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Our office will be closed
September 2, 2019.

Our region was shocked in
August when the governor’s
office announced the closure of
Polk Center within the next
three years.
The decision does not only
mean the loss of a home for the
center’s nearly 200 residents,
but the loss of jobs for 744 employees.
This decision could have a
major impact on our local
economy and leave hundreds
seeking employment or relocating out of the area.
The Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce has met with local elected officials,
representatives of AFSCME, and other officials to make a concerted effort to save
Polk Center. Our mission is to make the Franklin area a great place to live, work,
and visit, and employers like Polk Center are a big part of that picture. Efforts to
save Polk Center will include petitions, rallies, and local residents making their
voices heard at the state level.
This Labor Day, AFSCME has invited the public to show support by attending
a rally on the steps of the Venango County Courthouse on Monday, September 2,
at 10:30 a.m.
David Henderson, director of AFSCME Council 85, said they are lining up a
mix of Polk Center residents’ family members, some public officials and some business people to bring attention to the issue and show support for keeping the center
open.
Information disseminated by the state claims the residents of Polk Center will
be better served by living within the community in group homes, and outlines a
seven step program for those residents to transition out of Polk Center.
Before that process begins, there will be a public hearing at 5 p.m. Monday,
September 9, at Atlantic Avenue Church in Franklin. Public comments and testimony will be heard at that gathering. You must call (814) 432-0132 to register to
speak.
We encourage anyone interested in lending support to the Center to attend
these events and sign the petition online at www.repjames.com. We will continue to
keep you informed of any major announcements or events.

Chamber News
Thank You, Renewing Members

Playground Ribbon Cutting

We wouldn’t be YOUR Chamber without YOU!
Thank you, renewing members, for your continued support of the Franklin Area Chamber and our
mission. We look forward to continuing to work for
the profit, progress, and prosperity of our region!
Want more from your membership? Give us a
call and find out what we can do for you!
Jones Service & Party Magic, 48 years
Heffern Septic Tank Service, 25 years
St. Patrick Church & School, 23 years
Studio 22 Dance Academy, 22 years
Venango Steel, Inc., 21 years
Specialty Fabrication & Powder Coating, LLC,
14 years
Venango Chamber Orchestra, Inc., 14 years
Freedom Services, 13 years
Kardan Carpet, 11 years
Benjamin's Roadhouse, 10 years
Charitable Deeds, 8 years
Hand In Hand Christian Counseling, LLC,
6 years
Nancy Walker, 5 years
Jamie's Kids, 3 years
Venango Co. Association for the Blind, 3 years
French Creek Farms, 1 years

The Venango County 4H Fairgrounds held a ribbon cutting in August for their new playground. The
efforts to replace the old and decrepit playground on
the fairgrounds were spearheaded by 9 year old
Alaina Reitz with the help of her father, Chad.
With contributions from the community, the old
playground was replaced with safer equipment for
kids to enjoy during the many events hosted at the
fairgrounds year-round.
Big props go out to Alaina for showing us all
what a big impact you can have on your community,
no matter how small you are!

Membership Referral Reward

Chamber Gazebo Spruced Up

As an extra thank you for helping to spread the
word about the Chamber and what we do, we
offer rewards for businesses who refer new
members to us. If you refer a new member to the
Chamber in September, you will receive one free
month of advertising on our Franklin Earthcam
web page! Be sure they put your name on their
application to claim your reward!
Page 2

Big thanks to
members of the
Franklin Rotary
Club for their work
repainting the
Chamber’s gazebo
at the corner of
West Park and Liberty Streets in
Fountain Park.
Efforts like
these help make our community shine!
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Chamber News
Business After Hours - Chamber Network Advantage
Thank you to everyone who attended our Business After Hours event in August hosted by the Barrow-Civic Theatre. Business After Hours give you the
opportunity to rub elbows with your fellow business
and community leaders. If you’ve never attended such
an event, you owe it to yourself to take advantage of
one of your best networking opportunities.
Mark Your Calendars and call (814) 432-5823 or
email mike@franklinareachamber.org to RSVP
September 12, 5 to 7 p.m., West Park Rehab joint
mixer at their Franklin office 571 Pone Lane
October 3, 5 to 7 p.m., Applefest Kickoff Mixer
hosted by Golden sponsor Clarion County
Community Bank

Applefest 37 - The Best Three Days of the Year Are Almost Here!
Another festival of crafts, food and fun is on its
way! Applefest will return to Franklin October 46, 2019, and we are so excited to bring it to you
once again! Vendor spaces are filled - that’s 300+
crafters, 75 food vendors, and lots of local nonprofits that will have the opportunity to share
their message and do fundraising for their causes the entertainment lineup is booked, and we are so
ready for the fun to begin!
Applefest will kick off as always with the Apple
Pancake Breakfast Friday morning at St. Patrick
School. Saturday’s main events will include the Apple Pie Baking contest that started it all, Apple Pie Eating Contest, and the Franklin
YMCA’s 5K Race for Any Pace. Sunday will feature the Antique and Classic Car Cruise.
Our musical headliners this year will be country starlet Jada Vance on Saturday, and
Ukulele Russ “One Man Frontier Band” on Sunday! We are very excited to add three
performances by XPOGO Stunt Team on Saturday as well!
We want to thank all of the sponsors, residents, and local businesses for all of your
support! There would be no Applefest without it!
The final schedule will be available at www.franklinapplefest.com. Follow us on Facebook for more!
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Educational Opportunities
Medical Marijuana in the Workplace

Upcoming Seminars

Legalization of medical marijuana is rolling out
across the country. It’s having an enormous impact
on employers. This FREE seminar will address the
following topics:
 Synopsis of what marijuana does to a user and
how to recognize the signs of impairment
 Understand Pennsylvania’s Medical Marijuana
Act (Act 16)
 Employer and Employee rights and obligations
 Panel discussion will address clinical, legal and
employment aspects of the law as it applies to the
workforce
Featured Speakers:
Annette Marney, Senior Human Resources
Leader with 30+ years of experience, President and
Owner of “You’re Hired”
Katherine Koop Irwin of Tucker Arensberg, PC
who regularly represents and counsels companies on
employment related matters
Cari Harmon, Clinical Director of ARC Manor. A
Certified Drug and Alcohol Counselor with 14 years
of experience in the treatment field
The seminar will be held Thursday, September
19, from 9 to 11 a.m. at Clarion University, Gemmell
MPR, Clarion.
To register, call (814) 393-2060 or Register
Online at clarion.edu/sbdc/training.
Sponsored by: Clarion University NWPA Alliance, Armstrong Indiana Clarion Drug and Alcohol
Commission, Clarion Hospital, Clarion County EDC,
and ARC Manor.

Email Marketing Tips
If you run a business or a non-profit organization, email marketing can play a vital role in your
success. Training will be presented at 9 a.m., September 4, by Gibbons Business Solutions at the FICDA
Emerging Technology Center, Franklin.
This seminar is $25 per person (copies of our
PowerPoint presentation will be provided) along
with light refreshments. For more information call
(814) 657-6800.
Digital Advertising Seminar
Unsure what Digital Advertising is all about?
Overwhelmed by the many options? Facebook, Instagram and other platforms are NOT Digital Advertising. Educate yourself on what it really is. Learn
how it works and how to make it work for your business. No sales pitch. Open to all businesses.
Hosted by Forever Media at the Franklin Area
Chamber of Commerce from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
September 6. FREE to attend! Must RSVP. Free
pizza and refreshments. Space limited to 25. Call
(814) 432-2188 to reserve your seat.
First Step Business Training
This monthly seminar provides an in depth look
at the steps to start a business. Topics include business registrations, licenses, business structures, taxation, research tools, what to expect in financing your
business and how the SBDC services can help you
start and grow your business.
Saturday, September 7, 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
Clarion University, Barnes Center, $20 per person.
Sign up online at clarion.edu/sbdc/training.
Website Basics
Topics to be covered in this seminar include:
What to do before you start a website, Website costs,
hosts and domain names, Choose a website building
platform, Plan your website content/pages, SEO,
Why SSL certificates?, and a lot more.
Monday, September 16, 10 a.m. to noon, $20 per
person, Clarion University - Venango Campus, 311
Montgomery Hall. Register to (814) 393-2060.
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Back to School Isn’t Just for Kids!
Upcoming Seminars

Small Business Jump Start

Leadership Challenge:
How YOU Affect Your Company’s Culture
In the world of business, ‘profitability’ is king,
but the most significant contribution a good leader
makes isn’t really focused on the bottom line. If
your company wants to become an ‘employer of
choice’, especially during a time of worker shortages,
you need strong leadership and a culture that encourages teamwork. Good leaders are effective because they know what it takes to cultivate that culture.
Based on the research of Kouzes and Posner’s
bestseller, The Leadership Challenge, and leadership
guru John Maxwell’s newest book, Leader Shift, you
will discover 5 ways to rejuvenate and re-energize
your organization’s culture.
September 24, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Clarion University Barnes Center. Registration is $149 per person.
For more information or to register visit
www.nwirc.org/events or email mreichard@nwirc.org. Call (814) 217-6067 for more information.

The fall session of the
City of Franklin’s Small Business Jump Start program will
be held September 10
through November 5, on
Tuesday evenings from 6 to
8:30 p.m. at the Northwest
Bank in Franklin.
This class will help anyone who dreams of starting a business or wants to take an existing business
to the next level.
Throughout the nine weeks, you will learn to:
Set realistic business goals; develop a written
business plan; learn the basics of record and bookkeeping; gain access to small business loans, marketing with social media techniques, Quickbooks
training and other business support services; develop effective time management and sales skills;
and receive ongoing assistance as your business
grows.
To register or for further information call (814)
437-1619 ext. 123 or email rbeith@franklinpa.gov.
The Franklin Area Chamber proudly supports
the SBJS program by offering one year of Chamber
membership to those who complete the program.

Understanding Women-Owned Business
In recognition of National Women’s Small Business Month in October, a FREE workshop is being
offered to discuss aspects of WOSB & WBE to help
businesses determine if certification is right for
them, including eligibility requirements, how these
certifications fit into state and federal contracting,
and the options for certifying. Topics to be covered
will include:
 Regulations and eligibility requirements for
WOSB & WBE status
 Set-aside programs in government contracting
 Federal and state-level certifications
 How/where to certify
Thursday, October 3, 9 to 10:30 a.m., Clarion
University SBDC, 330 North Point Drive, Suite 100,
Clarion.
To register, call (814) 393-2060 or Register
Online at clarion.edu/sbdc/training.
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Social Media Group
After a summer hiatus, Gibbons Business Solutions will resume the Social Media Group that
meets at the Franklin Area Chamber office. Anyone interested in
learning how to better promote
your business or organization
through social media is encouraged to attend.
The first workshop will be held Friday, September 13, from 8 to 9 a.m. There is no cost to attend,
but registration should be made by calling
(814) 432-5823.
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Chamber News
Director’s Report

Why Franklin?

Welcome September; I have
been waiting for you!
I hope you all enjoyed your
summer in whatever form it
took. While our region will still
be hopping with visitors, in the
coming days we will all slip back
into the routine of "normal" life.
We’ll see school busses on foggy
mornings; we’ll hear students chattering on the
"hotter-than-July" afternoons; we’ll see more of
each other because our vacation days have dwindled; and everyone is back in their place; we’ll get
back to fall.
I have been trying to think of how many
“hellos” and “welcomes” I shared this summer. We
live, work, and play in a region that is inviting to so
many; I am sure I only met a fraction of those “out
of towners.” As the green fades and the colors explode, we will see more folks - be sure to smile!
They keep so many of our small businesses’ doors
open, and each one is appreciated.
This summer I spent more time than ever with
some amazing young adults - leaders and emerging
leaders in our community. If you have not taken
time to sit down and chat with some of these folks
you see out and about, I recommend you do. I
think you’ll be as excited as I am when you learn
that they love this area like we do and that they are
here to stay and help keep us moving in a positive,
forward direction; they just need asked. To each
young adult reading this, THANK you!
Fall also means kids and school busses - just a
reminder to be a bit more careful and to pay a lot
more attention. Even though every kid is reminded
to look both ways and watch for cars, they are distracted so easily. Thanks to each of the drivers who
transport our kids to and from school every day and
to the teachers and staff who are doing their very
best to mold these youth into our future; you are
each appreciated.
And, cheers to each of you as the adventure
toward fall begins ... and the countdown to my favorite - the BEST THREE DAYS BEGINS!
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Though he has strong family ties in Franklin,
Ryan Rudegeair spent much of his early childhood in
New Orleans, only visiting PA on occasion. Once he
officially moved to Franklin at age 10, he attended St.
Patrick's school and Franklin High School. After
graduating from Penn State University, he made the
decision to move back to Franklin full time.
Ryan’s wife Jess, who grew up in the area and attended Rocky Grove High School, moved to Charlotte after college and never intended to come back to
Franklin to live. She came back to be closer to family
after her mother was diagnosed with breast cancer.
She didn’t mean for her move to be permanent, but
she met Ryan and the two decided this is where they
would start and raise their own family.
The couple now own Buffalo Street Lanes and
are deeply involved in the community through volunteer efforts. In addition to serving on local non-profit
boards, Ryan serves on Franklin’s City Council and
Jess is on the Oil Region Library Association board.
Ryan said the community has been welcoming
and supportive of their business. “I wouldn’t have
been able to do much of what I have done without
them.”
They said Franklin is a great place to raise their
son, and appreciate being close to friends and family.
They enjoy the downtown, the city parks, and the fact
that the town is so easily walkable. They even got
married in Bandstand Park.
To read the full story and others, visit
www.franklinareachamber.org.
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Member Showcase
Clarion University, Venango
Clarion University, Venango is
northwest Pennsylvania’s primary
location for delivery of career and
workforce education in healthcare,
education, business, technology and
science. The personalized environment gives it potential to serve as
incubator space for new programs,
to partner and/or provide a collaborative training
location for virtually all sectors of the economy, to
provide training and workforce/professional development needs, and to facilitate and be part of
regional economic growth.
The campus fulfills a role as an access institution – to serve a broader community and population
and to bring new meaning to being a regional, comprehensive university. Flexibility of processes, programming, structure and thinking are the key to unlock the
door to Venango’s purpose and success. The goal is to
move, grow, change and meet the needs of students in
a proactive, timely way.
Venango Campus has a strong history of campuscommunity partnerships, including those focused on
workforce development. New programming and partnerships are already underway:
Individuals who have completed a registered apprenticeship program can receive credit toward Clarion’s Associate of Science in Applied Technology or
Bachelor of Science in Technology Leadership;
Non-credit courses on blueprint reading and geometric dimensioning and tolerancing are in development, part of continuing work with area employers to
create needed training programs;
An Emergency Medical Technician program is offered in partnership with Venango Technology Center
and Clarion Hospital;
In partnership with Venango County Economic
Development Authority and funded through a
$300,000 Appalachian Regional Commission grant, an
entrepreneurship academy for high school seniors will
begin this fall;
The university is administrator of a $1,100,000
grant from Appalachian Regional Commission to support apprenticeship programs with Venango Campus,
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Venango Technology Center, Community College of Allegheny County and
Keystone Community Education
Council;
A partnership with Intermediate Unit
V will help individuals prepare for the
GED exam, improve basic entry-level
skills, soft skills, etc., paving a pathway to education. The curriculum is
being driven by business and industry
needs.
A $900,000 investment in facility improvements, funded through grants
and donations, is in progress this
summer at Venango Campus:
Renovation of the respiratory care lab – including
an updated training room with new adult and pediatric
airway/respiratory mannequins and full room setup to
replicate the clinical setting – is nearly complete.
The first phase of the Charles L. Suhr Library
renovation has begun. The $700,000 project will transform the library into a learning commons to better
serve students. It will bring Career Services, the Academic Resource Center, tutoring and the Writing Center under one roof with library and research services.
Training space for regional partners is also incorporated.
Additional facility and technology upgrades will
total $200,000.
Venango Campus is focused on defining its own
True North and will continue to be a vital part of Clarion University. Its increasingly important role as a
community resource is evidenced through high quality
programs, strength in serving returning adult and traditional/non-traditional students, unique programs built
on partnerships, and commitment to serving regional
needs.
Visit clarion.edu/venango online to learn more!
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Member News
Apple of My Eye Contest Open
Youth Alternatives is
holding the Apple of My
Eye contest for 2019 to
crown the prince or princess of Applefest.
Parents, guardians and
family members can submit a wallet sized photo by
Friday, September 27, by mail, email or drop them off
in person to 1 Graff Street, Oil City or 1st Presbyterian Church, 1250 Elk Street, Franklin, to enter. Please
include the child’s name and address and a phone
number where you can be reached on Friday, October
5, by 4 p.m. The contest is open to all children ages 1
to 3.
Anyone can vote for the photos at the Franklin
Youth Alternatives office, 1250 Elk Street, Monday,
September 30 through Friday, October 4, until 6 p.m.
Voting is done by monetary donation. The boy or girl
who raises the most money will be crowned Prince or
Princess of Applefest at Bandstand Park at 5:30 p.m.,
October 5, and will receive a $50 gift certificate of
their choice. The runner-up will receive a $20 Walmart
gift certificate.
For more information, call (814) 676-5785 or
email jane.klawahn-whitmer@yavenangocounty.org.

Freedom Services Accepting Clients
Freedom Services is
now accepting new clients in their Oil City,
Franklin and Titusville
locations. Freedom offers
Payroll, Bookkeeping, Tax preparation, Notary, Health
Insurance Services.
Stop in or call so one of Freedom’s friendly, qualified staff members can provide you with a free estimate.
Franklin- 1282 Liberty Street (814) 437-4510; Oil
City- 228 Seneca Street (814) 676-8800; Titusville- 104
Diamond Street (814) 775-0456; or email
freedomservicesPA@gmail.com
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McDonald’s Construction Progressing

The McDonald’s on 13th Street in Franklin was
demolished in August in order to rebuild to improve
traffic flow into and out of the business. Construction is moving along quickly and the restaurant is
expected to reopen in October.

Pink Splash/Dine for the Cure
October is breast cancer awareness
month and the 12th Annual Pink
Splash for the Cure will take place October 1, at 5:30 p.m. in Franklin’s
Fountain Park.
This event will include dying the Egbert Fountain pink in honor of survivors and loves ones we
have lost. Pink and white pinwheels will be sold for
$2 each that can have the name of someone you
want to remember or honored to be displayed. Pink
bows will also be sold for $2.
T-shirts and sweatshirts are on sale prior to the
event at the Franklin Area Chamber office, and will
be available at the event.
Dine for the Cure events have been scheduled
throughout October to help raise funds to find a
cure. Dine at these restaurants and a portion of proceeds will be donated to the cause: Bella Cucina,
October 1; Benjamin’s, October 8; Dawndi’s, October 15; Linda Lou’s, October 22 (7 a.m. to 2 p.m.);
and Country Grub, October 29.

The BUSINESS Connection

September 2019

Member News
Kirtland Scholarships Awarded
The Kirtland Cancer Foundation continues their
mission of assisting those
who have been affected by cancer. They have
awarded 8 college scholarships
for the 2019/2020 school year. The qualifying student must be a cancer
patient, a cancer survivor, or have an immediate family member with cancer.
The following students have been awarded a $1000
scholarship: Devon Klinger - Gannon University,
Colton Sutley - Clarion University, Dylan Rodemoyer
- Slippery Rock University, Allecia Domer - Gannon
University, Brooke Carey - Penn State - Behrend,
Dechlyn Sheffer - Mercyhurst University,
Emily Steigerwald - Alderson Broaddus University,
Zachary Taylor - Penn State University.
Serving on the Scholarship Committee for the
board were Dr. Gene Rexford, Mrs. Priscilla Rexford
and Mrs. Diane Miller.
The Kirtland Cancer Foundation, established by the
late Dr. Howard Kirtland in 2005, continues to serve
the needs of Venango County residents with cancer
who are currently undergoing treatment. Assistance
is for, but not limited to, things as food, utilities rent/
mortgage payments, and transportation. Cancer patients may call 814-437-1305 to inquire about available assistance or mail a request to Kirtland Cancer
Foundation, PO Box 108, Franklin PA 16323.

Senior Expo Success
Rep. Lee James would
like to thank all the vendors
who participated in our 7th
annual senior expo.
More than 50 vendors
were on hand to visit with
seniors and provide help and much needed information.
More than 170 people took advantage of the free
information as well as free blood pressure checks.The
Senior Expo was a huge success.
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Allegheny River Cleanup
Huge thanks go
out to the Allegheny
River Rats who
spent a Sunday
cleaning up the Allegheny River!
The group
worked along with
volunteers and the
PA Fish and Boat
Commission to clear
three dumpsters
full of debris out
of our beautiful
waterway!
This community would not be
what it is today
without so many
caring volunteers!

Save the Date!
An informational luncheon will be held at St.
John's Episcopal Church in Franklin on October 21,
2019 from noon to 1:30 p.m. Information will be
shared about the new homeless shelter in Oil City , as
well as, give an update on the status of the Franklin
shelter.
Renovations will begin shortly and will be completed in 2020. Pictures and presentations will address the homeless issue in Venango County .

October Newsletter Deadline
Make sure you send us your events, news and
photos to Jodi@franklinareachamber.org by

Monday, September 16, 2019
to be included in our October newsletter.
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Member News
Victorian Tea

Events Lined up at Seneca Lanes

The Venango County
Historical Society will be
hosting a Victorian Tea
on Saturday, September
7, at 2 p.m. at the EgbertMullins-Koos House.
The cost is $20 per person. Reservations are required by calling (814)
432-8260.
Enjoy a Victorian inspired tea set amongst the
wedding dresses worn by brides of Venango County
throughout the years.

Bowling Season has kicked off at Seneca Lanes!
They will again be offering events for all ages - such
as the Family Cosmic and Family Pizza times. But
this year we have some exciting new Full and Mini
Leagues that will appeal to bowlers of all skill levels,
especially the beginners looking for fun filled nights
will friends.
Tuesday night will showcase two fun themed
gathering leagues. The Winers Club League will bowl
12 weeks beginning Tuesday, September 24, at 5:30
p.m. Each team of 4 will receive a bottle of wine
each week to enjoy throughout the night. The
League will conclude with an Uncorked Party that
will include wine tasting and dinner in Franklin.
Also on Tuesday night is the Tavern League
composed of teams representing your favorite local
hangouts. This 11 week league will begin Tuesday
October 1, at 6:30 p.m. with cash prizes up for grabs
for all bowlers. The winning team will host a party
for the league at their hangout on Tuesday, December 17, where they will also be awarded a bowling pin
trophy. (Location to be announced after championship).
The successful Lend a Hand Bowling Parties will
again be scheduled on Friday evenings between 6 and
8 p.m. Each party will be hosted by a different nonprofit agency or community group that can use the
evening to help promote their message and how they
support the residents of Venango County. 25% of all
bowling proceeds will be donated to the scheduled
group. Additional money makers can be scheduled
during the Lend a Hand Bowling Party to raise extra
funds. The schedule is almost full for the 2019-2020
bowling season. Contact sfelmlee@msn.com to
check available Friday Bowling Parties dates.

Girls Night Out with R** Bandana
R** Bandana Winery will be hosting a Girls Night
Out with Something Clever featuring friends, fun, and
fashion, Monday, September 9, from 6 to 8 p.m. Tickets are $15 and include a glass of wine, wine tasting,
appetizers, door prizes, discounts, Brighton trunk
show, and a fashion show. Tickets can be purchased
at Red Bandana and Something Clever.

Pet Fest in Bandstand Park

PetFest, formerly known as DukeFest, will take
place in Bandstand Park in beautiful downtown
Franklin, Saturday, September 14, from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Come out and spend the day learning all about
pets and the wonderful ways they enrich our lives.
The event will include a Mayoral Proclamation
celebrating the bond between pets and their people, demonstrations by Youngstown Disc Dogs,
blessing of the animals, food and pet item vendors,
Adopt A Pet, raffles, prizes, doggie paw painting,
educational programs, and more.
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Member Events
Easterseals Celebrating 100 Years
Easterseals
will celebrate its
100th anniversary,
Saturday, September 21, from 8 to
11 a.m. at Franklin’s Farmer’s Market.
The event will include a live broadcast from
Mix96, free coffee and donuts, and will kick off sales
for their 29th Annual Duck Race, that will be held
Sunday, October 6, at 2 p.m. at the fountain in the
park during Applefest.
Duck race winners are eligible for lots of great
prizes including cash, big screen tv, Living Treasures
tickets, Pittsburgh Symphony tickets, Cosmic Bowling tickets, Splash Lagoon tickets, Gateway Clipper
tickets, Pittsburgh Zoo tickets and more! Tickets are
$5 each or 5 for $20.
Tickets for the duck race can be purchased at the
Easterseals office Monday through Friday from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. or at Applefest. Easterseals is also asking for local businesses to consider
selling tickets at their locations.
For more information or tickets, call
Jeri Brown at (814) 437-3071 ext. 6102
or email
jbrown@eastersealswcpenna.org.

The Franklin Civic Operetta Association will
present The Music Man live on stage at Barrow-Civic
Theatre, September 27, 28, 29, October 3, 4 & 5.
Don’t miss the fun of this 6x Tony winning
show!
Tickets and show times are available at
www.barrowtheatre.com or by calling (814) 4373440.
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Deer Creek 10th Anniversary Party

Congratulations to
Deer Creek Winery on 10
years in business! They will
host a celebration with a
food, prizes and fun on Sunday, September 22, from 1 to
4 p.m. at their main location
in Shippenville.
There will be free live music, wine tasting, food
and snacks, wine trivia, door prizes including a stay
at the Inn, bottle your own wine, TrAils to Ales will
be there with craft beer tasting, wagon rides (weather
permitting), and the release of a brand new anniversary collection of wine!
There will be a cornhole tournament, a Bakery
Contest and finally a grape stomping contest at 4
p.m. Participants for the contests must be registered
by September 10 by emailing rentals@deercreekwine.com.
If you’re already thinking about your company’s
Christmas Party, Deer Creek Winery can help! They
have many amenities to offer you and your guests.
They have plenty of space to accommodate your
party, and can also add additional items. Options like
catering, mimosa bars, sangria bars, wine, and beer,
can be added to make your party . They are also willing to do a wine tasting with each individual person
at no extra charge to you. Deer Creek has been
growing for years and they want you to be a part of
that. There will also be live entertainment if you
book on a Thursday, Friday, or Sunday.
Visit www.deercreekwine.com for more details.
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Calendar of Events
September 1...Wine Olympics at Deer Creek Winery, 1 to 3 p.m. www.deercreekwine.com
September 2...Rally to Save Polk Center, 10:30 to 12:30 p.m., Venango County Courthouse steps
September 4...Blood Drive sponsored by the Venango County Democratic Committee, 2 to 7 p.m., Transit Building, Oil City, Call (877) 258-4825 to register
September 5...Barrow-Civic Theatre Golf Scramble, call (814) 437-3440 for details
September 6...Candlelight Prayer Vigil to lament gun violence, 7 to 8 p.m., led by St. John’s Episcopal Church at the Venango County Courthouse
September 6...Youth Open Mic Night, 7 p.m., Barrow Little Theatre, $2 cover for non-performers
September 7...Shine a Light on Suicide kayak event at Two Mile Run, 5:30 to 10 p.m., hosted by the Venango County Suicide Prevention Taskforce
September 7...Set of 4 Chalk Painted/Lighted Jars in Metal Basket Class hosted by The Galleria at Olde Liberty, 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Cost is $28. To RSVP, call
(814) 518-5504.
September 7...$5 Bag Sale on used books at Neverending Stories
September 7, 14, 21 & 28...Murder Mystery Dinner at OC&T Railroad, 4:45 to 10 p.m., www.octrr.org
September 7...Victorian Tea, 2 to 4 p.m., hosted by the Venango County Historical Society at the Egbert-Mullins-Koos House, $20, RSVP (814) 432-8260
September 7...Designer Handbag BINGO, Rocky Grove VFD Fire Hall, Doors open at 11 a.m.
September 9...Polk Center Closing Public Hearing, 5 to 8 p.m., Atlantic Ave. UB Church. Register to comment by calling (814) 432-0213
September 9...Girls Night Out at R** Bandana Winery with friends, fun and fashion, 6 p.m., $15 per person, co-hosted by Something Clever
September 9...Pickin’ on the Porch open music jam at Porch Music Store, 6 to 7:30 p.m.
September 12...Business After Hours Mixer at West Park Rehab, 5 to 7 p.m. Call (814) 432-5823 to RSVP
September 13...River Ride Weekend at Gateway Lodge in Cook Forest, www.gatewaylodge.com
September 13...Customer Appreciation Weekend in downtown Franklin: refreshments and discounts all over town
September 13...Chalk Painted Bottle Opener Class hosted by Olde Liberty, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Cost is 1 for $12 or 2 for $20. To RSVP, call (814) 518-5504.
September 14...PetFest at Bandstand Park, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., hosted by Precious Paws
September 14...Large Home Sign Class hosted by The Galleria at Olde Liberty, 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Cost is $35. To RSVP, call (814) 518-5504.
September 15...Mini Music Event Series at DeBence Antique Music World, 2 to 4 p.m., free and open to the public
September 18...Sip N Paint event, 6:30 p.m., Dawndi’s Restaurant, register by emailing Brandon@outlandartstudios.com
September 19...Heirloom Valuation Event hosted by Franklin Preservation with auctioneer Jeff Pennington
September 20...Celebrate Recovery in Venango County, 3:30 to 7 p.m., Bandstand Park, Franklin
September 20...But First...Coffe Sign with Hooks Class hosted by The Galleria at Olde Liberty, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Cost is $28. To RSVP, call (814) 518-5504.
September 21...The Bridge Writers Workshop, 11 a.m., Neverending Stories
September 21...26th Annual Gun Raffle, 5 to 9 p.m., Sandycreek Fire Hall, $20 per person, call (814) 432-5601 for more information.
September 21...Charitable Deeds AYCE Spaghetti Dinner, 4 to 7 p.m., Wolf’s Den Restaurant, Knox
September 21...Set of 3 Fabric Stuffed Farmhouse Pumpkins Class hosted by Olde Liberty, 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Cost is $20. To RSVP, call (814) 518-5504.
September 21 & 25...Wood Guitar Wall Hanging Painting Class, Porch Music Store, $35 per person, 2 p.m. Saturday or 6 p.m. Wednesday
September 22...10th Anniversary Celebration, noon to 3 p.m., Deer Creek Winery, live music, samples, giveaways, and contests, www.deercreekwine.com
September 25...Free Community Health Fair, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Sugarcreek Station, screenings, refreshments, door prizes, call (814) 437-0100 for details
September 27...OC&T Railroad Brew Choo, 4 to 9 p.m., craft beer train ride, www.octrr.org, (814) 676-1733
September 27...Dogs Welcome, People Tolerated Class hosted by The Galleria at Olde Liberty, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Cost is $20. To RSVP, call (814) 518-5504.
September 28...Household Hazardous Waste and Electronics Collection, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., register by calling (800) 815-0016
September 28...Family Picnic hosted by French Creek Farms and Venango County Republicans
September 28...Beans n Babies songs and nursery rhymes for kids, 10 a.m. to noon, Bossa Nova Café
September 7...Fall Pumpkin Deco Mesh Wreath Class hosted by The Galleria at Olde Liberty, 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Cost is $35. To RSVP, call (814) 518-5504.
September 29...Chicken and Biscuit Dinner fundraiser at Sandycreek Fire Hall, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
September 27, 28, October 3, 4 & 5...The Music Man live on stage at Barrow-Civic Theatre, www.barrowtheatre.com
October 3...Applefest Kickoff Mixer, 5 to 7 p.m., Clarion County Community Bank, RSVP (814) 432-5823
October 4, 5 & 6...APPLEFEST 37! Find the full schedule of events at www.franklinapplefest.com.
ONGOING EVENTS
Tuesdays: Movie and Taco night, R** Bandana Winery
Wednesdays: Farmer’s Market, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 12th Street; Live Music, 6 p.m., TrAils to Ales Brewery; Acoustic jam sessions, 6 p.m., R** Bandana Winery;
Mommy and Me music class, Porch Music Store, 10 a.m. or 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays: Thursday Evening Concerts in the Park, 7:30 p.m., Bandstand Park; Live music, Deer Creek Winery, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Fridays: Live music at R** Bandana Winery, 7:30 p.m.; Alfresco Music on the patio at Benjamin’s, 5:30 p.m.; Music on the patio at Bella Cucina, 6 p.m.;
Game Night at Neverending Stories, 5 to 9 p.m.; Cosmic Bowling at Buffalo Street Lanes, 9 & 11 p.m; Live music, Deer Creek Winery, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m..
Saturdays: Farmer’s Market, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 12th Street; Live music at Foxtales Pub, 9 p.m.; Live music at R** Bandana Winery, 7:30 p.m.; Cosmic Bowling
at Buffalo Street Lanes, 7, 9 & 11 p.m.; Trivia at Bella Cucina, 7 p.m.; Live music at Deer Creek Winery, 1:30 to 4:30 and 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Sundays: Live music, Deer Creek Winery, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.

