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Highlights

From The Director’s Doorway

 Membership Counts

Well, as most of you know we had a
great Annual Celebration & Awards
night on October 8. Unfortunately for
me the night ended in a very big bang
when I slipped in the parking lot at the
Chamber and dislocated and fractured
my shoulder.

 So What’s New?
 Member Programs
 Ambassador News
 Extra Nuts & Bolts

I am finally back at work, typing this
newsletter with my left hand—good
guess, I am right handed of course.
Doctor says I should be good as new
by spring! Ugh, that makes me feel
like Charlie Brown!

 Calendar/Events

PT starts later this month and I can
hardly wait I tell everyone sarcasti‐
cally—I know what I’m in for since I
have already had surgery on that
shoulder.

Advocacy Visibility

It couldn’t have happened at a worse
time with winter coming
and my favorite holiday
season fast approaching. I
won’t be much help with
the courthouse decora‐
tions this month, so if you
can volunteer, give us a
call! Really, give us a call
please.

Credibility Networking
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But being the month o f
Thanksgiving, I am truly
thankful. The fall could have been
much worse and I’m thankful that it
wasn’t. I’m thankful for all the warm
wishes I have received from many of
you and understanding when our
meetings needed to be rescheduled.
I’m thankful for a well trained staff
that in my absence thinks ’what would
Debbe do?’ and knows the correct
response. Couldn’t be more pleased
that we have had another successful
year at the Chamber and that we have
some exciting things coming your way
in 2016!
Personally I am thankful that our 2nd
grandchild was born this summer,
healthy and growing like a weed—so
I’m thankful for Face time that allows
us to see both of them every weekend
and their parents too! I’m thankful
that our youngest son has made a
smooth transition to Austin and also
found love and that both of our boys
have excelled in their professions.
And that after 38 years of marriage,
we are more in love today which
seems impossible, but oh so true. And
the poor guy takes great care of acci‐
dent‐prone me!
I’m also thankful that we have had

successful programs and advisory
leadership. Marty Heyne has been
an outstanding chairman this year!
All of our programs from Chamber
to community programs have been
well attended. Everything from
fundraisers like our golf outing to
Ribfest and community events that
raise nothing for us like Crazy Daze
to Movie in the Park, but mean a lot
to the community.
We had great nominations this year
for Businesses of the Year. The
2015 winners were Large Business
presented to Church Mutual Insur‐
ance; Mid‐size Business presented
to Dave's County Market; Small
Business presented to Brickner’s
Park City; Hometown Business pre‐
sented to RTL Electric; and new this
year Not‐for‐Profit was presented
to The River Bend Trail. Also, Am‐
bassador of the Year was presented
to Sue Kunkel. Congratula‐
tions to everyone and thank
you for voting for your favor‐
ites. It was your vote that
selected our winners.
Highlights from 2015 included:
8 new members; 10,945 refer‐
rals thru September; 60,622 tour‐
ism requests have been filled thru
September; $52.8 million tourism
dollars were spent in Lincoln
County; 14 ribbon cuttings; 8 Busi‐
ness after Hours thru September;
our visitor guides were disbursed at
10 summer festivals; we market in
12 different quarterly guides and 3
maps; we participated in 18 com‐
munity events; and there are over
70 community events/activities on
our calendar each month.
Staff also worked on plans for Nor‐
mal Park; worked on the room tax
increase and the name of the for‐
mer fairgrounds; developed a new
Retail Promotions group; partnered
with WMC on the Future WI Pro‐
ject; taped a Discover Wisconsin
segment; coordination with PRMS
on 20/20 Vision project; and took
our first international Chamber
Exchange Tour just to name a few!
You could say, without any hesita‐
tion, that your staff has been hard
at work for you and the Merrill
community!
And if all that is not enough, we
have similar and even more plans
for 2016!

But let’s talk about two new plans
for this holiday season. First a com‐
munity project. With the generos‐
ity of Mitchell Metal we will be
erecting a 20ft tall wreath on the
courthouse corner of Center & E.
Main! Now we need your help with
donations to purchase the white &
green LED lights funds for the elec‐
tricity charges. All are tax‐
deductible through the Chamber
Foundation. Call me for more de‐
tails.
Secondly, we have a new fund‐
raiser that will raise funds for future
holiday decorations. We are put‐
ting together a Christmas Window
at the old Thelma’s and we need
everyone to make a donation for
the window. We will sell raffle
tickets for $25 each and the winner
gets the entire Christmas Window.
I’m betting there will be some great
prizes from many of you. We do
not want the lights to go out on the
courthouse lawn, so we need the
entire community to step up and
help out with this fundraiser!
We are all thankful that we have
such a giving community with so
many of you on the top of that list.
2016 is so hopeful and I am grateful
to have you as a member. You have
put your confidence in us and hope
that we providing you with services
and programs that you expect. If
you ever feel like we are not, never
hesitate to contact me so that we
can fix or come up with a fix for
you.
The entire staff and board of direc‐
tors are thankful for each of you.
We wish you a family or friend filled
holiday that is safe and filling not
just on Thanksgiving but each day
of the year.
Happy Thanksgiving from my door‐
way to yours,

Debbe

Chief Executive Officer
Say what you are thankful for out loud;
in silence they’re easy to be overshad‐
owed by your regrets.
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Business After Hours
Date: November 12
Place: Ballyhoo’s
Time: 5:00 pm

Business After Hours

Sponsor: Edward Jones Investments &
Ament Law Office

Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc.

News
Friends of Normal
Park

River District Development
Foundation

Bricks make great gifts for any occasion!

Phase 1 of the River Bend Trail will be finished
being paving this summer. The new trailhead will be
developed east of the Center Ave.
bridge on Park Street.
www.riverbendtrail.com

There are 4 sizes of bricks to choose from & each
brick can be engraved with names, dates or special
messages. The bricks make wonderful gifts for
birthdays, anniversaries, holiday gifts or simply to
honor someone in a permanent way.

Join us for some networking
& fun!
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You can also ‘friend’ us on Face Book
now.
The Chamber Foundation is the fiscal administrator
of the River District Development Foundation &
the Friends of the River District.

Morning Mixer
Date: TBA
Place: Merrill Sheet Metal Works
Time: 7:30—9:00 am

Courthouse Christmas
Tree Lighting

Other Foundation Programs

Help us keep the lights shining on the trees/
decorations at the courthouse this Christmas
season by making a donation to Lighting
Fund. We must pay for electricity at this site
year round and we try to purchase additional
LED lights each season to help bring down the
costs.

Other programs that the Chamber Foundation
administers include:

Sponsor: Merrill Sheet Metal Works
Kurt has asked us to wait for
his new sidewalk and parking
lot to be completed. He
wants everything perfect for
our next Morning Mixer!

Help keep the Christmas lights on this season
by making a tax‐deductible donation to this
worthy community fund.
Send your donation today!










Discover Downtown Merrill
Emergency Relief Fund
Courthouse Christmas Tree Lighting
Foundation Community Fund
For the Love of Merrill
125th Anniversary Fire Dept. Prints
Merrill Events
Community Enhancements (Hanging Flower Baskets)

Please consider making a tax‐deductible contribution to
any of the foundation programs. Send your tax‐deductible
donations to:

Merrill Chamber Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

Here’s the address….

So...What’s New? Additional
Programs
Our Merrill Vision 20/20 Program is kicking off with a program designed to link our
employers with middle school students. Now is the time to educate students about what
it takes to work in your business! We will be working with all segments of our employer
population linking Merrill employers with Merrill students. If you are interested in more
information contact Debbe at 715-536-9474.
Women of Distinction is changing a bit in 2015. We will be kicking off a Leadership Series and
will end the year with an award dinner in November. Want to be a part of the Leadership Series? Contact Debbe at 715-536-9474.
We are changing our Legislative Group beginning this Fall. We will go to an every other month breakfast
format with scheduled legislators & other government departments take part. Watch for details!
We are sending out a Daily News from WMC that will highlight the daily news of interest. Just click on the
links that interest you. A simple way to get today’s news highlights!
We have started a new social media marketing program, ‘Chamber Moments’ that will include daily photos & thoughts on Face Book, mini videos & articles. Watch for these ‘moments’! Chamber’s around the
world are taking part & posting the same info simultaneously.
We are also starting a weekly e-blast called ‘What’s Up Wednesday’ that will updates on
upcoming events/activities & things you need to know. Members may include their text only
messages for $15 up to 25 words—no pictures allowed. Call Cheryl for details at 715536-9474.

Additional Programs
Ch[m\_r on Tour
We believe that your business is a
STAR. Showcase your business by
joining the Chamber Tour Program.
Contact us to get your business on
the tour schedule today!
Sign‐up now for 2015 tours….
Morning Mixer
Sign‐up now to host/sponsor a quarterly program
in 2015. Business before Hours is a
great way to showcase your business
& have social interaction with your
fellow business members—especially
if you are unable to attend Business
after Hours!
Government News
This program will email blast government informa‐
tion to members such as City of
Merrill agendas & other state & fed‐
eral government information, pro‐
grams & newsletters.
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Ambassadors Club:

Beautification & Facade Recognitions & Ribbon Cuttings
Ambassador News & Ribbon Cuttings
Ribbon Cuttings

Welcome

We are looking to grow our Ambassadors Club
in 2015 and we need YOU! Our Ambassadors
The Salvation Army of Merrill
are the ’welcome wagon’ of the Chamber.
They celebrate new businesses, business ex‐
Welcome new member The Salvation Army pansions & membership!

of Merrill! They are looking for bell ringers
Want to meet new businesses? Then become
for this holiday season.

Again & Again Antiques

Congratulations

an Ambassador! Contact us for all the details.
It’s a great way to grow your business & cele‐
brate what makes Merrill so great—our local
business members!

Sue Kunkel was named the 2015 Ambassador
of the Year. Sue did not miss a meeting and
participated in all Ambassador programs and
ribbon cuttings.

Building Business One Ribbon at a Time

Thank you Sue for all hat you do for Do you know someone opening a new business
that would like to have a ribbon cutting? Have you
our members!
recently remodeled your business or façade &
would like a ribbon cutting? Contact us & let us
know!

Member Programs

Ambassador of the Year
Sue Kunkel

24-Hour Information Center
Did you know that only Chamber members &
other Chamber/visitor centers can advertise
in the Information Center? Place your brochures, flyers and/or business cards for FREE.
The Information Center is a very busy place
& is restocked daily.

Red Carpet Pak
Did you know that only members can advertise & make
special offers in our Red Carpet Pak’s that given to new
Merrill residents to welcome them & introduce them the Merrill area?

Newsletter Inserts
Did you know that only members can advertise in the Chamber e-news/newsletter?
Cost is only $25 & your message will reach
over 500 people. It’s also on our website
that receives over 6000 hits per month.

Webvertising
Advertise on our website! Cost for this great
new webvertising is only $25 per month!
Great way to grab attention to your business
Our website & links receive 7000+ hits per
month so it’s an economical way to advertise!

Member to Member
Did you know that you can offer other members discounts on purchases and services as a
way of advertising & marketing your business?
If you are willing to offer a discount to other
Chamber members, please
contact us so that we can get
the word out to other members!
Office Assistance
Did you know that only members can make
copies free of charge at the Chamber? Or
use our fax machine? Or bulk mail stamp for
large bulk mailings? Contact us for details.

Our membership depends on volunteers!
Here are some ways that you can help:
Golf Outing ■ Crazy Daze ■ Pork in the Park
Promotions Committee ■ Ambassador Club
Women of Distinction ■ Music Fest
Contact Debbe for more information. Email
director@merrillchamber.org

At the Chamber, it’s all about You!
We are bringing the Best to the Best!

VOLUNTEER

We highlighted Sue earlier this year as our first
Ambassador of the Month. Now as Ambassa‐
dor the Year, it’s clear to see what makes Sue
so special to our program and to our commu‐
nity.
Sue has been an Ambassador as long as anyone
can remember. And she takes that job very
seriously. Her employer, Park City Credit Union
can be very proud of the job that Sue does rep‐
resenting them and the Chamber.
As an Ambassador Sue visits new member busi‐
nesses, she visits new businesses and encour‐
age them to become members, and she makes
her share of annual visits to current members
to check in and see how everything is going.
She makes calls for our celebration raffle, and
helps us at our annual celebration.
In addition she attends ribbon cuttings and
monthly Ambassador meetings. This year Sue
did not miss a ribbon cutting or meeting, which
is a big reason for her winning Ambassador of
the Year.
As you can see, it takes a lot of commitment to
be a successful Ambassador. And a successful
Ambassador is a great asset to the Chamber
and to their employer.
So congratulations Sue! You deserve to be
Ambassador of the Year for 2015!
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Member-to-Member Club

Chamber Education:

Join Today & Save

2016 Workshops

The Chamber’s Member to Member Club,
is a product discount program for Chamber
members only. If your business is willing to
offer a discount to other Chamber members
contact us now! Gain marketing exposure &
potential new business customers. Be a part
of the Club!
As a Chamber member you will receive a discount at the following businesses:
Put Your Business Name Here!
*Ye Old Sweet Shoppe—10%
*Blooming Wishes —10%

*VIP On-line Member Discounts— to join
email them at VIP@dwave.net
for complete details on discounts.
*Northwood's Evergreen & Wire Co. —20%
*Ziesemer Photography - 15% on business
portraits
*Off the Grid Technologies—they build your
website & receive 1/yr Free webhosting
*Lincoln & Timeline Windows—factory direct—10%

Just mention the
Member-to-Member
Club & start saving
today!

Business of the Month

Ed & Sharon’s is opened Wednesday from
4:30‐8:30pm; Thursday from 4:00‐8:30pm;
Friday from 11:00am‐9:00pm; Saturday
from 4:00‐9:00pm; and Sunday from
12:00pm‐6:15pm,
Ed & Sharon Dinges moved to Merrill in
184 & purchased the former Country Inn.
The name was changed to Ed & Sharon’s
& is now known for their catering, food
truck and of course their restaurant. Ed
purchased their first Broaster in 1988 &
their chicken orders more than doubled.
Prime Rib also became one of their spe‐
cialties with people driving a couple of
hours just to get it. Quality & service have
always been important to Ed & Sharon’s.
Unfortunately Ed passed away in 2003, so
their youngest son Bill stepped into Ed’s
roll in the kitchen. Bill had always wanted
to run the family business, so in 2006 he

Theft: How to Protect your
Business
DOA: Working for Small
Business
Networking 101
If there are other educational programs that
you would like the Chamber to bring to you,
please contact us with your ideas.

In the subject line type: Education Topic

Reminders

Ed & Sharon’s Restaurant

The Business of the Month for No‐
vember is ED & Sharon’s. It is lo‐
cated at N1294 Highways 64/107 in
Merrill.

 Dept. of Revenue

Send us your suggestions via email at
info@merrillchamber.org

*Super Lube—15%
*Creative Card Acceptance—1/2 priced USB
reader or $25 off USB signature
pad

Coming in 2016

officially took over the operation of Ed &
Sharon's.
In 2005 They opened the ‘Chicken Coop’
banquets hall. Bill has had many ideas
for the business. He opened their travel‐
ing food truck, food wagon & recently
added a Slushy business to the wagon.
Bill & his wife Marianne are committed
to the same quality & service that his
parents were known for. And sometimes
you can still in Sharon behind the bar!

S h o p

m _ r r

I

l l

Ed & Sharon’s is easy to find—just look
for the big Chicken outside their busi‐
ness!
Ed & Sharon’s is just another example of
a homegrown business that caters to
their customers. And their chicken is
scrumptious too!
Stop in at Ed & Sharon’s today & say Hi
to Bill & Sharon! You won’t walk away
hungry!

What’s Up Wednesday?
Watch for your mini weekly newslet‐
ter of upcoming events every
Wednesday via email and on our
Face Book page at Merrill Chamber.
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Chamber Chat….did you know?
New Merry Christmas Window
We will have a Christmas
window give-away displayed at the old
Thelma’s/Guy Shop location on East Main this
season. RAFFLE TICKETS WILL BE SOLD.
The winner gets the
entire window of gifts! Want to display a gift &
have your business name included in the advertising? Contact Cheryl at the Chamber office at 715
-536-9474. Proceeds will used towards the
community Christmas decorations!

Christmas Lights
It’s that time of year when we
need help with the cost of the
lights/electricity costs for the
Sponsor‐a‐Light
courthouse display. We have a
great new display this year, a 20ft wreath that will
need to be lit up! All donations are taxdeductible. Please make your tax deductible dona-

tions for this worthy community event. Send
you donation to the Chamber at 705 N. Center
Avenue to keep this lighting tradition alive.

Congratulations
Our Businesses of the Year awards were given
out at the annual celebration on October 8.
The Large Business of the Year was presented
to Church Mutual Insurance; the Mid-sized
Business of the Year was presented to Dave's
County Market; the Small
Business of the Year was
presented to Brickner’s
Park City; and the Hometown Business of the Year
was presented to RTL Electric! The Non-profit of the
Year was Presented to the River Bend Trail and
the Ambassador of the Year was presented to
Sue Kunkel.

Taking Notes…..
Toastmasters
Would you like to become
more comfortable speaking in
public or giving presentations? Attend Toastmasters
and discover how to develop your communication and leadership skills. Meetings are monthly,
the 2nd Tuesday ay noon or the 4th Tuesday T
4PM AT Church Mutual. For more info contact
Wendi at 715-551-1970.

November 19 at Les & Jim’s. Women of Distinction awards fro Professional Leadership,
Community Service and the Rising Star Award
for under 40 years of age will be given. In
addition a Lifetime Achievement Award will be
given to man or women for excellence in leadership, profession, or community service.
Tickets are $25 and must RSVP with the chamber at 715-536-9474.

Distinguished Leadership Awards Dinner
The Chamber is hosting the awards & dinner on

Congratulations
Culver’s is a regional champion in the
national Culver’s Crew Challenge.
The restaurants compete in areas of
quality, service, cleanliness, hospitality and
community outreach.

Welcome
Welcome new member The Salvation Army of
Merrill!

Trolley Day
Did you k now the first electric street car ran in Merrill on
November 9, 1890?

2015 Christmas are now available
The 5th Annual Merry Christmas Cards and
prints are now
available. This
years card, ALL
ABOARD THE
CHRISTMAS
TROLLET is in
celebration of the
125th anniversary
of Merrill’s public transit system. And as a
special 5th anniversary of the card, a limited
pack of all five years of cards is available and
a limited number of year one 8x10 prints
are available of the courthouse.

Extra Nuts & Bolts
Requests for Merrill information
only during the month of October:
Phone calls: 249
Emails: 103
Walk-ins: 158

Chamber

Info mailed out: 658
Website Visits: N/A
Restock Center: 50

Viewed: N/A

“Positive Possibilities”
Thanks to our members, sponsors & numerous partnerships, the Chamber supports dozens of community programs & is
actively involved in many initiatives that
you may not be aware of.
Look for this symbol to learn
more about our history & our
future & the community programs we are involved in.

Promote your upcoming
events
Contact Cheryl at
manager@merrillchamber.org

Mark Your Calendar

special MAN or woman. RSVP is required by calling Chamber at 715-536-9474.

Nov. 1—Pancake Breakfast
Gleason Area Lions club hosts this fundraiser at Lions Park,
N5179 Brady Street from 7am to 12 noon.

Nov. 21—An Evening with Gary Mauer
The Merrill Concert Association presents Tenor Gary
Mauer who will beguile the audience with the gems of
Broadway! Concert will be held at the high school auditorium at 7pm. For admission contact Megan at 715-2526295.

Nov. 7—Trivia Contest
Merrill Historical Society hosting contest from 6-11pm on
local history & events. Cost is $120 for team of 6. Cash
prize to winning team plus 50/50 raffle & raffle drawings
throughout night. For info contact Jane at 715-536-5652
Nov. 12—Business after Hours
Join us at Ballyhoos from 5-7pm for networking & fun!
Sponsored by Ament Law Firm & Edward Jones Investments –Kevin Cohrs & CJ Robinson agencies.
Nov. 14—Annual Craft Fairs

•






36th Annual Holiday Bazaar at Ministry Good Sam
from 9am-2pm in cafeteria.
25th Annual Craft Fair at Bell Tower Residence from
9am-3pm. 35 crafters will have items available in
Assisi Hall. Raffles & you can purchase lunch.
Annual Craft Fair at Church Mutual from 8am-2pm.
Fall Extravaganza at New Testament Church from
9am-4pm. Cost of admission is one non-perishable
food item.
Les & Jim’s craft fair will be held from 9am-4pm in
the banquet hall.
Annual Craft Fair at St. Francis Church from 9am3pm.

Nov. 19—Women of Distinction Award Dinner
The Chamber will host an awards dinner that will celebrate
the accomplishments of several Merrill area women and
will also celebrate the life time achievement of one very

Nov. 26-27—Happy Thanksgiving
The Chamber office will be closed both days in celebration
of the Thanksgiving holiday.
Nov. 28—Shop Local Day
Visit participating stores for specials and discounts!

Check the Chamber Calendar 1st
For a complete listing of area events & activities
check out the Chamber of Commerce website
www.merrillchamber.org or the digital sign at the
Chamber office for event info.
Listen to us every Wednesday on WJJQ 92.5FM &
the 2nd & 4th Friday on WJMT 730 AM.

Annual Lighted Christmas Parade—Dec. 5

CHAMBER MEETINGS
Legislative – 12/14

Comments, Questions
& Concerns
The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce wants you to read about area
businesses and other information that
we feel is important to our members.
If there are any topics you think we
should cover, please let us know. Call
the office (715-536-9474), fax us (715539-2043) or stop in at our office (705
N. Center Ave).
Our individual emails are:
Debbe Kinsey—Chief Executive Officer
director@merrillchamber.org
Cheryl Skoug—Program Manager
manager@merrillchamber.org
Autumn Doyle—Office Assistant

Foundation— No Meeting

info@merrillchamber.org

Ambassador Club – 12/15

Website -

Board of Directors— 12/16

www.merrillchamber.org

Retail Promotions—11/11

merrillchamber

Pork in the Park—No Meetings

M E R R I L L A R E A C HA M B E R O F C O M ME R C E
T H E A D VA NT A GE

705 North Center Avenue
Merrill, Wisconsin 54452
TOLL FREE Phone: 877-907-2757

Return Service Requested

Phone: 715-536-9474
Fax: 715-539-2043
Website: www.merrillchamber.org

Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
Mission Statement
The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
is directed by its membership to support the area’s businesses
to grow, succeed and thrive
Vision Statement
To promote Merrill as a community to live, work and play for
today

Executive Board

Marty Heyne– Chairman
Tonia Speener—Chair Elect
Randy Wixson—Vice Chair
Noel Bushor – Financial Officer
Kurt Rust – Past Chairman
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Mailing Label

Board Members

Dan Frick
Pat Hinner
Nancy Kwiesielewicz
Jim Medley
Val Mindak
Shelly Mondeik
Kent Reinhardt
Craig Rezin
Brian Richards
Kurt Wendt
Mayor Bill Bialecki
Ex-Officio
Dave Johnson—Ex-Officio

Staff

Debbe Kinsey – Chief Executive Officer
Cheryl Skoug – Programs Manager
Autumn Doyle – Office Assistant

Members…..working together since 1911

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
Sponsored By:

&

Ament, Wulf, Frokjer & Hersil, S.C., Attorneys at Law
Come Enjoy Business after Hours and your Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce friends!!

November 12th at Ballyhoo’s
Thank you to this month’s sponsors Edward Jones Kevin Cohrs & CJ Robinson, and Ament, Wulf,
Frokjer & Hersil for inviting us. This is a great chance to network with other Chamber business
members, which you might not otherwise have the opportunity to see. Relax, unwind, and socialize with
both old and new acquaintances.
Members are invited to bring a friend, spouse or business associates. This is a Chamber mixer. At
6:00pm get ready for the raffles, and meeting Edward Jones Kevin Cohrs & CJ Robinson and Ament,
Wulf, Frokjer & Hersil. Mark this date on your calendar!! No RSVP required -- just show up as soon
as you are able after work.
IMPORTANT DETAILS!!
WHEN:

Thursday, November 12th
5:00pm to 7:00pm (???)

WHERE:

Ballyhoo’s
124 N. Prospect St.

COST:

$2.00 per person

WHAT:

Hors D’oeuvres
Cash Bar

OPTIONAL:

Bring your business cards to give to new acquaintances.
Put a card & $1.00 into the 50/50 drawing. One lucky winner will
go home with half the pot.
Special THANKS to

Edward Jones Kevin Cohrs & CJ Robinson and Ament,
Wulf, Frokjer & Hersil
For sponsoring this Business after Hours!! Questions?? 715-536-9474

