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From The Director’s Doorway
Wow! It’s hard to believe that it
is 2015! I know, I say that every
January—but it is true. 2014
just seemed to disappear so
quickly.

 Membership Counts
 Reflections
 Member Programs
 Ambassador News

As always, it’s time for us to look
forward & believe me, plans are
already underway for all the programs, events & activities that
will be coming your way in the
next year.

 Extra Nuts & Bolts
 Calendar/Events

January is always a time
of new starts. And it’s
no different at the Chamber as we begin to cleanout files, set-up new
accounts & finish wrapping up all those loose
ends from last year.

Advocacy Visibility

Credibility Networking

And there is always great excitement & a bit of apprehension as
we begin to plan for all the new
events, programs & activities.
Will our members like the new
programs? Will the events raise
Inside this issue: the dollars that we will need?
Will the community participate in
those bigger events? Will we
Business after Hours
2 have enough volunteers to pull the
event off successfully? These
are some of the questions that
2 run through our minds each step
Chamber Foundation
of the way.
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3

Business of the Month

4

Member-to-Member

4

Chamber Chat

5

Taking Notes

5

And I’m sure that similar questions run through your mind too
every year. Will our customers
like the changes? Will we have
too much or not enough inventory? Will we be able to hire or
will there be lay-offs?
Those questions are all a part of
business, but they sure can drive
us crazy if we are always waiting
for the other shoe to drop. There
needs to be a balance of planning

& estimating. The good news is in our future.
that indicators continue to see a
slow but steady growth!
Wow! What generous community members & businesses
It was just a year or two ago
willing to invest in our future.
when I said that Merrill contin- When you lay it all out it’s imues to be “on the grow”.
pressive & it makes me proud.
I spoke of the Historical Society’s building expansion—
done. AGRA Industries expansion - done, plus they continue to expand into the future.
Walmart - done. The
new fire station - done.
New business development—Los Mezcales,
Arby’s & Kwik Trip -
all done. And lets not
forget about the Dog Park—
yep, that’s done too!
I also talked about the River
Bend Trail—currently under
construction & the Humane
Society fundraising is well underway. And the chatter about
a new swimming pool is now in
the planning stages for 2016.
And then there are the things
that everyone talks about like
sprucing up the entrances to
our community. New entrance
signs—finally underway on the
east and west sides. But we
still need to improve our directional signage or way finding
signs to let people know where
they are. Talk is that they are
coming too.
If we look back over the past
two years, so much has
changed. So much that we can
be proud of as a community.
And much of what has occurred
is due to our community volunteers & businesses pitching in,
rolling up their sleeves & putting money up as an investment

If we have accomplished all this
in just a couple of years, looking into the future seems pretty
bright.
Sure we still have issues &
problems that can’t be solved
over night or even in the near
future. But chiseling away at
the stone, piece by piece will
uncover a beautiful work of art.
I think that’s worth investing in
& you must too or all these
wonderful developments would
not be occurring Merrill.
We have some great things that
we are working on for 2015.
Projects that we will be proud
of, but it will take all of us to
accomplish our goals.
So finish up your planning for
2015 & don’t think too much
about the what if questions—it
will drive you crazy! Trust in
your planning, trust in your
employees & trust in our future.
Here’s to a prosperous and
Happy New Year for one and all!

Debbe

Chief Executive Officer
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Business After Hours
Date: January 14
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Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc.

News
Friends of Normal
Park

River District Development
Foundation

Sponsor: WJJQ & Brickners Park City

Bricks make great gifts for any occasion!

Celebrate with
business
friends!

There are 4 sizes of bricks to choose from &
each brick can be engraved with names,
dates or special messages. The bricks make
wonderful gifts for birthdays, anniversaries,
holiday gifts or simply to honor someone in a
permanent way.

The Capital Campaign is off & running! The goal is to raise $1 million
for the Phase 1 River Bend Trail
that will begin downtown and travel
west to Council Grounds State
Park.

Place: Les & Jim’s
Business After Hours

Time: 5:00 pm

It’s tropical night! Come
dressed in your favorite
beachwear! Prizes & Games!

Morning Mixer

Time: 7:30—9:00 am
Sponsor: Church Mutual Insurance

Friends of the Merrill
City Band
Friends of the Merrill City Band is kicking off a
capital fundraiser to help with needed sup‐
plies and improvements to Normal Park for
their concerts. The Merrill City Band has been
actively entertaining Merrill residents since
1911 and now they need your help.
To make a tax‐deductible donation:

Merrill

Location

The 2014 Annual Membership Survey
is out. Be sure to complete it and return it to the chamber.

Donations can also be made on-line. Look for
the link and/or donation button on the River
District website.
You can also ‘friend’ us on Face Book now.

Date: 2015 1st Q—TBA
Place: Church Mutual Insurance

www.riverdistrictfoundationofmerrill.com

Friends of the Merrill City Band
Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452
Donations can be made in any amount.

The Chamber Foundation is the fiscal administrator of the River District Development
Foundation & the Friends of the River District.
Other Foundation Programs
Other programs that the Chamber Foundation administers include:







Discover Downtown Merrill
Emergency Relief Fund
Courthouse Christmas Tree Lighting
Foundation Community Fund
For the Love of Merrill

Please consider making a tax‐deductible
contribution to any of the foundation pro‐
grams. Send your tax‐deductible donations
to:
Merrill Chamber Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

Your responses help us to plan activities, events and services.
Your input is valuable.

Fire Department
125th Anniversary Prints

Courthouse Christmas Trees

Location. Nature. People.

City of Merrill’s new Logo!

SUPPORT THE MEMORIAL! Proceeds will
help to fund the Firefighter Memorial to be
erected outside of the new fire station. The
prints depict the current fire station blending
the current and old.
Cards—25 cards/envelopes for $20.00
8x10 print—$25.00
10x13 print—$35.00
Available at the Chamber of Commerce & Merrill
Fire Station.

Make you donations now to help support the
beautiful lighted Christmas trees on the court‐
house lawn. We must pay for the electricity
year‐round as well as bulb replacement.
Make your tax‐deductible donation to:
Merrill Chamber Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill. WI 54452
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Ambassadors Club:

Beautification & Facade Recognitions & Ribbon Cuttings
Ambassador News & Ribbon Cuttings
Ribbon Cuttings
January 16 at Associated Bank

2014 Ambassador of
the Year &
2015 Ambassador
Chairperson
Dr. Carri Kennedy

Welcome New Ambassadors
Kelly Zagrzebski
Wisconsin Public Service
Cheri Boeck
Walgreens

Thank you Sue Kunkel our
2010 Ambassador of the
Year and our long time
Ambassador Chairperson
for all your hard work,
support & guidance!

Wanted: Ambassadors
We are looking to grow our Ambassadors
Club in 2015 and we need YOU! Our Ambassadors are the ’welcome wagon’ of the
Chamber. They celebrate new businesses,
business expansions & membership!
Want to meet new businesses? Then become
an Ambassador! Contact us for all the details.
It’s a great way to grow your business & celebrate what makes Merrill so great—our local
business members!

Do you know someone opening a new business
that would like to have a ribbon cutting?

Thank you to all of our Ambassadors!
You did a great job in 2014.

Building Business One Ribbon at a Time

Member Programs

Have you recently remodeled your business or
façade & would like a ribbon cutting? Contact us &
let us know!

So...What’s New?

24-Hour Information Center
Did you know that only Chamber members &
other Chamber/visitor centers can advertise
in the Information Center? Place your brochures, flyers and/or business cards for FREE.
The Information Center is a very busy place
& is restocked daily.

Red Carpet Pak
Did you know that only members can advertise & make
special offers in our Red Carpet Pak’s that given to new
Merrill residents to welcome them & introduce them the Merrill area?

Our Merrill Vision 20/20 Program is kicking off
with a program designed to link our employers with
middle school students. Now is the time to educate
students about what it takes to work in your business! We will be working with all segments of our
employer population linking Merrill employers with
Merrill students. If you are interested in more information contact Debbe at 715-536-9474.

Newsletter Inserts
Did you know that only members can advertise in the Chamber e-news/newsletter?
Cost is only $25 & your message will reach
over 500 people. It’s also on our website
that receives over 6000 hits per month.

Webvertising
Advertise on our website! Cost for this great
new webvertising is only $25 per month!
Great way to grab attention to your business
Our website & links receive 7000+ hits per
month so it’s an economical way to advertise!

Women of Distinction is changing a bit in 2015.
We will be kicking off a Leadership Series and will
end the year with an award dinner in
November. Want to be a part of the
Leadership Series? Contact Debbe
at 715-536-9474.

Member to Member
Did you know that you can offer other members discounts on purchases and services as a
way of advertising & marketing your business?
If you are willing to offer a discount to other
Chamber members, please
contact us so that we can get
the word out to other members!
Office Assistance
Did you know that only members can make
copies free of charge at the Chamber? Or
use our fax machine? Or bulk mail stamp for
large bulk mailings? Contact us for details.

Our membership depends on volunteers!
Here are some ways that you can help:

We are teaming up with NorthCentral Technical College and Rasmussen College
to bring you Chamber 101 workshops. Let us
know what you would like to see.

Join one of our NEW Events & Promotions
sub-committees and see what’s new for 2015!
Help us promote Merrill with new and creative
programs and events!

We are investigating starting a Young Professionals Program. If you are 45 years of age or under
and interested in being a part of this special network,
please contact Debbe at 715-536-9474.

Contact Debbe for more information. Email
director@merrillchamber.org

Morning Mixer (Business before Hours) take place
at your business from 7:30 to 9:00 am. Sign up now
to sponsor a Morning Mixer! For info contact
Cheryl at 715-536-9474.

At the Chamber, it’s all about
You!
We are bringing the Best to the
Best!

We will be sending out a Daily
News from WMC that will highlight
the daily news of interest. Just click
on the links that interest you. A
simple way to get today’s news highlights!
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Additional
Programs

Member-to-Member Club
Join Today & Save
The Chamber’s Member to Member Club,
is a product discount program for Chamber
members only. If your business is willing to
offer a discount to other Chamber members
contact us now! Gain marketing exposure &
potential new business customers. Be a part
of the Club!
As a Chamber member you will receive a discount at the following businesses:
Put Your Business Name Here!
*Ye Old Sweet Shoppe—10%
*Blooming Wishes —10%

*VIP On-line Member Discounts— to join
email them at VIP@dwave.net
for complete details on discounts.
*Northwood's Evergreen & Wire Co. —20%
*Ziesemer Photography - 15% on business
portraits

Business of the Month
The Wellness Center
at Gress Chiropractic

The Business of the Month for January
is The Wellness Center at Gress Chiro‐
practic. It is located at 109A South
Center Avenue in Merrill.
The Wellness Center is owed by Dr.
Katherine Gress. They are open Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday from 9:00 am to
6:00 pm and on Tuesday from 9:00 am to 5:00
pm. For information about the clinic, check
out their website www.kidschirowi.com
The Wellness Center provides services in the
following areas: Chiropractic Care, Corrective
Exercise, Lifestyle Advice, Nutritional Therapy,
Spine & Postural Screenings and Physiother‐
apy. They accept all insurances and offer new
patients a free 15‐minute initial consultation.
The Wellness Center has three doctors: Dr.
Kathy Gress is from Antigo and graduated
magna cum laude from Northwestern College
of Chiropractic. She opened the clinic in 1999
and since then it has become one of the largest
providers of family chiropractic care in North‐
ern Wisconsin. Her clinic emphasizes family
wellness care with focus on pediatrics.
Dr. Chelsea Prothero received her doctorate

We believe that your
business is a STAR.
Showcase your business
by joining the Chamber
Tour Program. Contact us
to get your business on the tour schedule today!
Sign‐up now for 2015 tours….

*Off the Grid Technologies—they build your
website & receive 1/yr Free webhosting
*Lincoln & Timeline Windows—factory direct—10%

*Super Lube—15%
*Creative Card Acceptance—1/2 priced USB
reader or $25 off USB signature
pad

Chamber on Tour

Just mention the
Member-to-Member
Club & start saving
today!

degree from Palmer College of Chiropractic
after earning a BS degree at UW‐La Crosse.
She is interested in pregnancy, pediatrics and
overall family wellness care.
And Dr. Carri Kennedy also received her doc‐
torate from Northwestern College of Chiro‐
practic after earning her BS in Human Biol‐
ogy. She was born in Wausau and her mis‐
sion is to educate patients about better life‐
style choices and alternatives to drugs and
surgery.
The staff at The Wellness Center is also active
in the Merrill community raising funds for
local charities and serving on committee’s.
Dr. Carri is currently serving as the 2015 chair
for the Chamber Ambassadors and was the
2014 Ambassador of the Year.
Visit The Wellness Center at Gress
Chiropractic, where they will treat you like
family.
The Wellness Center it’s just one more
hometown business that Merrill can be proud
of as they provide healthy services to present
and future generations!

Morning Mixer
Sign‐up now to host/sponsor a quarterly pro‐
gram in 2015. Business before Hours is a great
way to showcase your business & have social
interaction with your fellow business mem‐
bers—especially if you are unable to attend
Business after Hours!

Government News
This program will email blast govern‐
ment information to members such
as City of Merrill agendas & other
state & federal government informa‐
tion, programs & newsletters.

Chamber Education:
2015 Workshops

Coming in 2015


Social Media Series



Peer to Peer Series
Government Contracts
Theft: How to Protect your
Business
20/20 Vision Program

If there are other educational programs
that you would like the Chamber to
bring to you, please contact us with
your ideas.
Send us your suggestions via email at
info@merrillchamber.org
In the subject line type: Education
Topic
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Chamber Chat….did you know?
Ireland Fundraiser—Join Us!
There is still time to join us! That’s right the
Chamber is planning a unique fundraiser—a 9-day
trip to Ireland in March 2015! Join us as we explore this beautiful land and spend St. Patrick’s
Day on the Emerald Isle! Cost is $2975 for
Chamber members or $3175 for non
-chamber members. The trip is
being coordinated by Chamber
member Chamber Discoveries. Contact us for all the details.

City has a new Logo
The City of Merrill has a brand new logo that
states what we are—City of Parks! New welcome signs are being erected on the east &
west entrances.

New Employee
We have a new face at the Chamber! In December we hire a new part-time Office Assistant—Autumn Boyle. Autumn is a student at
UW-Marathon County and
she is fitting into the Chamber very well! Stop in and
wish her well!

Strassman Electric’s New Phase
Steve & Lonna Strassman are in a new
’phase’ having recently sold their business to
Dakota Electric Services out of
Marshfield. But Steve isn’t retiring just yet! He’s still putting in
his time, just under a new name!

Very Merrill Christmas Cards & Prints
We still cards & prints available. We have both
2013 & 2014 cards & prints, a few 2012 cards &
prints & a very limited supply of 2011 cards &
prints. Fabulous framed, so stop in get yours
today before they are gone forever!

Drew’s Piggly Wiggly Sold
Congratulations to the Drew family who
recently sold the store after 70+ years in
business! The good news is that
the store will remain a Piggly
Wiggly under the new ownership!
Enjoy your retirement Drew’s!

Taking Notes…..
20/20 Vision Program
We are gearing up to kick-off our 20/20 Vision
Program by linking our community employers
with the middle school. Here is your opportunity
to let the students know what it will take to
work for you in the future. Together we can
help prepare them for the future and Merrill’s
future. If you are interested
in participating or want more
information, contact Debbe.
She will begin visiting businesses interested in this
program in the next couple
of months. Be a partner in Merrill future.

Winter Driving Course
NTC will be holding several winter driving
course in January and February. See the flier
attached to the newsletter for details.

Annual E-new Report
The 2014 E-news report is attached to this
months newsletter. We are a very active and
product chamber. And we
are working hard just for
you! Here’s to another
successful year in 2015!

Extra Nuts & Bolts
Requests for Merrill information
only during the month of December:
Phone calls: 204
Emails: 79
Walk-ins: 213
Info mailed out: 163
Website Visits: 2212
Restock Center: 150

Chamber

“Positive Possibilities”
Thanks to our members, sponsors & numerous partnerships, the Chamber supports dozens of community programs & is
actively involved in many initiatives that
you may not be aware of.
Look for this symbol to learn
more about our history & our
future & the community programs we are involved in.

Christmas Caroling
Congratulations to First Street Coffee for
organizing Merrill’s 1st caroling event at the
Normal Park gazebo! More
than 100 carolers showed up
to sing around the Christmas
tree!

With Sympathy
It is with a heavy heart that we had to say
goodbye to Jim Severt—Grampa’s Farm.
What a fabulous addition the farm is to our
community & a destination
stop for families all over
the region. We will miss
Jim and we hope that his
dream continues through is
wonderful family.

Promote your upcoming events
Be sure to promote your upcoming events
by contacting the Chamber to get them on
one of our calendars! Best way to get your
event seen!

Do you have news that you would
like to share with our membership? Contact the Chamber at
715-536-9474 for information!

Mark Your Calendar
Jan 3, 17, 31—Ice Oval Racing
The fun kicks off at 11 am at Gleason Community Club
Park on Hwy 17 in Gleason. Admission is $5/adults &
kids under 10 are free. For more info contact Garrett
at 715-873-4811 or visit www.gleasoncc.org
Jan 9—Comedy Night at Les & Jim’s
Come and laugh with Sonja White at 8pm. Get your
tickets in advance before they sell out! For more info
www.lincolnlanesonline.com
Jan 17, 24, 31—Merrill Ice Drags
The Merrill Ice Drags kicks-off 50 years of racing! Join
them on the ice at Council Grounds State Park and see
the fastest racing on ice! For more info visit
www.merrillicedrags.com
Jan 21—No School Fun Day A full day of fun from
8am to 3pm starts at the Smith Center with ice skating,
games, crafts & lunch. Then off to Les & Jim’s for
moonlight bowling with soda & popcorn. Must preregister. For kids ages 8-14. Cost is $20 which includes everything—skate rental, admission, lunch bowling, popcorn & soda. To pre-register contact Dawn at
715-536-7313
Jan 24-25—Pine River Dog Sled Races
Stop at Pine Rive School see the mushers and their
dogs then watch the races as part of Winterfest! For
more info www.witrailblazers.org
Jan 23, 24-25—Winterfest
Join the fun! Activities include sled races, volleyball
tournament, snow sculpting, spaghetti supper, open
skate with a DJ, candlelight walk, ice drag races, sled
dog races and more! For info contact Dawn at 715536-7313 or www.merrillchamber.org

Jan 24—Snowshoe Hike The Northwoods Chapter
of the Ice Age Trail Alliance will take you on a guided
snowshoe hike in the underdown recreational area.
Choose distances from 1 to 4 hours. Bring your own
snowshoes. Hot cider, cookies & a blazing fire await
you after the hike. Starts at 10am at the underdown
recreational parking lot o Copper Lake Road. There is
no charge for the guided hiking tour, but donations are
accepted. For more info contact Ruby Jaecks at 715443-3586

Check the Chamber Calendar 1st
For a complete listing of area events & activities
check out the Chamber of Commerce website
www.merrillchamber.org or the digital sign at
the Chamber office for event info.
Listen to us every Wednesday on WJJQ 92.5FM
or the 2nd & 4th Friday on WJMT 730 AM.

Comments, Questions
& Concerns
The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce wants you to read about area
businesses and other information that
we feel is important to our members.
If there are any topics you think we
should cover, please let us know. Call
the office (715-536-9474), fax us (715539-2043) or stop in at our office (705
N. Center Ave).
Our individual emails are:
Debbe Kinsey—Chief Executive Officer
director@merrillchamber.org

CHAMBER MEETINGS

Cheryl Skoug—Program Manager

Legislative – 1/12

manager@merrillchamber.org

Foundation— TBA

Autumn Boyle—Office Assistant

Ambassador Club – 1/20

info@merrillchamber.org

Board of Directors— 1/21

Website -

Retail Promotions—TBA

www.merrillchamber.org

Pork in the Park—1/9

M E R R I L L A R E A C HA M B E R O F C O M ME R C E
T H E A D VA NT A GE

705 North Center Avenue
Merrill, Wisconsin 54452
TOLL FREE Phone: 877-907-2757

Return Service Requested

Phone: 715-536-9474
Fax: 715-539-2043
Website: www.merrillchamber.org

Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
Mission Statement
The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
is directed by its membership to support the area’s businesses
to grow, succeed and thrive
Vision Statement
To promote Merrill as a community to live, work and play for
today

Executive Board

Marty Heyne– Chairman
Tonia Speener—Chair Elect
Randy Wixson—Vice Chair
Noel Bushor – Financial Officer
Kurt Rust – Past Chairman

PRESORTED
STANDARD
US POSTAGE
PAID
MERRILL WI
PERMIT NO. 11

Mailing Label

Board Members

Dan Frick
Pat Hinner
Nancy Kwiesielewicz
Jim Medley
Val Mindak
Shelly Mondeik
Craig Rezin
Brian Richards
Kurt Wendt
Mayor Bill Bialecki
Ex-Officio
Dave Johnson—Ex-Officio

Staff

Debbe Kinsey – Chief Executive Officer
Cheryl Skoug – Programs Manager
Autumn Boyle – Office Assistant

Members…..working together since 1911

MERRILL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUSINESS
AFTER HOURS WILL BE HELD AT
LES AND JIMS LINCOLN LANES
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14TH, 2015 AT 5PM!
THERE WILL BE A COSTUME CONTEST SO WEAR
YOUR FAVORITE LUAU/VACATION WEAR!!
PLUS THERE WILL BE LUAU OLYMPICS!!
PICK A PARTNER AND JOIN IN THE GAMES TO WIN
GREAT PRIZES!!
HULA HOOP, BEAN BAG, LIMBO, BEER PONG,
BALL TOSS, LUAU FOOD & MORE!!
PLAY SIDE TABLE GAMES AND HELP DONATE TO
THE HONOR FLIGHT PROGRAM!!

13th Annual

BUSINESS DAY IN MADISON
March 4, 2015

PROGRAM AGENDA

Monona Terrace Community & Convention Center, Madison

John Stossel

KT McFarland

Ed Goeas

Gov. Scott Walker

Host of “Stossel” on
Fox Business Network

FOX News’ National Security
Analyst and Former Nixon,
Ford, Reagan Staffer

The Tarrance Group

(invited)

March 3, 2015
5:00 - 7:00 PM

Welcome Reception at the Madison Club

March 4, 2015
7:30 AM

Registration Opens, Partner Meetings (by invitation only) and VIP Breakfast (Sponsors only)

9:00 AM

Welcome

9:15 AM

KT McFarland, Fox News’ National Security Analyst and Former Nixon, Ford, Reagan Staffer

10:15 AM

Morning Break

10:30 AM

Ed Goeas, The Tarrance Group

Noon

Lunch

12:15 PM

Gov. Walker (invited)

1:15 PM

Senator Ron Johnson (invited), Legislative Visits or Afternoon Networking

3:00 PM

John Stossel, Host of “Stossel” on Fox Business Network

*Schedule is subject to change.

For sponsorship opportunities, contact Jordan Smith at WMC, (608) 661-6915 or jsmith@wmc.org
For more information, visit www.businessdayinmadison.com

A program presented in partnership with the WMC Foundation, Inc.

Public Safety Center of Excellence

NTC Winter Driving School
Winter driving in Wisconsin can be unpredictable, much like the weather. Northcentral Technical College’s (NTC) Winter
Driving School focuses on customized in-car exercises and classroom lessons that will cover skid control/recovery, braking
and emergency lane changes on a variety of pavement conditions, which could include ice, snow and mixed conditions.
This four-hour, hands-on program is ideal for drivers looking to sharpen their winter car control skills or new drivers
looking to gain valuable experience. Use your vehicle or an NTC training squad car for the driving experience.
Either vehicle will have a certified NTC driving instructor riding alongside you.

CLASS DATES
Tuesday, Dec. 16, 2014

4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 8, 2015

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 24, 2015

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2015

4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

COST
$90 (with your vehicle)
$125 (with NTC vehicle)

LOCATION
NTC Public Safety Center of Excellence
1603 Champagne St.,
Merrill, WI 54452

TO REGISTER: Call Jennifer Lau at 715.803.1230
or 888.682.7144, Ext 1230 or email ce@ntc.edu.

CLASS OUTLINE
Overview of the importance of vehicle dynamics and condition including engine and components, tires,
wipers and washers, lights, brakes, heater and defrosters including rear and external mirrors if so equipped.

30 Minutes

Vehicle inspection and familiarization

15 Minutes

Break

10 Minutes

Acceleration and braking in slippery conditions

30 Minutes

Serpentine weaves and handling dynamics

30 Minutes

Cornering dynamics in slippery conditions

30 Minutes

Break

10 Minutes

Intersections at speeds 25 - 35 MPH

30 Minutes

Skid recovery (Weather Permitting) - Donuts and recovery out

30 Minutes

Debrief and evaluations

25 Minutes

Northcentral Technical College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in employment, admissions or its programs or activities. The following person has been
designated to handle inquiries regarding the College’s nondiscrimination policies: Equal Opportunity Officer, Northcentral Technical College, 1000 W. Campus Drive, Wausau, WI 54401. Phone: 715.803.1057

www.ntc.edu
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Networking

E-news Extra
Executive

Your Chamber of Commerce
The Merrill Area Chamber of
Commerce works in multiple
categories that we summa‐
rize into three headings: (1)
Promotions; (2) Regional &
Community; and (3) Mem‐
bership & Revenue. These
categories were called Play,
Live and Work previously.
Our Mission Statement
states ‘The Merrill Area
Chamber of Commerce is
directed by its membership
to support the area’s busi‐
nesses to grow, succeed and
thrive.’
And our Vision Statement
says: ‘To promote Merrill as
a community to live, work

and play for today and to‐
morrow.’
And our Motto is: Chamber
greatness through advo‐
cacy, visibility, credibility
and networking.
We strive to meet these
goals through the use of
multiple committees, ad‐hoc
groups, memberships with
other groups and profes‐
sional affiliations.
We hold Chamber profes‐
sional affiliation member‐
ships with the Wisconsin
Chamber of Commerce Ex‐
ecutive’s Association, Wis‐
consin Manufacturer’s &

Marty Heyne

Commerce, American Cham‐
ber of Commerce Executives
and the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce.
In 1911 the Merrill Chamber
of Commerce was estab‐
lished and we became a
founding member of the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce.
We have strongly supported
the Merrill community and
our business members for
the past 103 years, We look
forward to continuing our
partnership with our mem‐
bers in 2015.
Thank you for allowing us to
serve you.

Chairman 2015

Tonia Speener

Chair Elect 2016

Randy Wixson
Vice Chair

Noel Bushor

Financial Officer

Kurt Rust

Immediate Past Chair

Debbe Kinsey
Secretary & CEO

Directors
Dan Frick
Patrick Hinner
Nancy Kwiesielewicz
Jim Medley
Val Mindak
Shelly Mondeik

2014 Chamber Leadership
The Board of Directors is a
dedicated group of volun‐
teer business members who
help establish policies and
procedures and they over‐
see the chamber functions
and review operations.
Board members also serve
on other chamber commit‐
tees and always watch for
issues, concerns or opportu‐
nities that will be a benefit
to the membership and
community.
The board reviews each pro‐
gram/activity annually to
help staff establish goals and
to ensure that the cham‐

ber’s resources are being
utilized in the best ways pos‐
sible.
The executive committee
sets goals each year for the
CEO to accomplish. These
goals are important factors
for the growth and prosper‐
ity of the chamber organiza‐
tion.
The executive committee is
the officer leadership of the
board of directors. Officers
are nomination and voted
on from the board of direc‐
tors.
The 2014 executive leader‐

Kent Reinhardt
Craig Rezin
ship was: Kurt Rust—Chair;
Marty Heyne—2015 Chair
Elect; Tonia Speener—Vice
Chair; Noel Bushor—Finance
Officer; Debbe Kinsey—
Secretary & CEO; and Gail
Bloch—Immediate Past Chair.

Brian Richards
Kurt Wendt

Ex‐officio’s
Mayor Bill Bialecki
Dave Johnson

Staff
Debbe Kinsey
Chief Executive Officer

Kurt Rust—Chair
Gail Block—Past Chair
Debbe Kinsey—CEO

Cheryl Skoug
Programs Manager

Autumn Boyle
Office Assistant

2014 Chamber Committee
Chairs

The Committee Chairs for 2014 were:
Sue Kunkel—Ambassadors
Ron Hornischer—Legislative
Marty Heyne—Annual Golf Classic
Kurt Rust—Annual Celebration

2014 Regional Collaborations
We collaborate with several tourism
groups to market and promote the
Merrill area. These partnerships allow us
to share resources, apply for grants and
get Merrill information out at public festi‐
vals and events throughout Wisconsin.
TREK
Small Town Charm
Northwoods of Wisconsin
Wisconsin 2 Go
ITBEC Tourism
Discover Wisconsin

Debbe Kinsey—Special Events & Tourism
Marty Heyne ‐ Pork in the Park
Doug Williams—Chamber Foundation

Dollars & Sense
Revenue
Membership Dues
Other Income

70%
30%

Expenditure
Services
Fixed Operating

$0.78/per dollar
$0.22/per dollar

2014 Objectives & Goals
The following goals were set by the
board of directors for 2014:
1.

New member growth to be ad‐
vanced by at least 2 percent annu‐
ally.

A 2% increase would equal 5 new
members. We ended 2014 with 26 new
members or an 11% increase.
2.

Increase the reserve account by at
least 2 percent annually.

Our reserve account has grown by at
least 2% annually and usually more.

3.

Membership programs:

We have grown the Ambassador pro‐
gram, continued all of existing program‐
ming, increased members visits by staff,
ambassadors and board, increased atten‐
dance at BaH and annual celebration.
4. Hire part‐time office assistant.

The board has cut down the community
goodwill programs over the past few
years down to 19 programs for 2014.
This is down from 28 programs. The Ca‐
pacity is saturated for staffing level.
This will allow for more focus on revenue
and membership programs for 2015.

We hired a new office assistant in Decem‐
ber who is working 20 hours per week.
5.

Continue with all community good‐
will programs.

2014 Planned Events/Programs
The Chamber’s 2014 planned events and
programs consisted of member‐only
events, non‐dues revenue events and
established annual programs fro the
community whether they generated non‐
dues income or not. The programs in‐
cluded in this category are:
Merrill Gift Certificate Program
Annual Celebration
Annual Golf Classic
Annual Crazy Daze
Pork in the Park RibFest
Movie in the Park
Morning Mixer
Page 2

Business after Hours
Annual Very Merrill Christmas Card
Women of Distinction
Shop Small Promotion
Community‐wide Rummage Sales (2 per year)
Annual Lighted Christmas Parade
Workshops 101
Member‐to‐Member Program
Chamber on Tour
Annual Downtown Block Party
Ticketed Event Sales
Labor Day Car Show Judging
Ribbon Cuttings

Women of Distinction
Awards

E-news Extra

2014 Planned Goodwill Programs/Events
The Chamber’s Goodwill Programs are
events that we sponsor or
are heavily involved with
from planning and/or
marketing and participa‐
tion. There is no mone‐
tary gain for us.

Lincoln Lager Barleyfest
Discover Downtown Merrill
Chili Blast
GRABAAWR
Annual Crazy Daze
Movie in the Park

Packer Tailgate Party

Shop Small Promotion

Lion’s Labor Day Car Show

Annual Lighted Parade

New Teacher Bus Tour

Packer Tailgate

8th Grade Exit Interviews
Sophomore Interviews

Merrill Gift Certificate Program
Ribbon Cuttings
Historical House Tours
Community
Scan Radio
Chamber Chat
Radio

Annual Downtown Block Party
Bundle Up Program

Community Night Out
Courthouse Christmas Trees

50’s themed Crazy Daze

2014 Chamber Foundation Programs
The Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foun‐
dation, Inc. is our not‐for‐profit 501(c)3
arm. It was developed to be an avenue
to provide community, charitable and
educational programming using tax‐
exempt funding/donations. Our building
was donated to and is owned by our
foundation.
The foundation has its own board of di‐
rectors of which two Chamber board
members have seats currently. A time
audit this year revealed that staff spends
on average 50 hours per month on foun‐

dation work, which causes staff to work
45‐50 hours per week.
We currently are the fiduciary agent for
nine project funds plus a general fund.
Those funds are:
Foundation General Fund
Hanging Flower Basket Program
Friends of the Merrill City Band
Discover Downtown Merrill
Courthouse Christmas Trees
Friends of the Merrill Firefighters

Community Disaster Fund
For the Love of Merrill Fund
Friends of the River District
Friends of Normal Park
Board of Directors
Tim Schreiber—Chair
Charlie Roth—Treasurer
Debbe Kinsey—Secretary/CEO
Kent Reinhardt
Marty Heyne
Helene Ader
Gail Bloch
Chris Malm

2014 Chamber Regional Collaborations & Committee’s
The Chamber collaborates with regional
groups which helps us provide advocacy
for our membership and partnerships on
a few of our larger marketing efforts.
Those advocacy and collaborations in‐
clude:
Mayor’s Task Force on Marketing
Mayor’s Task Force on NTC
Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce
Explore Highway 51
Centergy
TREK
Special Edition

Small Town Charm
Northwoods of Wisconsin
ITBEC Tourism
ITBEC Board
LCPIE
Wisconsin Dept. of Tourism
Wisconsin Chamber of Commerce Executives

Governor’s Regional Tourism Council
MADC
L.C. Economic Development
NTC

Discover Downtown Merrill
MAPS School Counseling Advisory Council

Chamber Committee’s
Legislative
Ambassadors
Retail Promotions
Pork in the Park
Annual Golf Classic
Annual Celebration
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2014 Merrill Marketing

In 2014 we kicked‐off a new marketing
campaign with the tag line: Just Park It
in Merrill. This tag line has proved to be
another success for us.

Shows:
ITBEC Sport Shows—2 times per year
Wisconsin 2 Go—10 major festivals per year

Northwoods of Wisconsin
Snowtracks
Up North
Local Dirt
Rummage Wisconsin
Small Town Charm
River Bend Trail
TREK
Fun in Wisconsin
Up North
FOX Wausau
Northwoods Fishing
Association of WI Snowmobile Clubs
ITBEC

We currently market Merrill with the
following Print Media vehicles:

Television:

Local Ads:

Discover Wisconsin—2009, 2012, 2015
WAOW

Crazy Daze
Homecoming
Labor Day
Fire Prevention
Breast Cancer Awareness
Memorial Day
Veterans Day
Sports Teams—seasonally
Lighted Christmas Parade
Movie in the Park

Our marketing has grown and is very
extensive currently, but the marketing
has paid‐off for us.
We have marketed Merrill with a couple
of tag lines. The most familiar tag lines
have been—
Visit Merrill...a reason for every season.
And Merrill...Location. Nature. People.

American Road Magazine quarterly
Wisconsin Journey’s Magazine—quarterly
Fun in Wisconsin Magazine—2 times per year
Up North Magazine—3 times per year
ATV/Snowmobile Trail book—seasonally
Bike Wisconsin Trail book—annually
Harley Dealers Go Guide WI—annually
Fall Ride Guide—annually
Hog Guide—annually
Chicago Daily Herald—2 times per year

ATV Guide—annually
Lincoln County Snowmobile Map—annually
TREK Guide
WJJQ Guide—annually
WJJQ Fall Ride Map—annually
Motorcycle Tour Map—annually
Merrill Visitor Guide—annually
Merrill Map—every other year
Underdown ad—annually
Association of WI Snowmobile Clubs—annually

Websites:
Travel Wisconsin
American Road Magazine
Wisconsin Network
Merrill Chamber of Commerce
WSAW, WAOW, WIFC Calendars
Discover Wisconsin

2014 Chamber Membership/Affiliations
The Chamber has many affiliations and
memberships. The CEO serves on the
board of directors for many of these
partnerships. Those organizations are
marked with a ►
These affiliations are important because
they give the chamber a voice in many
important issues that may affect the
membership and/or community.
■ WI Chamber of Commerce Executive’s Assoc.
►Merrill Area Development Corp.
■ Wisconsin Manufacturer’s & Commerce
■ Wisconsin Dept. of Tourism
►ITBEC—Counties Association Board
►ITBEC—Tourism Board
■ UWEX—Lincoln County
■ Merrill Historical Society
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■ Northwood’s Ec. Development Council

■ Merrill Rotary Club

■ American Chamber of Commerce Executives

■ Merrill Optimist Club

■ U.S. Chamber of Commerce

■ Association Chamber of Commerce Executives

►L.C. Economic Development Council

■ Mid‐west Chamber of Commerce Association

■ North Central WI Regional Planning
►River Bend Trail Board of Directors
■ Association of WI Snowmobile Clubs
■ Discover Wisconsin
►Governor’s Regional Tourism Council
►Highway 51 Promotions Council
►Merrill Area United Way Board
►Merrill Tourism Commission
►Lincoln Lager Barleyfest

Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed citizens can change
the world; indeed, it's the only thing that
ever has.

►L.C. Partners in Education

Margaret Mead

■ Centergy

►Merrill City Band Committee
E-news Extra

Goal #1 Promotions
Promotions takes many forms: advertis‐
ing, marketing, tourism and simply pro‐
motion. Promotions varies depending
upon the type of promotion—sales, in‐
formational, events, advertising, or mar‐
keting.
There are basically four event levels:
1.

Calendar of Events—any events,
submission based.

2.

Tourism—contractual w/tourism
grant recipients.

3.

Goodwill—community events that
are chamber sponsored/co‐
sponsored, free or low cost.

4.

Events & Promotions—chamber
events, usually fundraiser based.

Organizational Tourism includes:
1. Recreational trails & maps
2. Information Center
3. Discover Wisconsin shows

Informational promotions include:
1.

Marketing & advertising (ads)

2.

Website & webvertising

3.

Red Carpet Paks

4.

Visitor Guides & Maps

4. Community events (Chamber)

2014 Visitor Guide

New in 2015

Goal #2 Regional & Community
Goal #2 is the work that we do on behalf
of the community and within our geo‐
graphic region. This work represents the
initiatives, partnerships and programs
that makes our community and region
special.
These include the Chamber Foundation
programs, collaborations with regional
groups, community events, educational
projects, community development activi‐

ties and special projects.
It also includes all of the promotions, mar‐
keting and advertising vehicles that we
use to market the Chamber and the com‐
munity both internally (within our com‐
munity) and externally.

 Retail Promotions Committee
 Women of Distinction Awards
Night
 Merrill 2020 Vision: Employer’s
School Program

Trolley Mural

 Women of Distinction Leadership
Program

Goal #3 Membership & Revenue
Membership and revenue is the work
that we do within the organization for
our membership. It includes recruit‐
ment, member programming and bene‐
fits, advertising and marketing, advocacy
and events.



Website



Chamber software



Chamber Gift Certificates



Advertising: visitors guide, digital
sign, newsletter, Red Carpet paks,
maps, website, Member‐to‐Member
program, Discover Wisconsin shows.

Some of these tools include:


Ambassadors



New member paks



Chamber stickers



Membership plaques

Volume 1, Issue 1





Networking: Business after Hours,
Morning Mixer, Chamber on Tour,
workshops.
Events: Golf Outing, Annual Celebra‐

tion, Pork in the Park.


Advocacy: local government, Legis‐
lative Committee, WMC member‐
ship, news blasts, workshops, school
programs, local non‐profit partner‐
ships.



Awards: Businesses of the Year,
Ambassador of the Year, Business of
the Month, Women of Distinction,
Ribbon Cuttings.



Fundraising: Christmas Card, post
cards, city directories.
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Merrill Area Chamber of
Commerce
705 N. Center Avenue
715‐536‐9474
info@merrillchamber.org
www.merrillchamber.org
Hours
Monday‐Friday
9:00 am to 4:30 pm

Information Center Hours
Open 24 hours
7 days per week

Information & Tourism Center
Our information and tourism center is located in the foyer of our building. This center has
grown immensely over the past few years. The center is open 24 hours/7days a week. The
center is divided into easy to locate sections which include: Merrill information and business
cards; visitor guides from all over the state; county information and maps; and state informa‐
tion and maps.
We currently host 85 visitor guides from chambers and CVB’s all over the state; 22 state guides
put out by the Dept. of Tourism and other government agencies; 18 Lincoln County guides and
maps; 18 tourism guides/magazines put out by private media; 46 Merrill information brochures;
62 Merrill business cards; and currently 12 miscellaneous event posters. This totals 263 pieces
of information. The Dept. of Tourism Secretary Stephanie Klett has said that the amount of
information in our small center rivals some of the state’s designated tourism centers. We get
compliments from tourists weekly, with many waiting to come to the Merrill center before
heading further north. All of this information has to be ordered and is restocked weekly and
many times daily during busy tourism seasons.
Our annual visitor guide is also mailed to over 85 different chamber and CVB locations within
the state. In addition we also send out, on average, 35,000 guides and Merrill information to
individuals annually.
In addition, we were approved by the State of Wisconsin to install the blue and white Tourism
Information signs on Highway 64 and our office location. In 2015 we will work with the City of
Merrill to add additional signs on Center Avenue/old Hwy. 51. And we will be expanding our
center again by adding more guide hangers and Merrill business card and brochure space.

2013/2014 Tourism Programs
By law, the municipality must partner
with the Chamber with room tax dollars
for the purpose of marketing and other
tourism related expenditures. The
Chamber is the administrator of the
tourism dollars and the budget is set,
by agreement, by a citizen Tourism
Commission. Unique to Merrill is the
fact that local groups can apply annu‐
ally for tourism dollars to be used for
outside marketing efforts. The Cham‐
ber CEO then monitors the marketing
and as administrator confirms and re‐
imburses the organizations by grant
dollars.
As administrator of the funds, the CEO
also designs all marketing ads for
Merrill and places the advertisements
in various mediums such as magazines,
brochures, booklets, radio, visitor
guides, and websites.
The monitoring year runs from May 1
thru April 30. During this period the

Chamber monitored 16 event
grantee’s.
Tourism programs also include the In‐
formation Center that is open 24
hours/7days a week.
Grantee’s during this overlapping pe‐
riod included:
Ladies Lifestyle Expo
WI Championship Snowmobile Races
Merrill Ice Drags
Labor Day Car Show
Lincoln Lager Barleyfest
Lincoln County Fair
Concertina Festival
Merrill Airport Days
Gymkhana Shows
L.C. Rodeo
Pine River Dog Sled Races
Pork in the Park RibFest
Run United
Heritage House Tour

Gazebo Nights
Gleason Heritage Days

Tourism spending has risen substan‐
tially over the past three years due in‐
part to the heavy advertising/marketing
that we have lead the charge on.
Visitor spending in Lincoln County has
steadily increased:
2010 it was $39 million
2011 it was $44.9, up 13.49%
2012 it was $48.9 M, up 8.5%
2013 it was $50.72 M, up 4.01%

Governor’s Conference on
Tourism

