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Hartford is growing. One doesn’t have to go far to see the changes
happening in our community. Growth is so exciting! Growth is so scary! I am sure we have all
heard the saying “If you aren’t growing, you’re dying”. Many embrace our community growth
– others hate it – some have mixed feelings.
Recently, my parents moved to Hartford. Actually, they moved in right across the street from
our family – 52 of my steps from front door to front door. (And for those wonderings, YES,
we love having them 52 steps away!) My parents had lived in the same country farmhouse
for over 60 years, so this was a huge change. In the craziness of this transition, I was struck
by what one of the main focuses my parents had. They really wanted to know what Hartford
had to offer, and most specifically, who their neighbors were. After providing “names” of
some of the neighbors, I realized, that wasn’t what they really wanted. They wanted to KNOW
their new neighbors, who they were, what they did, what they had for families, did they like
cookies, and so on. They did not ask those questions to “be nosy”, but they wanted to know
so they could be “neighborly”. A trait their generation still rocks at.
This has been eye opening to me as I look at the growth and changes in our community. I am
so excited to see the growth happening in Hartford. However, I’ll admit, I have also lamented
the growth. I thought I would miss too much how “neighborly” things felt when we were a
much smaller community. I have watched my parents taking care of neighborhood children,
celebrating highs and lows of life, or just sitting on their deck talking with their neighbors. It
didn’t take long to realize that size isn’t what makes something neighborly, it’s the people.
Being part of the chamber has been a great way for me to experience that neighborly feeling.
Because of our growth, more and more opportunities are being created, allowing us to get
connected with others in our community. In less than 6 months of existence, the newly formed
Optimist Club has made some very positive impacts within our community. Suffice to say, I
am also sure because of this club, there are new acquaintances and formed friendships. I can
only imagine, with great excitement, what is in store for our community from the clubs and
organizations that may not even be in existence yet!
Change can be exciting. Change can be scary. Our family will forever miss watching the
sunrise at the farm. However, we have had so many great new memories and adventures
since my parents moved to Hartford, ones we would have missed out on had they not taken
the leap and made that change! I encourage you to look upon our change and growth
with excitement and opportunity. If we all do our part to be a neighborly, welcoming
community – great and exciting things will keep happening! •••

Michelle Thompson
REALTOR
Local Office - 129 N Main, Hartford

412 E SD Hwy 38
Hartford, SD 57033
(605)528-3358
www.steppingstonespreschoolcenter.com
melissa@steppingstonespreschoolcenter.com

605-310-9415 |HomesListedNow.com
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Reliabank - A Brighter Banking
Experience

Submitted by Lisa Loomis and Mark Lee

It is great to be a
part of a growing
community like
Hartford that reflects
our bank’s philosophy
of helping our home
communities prosper,
which then allows
Reliabank to prosper.

Reliabank is a family-owned community bank that has been serving
eastern South Dakota since 1920. What was known as the Farmers
State Bank in Estelline, South Dakota for almost 70 years, was changed
to Reliabank in 1999 to recognize that the bank’s customer base and
geography was growing and diversifying and the name should reflect
that. Today, Reliabank operates out of nine branches with five in the
Watertown/Estelline area and four in the Sioux Falls area.
The Hartford branch, which opened in 2007, was the first
Reliabank branch in the Sioux Falls area and has grown
as Hartford has grown. That’s the Reliabank way, to grow
as the communities it serves grow – through a foundation
of trust, service and strength.
Reliabank also continues to position itself for future
growth. Reliabank’s newest location at 85th Street
and Minnesota Avenue is nestled on the south end of

and
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r
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Fun Family
Atmosphere,
Drink Specials,
and Great Food!

NOW OPEN

26062 ASHLEY #10
HARTFORD, SD

Live Trivia Nights
hosted
weekly with fun pr
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1021 S. Diamond Circle, Hartford, SD • 605-528-BLUE
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TWO GUYS &
A GARAGE
Mention this ad for
10% off your bill!

(605) 679-7601

BUSINESS PROFILES
Sioux Falls and just north of Harrisburg – an area
booming with growth and positioned for more. “As
we introduce the Reliabank brand of outstanding
customer service, community orientation and firstrate technology in the Sioux Falls area, we are
experiencing an excellent response,” noted Mark
Lee, Sioux Falls Market President.
David Ebbers, President of Reliabank continues,
“We are proud to offer all the products of a big
bank with personal hometown service that people
are looking for. You can count on our experienced
and reliable team to deliver the solutions and
customer service you deserve.”
In addition to a full array of bank products, Reliabank
boasts a robust digital banking platform
including online banking, mobile banking
and online account opening. Reliabank
also offers home mortgages, insurance
and wealth management to address the
full range of our customers’ needs. “We
truly are a full-service institution. Basically,
a one-stop shop for all your banking and
financial planning needs” adds Hartford
Branch Manager, David Painter.

Estelline | Hartford | Hayti | Hazel | Humboldt | Sioux Falls | Tea | Watertown

Reliabank
remains
committed
to
providing Hartford with a brighter banking
experience and are proud to be a part of
this growing community. Dave Ebbers, Reliabank
President, “It is great to be a part of a growing
community like Hartford that reflects our bank’s
philosophy of helping our home communities
prosper which then allows Reliabank to prosper as
well. To us it’s the best win-win scenario possible.”
For more information on Reliabank visit www.
reliabank.com or call the Hartford location at 605528-4000. •••

100 W Hwy 38 | 605-528-1900
Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy

Providing Sales & Service in:
Extinguishers | Fire Suppression
Clean Agent Systems | Fire Alarms | First Aid
justicefire.com 605.367.3176
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Veteran Owned Business Travis Electric
Continues to Grow Regionally

When Travis Kuehl enrolled in the Electrical Construction
program at Minnesota West in Jackson, MN in 1994, he
didn’t know that his path would lead him to Hartford, SD
and the surrounding area. After completing his vocational
training in 1996, Travis took a job in the Redwood Falls,
MN area. Kuehl (pronounced Keel) moved to the Hartford
area in fall of 1997 and worked in the tri-state area
gaining experience under different journeymen. After
completing

13 years in the Minnesota Army National Guard Travis
opened Travis Electric in Hartford in 2005. Starting his
business out of his home and a small storage shed, Kuehl
has expanded the business regionally and opened an
office in Sioux Falls on Cliff Ave five years ago. Since that
point, business has continued to expand as the demand in
the area for qualified electricians has risen and the Travis
Electric name has gained notoriety for its quality of work.
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Hartford: 202 W. Highway 38 • 605.528.7428

GreatWesternBank.com
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©2016, Great Western Bank

Hartford, SD | 605-528-6040
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Kuehl has expanded Travis Electric’s services from what they initially offered in
2005. In the beginning, Travis Electric worked on wiring residential remodels
and new home construction as well as electrical repairs. As the company has
grown, so have its offerings. Travis Electric has been adding commercial clients
year after year along with more vehicles to their fleet. Continued demand for
smart home services have also led Travis Electric into that market. The company
has experience in installing photo cells, dawn & dusk lighting, security lighting,
sump pump sensors, and a wide variety of smart home technology.

Several Ground Breakings in Hartford

Travis Electric continues to pride itself on its ability to provide reliable electric
services to its customers and has been able to deliver that promise consistently.
Much of its success is due to the support of the community and its loyal
customers. Kuehl is looking to add more qualified candidates to his 14 person
team. If you’re interested, look them up at www.traviselectricinc.com or call 605212-7647 for more information. Travis Electric can provide expertise on any
commercial or residential project that you have. Call 605-212-7647 to talk with
Travis today! •••

IN-FLOOR HEAT CONTRACTOR
ELECTRICIAN SERVICES
SERVICE PANEL UPGRADES
WWW.TRAVISELECTRICINC.COM
605-212-7647
TRAVIS@TRAVISELECTRICINC.COM

Buffalo Ridge Brewing Project Broke Ground
in downtown Hartford on June 11

If it’s important to
you, you will find a way.
If not, you will find an excuse.

24 HOURS A DAY
& TRAINING
nearly 7 years fine tuning my own recipes; TANNING
I couldn't be more

A new brewery, Buffalo Ridge Brewing, will be opening in
709 N Mundt Ave Hwy 38
excited
to bring this experience and
the Today
love of a 605.528.6000
great, well
downtown
Hartford late fall of 2018. The brewery willJohn
be newly
Call
Zimmer
605-321-8702
Hartford, SD | 605-528-6185
balanced beer to my hometown and downtown Hartford,” says
constructed at 102 N. Main Ave. and when completed will be
Chris Tuschen, Buffalo Ridge brewer.
a 4,000 square foot facility. The brewery will have a 5 barrel
“The Hartford Area Development Corporation
has enjoyed
system with the capacity to brew 500 barrels per year with
COME JOIN US THURSDAY - SATURDAY!
& Grill
Bartheir dream a reality,”
working with Chris and Damon to make
space and plans to expand to 1,500 barrels per year in the
014
(605)Fonkert,
496-3538
102Callie
N Main
Ave, and Damon and
.2
said Jesse
Director of the
near future. Owners Chris and
Tuschen
est HADC. “Buffalo Ridge
Hartford,
SD
Brewing will be an excellent fit for our downtown.
Krystal Sehr are excited to start their new business in Hart(605)on528-2739
We are honored to count Chris and Damon as members
ford, a town of 3,200 located
I-90 ten minutes west of
Huforward
0
seeing what
of our business community and look
Sioux Falls.
mboldto
t, SD 605.363.600
glanzerperformance.com
the future
has in store for them.”
“After spending more than 11 years being exposed to a
wide variety of great beers on the west coast, along with

J

BIG ‘S

• 24 Hour Pumps
• Casino
• Gas/Diesel
• Convenience Store

*OPEN 24HRS*
I-90 Exit 387
605-528-4622

WESTERN MEADOWS DEVELOPMENT
Lots available for single family, multi-family,
and commercial development. Call Costello Investments
at 605-336-7737 or visit www.costellolotstore.com
www.hartfordsdchamber.org
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DISCOVER HARTFORD WEEK

#DiscoverHartford Week – May 6-13

The Discover Hartford Marketing Team

Discover Hartford Winner, Karen Sundermann & family

If your social media feeds
were inundated with
selfies
and
blue
arrows in May,
don’t worry, you
were not alone! The
Chamber of Commerce
held the second annual
“#DiscoverHartford” week in
May to the entertainment and joy
of many. Members of the Chamber
of Commerce held special events or
sales to engage with new and existing customers. Specials
ranged from discounts, a free bag, and door prizes at Grocott
Ink & Thread to a complimentary blade sharpening at
Gillespie Outdoor Power Equipment courtesy of Shamrock
Property Management. Your Chamber of Commerce also
held its own special contest. Each time someone posted a
selfie at a member business using the #DiscoverHartford,

they were entered into a drawing to win one of four prizes:
a Traeger grill, a Big Frig cooler, Hartford Bucks, or a family
pool pass to the Hartford swimming pools. Beloved friend
of West Central and Hartford, “Trojie” the Trojan, made a
concerted effort to support #DiscoverHartford by visiting
and taking pictures with many of the participants.
With over 165 public entries made on Facebook, Instagram,
and Twitter, many felt that the week was a successful
celebration of local businesses. City of Hartford sales tax
collection also saw a generous boost with 13.75 % increase
for May 2019 vs. May 2018. Congratulations to the following
winners:
•
•
•
•
•••

Karen Sundermann, Traeger Grill
Sharon Bruegemann, Big Frig Cooler
Jonny Reynolds, Hartford Bucks
Tiffany Hopper, City of Hartford Family Pool Pass

JBS

CONCESSIONS
PO Box 39 | Hartford, SD
Phone: 1-605-376-1266
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• 24 Hour Pumps
• Casino
• Gas/Diesel
• Convenience Store

*OPEN 24HRS*
I-90 Exit 387
605-528-4622

CHAD VANDERWOUDE 605-351-7680
Excavating & Dirt Work Services * Basements
Additions * Demolition * Tree Removal * Gravel
Rock * Sand * Septic Tanks * Waterlines
Hydrants * Snow Removal

GOLF TOURNAMENT / THIRD THURSDAY
Coming in August, Chamber members
and Hartford area stakeholders will
have the opportunity to support the
mission of the Hartford Area Chamber of
Commerce. The second annual Hartford
Area Chamber Golf Classic makes a
return on Wednesday, August 14th at
GreatLIFE’s Central Valley Golf Club. One
of the more popular Chamber events, the
Golf Classic brings together a wide variety of businesses, organizations,
and individuals golfing together.
Interested in attending? Go to www.hartfordsdchamber.org/golf for more
information. •••

Families and friends of Hartford enjoyed
the inaugural Third Thursdays in the Park
on May 16th. Held at the Amphitheatre
at Hartford City Park, this monthly event
occurs on the third Thursday of May,
June, July, August, and September. The
event series is designed to engage
people of the community by providing
entertainment such as crafts, music,
or movies and creating an avenue
for Chamber members to connect with the general public. Crafts and
food generally start at 6:00 pm with entertainment to follow. Check out
Facebook or hartfordsdchamber.org for exact times and information. •••

INAUGURAL SEASON

MAY – Crafts in the Park by Knotty Gnome and Balloon Squad USA
JUNE – West Central Jazz Band
JULY – Music by Janae Sturma with the Backyard BBQ Food Truck
AUGUST – Hartford Area Fashion Show, Movie in the Park,
and Big Orange Food Truck
SEPTEMBER – Music by the Hegg Brothers with the Big Orange Food Truck

306 West 2nd St
Hartford, SD
CALL TODAY!

528-HELP
Commercial, Residential • Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Chuck Vockrodt • www.a1hartford.com

600 S. Western Avenue, Hartford SD

Located directly south of the new St. George Church

605-336-2640 | www.millerfh.com

For all your small animal needs
Dr. Teri Michaels, DVM • Phone 528-3344 • Fax 528-3398
901 N. Oaks Hartford, SD 57033 • hartfordvet@gmail.com
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday 9am-Noon

H A RT F O RDS DCH AMB E R.ORG / 7

JAMBOREE DAYS 2019

Jamboree Days 2019

Jamboree Days has been growing each year and 2019 was no exception.
One of the largest community celebrations around the Sioux Empire,
Jamboree Days takes place during the 3rd weekend in June. Events
returning to the schedule this year included: Classic Car Show, Vendors
in the Park, Little Miss Hartford, Burn-out Contest, Street Dance, and family
entertainment. New this year was the Jamboree Beerfest at Buffalo Ridge
Brewing downtown Hartford and after a brief hiatus, Hartford/Humboldt Night
at I-90 Speedway.

107 S. Main, Hartford, SD • 605-528-3415
Providing Professional Tax, Bookkeeping,
Financial Statement Compilation and Payroll Services
in the Sioux Falls, South Dakota Area

James J. Buss,
CPA
605-528-1670
800 South Western
Ave., Suite B,
Hartford, SD 57033
Email: james@bussaccounting.com
Website: www.bussaccounting.com

8 / H ARTFORD S D CHA M B E R . OR G

WHERE THE FUN STARTS
Stop in for weekly drink
and food specials!

Carpet Cleaning, Duct
Cleaning, Janitorial
Services, and 24/7 Fire &
Water Damage Restoration

Tables, Chairs &
Popcorn Machine
No event too large/small
WE DELIVER

605-695-9433 | Hartford, SD

JAMBOREE DAYS 2019

One of the highlights of Jamboree Days must be Mac’s
Carnival. This carnival keeps adding rides and games
to the satisfaction of the many a child. Leading up to
the event, members of the Chamber such as Sunshine
Foods, Hartford Building Center, Knotty Gnome, and Stomping Grounds
sold sheets of 24 carnival tickets at $15 at a special pre-sale pricing vs. $36 at
the event. Your Chamber of Commerce provides this event to the community
as a way of supporting the people that support our members.
Make sure to save the date for next year’s Jamboree Days – June 18 – 21, 2020!
•••

• Surveying
• Surveying
• Landscape
• Landscape
Architecture
Architecture
101 E. 9th (Hwy 38 & Main)
Hartford, SD • 528-6534
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• Engineering
• Engineering

JOIN
TODAY
605-275-0999 | Sioux Falls, SD
www.joingreatlife.com

Har tford Dental Clinic PC
www.har tforddentalclinic.com
A healthy smile starts at Hartford Dental Clinic!

605-528-6750
PO Box 757, 304 West Hwy. 38,
Suite 138, Har tford, SD 57033
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RIBBON CUTTINGS

Backdoor Garden
Ribbon Cutting

Backdoor Garden celebrated its ribbon cutting on Friday,
March 29th. Located in the Historic Mundt Building at 101
N. Main Ave, Backdoor Garden is a dream come true for
owner Rickie Kunzweiler. She loves her historic space and
is passionate about Downtown Hartford. Kunzweiler can
help you with all of your flower, home, and garden needs
including large orders for weddings, funerals, and events.
Call her today at 605-941-7961 or stop by her store and
check it out! •••

DMM SYSTEMS
Ribbon Cutting

DMM Systems held their ribbon cutting ceremony on April
24th at their recently completed location in the Western
Meadows Industrial Park. A unique business, DMM Systems
specializes in concert production. Since 1995, DMM
Systems has not been only working across South Dakota
producing concerts but also across the country. Owner Rob
Uehling announced during the ribbon cutting they had
been selected to be the production company for both Jazz
Fest and the new Levitt at the Falls facility. Congratulations
to DMM Systems on your significant milestone! For more
information about DMM Systems, visit them online at
dmmsystems.com. •••

3.5” x 2”

SIEVERDING CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Abby L O'Hara

Financial Advisor
2571 S Westlake Dr Suite 110
Sioux Falls, SD 57106
605-362-0041

103 S Main Ave, Hartford, SD | 605-528-3233
Member FDIC

General Contractor I Humboldt & Hartford
BOB SIEVERDING (605) 359-7723

Specializing
in Butcher
Fresh Top
Quality Meats
Since 1931!

Open Every Day 6AM to 9PM | Phone 605-528-7194
Check our website for specials at www.sunshinefoodshartford.com
P R O D U C E • F L O R A L • B A K E RY • D E L I • B E E R - W I N E - S P I R I T S
10 / H ARTFORD SD CHAM B E R . OR G

MKT-5894I-A

We are committed
to caring for the
whole family,
and providing
you a lifetime
of health
and healing.

Call 605-312-5600 to schedule an appointment
At Sanford Health Hartford Clinic, we recognize you
want comprehensive health care from local providers
you know and trust. Providers who are convenient.
Close to home. Connected to the community.

RIBBON CUTTINGS

Even in the midwest
Ribbon Cutting

On July 5th, Humboldt’s newest boutique held a ribbon
cutting ceremony cerebrating their new physical location
downtown. Even in the Midwest, co-owned by Rachael
Kapperman and Stacia Even, has brought more traffic to
downtown Humboldt with modern styles for all women. A
quick view through their website, which until just recently
was their storefront, shows an affinity for fashion coupled
with pride for the prairie. Even in the Midwest is located at
118 S. Main St. in Humboldt. Stacia and Rachael are hoping
you will stop by soon and check out their cool styles! For
more information about Even in the Midwest, visit their
website at www.eveninthemidwest.com. •••

Two guys & a Garage
Ribbon Cutting

Two Guys & A Garage, Hartford’s new auto mechanic,
held its ribbon cutting ceremony in late April. Located
across in the interstate in the Brower Addition, Two Guys
prides itself on its ability to offer quality repair service and
honest customer care including oil changes, tune-ups,
diagnostics, and transmission work. Their team works hard
to ensure you get what you need to get back on the road
safe. Owner, Josh Hamman, works hard to communicate
his positive message to the community. They are active on
Facebook where Hamman posts specials and news relative
to you, the customers. For more information, find them on
Facebook or at their website www.twoguysautorepairsd.
com. Congratulations on your achievement! •••

Travis Electric Chamber Newsletter Ad_Layout 1 5/3/2018 9:09 AM Page 1

Full Service
Convenience Store

SNACKS - CAR WASH - BEVERAGES
201 E. HWY 38 - Hartford - 528-3746

118 S. Main • Humboldt, SD

eveninthemidwest.com
Wednesday - Friday 12-7PM & Saturday 12-5PM

Where beauty, lifestyle, and plains country meet.

Handmade Projects | Crafts | Clothing |Decor
208 East Highway 38 in Hartford SD
www.knottygnome605.com

Cell 605.212.7647
Phone 605.528.8728
Website www.traviselectricinc.com
Email travis@traviselectricinc.com

R PLACE KENNEL
Training Solutions That Work!
OBED IENCE • FIELD • P UPPI ES

Located 2 Miles West of Hartford
On Hwy 38 • 528-PETS (7387)
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LETTER FROM THE MAYOR

A letter from the mayor
by Jeremy Menning, Mayor of the City of Hartford
What makes us a successful community?
Involvement.
Community involvement is a torch that is passed on year
by year, decade by decade. It’s like we are running a
long distance relay. The handoffs are critical to continued
success. We need to be just as focused on who is going
to carry the baton after us as we are about how fast we are
running today.
Our past baton runners. They grew up here, their parents
and grandparents also grew up here. They were here when
most of the streets were gravel and the city didn’t exist
south of Railroad. They have a heritage that is unmistakable.
They are proud (as they should be) of the community they
helped build. When I think of this group, names like Edberg
and Siemonsma come to mind, plus several more. They are
cornerstone families that established the foundation that
Hartford is built on. They are passionate and steadfast in
their support for everything that is Hartford. Their input is
wise and invaluable. If you don’t know someone from this
group, you need to get to know them. If you are in this
group, thank you for everything you’ve done and continue
to do. Also, thank you for encouraging the involvement of
our next group of citizens.
The 2nd group is those of us who aren’t new anymore but
we definitely don’t have the history of influence here like
the patriarch’s above. We are the people that were lucky
enough to find Hartford several years back and were
welcomed in by the existing community. Hartford isn’t a
place to live for now, this is where we planted roots and we
plan to stay. In most cases the 2nd group is the current baton
carriers. We are pretty active in committees, government,

church and school and
we make up many of our
business owners here
in town. Someday this
group will sit back and talk
about the days that Hartford
didn’t extend south of I-90
and reminisce about what it
Photo credit: AGE Media & Promotion
was like before we had stop
lights and roundabouts. The most important advice to this
group is, don’t forget to listen to the groups before and
after you. You need them. The hand off is coming and we
can’t afford to drop it.
The 3rd group is fairly new to town. Some of them love it,
and some of them are still feeling it out. Many citizens of this
group have completely flown under the radar. They maybe
want to be involved but don’t know where to start. They
may be too intimidated to raise their hand because they
don’t know if their opinion counts yet. This growing portion
of our community is our future. They are the future coaches
and Sunday school teachers; they are our future community
leaders and business owners.
To make sure Hartford continues to thrive through our next
wave of growth we need to involve and engage our newest
citizens. Seek them out, ask them for input, invite them to
a chamber social, get them involved in subcommittees. At
the very least get to know them; “Hartford 3.0” will be very
much influenced by the energy poured in from its newest
citizens. We are a great community due to the involvement
of our citizens; it’s our responsibility to make sure this
tradition continues. •••

David J Larson
Broker Associate, Hegg Realtors, Inc.
Cell: 605-751-9021
Email: larsonsellsre@gmail.com
“You can have everything in life that you want, if you will just
help enough other people get what they want.” - Zig Ziglar
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800 S Western Ave.,
Hartford, SD 57033
605.528.7364
1.800.886.1988
americansports@goldenwest.net
SCREEN PRINTING • EMBROIDERY
UNIFORMS • CORPORATE APPAREL

HARTFORD COMMUNITY MURAL

Hartford Community Mural

Earlier in March, the newly formed Hartford Area Optimist Club
commissioned the work of a “Community Mural” on the north side
of the Gage House/Senior Citizen Center. This area was recently
converted from an alleyway into a courtyard entrance for the
new Siouxland Libraries – Hartford Branch. The Optimist Club
worked with Vermillion based artist Amber Hansen to organize the
process including a screening of her documentary Called to Walls.
Throughout April and May, members of the community participated
in input sessions in which their opinions and stories were recorded
and then reflected in the design of the mural. West Central School
District students also played a part when Hansen visited several classes
in the grade school. From those visits, she took the student’s drawings
and incorporated their work into the mural. Hansen, along with assistants
Darcy Millette and Colin DeBoer, finished the design and painting began over
Jamboree Days and finished in mid-July. This project was truly supported by
the community with funds coming in from the Optimist Club, City of Hartford,
Buffalo Ridge Brewing, the Hartford Area Community Foundation, and AARP SD.
The mural was dedicated on July 23rd and symbolizes Hartford past, present,
and future. •••
Cowboy Way Church
46089 263rd Street
Hartford SD
Open Bible Church
Everyone Welcome
service Wed 7pm, Bible study Sun 8-11a

Special FREE event for KIDS
ages 6-11 on August 24th-25 .
Summer Luau with Jesus
Saturday starting at 3pm thru
Sun at 1pm.
To register and save a spot, for
details and sign up call
Children Pastor Georgette @ 605-212-2411
Pastor Miss Freida @ 605-351-1452
Children Pastor Crystal @ 605-261-7344
See more on our Web site
thecowboywaychurchsd.com
Face book page : cowboy way church

H A RT F O RDS DC H AMB E R.ORG / 1 3

DOWNTOWN MARKET - HADF INTERN

Downtown Hartford Market Fosters
Community Development
By: Brayden Hilton, HADF Intern

The Downtown Market has been a huge success. In fact, it
was such a huge hit the first time the Market expanded to
take up almost all of Main Street. Now in its second month
and with the expansion, the Downtown Market has grown
to include live music, children’s activities, more vendors,
and fundraising tents from local
organizations.

businesses on main street and the vendors, it is necessary
to the spirit and growth of the community. Events like
the Downtown Market create valuable opportunities to
celebrate beautiful South Dakota summer nights and a
chance to connect with your neighbors and friends.

Hartford is unique because it has
Jamboree Days and the success of that
The Downtown
has grown into producing more and
There are a few things I enjoy about
Market has been a more community events. I do not think
having an event like this in Hartford.
there are many other communities in
First and foremost, I don’t have to travel
huge success.
the region of our size that continues to
to Sioux Falls or neighboring towns
see gatherings like this on a monthly
to find local produce, local crafts or
basis. To me, that stands out in a good
community events. I think that speaks
way and provides an example to the surrounding area. So,
true to everyone living in Hartford. It is convenient to
ride your bike or walk a few minutes to reach the Market
be sure to thank the organizers, the volunteers and the city
instead of taking the time to travel by car to another town.
leadership for seeing the value in creating opportunities
Secondly, not only are these gatherings important to the
like this for Hartford! •••
FOR YOUR TRAILER AND
ACREAGE EQUIPMENT NEEDS

WESTERN MEADOWS DEVELOPMENT
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HUMBOLDT, SD I (605)363-4000
LUDENSINC.COM I SALES@LUDENSINC.COM

Lots available for single family, multi-family,
and commercial development. Call Costello Investments
at 605-336-7737 or visit www.costellolotstore.com

Perscription for
a Healthy Home
A Healthy Home is
a Happy Home!
- Hartford, SD -

605-759-1531
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General Contractor

• New Construction • Remodeling
• Additions • Garages

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

Your Home, Your Roads, Your Parks: Our City
by Jesse Fonkert, Chamber & Economic Development Director
Dozens of new families move to Hartford every year
searching for a brighter life. A wide variety of factors attract
folks to Hartford such as good paying jobs in the area, an
excellent school district with West Central, and a tight-knit
community. There are some that still refer to Hartford as
a bedroom community – a place where you come home
at night and leave during the day. With more businesses
opening in town and more events being offered here, we
are growing out of this categorization. For our town to thrive
though, we need to continue this trend of people spending
more of their time and resources here.
The City of Hartford is funded by a wide
variety of resources but is limited to what
it can collect. Funds come in from sources
including: property tax, sales tax, BBB tax
(AKA third penny), water/sewer use, fees/
permits, grants, and more. Each year,
the state sets a limit on what the City of
Hartford can collect in property taxes (the
largest source of revenue) by determining
its growth rate and the CPI (Consumer Price
Index) up to 3%. Meaning, the amount of
funds collected in property tax cannot
exceed the rate of growth and the CPI vs
the prior year. To break it down further, the City’s mill levy
might decrease year after year but the amount of property
tax it collects can increase due to growth or the CPI. For
example, the City’s mill levy for 2018 was 6.86 while the levy
in 2019 is 6.61. While each property owner might pay less
per thousand dollars of valuation, the City can collect more
because its assessed value grew which generally means
more households, buildings, and the like. This property tax
collection system incentives city’s to dedicate resources

towards economic development so
that it can collect more taxes while
simultaneously decreasing each tax
payer’s contribution. Limitations on property tax collection
also incentive cities to increase sales tax collection.
You’ve probably heard the phrase “Shop Local” a thousand
times, I know I have. And while I believe that supporting
local businesses is extremely important for the health of the
community, its important for other reasons as well. Since
South Dakota does not have an income tax,
sales tax is a significant source of funding.
Do you like clean parks & facilities? Good
roads? A bright, prosperous future? If you
answered yes to any of those questions,
consider spending more of your resources
in Hartford. By supporting the business
community with your shopping habits, you
help create a more valuable, affluent City.
Although you can’t choose to pay your
property taxes, you can choose whether
your sales tax dollars go to a different city
or to the city and businesses that support
your home, your roads, and your parks.
We live in an amazing, thriving town with a bright future.
But with your help, we can make it even better for the
next generation of families. I challenge you to take up that
torch and help the Chamber of Commerce continue to
create a strong economy and business climate. By working
together, more businesses and households will be added
to our community thus decreasing property taxes and
increasing services. Let’s keep showing the world that
living in Hartford means living in a thriving, connected, and
healthy community. •••

Windshield Replacement • Rock Chip Repair • Mobile Service

“We’re your best price in the area”
1-800-260-4247 | 605- 336-1220
www.autoglasssd.com
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CHAMBER MEMBER LISTING
GOLD MEMBERS
Blue 42 Sports Grill
Central States
Manufacturing
Cressman Sanitation, Inc
Dave & Co. - Hegg Realtors
Great Western Bank
Hartford Dental Clinic, PC
Justice Fire & Safety
Reliabank Dakota
Sunshine Foods
Travis Electric,Inc.
SILVER MEMBERS
AmericInn Hartford
Buss CPA
Cowboy Way Church
Golden West
Telecommunications
Cooperative
Grocott Ink & Thread
Hartford Building Center
Jones Family Eyecare, LLC
Pizza Ranch
Sanford Health Hartford
Sioux Valley Energy
Tammen Auto & Tire
Two Guys & A
Garage
BRONZE MEMBERS
A1 Electric, Plumbing, Heat
& Air
ATS Complete Diesel and
Automotive Service
Auto Glass Express LLC

Big J's Roadhouse
Buffalo Ridge Brewing
Central Valley GreatLIFE
Coffee Cup Fuel Stop
Costello Investments
Edward Jones - Abby
O'Hara
Even in the Midwest
Get N Go
Glanzer Performance
Hartford Steak Co. Tavern
Hartford Veterinary Clinic
Hartford's Best Paint &
Body, LLC
Heart T Stop
Hegg Realtors / Michelle
Thompson
Ideker Construction Inc.
INTEK Cleaning and
Restoration
J Bart Construction
JBS Concessions
John's Drywall
Knapp's Landing
Development
Knotty Gnome Variety and
Salvage
Kore Cares, LLC
Lemke's Fitness & Training
Co.
Ludens Inc
Miller Funeral Home
Nothdurft Construction, LLC
Prairie Rehabilitation
Services
R Place Kennel, Inc

Restoration RX
Sieverding Construction,
LLC
South Bar
Stepping Stones Preschool
and Enrichment Center
Stockwell Engineers
Stomping Grounds
The GOAT Bar & Grill
US Bank
BASE MEMBERS
A-1 Portable Toilets
ABR ANTIQUE MALL
Aflac- Melissa Beck
AK Video Plus
Allegiant Emergency
Services, Inc.
Anderson Publications Inc
Arrowhead Properties, LLC
Aunt-T's-Ques Wayside
Shoppe
Backdoor Garden
Balloon Squad USA
Barney & Coco's Pet Salon
LLC
Big D Technology Solutions,
Inc.
Cemcast Pipe & Precast
ChiroSport Hartford PC
Complete Media, Inc.
Concept Sales Inc.
Cozy Home & Lighting, LLC
DMM Systems
Double Diamond Lawn
Care

Caregiving
Care Management
Nursing
Medical Alert
Systems
To learn more call 605-275-2344 or
visit our website www.korecares.com

www.americinn.com
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Bill Zortman
Scott Nelson
Senator Wayne H.
Steinhauer
NON-PROFIT MEMBERS
Borderlands Horse
Sanctuary
Central Valley Struttin'
Gobblers
Christ Lutheran Church
Hartford American Legion
Hartford Area Bike & Rec
Trails Committee
Hartford Area Sports & Rec
Committee
Hartford Senior Citizens
Hartford Women of Today
Sioux Falls Area Chamber
of Commerce
Siouxland Libraries Hartford Branch
South Dakota Retailers
Association
TOPS (Take Off Pounds
Sensibly)
US Postal Service
West Central School District
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Take The Trip, LLC
Thrive After Birth
Valley Central Coop

ECRWSS PRE-SORTED STANDARD

Phone (605) 528-5000
1031 Diamond Circle

Eich Law Office, Prof. LLC
Fast Tax Income Tax Service
First PREMIER Bank Home
Mortgage, LISA BERENS
Mortgage Banker
Gillespie Outdoor Power
Equipment
Hartford Professional
Centre
Horn Outdoors
I-90 Speedway
Imagination Station
Childcare
Jarding Construction
Leisure Living II,Inc.
Mark Luke Companies
Mary Kay Cosmetics
LaVonne Klos-Randall
MidAmerican Energy
Minuteman Press
Modish Designs & Boutique
Northside Mobile Home
Park
Novak Sanitary Service
Numbers & Such Prof. LLC
Open Mortgage LLC - Jake
Droge #2975
Paul Nelsen Construction,
Inc.
Payroll Vault - Paula
Johnson
Primary Manufacturing Inc.
Puthoff Insurance
R3-Mag LLC
Shamrock Property
Management LLC

Postal Patron

