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Get Social With Us!

We will miss seeing all of your smiling faces this year on what would have
been our 12th Annual Downtown Franklin Holiday Wine Walk. Though we can’t
get together to celebrate, we wanted to support our regional wineries and stores
once again, so we are offering an opportunity to purchase your Holiday Spirits
through the Chamber and pick them up locally.
We will be taking orders for Wine and Spirit Boxes now through November
17, for pickup in various downtown Franklin locations on what would have been
Light Up Night, Saturday, November 21. Plan to spend your day shopping or dining in downtown Franklin, and pick up your Holiday Spirits between 1 and 5 p.m.
that day. Pickup locations will be assigned based on order numbers, but all pickup
locations will be former Wine Walk participants.
Wine Box, $65 each: 4 bottles of wine from local wineries
https://checkout.square.site/buy/RNUXIV47VGN5VLHAPJ2NUHQD
Spirits Box, $65 each: 1 bottle of wine, 1 bottle of spirits, and a 4 pack of beer
https://checkout.square.site/buy/G3PTIZOMTSHGBOEPXS3XDJTK
What varieties are in each box will be a surprise...you can drink them yourselves, give them as gifts, or use them for holiday parties, and help support the
Franklin Area Chamber and our mission to promote our region.
Call the Chamber with questions at (814) 432-5823.

Chamber News
A Few of Our Favorite Things
We’ve all heard of Oprah’s Favorite Things holiday shopping guide, but now we’re introducing
Franklin’s Favorite Things: A list of some of the
best gift ideas for the holidays available right here in
our region!
We will be creating a Social Media Campaign to
promote gift ideas offered by our members. We will
feature a different one on our Facebook page every
day during the holiday shopping season to show the
world what amazing things can be found right here
close to home!
This promotion will be completely FREE for
members. Simply
email us a picture
of the item you
wish to promote,
with a description
and price of the
item you would
like to feature.
If you would
like to learn more,
call (814) 432-5823 or email
jodi@franklinareachamber.org.

Welcome, New Members
Taffy Man and More
The Taffy Man and More is open
now inside the Liberty Vault in
downtown Franklin. Stop in for a
variety of taffies, candies, jellies, jams
and more! Open Mon-Thu 9 a.m. to
6:30 p.m., Fri 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
(through Christmas Eve), Sat 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m.
Taffy Man and More
1243 Liberty St. Suite 103, Franklin, PA 16323
(814) 346-0645
Find them on Facebook

Mike Tefft - Carpenter
Mike Tefft is a carpenter and
handyman available for large and
small jobs in the area. Call Mike for
a quote on your next home improvement project or renovation.
Mike is friendly and dependable and
his work can be seen on many of
the renovations at The Liberty Building.
Mike Tefft
447 Liberty St., Franklin, PA 16323
(401) 585-0460

CATA Ribbon Cutting
Many thanks to CATA for making
some major improvements to the walkway in the alley beside the Chamber
office and the Buffalo Street bus stop
shelter. We hear ours is the best bus
stop in several counties now, and we
are sure it will be appreciated even
more as the weather turns cold. We
were honored to be part of a ribbon
cutting ceremony to commemorate the
upgrades in October.
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Chamber News
Pulled Pork TO GO Fundraiser
Hot Pepper Catering and Dotty Haggerty’s Ice Cream and More are hosting a for the Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce on November 11. You can
order a BBQ Pulled Pork Dinner that includes a sandwich, baked beans, macaroni salad, and a homemade cookie, all for just $9 each, with local delivery
available for orders of 6 or more! Order lunch or dinner for your staff, for
your family, or just for you – it’s going to be delicious!
Order yours by November 6, by calling the Franklin Area Chamber at
(814) 432-5823 or buy online at https://checkout.square.site/buy/
D5NYNECMX5I7OKFV3ZHKFSPA.
THANK YOU to Dotty for creating and hosting this fundraiser for our
Chamber! We have the best members and serve the most amazing community!

Special Thanks to our Virtual Showcase Sponsors
Our Virtual Showcase launched on what would have been Applefest
weekend in October, and we love how the videos turned out! Our project is
getting noticed outside the region too! Goss Gas has been contacted to be
featured in a trade magazine after their video launched! Thank you to the
team at Gibbons Business Solutions for making the video showcases possible.
A huge THANK YOU goes out to the Applefest sponsors who shifted
their funding into the Virtual Showcase to help us build the foundation of this exciting new marketing tool for
the region: UPMC Northwest, The Olive Vault, LLC, All Seasons Temporaries, Jim and Lynda Williams, Stifel,
Witherup Fabrication & Erection, Inc., Stephen Cenedella, First Presbyterian Church, Powell’s Portable Toilets, Galaxy Federal Credit Union, FoxTales Pub, Callaghan’s Pharmacy, DeBence Antique Music World, Venango County Historical Society, State Senator Scott Hutchinson, Franklin Bronze Plaques, Antonucci Masonry, Buffalo Street Lanes, Lighthouse Apartments, Neidich Surveying (retired), State Representative R. Lee
James, Grace Solle, McCoy Equipment Sales, Primo Distributors, Joseph J. Liotta, III, Esquire, Franklin Gardeners Association, Health Oil, Inc., Northern Pennsylvania Regional College, Friedhaber’s, Myers Custom
Woodworks, Atlantic Avenue United Brethren Church, Karns Plumbing Heating & Air Conditioning, Turning
Point, Cranberry Township, Northwest Bank, Central Electric Cooperative, Dale Woodard Gent McFate Law
Firm, First United National Bank, Timothy E. Hartle Funeral Home, Gardinier Funeral Home Inc., Liberty
Electronics, Komatsu, Franklin Industrial and Commercial Development Authority, Lowry Auto Body, Inc.,
IPEG, Inc., and Franklin Giant Eagle.
We plan to add more videos to the showcase every quarter to keep spreading the positive news about our
region. The cost to have a video produced and added to the showcase is just $50! If you want to have your organization featured in our next round of videos, give our office a call at (814) 432-5823.
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Education
Five Behaviors of Virtual Teams
Teams are struggling right now, and in-person
training is on hold. People and organizations everywhere are trying to adjust to their new normal of working remotely, and it’s a serious challenge for many. But
the reality is, without effective teamwork and cohesion,
success is out of reach.
To help support your businesses in this transition,
Svetz Consulting Services has partnered with Wiley
and Patrick Lencioni to introduce a new way to bring
The Five Behaviors Personal Development to your
organization: The Five Behaviors® for Virtual Teams
learning experience!
Wiley has partnered with Patrick Lencioni, the author of The Five Dysfunctions of a Team, for an exclusive
virtual event where he will discuss how The Five Be-

haviors applies to virtual teams.
This exclusive virtual event is
for organizations that would
take The Five Behaviors Personal Development Profile and
by December 4th would participate in their own group’s 90minute on-line program reviewing the critical stages of team
development Building Trust and Managing Conflict.
For additional information for your group to have access to the virtual event with Patrick Lencioni and to
schedule an on-line virtual team experience, contact
Gary at Svetz Consulting Services, LLC (814) 336-1305
or gsvetz@zoominternet.net.

Clarion SBDC Webinars








The First Step: How to Start and Finance Your Business, Saturday, November 7, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. or Wednesday, November 18, from 5 to 8:30 p.m.
Wordpress: Getting the Most from Your Website, Wednesday, November 4, 9
a.m. to noon.
Understanding Veteran-Owned Small Business Verification for Gov’t Contracting, Wednesday, November 4, 10 to 11:30 a.m. Email melissab@northwestpa.org. PTAC staff will discuss aspects of VOSB/SDVOSB to help
businesses determine if verification is right for them, including eligibility requirements, how these certifications fit into state and federal contracting, and the options for verification.
Update on PPA Loan Forgiveness for Loans of $50,000 or Less, Friday, November 6, 1 to 2 p.m. If
you received a PPP Loan of $50,000 or less, the forgiveness application has been simplified. This webinar
will discuss Form 3508S and the changes that were made. An SBA representative and a CPA will present
on the following: • Waiver of FTE and Salary Reductions • Simplified application – only 1 page! • “How
To” for Completing the Form • Items to Include With Your Application • CPA Best Practices for Submission
How to Market Your Restaurant in Turbulent Times, Thursday, November 12, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
The Covid-19 pandemic is just one of many crises we are all trying to live and work through. However, for
restaurants, the challenges have been far greater than anyone could have imagined. Designed for restaurant and bar owners, operators and marketers or any hospitality leader, this seminar will reveal the six key
actions you must take to improve your chances for success.

Sign up for any Clarion SBDC workshop and see their full calendar at www.clarion.edu/sbdc or call
(814) 393-2060.
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Legislative News
CARES Act Revolving Loan Program
The Northwest Commission was awarded $5 million in U.S. Economic Development Administration
CARES Act Recovery Assistance funding to capitalize
and administer a Revolving Loan Fund.
Loan proceeds can be used to provide capital for
operating expenses or acquisition of COVID-19 related machinery and equipment. Requested loan
amounts can be between $5,000 and $500,000 with
interest rates fixed at 0% for the term of the loan and
first 12 payments deferred.
“Providing capital to businesses quickly was important to EDA and utilizing existing Economic Development Districts was the best way to do that,” said
Northwest Commission Executive Director Jill Foys.
To be eligible, small businesses must have been
formed and operational at least nine months prior to
applying. The application process has been streamlined and staff capacity added to administer the program. Some parameters of traditional EDA funding
have been expanded, including 100% financing on
projects. Loans will still need to meet credit worthiness and be properly collateralized. For more information or to apply, contact Jacob McCord-Wolbert at
(814) 677-4800 ext. 112 or at
jacobm@northwestpa.org.

GO AG Act Introduced in Congress
Congressman Glenn GT Thompson and Congresswoman Abby Finkenauer (D-IA) have teamed
up to introduce the Growing Opportunities in Agriculture Act, or the GO AG Act. This bill would create
a $5 million grant program to help high schools cover
the startup costs associated with agriculture education
programs.
Restoring a robust rural economy depends largely
upon appealing to the next generation. Investing in
education is perhaps the most commonsense way to
prepare individuals who are passionate about a career
in agriculture for the workforce. The GO AG Act is
not only an investment in agriculture education but
also the future of our agricultural supply chain.
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PA Insurance Market Open
Last year, Pennsylvania
created its own state-based
health insurance exchange
known as Pennie through
legislation that passed unanimously in the House (Act
42 of 2019).
Pennie’s goals include providing a seamless transition for those using HealthCare.gov, improving access
to health care for all state residents, lowering health
care costs and premiums, and ensuring excellent customer assistance throughout the enrollment process.
For those looking to obtain health coverage
through Pennie, the new open enrollment period runs
from November 1, 2020, through January 15, 2021.
For more information, visit pennie.com.

Sewer System Repairs Funded
The City of Franklin has been awarded a lowinterest loan for rehabilitation of its sewer system, as
well as further construction.
The Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment Authority (PENNVEST) loan of $4.3 million will be
used to construct approximately 13,000 feet of eightinch sanitary sewer pipe, construct 3,000 feet of 12inch sanitary sewer pipe, rehabilitate 4,500 feet of existing 8-inch trenchless sanitary sewer pipe, place 500
feet of 16- to 24-inch sewer pipe via horizontal boring, place 80 manholes that include self-sealing manhole frames and covers, and install 3,200 feet of 6inch service laterals.
Securing this very affordable loan for necessary
improvements and developments would always be
important, but it’s especially critical now, when so
many people are struggling financially because of how
the pandemic has been handled in the Commonwealth. This low-interest loan reduces the burden that
may have been passed to customers or taxpayers.
The PENNVEST board approved the loan at 1%
interest rate for the full 20 years of the loan term.
PENNVEST funds sewer, storm water and drinking water projects throughout the Commonwealth
through low-interest loans and grants.
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Member News
Happy Thanksgiving!

Why Franklin? - The Rodgers Family

Our community service organizations are thinking outside the box and doing everything they can to
make sure the people of our region have food on
the table, especially on Thanksgiving.
Over the past 30 years, Community Services of
Venango County has given out thousands of
Thanksgiving dinners through its Friends for Food
Promotion, and this year the organization is doing
things a little differently. Due to COVID restrictions, the distribution will look much different
this year. They are handing out turkeys and gift
cards that can be used for select items you would
typically see on a Thanksgiving dinner table.
Mary Jeanne Gavin, the Community Services
executive director and Friends for Food coordinator, said the agency has received permission to hold
a drive-up distribution Saturday, Nov. 21, in the
Rocky Grove fire hall parking lot. She is encouraging people not to arrive before 8 a.m. to reduce concerns about keeping traffic flowing in an orderly
fashion.
There will be five or six drive-up giveaway lines
operating on a first-come, first-served basis. Each
family that comes to receive a turkey and gift card
will need to show an ID and up-to-date address. If
two families were riding in a car together each family will have to show proof of residency. Families
unable to come and get a gift card and turkey in person are encouraged to ask someone who isn’t already getting a gift card and turkey to come and pick
it up for them, because delivery is not available.
The food distribution is only open to residents
of Venango and Forest counties. The plan is to have
enough turkeys and gift cards for 1,300 people.
Donations are still needed to cover the cost of
the gift cards. If you would like to volunteer for
Friends for Food distribution or make a donation,
call 2-1-1 to learn more.
The Salvation Army will be hosting a dinner on
Thanksgiving day in Franklin. Details are still being
ironed out for their community dinner, but some
dine-in options may be available. For more information, call the Salvation Army office for details at
(814) 677-4056.

Opening a candy
store during a global pandemic may seem like a
wild idea to some, but
the Rodgers family had a
feeling they could bring
some joy to our community and they believe in
this town so much they
were willing to make it
happen.
Amanda and Steve
Rodgers own two small
businesses, Razzle Designs and Poppin’ Sweet Shop,
in downtown Franklin, and are thankful for the support of the community in those endeavors. They
have been involved with promoting the community
through the Franklin Retail Association and the
Chamber of Commerce, and continue to come up
with fun, new ways to promote downtown events
and holiday celebrations. Even through a crazy year
like 2020.
“The community has been amazing to us,”
Amanda said, “everyone has been overwhelming
supportive of our adventures.”
Amanda was raised in Clintonville, and attended
Franklin Area High School before leaving the area to
pursue a job with the Court of Common Pleas in
Pittsburgh, PA. She lived the city life for four years,
before deciding to move back to the Franklin area to
be closer to family and friends.
The family not only works, but also lives in
Franklin, and with six kids, a supportive neighborhood and community where everyone looks out for
each other is key. The Rodgers family also enjoys the
river, the bike trail, and the many activities that are
always going on around town.
“The people are what really make Franklin what
it is. The love and support that they have for everyone whether they be a stranger or family. They reach
their hearts out and welcome you to what I think is
the most wonderful town,” Amanda said. “To me it’s
like living in a Hallmark movie year round.”
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Member News
Cops ‘N Kids Bowling Event

Great American Smokeout
The Great
American Smokeout
is an annual event
sponsored by the
American Cancer
Society (ACS). It is
held on the third
Thursday of November. This social
engineering event
focuses on encouraging Americans to
quit tobacco smoking. People are challenged to stop
smoking for at least 24 hours assuming that their
decision not to smoke will last, hopefully forever.
Today, more than 43 million people in the United States smoke cigarettes, that is about 1 in 5 adults.
The Great American Smokeout evolved from a
number of smaller-scale events that took place in the
1970s. The first Great American Smokeout occurred
in California on November 18, 1976. According to
the California division of the ACS, nearly 1 million
people stopped smoking cigarettes that day. In 1977,
the event was taken nationwide.Different people
quit smoking in different ways. There are those who
quit abruptly and completely and those who cut back
gradually. Some people need substitutions and distractions to suppress cravings and others need special medicines. No matter which approach you
choose, the Great American Smokeout is the perfect
occasion to make the first step. Of course, if you
have already decided to quite smoking, you don’t
have to wait till November.
Article submitted by Venango County Human Services
Department.

December Newsletter Deadline
Monday, November 16, 2020
Email your info to
jodi@franklinareachamber.org
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The laughter on the lanes
that could be heard during the
Seneca Lanes Community Fun
Days was a joyous sound.
Now, more than ever, we are
appreciating and celebrating
our community heroes. Organized by Seneca Lanes and
Trooper Michelle Magee,
the Seneca Lanes Community Fun Days brought together local youth and
members of the PA State
Police, Franklin Police,
Franklin Fire Department,
Community Ambulance,
Seneca Volunteer Fire Department and the Venango
County Sherriff’s Department. The mission of the
event was to build a positive connection between the
two groups while enjoying the sport of bowling. A
great evening was had by all, with everyone leaving
with a gift bag and a smile. One lucky kid even won
a free bowling ball!

ORLA Photography Contest Open
The Oil Region Library Association invites you to
enter their amateur photography contest. The contest
theme is “enjoying life.”
The contest is open to two age groups: Ages 7-16
can enter for $3 and ages 17 and up can enter for $5
each. The prize for the younger group will be a goody
basket. The older category winner will receive dinner
for two from Bella Cucina.
Entries can be dropped off at the Franklin Public
Library from November 2 through November 14.
The winners will be announced on December 2.
For more information, stop by the library or call
(814) 432-5062.
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Member News
Bridges out of Poverty

Charitable Deeds Utility Campaign

Venango County Human Services is offering a
virtual version of Bridges Out of Poverty 2 with Jodi
Pfarr on Tuesday, November 17. The workshop will
be held from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and will be held
on Zoom. You are welcome to join Part 2 even if you
were unable to attend Part 1.
You will need access to a computer with a microphone and camera. If this is a challenge for you,
please contact me and we will discuss.
There is no cost to you for the workshop and any
handouts will be mailed to you prior to the event.
Registration is required so that you can be e-mailed
your Zoom link at a later date. The registration deadline is October 30, 2020. Please register here by holding down control when clicking on the link below:
If you have any questions or need information,
please contact Loni Beer, System of Care Coordinator
Venango County Human Services, by emailing
lbeer@co.venango.pa.us or call (814) 432-9218.

Charitable Deeds and Services helps the poor and
needy in Venango, Clarion and Forest counties. This
year marks their 19th Annual Utility Campaign and in
all those years, they have yet to turn anyone away that
needed their help, if they were worthy.
There are so many families out there without
electric, gas, and water. With the epidemic that has
fallen across the world, people are struggling harder
than ever before.
Charitable Deeds has 1,000-plus members. It has
no expenses, no administration fees, and no one gets
paid. There are two local families that take care of all
the expenses that they may incur. Because of this,
they can give back 100 percent of what they raise to
the poor and needy. Their members do this for the
love of God and neighbor. They started their campaign in October and will run through the cold winter months. They started the campaign early this year,
due to the overwhelming number of requests coming
in daily.
They are asking the public, businesses, churches,
trusts, charities, and other organizations to help with
this campaign. Tax-deductible donations can be sent
to Charitable Deeds and Services, 98 Hickory Nut
Lane, Knox, PA 16232. For more information on
Charitable Deeds and how you can contribute, call
(814) 221-9966.

2nd Annual Precious Presents Donation Drive
Gardinier Funeral Home is asking for your help in collecting supplies for shelter pets in need. You can help by
donating items such as cleaning supplies, large towels, unopened pet supplies, laundry soap, cat and dog toys,
and/or by making a monetary donation to Precious Paws Animal Rescue now through November 30. Donations can be dropped off at Gardinier Funeral Home, Shear Expressions Hair Salon, Franklin Area Chamber
of Commerce, St. John’s Episcopal Church, or Bossa Nova Café. For more information, please contact Gardinier Funeral Home, Inc., at (814) 437-3048. Checks should be made payable to Precious Paws Animal Rescue.
Precious Paws is also celebrating Kongsgiving, where every $10 donated will help spoil a rescue dog with a
Kong chew toy stuffed with pet-friendly Thanksgiving food.
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Member News
10 Tips for Picking Passwords
According to Verizon’s Data Breach Report, weak
or stolen passwords account for 81% of hacking related security breaches. Here are 10 tips when selecting a
password:
Do not reuse passwords. Just to be safe, create a
password for every service you have!
Always use multi-factor authentication. Have some
method of login verification. Multi-factor authentication (MFA) is defined as a security mechanism that
requires an individual to provide two or more credentials to confirm their identity.
The longer the password the better. Use a good
mix of letters, numbers, and characters. Test your
password strength on https://
password.kaspersky.com/. Don’t use common dictionary words in your password. The password of
“Password1” does not pass the test.
Change those company passwords. If an employee
leaves your company or organization, take appropriate
measures to secure ALL company accounts.
Never use personal information in passwords.
Forgo using the names of your cats, dogs or fish. No
kids’ names or street addresses either. Avoid all personal information.
Use passwords that are complex. Test this pass-

word on Kaspersky: 1We7&a%JD*#H. It says that
this password does not appear in any databases of
leaked passwords. So, if you keep it safe, this password
passes the test.
Monitor and audit your passwords. change those
strong passwords every six months or so.
Be aware of your surroundings when typing in
your password. Be cautious of what you are inputting
and accessing on a public network.
Don’t share your password with anyone.
Use a password manager and keep separate accounts for personal and work. Some examples of
password managers are: 1Password, LastPass, Keeper,
Dashlane, KeePass.
Also, 52% of streaming video customers share
their site password. Don’t do it! Sharing is not caring
and is downright risky! Lastly, the companies you deal
with on a regular basis will never ask you for your
password over the phone, nor will they ask for your
bank information. So, be aware of those trying to trick
you into giving them information – they are not your
friends, they are hackers.
If this article inspires you to secure those passwords and protect your identity, I’ve done my job.
~Holly Lynn Gibbons, Gibbons Business Solutions, LLC

Rossbacher Welcomes New Staff
Rossbacher Insurance Group is pleased
to announce the addition of Nicholas Gammello as an Insurance Agent at the Cranberry location. Nick comes to Rossbacher
with a background in insurance as he formerly worked for New York Life in Pittsburgh as a Financial Services Professional.
In his former role, he worked hard to
create meaningful and trustful relationships
with his customers, while he helped them build and
protect their assets through insurance and investment
solutions. Nick looks forward to building upon these
same relationships as well as creating new ones. His
main focus will continue to be based around helping
customers make educated and financially-sound deciPage 9

sions to protect their families and assets. Nick
would also like to thank the entire Rossbacher
family for making him feel immediately at
home. He is honored to work for a company
that genuinely cares about its own team members as much as it does to their invaluable and
loyal customers.
Nick is excited about the opportunity to work
closer to home, in the community that he grew
up in. He looks forward to getting more involved in
the community and growing new relationships.
Nick is a Franklin resident and lives with his girlfriend Erica. He is a graduate of Slippery Rock University where he earned his Bachelors in Exercise Science.
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Holiday Promotions
SHOP LOCAL Wherever You Are!
Franklin, PA is always a beautiful place to be and our community spirit is
never stronger than it is during the holiday season. We have AMAZING
stores where you can find unique gifts at great prices, and our residents pull
out all the stops when it comes to decorating for the season. Be sure to
spend some time visiting our stores (or call for curbside pickup or mailing)
and check out the lights and window displays to get in the holiday spirit.

Outdoor Christmas Tree Extravaganza

The Franklin Area Partnership will present the first ever outdoor Christmas Tree Extravaganza to benefit Barrow-Civic Theatre. Businesses and organizations can purchase a tree that will be set up in Fountain Park, that they can decorate however they like.
Trees are $45 for non-profits or $95 for for-profits. Trees will be set up and ready for decoration by November
15. To order a tree, email rbeith@franklinpa.gov or call (814) 437-1619 ext. 123.

Window and Outdoor Display Contest

Help make the town sparkle with your holiday lights and window displays and your business could win a
cash prize! The City of Franklin and Franklin Retail Association are decorating the downtown to welcome
shoppers, and are offering prizes for the best Christmas Windows: Best Overall - $200, Best Theme - $100,
Most Lights - $100, Most Creative - $100, Sponsored by the Franklin Fine Arts Council and the Franklin Retail Association, Best Outdoor Display - $100, Sponsored by Galaxy Federal Credit Union. Judging will take place November
21, so be sure to have your display complete before then!

Get Lit House Decorating Contest

Enter your home in the Get Lit House Decorating Contest: Cash prizes will be awarded for best in show,
most lights, largest display, most creative/whimsical, and best theme. There is a $10 registration fee to enter, $5
of which will be donated to Barrow-Civic Theatre. Send your registration form to the Franklin Fine Arts Council, 430 13th Street, Franklin, PA 16323.

Christmas Cash

The City of Franklin and Franklin Retail Association are doing their Christmas Cash promotion once again
this year. Christmas Cash is “funny money” that customers can win in order to spend it at participating businesses and stores. For each purchase of $15, or more, a customer will receive one (1) chance to enter their
name in a main drawing that can win them “Christmas Cash” to use at those businesses that participate in this
promotion. Each business will design an entry box for them to enter their names. The prizes will be awarded
before Christmas so shoppers can use it for their holiday shopping! If you would like more information on this
program, please call Ronnie Beith at (814) 437-1619 ext 123.

Shop Local—open until 7 on Fridays

Many of our downtown stores have decided to stay open late on Friday evenings until 7 p.m. through the
end of the year to make shopping locally more convenient for you...as if you needed another reason to support
them! As always, we encourage you to check with local stores before shopping online. You can find unique
items and you’ll be supporting the stores that make our region magical year round.

Black Friday, Small Business Saturday

Two of the biggest shopping days of the year will take place in November: Black Friday, November 27,
and Small Business Saturday, November 28. Many stores are spreading out the sales in order to limit crowd
sizes. Follow your favorite local stores on social media and watch for specials and more. Help your favorite
stores and restaurants by liking their pages and sharing their promotions. With so many events canceled and
people staying indoors, our businesses need your support more than ever!
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Member Spotlight
City Grub
After sitting empty for 25 years, new life was
breathed into the former Dick’s Dairy Store in Franklin’s Third Ward this year, thanks to Todd and Chasity
Zahner.
The couple has been running Country Grub in
Polk, for years, winning awards for their tasty wings
and filling bellies with delicious, homemade meals and
from-scratch desserts. With the success of their first
business, they decided to increase their reach and
opened City Grub in May 2020.
The couple did most of the work inside the City
Grub building on their own. “(Todd) did a lot of work
to it. He’s not a contractor either. He just did what he
could the best way he knew how and here we are. It’s
not perfect but if you know Todd and myself, that’s
alright by us. We’re not fancy people.”
City Grub is a small deli that offers a variety of
foods that are “homemade with lots of love for our
wonderful community” ready for carryout for people
on the go. Their breakfast ‘sammiches’ are an especially
huge hit, along with their delicious desserts.
The Zahners use their business to enrich both
communities where they are located. They had their
first Halloween event with free hot chocolate and
hotdogs for trick or treaters at City Grub in October,
and this month they will host their second annual free
Thanksgiving Dinner for those who otherwise would
be celebrating the holiday alone.
“Sometimes folks don’t have the family we do and
it pulled on my heartstrings. So, we decided to provide
a place for folks to gather and have a nice dinner together, all on us.”
The Zahners’ mission is to serve their community
doing what they enjoy, filling bellies, and their hard
work has been paying off not just for them, but for the
communities they feed.
“We work exceptionally well together. We have
fun. Most of our staff comment on how when they
grow up they wanna have a relationship just like us.
When you’re madly in love, you can move mountains.”
We are so thankful that entrepreneurs like the Zahners are making our community a more vibrant and
delicious place to live. If you haven’t yet, stop by City
Grub and treat yourself today!
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City Grub
Chasity and Todd Zahner
217 Grant Street, Franklin, PA
(814) 437-7437
Follow them on Facebook for daily specials
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Member Events
River Ridge Farm Tours

Fundraiser for Franklin Preservation

Join the
Venango
County Historical Society on
Tuesday, November 10, for
tours of River
Ridge Mansion,
the home everyone wants to
see!
The tours will take place at 3 and 6 pm. Reservations are required in advance. To make your reservations please reach out to the Historical Society by
phone (814) 432-8260, or email vchistory2019@gmail.com.

Olde Liberty will host a fundraiser class for the
Historic Preservation Society on Sunday, November
15, starting at 1 p.m.
Participants will create a Basket Wall organizer.
All materials and instruction are included for $35 per
person.
Call Olde Liberty at (814) 518-5504 to reserve
your space.

Virtual Public Input Meeting
A virtual public meeting for safety study of the
Route 62-Route 8 intersection and 15th Street Hill
in Venango County is scheduled from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 12. The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation said the study
area includes 15th Street from Bell Avenue in Franklin to Gurney Road at the border of the city and
Sandycreek Township, and the intersection of Route
62 (Mercer Road) and Route 8 near the border with
Frenchcreek Township.
To register, go to
http://www.penndot.gov/District1, click on the
“Public Meetings/Studies” link in the “Resources”
panel, choose the “Venango County” tile and select
the “15th Street Hill Study.”
Those unable to access the meeting or comment
form online may contact Greg Maser, PennDOT
project manager, at 814-678-7035 or send an email
to 15thStreetHillStudy@wrallp.com. Anyone with
special needs or concerns also may contact Maser or
send an email.
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YMCA’s Ultimate Sportsman’s Raffle
Tickets are available at the Franklin YMCA for
their annual YMCA’s Ultimate Sportsman’s Raffle.
A $20 donation gets you entered for 26 prizes
including hunting and kayaking packages, overnight
cabin stays, outdoor furniture, flooring, Gift Certificates and more!
Proceeds benefit our local YMCAs - Franklin,
Grove City, Oil City and Clarion. The Virtual Drawing will be Saturday, November 21 at 10 a.m. online.
For more information call the Y at (814) 4322138.

Ladies Day at Feldman & Clever

Feldman Jewelers and Something Clever will hold
their annual Ladies Day on November 30, from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. This event will feature some of their
best sales of the year!
There will be sales, free gift with purchase, gift
wrapping, and an opportunity for ladies to fill out
their own wish lists.
For more information, call (814) 432-5925 or
(814) 432-3964.
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Serving our members since 1913

Flyers included in this newsletter are
provided by members and do not
necessarily reflect the Chamber’s views.
Calendar of Events
November 2-14...ORLA Library Amateur Photo Contest Fundraiser. Details on Page 7.
November 3...Don’t forget to vote today! Make your voice heard!
November 5, 12 & 19...Live music at Wanango Country Club, 7 to 9 p.m.
November 6-8...Open House at The Woods at Wyattville, free gifts and goodies
November 7, 14, 21, 28...Live music at Foxtales Pub, starting at 9 p.m.
November 7...Wire Pumpkin Centerpiece class at Olde Liberty, 4:30 p.m. Call
(814) 518-5504 to sign up.
November 11...BBQ Pulled Pork TO GO fundraiser. Details on Page 3. Order by
calling (814) 432-5823 or at
https://checkout.square.site/buy/D5NYNECMX5I7OKFV3ZHKFSPA
November 12...Public Meeting to address Routes 62, 8, and 15th Street Hill. Details
on Page 12.
November 14...Fall Fashion Show at the Crawford Center in Emlenton. Call (724) 867-0693 for details.
November 14...Intro to Pilates Workshop, 11:30 a.m., sign up at www.impelpilates.com
November 14...Interchangeable HOME Sign, 4:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, Call (814) 518-5504 to register.
November 15...9 Pin No Tap Tournament, Seneca Lanes, sign up by calling (814) 676-4618.
November 15...Olde Liberty will host a basket wall organizer fundraiser for the Venango County Historical
Society, call (814) 518-5504 to sign up.
November 19-21...Charitable Deeds Garage Sale, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., 260 High Point Road, Knox
November 21...Friends for Food Drive Up Food Distribution. Details on Page 6.
November 21...Christmas Tree Extravaganza Grand Opening in lieu of Light Up Night
November 21...YMCA Ultimate Sportsman’s Raffle Drawing, details on Page 12.
November 20...15” Tall Gnome Decoration Class, 6:30 p.m., Olde Liberty, (814) 518-5504
November 26...Happy Thanksgiving! The Chamber office will be closed Thursday and Friday.
November 27...Black Friday, biggest shopping day of the year!
November 28...Small Business Saturday, SHOP LOCAL wherever you are and support your neighbors!
November 28...Pop Up Shop at Olde Liberty, vendors call (814) 518-5504 for more information
November 28...Ornament Wreath Class at Olde Liberty, 5:30 p.m. (814) 518-5504
November 30...Ladies Day at Feldman Jewelers and Something Clever, Details on Page 12.
Thursdays and Fridays...Wild Crafters Kitchen Menu at Gateway Lodge, www.gatewaylodge.com.
Find our full calendar online at www.franklinareachamber.org/events/calendar
Offering a special for Thanksgiving? Send your details to jodi@franklinareachamber.org.

Presented by Hot Pepper Catering & Haggerty’s Ice Cream

Wednesday, November 11
Pick up from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Haggerty’s Ice Cream,
1007 Liberty Street, Franklin
*Local delivery available
for orders of 6 or more!
$9.00 each includes a BBQ
pulled pork sandwich, baked
beans, macaroni salad, and a
homemade cookie.
Orders must be placed by November 6,
by calling the Chamber at (814) 432-5823 or online at
https://checkout.square.site/buy/
D5NYNECMX5I7OKFV3ZHKFSPA
This is a fundraiser for the Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce.
We want to thank Dotty Haggerty for this kind gesture in such an unpredictable
time! Please support our cause and your local businesses, now more than ever!

Ladies Day
At Feldman Jewelers and
Something Clever
Monday, November 30th
10am-6pm
Fill out your
wish list for
Santa!

Free gift with purchase!
We’ll even help
with the wrapping!
Liberty Street in Downtown Franklin
Feldman Jewelers 432-5925
Something Clever 432-3964

