awards Ceremony is FREE!
Please RSVP to info@oilregion.org or by calling the
Oil Region Alliance office at (814) 677-3152 by Friday, May 10. Parking is available behind the church
from Buffalo Street.
For more information about the event, please
contact Jenn Burden, Historian-Educator with ORA
at 677-3152, ext. 116 or jburden@oilregion.org.
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Property Tax/Rent Rebate Clinics

A Big ‘Thank You’

R. Lee James
held his annual
Property Tax/Rent
Rebate assistance
clinics for local
seniors to apply
for their property
tax and/or rent
rebates.
Between the Franklin and Oil City locations,
more than 60 people came out to have their rebate
applications completed.
Rep James would like to thank the Franklin
VFW and Oil City YWCA for allowing our office
staff to use their facilities and helped make our
event a success.

New Feldman Jewelers Website
Feldman Jewelers
has a brand new website to showcase their
offerings to the world!
The beautiful new site
details all of the products and services available at
Feldman’s, including jewelry, repairs, giftware, and
home decor.
Visit the site at www.feldmanjeweler.com.
The site was developed by the team at Gibbons
Business Solutions, LLC.

June Newsletter Deadline
Make sure you send us your events, news and
photos to Jodi@franklinareachamber.org by

Monday, May 20, 2019
to be included in our June newsletter.
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We want to say Thank You to Stephen Leccia
for restoring the mural on the side of Feldman Jewelers in downtown Franklin. Graffiti had been
painted on the mural that was originally commissioned by Feldman’s and painted by the late Ed
Ramage, but it has been restored to its former
beauty thanks to Stephen’s efforts!
We truly have a wonderful community with so
many treasures like these murals for our residents
and visitors to enjoy. Thank you to the business and
homeowners for the commitment and the investment that takes Franklin to the next level.

Taste of Talent Auditions Open
This City of Franklin will once again host a
summer-long Taste of Talent Vocal Competition in
Bandstand Park, starting Wednesday, June 26, during the Fourth of July festivities and ending Sunday,
August 4, at the Taste of Franklin festival.
If you think you have what it takes to compete,
visit www.franklinpa.gov and download your audition packet. Packets are due by May 10. The winner
will receive a $1,000 cash prize.
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Tantalizing Taste of Food

Annual May Mart

A Tantalizing Taste of Food will
take place at the Belles Lettres Club
house on West First Street in Oil
City on Saturday, May 4, at noon.
Several members of the club will
prepare one of their favorite recipes
including salads, casserole dishes and desserts to be
sampled by ticket holders.
Tickets are $15 and must be purchased in advance
of the event.
Attendees will be able to select and taste a small
serving of each recipe for their enjoyment. Complimentary drinks will be provided as well as a booklet
containing all the recipes.
For ticket information call (814) 677-4745 or
(814) 677-0823.

The Franklin Gardeners Association will
host its annual May Mart
festival in downtown
Franklin. Fountain Park
will be filled with 45-plus
vendors selling plants,
flowering trees, shrubs,
hanging baskets, annuals,
perrenials, herbs, garden
décor, furniture, fountains, bird baths, lanterns,
and more. Children’s tent
with activities will also be
. Many downtown stores will be holding special sales
and events to go along with the festival.
SATURDAY, May 4
Vendors in the park open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• 8 a.m. Farmers Market, 12th Street Island
• 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Porch Sale, Peddlers & Paddlers Inn
• 10 a.m. to Noon, Sing-Along, Bossa Nova Café
• 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Yard Sale, Venango County Historical Society
• 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sidewalk & Indoor Sales,
Mother’s Day Gift Ideas, downtown stores
• 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., $5 and under Mother’s Day Gifts,
Olde Liberty
• 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., $5 bag sale, Neverending Stories
• 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., DeBence Antique Music World
open for tours
• 7:30 p.m., “PipeDreams”, R Bandana Winery
• 7:30 p.m., “Crazy for You”, Barrow-Civic Theatre
• 9 p.m. to Midnight, “Uncharted Course”, FoxTales
SUNDAY, May 5
Vendors in the park open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Porch Sale, Peddlers & Paddlers Inn
• 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Some Downtown Stores Open
• Noon to 4 p.m., Yard Sale, Venango County Historical Society
• 12:30 to 4 p.m., DeBence Antique Music World
open for tours
• 6-7:30 p.m., “Echo Valley”, Christ UM Church
• 2 p.m., “Crazy for You”, Barrow-Civic Theatre
Find the full schedule at www.franklinpa.gov.

Super Max Payout Bingo
The Venango County Humane Society will be
hosting a SUPER MAX PAYOUT Bingo on Saturday May 4, at the Lee Bessler Hall in Seneca.
This Bingo will feature a State Maximum Payout
of $8,000. We will feature 3 - $1,000 coveralls and a
$2,500 Jackpot coverall at the end of the evening.
Tickets are $50/Pre-Sale and $60/at the door.
Doors open at 4:30 p.m. and Bingo starts at 7
p.m.
All proceeds benefit the Venango County Humane Society.

Reviving the Spirit of Lincoln Dinner
Venango County Republicans will be hosting their
Reviving the Spirit of Lincoln Dinner at Cross Creek,
Saturday, May 4, from 5 to 8 p.m. at Cross Creek Resort.
Meet, mix, and mingle with local elected officials,
and say “hello” to various candidates on the Spring
Primary Ballot.
Tickets are $35 in advance, $40 at the door, $250
for a table. Tickets available online at
www.venangocountyrepublicans.com or by calling
Martha at (814) 758-0451.
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Member Events
Red Eye Theater Project

Happy Mother’s Day!
We encourage everyone to shop and dine local for Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 12, 2019.
May 6-11
Mother’s Day Sale, 15% off, Something Clever
Saturday, May 11
A Victorian Mother’s Day Concert, 6 p.m..,
First Baptist Church, Franklin
Painted Garden Pole gift class, 12:30 p.m., Saturday, May 11, Boutique MALO, (814) 432-7020
Make and Take gift class, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Saturday, May 11, Olde Liberty, (814) 518-5504
Sunday, May 12
Brunch at Bella Cucina, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. (814)
432-4955, Lobster eggs benedict, bagels and lox, Belgian waffles, and treats from their new menu.
Menu, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Benjamin’s Roadhouse,
(814) 432-7020.
Mother’s Day Buffet, 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,
Dawndi’s, (814) 437-5971.
Menu, 12:30, 1:30 or 2:30 p.m., Liberty Street
Ale House, (814) 432-4955.
Brunch at Deer Creek Winery, 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., (814) 354-7392.
Members, send your Mother’s Day events and
specials to mike@franklinareachamber.org or call
(814) 432-5823 to be added to our online calendar
and a special holiday event email. The deadline to be
included in the email is Monday, May 6.

Want to try something new
without a big commitment? The
Red Eye Theater Project might
be the thing for you! This production is cast, written, directed,
rehearsed, and performed in just
24 hours, making for a unique, fun-filled, weekend
experience! Anyone can participate - no limits, no
experience required.
Have a fun night out and watch the show with
an all-original, all-entertaining performance. Cash
bar. Tickets $10.
Auditions will be held May 24, at 7:30 p.m. Performance May 25, at 7:30 p.m.
Learn more at barrowtheatre.com/redeye.

2019 Bluegrass Festival
Venango County Fairgrounds will hold its annual
Bluegrass Festival from May 24 through May 26.
Campers are welcome beginning Friday, May 24,
at noon. Some electric hook-ups are available, $20
per weekend. Food will be available for purchase all
weekend long.
Live music will be performed from 7 to 11 p.m.
Friday, 1 to 11 p.m. Saturday, 10 to 11 a.m. Sunday.
For further information, call
(724) 662-0292, (814) 425-7599,
or (814) 671-2387 for camping,
or check out Venango County
Fairgrounds Bluegrass Festival
on Facebook.

Memorial Day Remembrance
The City of Franklin will celebrate Memorial
Day, Monday, May 27, beginning with a ceremony at
9 a.m. on 13th Street Bridge honoring those lost at
sea in service to our nation. A Memorial Day parade
will begin at 10 a.m. at the 1200 block of Liberty
Street, followed by a ceremony in Bandstand Park.
Memorial Day events are sponsored by Jesse G.
Greer VFW Post 1835.
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Calendar of Events
May 1...SPIFIY day in the city of Franklin, help clean up and Show Pride In Franklin, It’s Yours!
May 2... Business After Hours hosted by Creekside Granite, 5 to 7 p.m. Call (814) 432-5823 to RSVP
May 2...Bingo at Rocky Grove VFD, doors open at 5 p.m., games start at 7 p.m.
May 3...Cotton Branches and Milk Bottle Class, 6:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, $20 per person, (814) 518-5504
May 4...Tantalizing Taste of Food at Belles Lettres Club, noon to 2 p.m., for ticket information call (814) 677-4745, details on Page 10
May 4...Super Max Payout Bingo to benefit Venango County Humane Society, details on page 10
May 4…$5 and under Mother’s Day Gift Tables, Olde Liberty, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
May 4...Reviving the Spirit of Lincoln Dinner hosted by the Venango County Republican Committee, details on page 10
May 2-5...Crazy for You live on stage at Barrow-Civic Theatre, www.barrowtheatre.com.
May 4 & 5...May Mart hosted by the Franklin Gardeners Association, Fountain Park-Franklin, details and accompanying events on Page 10
May 5...Echo Valley bluegrass music, 6 to 7:30 p.m., Christ United Methodist Church
May 5...Erie Philharmonic members will perform Brandenburg Concertos, 2 p.m., William H. Scheide House, RSVP mblack@oilregion.org, (814) 677-3152
May 7...Dining for a Cause, 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., to benefit Relay for Life, Dawndi’s Restaurant
May 7...Deer Creek Winery will host PartyLite Candles, 6 to 8 p.m., www.deercreekwine.com.
May 7...Franklin High School Jr/Sr Choir Concert, 7 p.m., FHS auditorium
May 8...Music on the patio by Ruby, 6 to 9 p.m., Bella Cucina
May 10-11...Mom or Mom-to-be Getaway packages at Gateway Lodge, www.gatewaylodge.com.
May 10...Three Wire Baskets Organizer on Chalk Painted Board, 6:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, $28 per person, (814) 518-5504
May 10...An Evening with Phil Keaggy, 7:30 p.m., Barrow-Civic Theatre, www.barrowtheatre.com
May 11...Designer Bag Bingo at Venango Catholic High School, doors open at 11 a.m., $25 per ticket, www.venangocatholic.org
May 11...3rd Annual Spring Fling, 5 p.m., Venango County Fairgrounds, $20, food, beverages, chance at prizes, (814) 437-7716
May 11...Make & Take at the Galleria at Olde Liberty, $12.50. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Plant a succulent of your choice in a teacup! Call (814) 518-5504.
May 11...Props for Yoga workshop, noon, Impel Pilates Studio, reserve your spot at www.impelpilates.com
May 13...Pickin on the Porch open music jam, Porch Music Store, 6 to 7:30 p.m.
May 13...FHS Jazz Band & Show Choir Festival, 6:30 p.m., FHS auditorium, with special guest Max Schang
May 14...Girls Night Out with fashion food and fun, 6 to 8 p.m., TrAils to Ales Brewery, hosted by Something Clever
May 14...2nd Annual Power Fluid Challenge, Rocky Grove VFD, hosted by Komatsu
May 15...Essential Oils Class at Deer Creek Winery, 6 to 8 p.m., (814) 354-7392
May 15...Sip N Paint, 6:30 p.m., Dawndi’s Restaurant, $35 per person, (724) 988-8662
May 16...United Way’s 22nd Annual Golf Scramble, Wanango Country Club, call (814) 676-6545 to register or sponsor the event
May 16...Business After Hours hosted by Klapec Trucking Company, 5 to 7 p.m. Call (814) 432-5823 to RSVP.
May 16...Oil Region Alliance 2019 Historic Preservation Awards Ceremony, 6 to 8 p.m., First Baptist Church, Franklin, RSVP (814) 677-3152
May 17 & 18...Studio 22 annual dance performance, Kaleidoscope, 7 p.m. Friday, 2 p.m. Saturday, Oil City High School Auditorium
May 18...Horse Clinic Contest, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Venango County Fairgrounds, (814) 671-1998
May 18...The Bridge writing workshop, 11 a.m., Neverending Stories, the Underground Bookstore, all are welcome
May 18...The Idol Kings concert, 7:30 p.m., Barrow-Civic Theatre, www.barrowtheatre.com
May 18...Wine & Design Canvas Painting, 4:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, $30, (814) 518-5504
May 19...Roast Beef Dinner, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Sandycreek Volunteer Fire Department, (814) 432-5601
May 19...FHS Madrigal & Show Choir performance, 1:30 p.m., DeBence Antique Music World
May 19...Colonel Drake Crawl Wine Walk and Beer Fest, 2 to 6 p.m., Custaloga Town Scout Reservation, music, food, wine & beer, (814) 758-2457
May 20...Wine Glass Painting Class, 6 to 8 p.m., Deer Creek Winery, (814) 354-7392
May 21...Mostly Brass Band Concert, 5 to 7 p.m., Oil City Rehabilitation Center, (814) 676-8208
May 23-25...Charitable Deeds Food Giveaway, Clarion County Residents only, preregistration required (814) 797-0286
May 24...Silver Wire Tree of Life Class, 6:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, $35 per person, (814) 518-5504
May 24 & 25...Red Eye Theater project at Barrow-Civic Theatre, details on Page 11
May 24...Memorial Day Veterans Service, 9 a.m. to noon, Oil City Rehabilitation Center, free and open to all veterans
May 24-26...Bluegrass Festival at Venango County Fairgrounds, details on Page 11
May 25...Beans N Babies at Bossa Nova Café, 10 a.m. to noon, Don Biondi and his guitar will entertain little ones
May 25...Fluid Painting Class, 4:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, $35, (814) 518-5504
May 25 & 26...Two Mile Run Regatta, boat races all day, Justus Lake, www.twomilerun.net
May 27...Memorial Day Remembrance, Details on Page 11
May 29...Thirty One party, 6 to 8 p.m., Deer Creek Winery, all are welcome
May 30...Thursday Night Concert in the Park series kicks off with a performance by Silver Cornet Band, 7:30 p.m., Bandstand Park

