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Then we jump into our Women of
Distinction Leadership series—
Table Talk on May 6. There will
be no awards here, we are saving
those for a gala evening
in November. But we
do have three women,
three stories & three
successes! Our kick‐off
speakers will be Tricia
Lazare, winner of our
Rising Star Community
Services Award; Brenda
Wendt, co‐owner of
Blooming Wishes &
winner of our 2014 Home Town
Business of the Year recipient; &
me. We will also have a Q&A
session following our talks.
Mark your calendars for our big
events: 37th Annual Golf Classic
on June 1; Merrill Music Fest for a
Cause on August 15; 3rd Annual
Pork in the Park on September
19; and our Annual Celebration
on October 8. Plus there are nu‐
merous events & activities in be‐
tween!
Our Ambassador’s are growing
too! If you want your company
to be seen by other members, or
future members—this is the
group for you or one of your em‐
ployees. What a great way to
meet others & be able to share
information about your business
& the chamber. Be involved.
Involvement is the key.

will get you and/or your busi‐
ness name out in front. Those
opportunities range from vol‐
unteerism to sponsorship to
attendance at events. The
more you or your business
name are seen, the more
memorable your business be‐
comes to consumers.

As an example, let’s take some‐
thing small such as Business of
the Month or Ambassador of
the Month. Each gives the
reader a window into the busi‐
ness or individual. You would
be surprised at how often we
hear—I didn’t know we had
that business in town or I drive
by it all the time but didn’t
really know what they did.
Such a small thing has a big
impact.
So just imagine the impact
when you participate in
something larger such as
sponsoring a big event or hav‐
ing someone participate in the
Ambassador’s, a committee or
even the board of directors!
Being seen and heard in these
ways is an important marketing
tool for everyone’s business.
Maybe this is the Spring that
you add a new approach to
your marketing & let the com‐
munity know who you are.
You will recall that I’ve spoken
a lot about marketing internally
(community) & externally to
have a healthy community &
business. I know that some
businesses feel that they do
not have to market internally
because most of their business
is external. But a healthy com‐
munity does not have residents
making statements like “I didn’t
know we had that business” or
not having the community
members know what your busi‐
ness does.

April 2015

If you do most of your business
externally, remember it is lo‐
cals that are working for you—
so spread the word!
If your customer base is inter‐
nal, then these opportunities
will only enhance your business
& allow you to meet future
customers.
Spring forward & look at new
ways that will showcase your
business—future customers
are waiting for you!
Marketing can be fun & it’s
important to always be creative
in order to catch the attention
of potential users. We do a lot
of outside advertising for
Merrill & we must always
evolve our strategy in order to
catch the eye of potential users
& visitors.
But what if your business isn’t
‘exciting’ or ‘sexy’ to market?
I have attached an article to
this newsletter title “How to
Seduce the Customer When
Your Business Isn’t Sexy”. The
tips given can be used by any
business, especially small busi‐
nesses.
We are very excited about our
chamber exchange trip to Ire‐
land. Since this was written
prior to our trip you can check
out photos on Face Book & I
will fill you in next month!
Think about springing forward
with new ways to showcase
your business with the Cham‐
ber.
From my door to yours—Happy
Easter & have an exciting

Debbe
Chief Executive Officer
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Business After Hours
Date: April 9
Place: Ballyhoos
Time: 5:00 pm

Business After Hours

Sponsor: Stark Automotive
Celebrate Spring with business friends!

Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc.

News
Friends of Normal
Park

River District Development
Foundation

Bricks make great gifts for any occasion!

The Capital Campaign is off & running! The goal is
to raise $1 million for the Phase 1 River Bend Trail
that will begin downtown and travel
west to Council Grounds State Park.
www.riverbendtrail.com

There are 4 sizes of bricks to choose from & each
brick can be engraved with names, dates or special
messages. The bricks make wonderful gifts for
birthdays, anniversaries, holiday gifts or simply to
honor someone in a permanent way.

Community
Enhancement Fund
It’s that time of year again when we start
to dream of spring & summer & those
beautiful hanging flower baskets that
adorn our streets. These baskets are made
possible by a dedicated group of volun‐
teers & cash donations from residents of
Merrill.

Date: TBA
Place:
Time: 7:30—9:00 am

Please help us beautify the corridors of
Merrill this summer by making a contribu‐
tion to the Hanging Basket Fund.

Sponsor:
Thank you to Church Mutual—
Mike Ravn, Marty Heyne & Angela
Bailey for a great breakfast, pres‐
entation & tour of your facility!

You can also ‘friend’ us on Face Book
now.
The Chamber Foundation is the fiscal administrator
of the River District Development Foundation &
the Friends of the River District.

Join us on May 14 at Los Mezcales! Spon‐
sored by The Wellness Center at Gress
Chiropractic.

Morning Mixer
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Send your tax‐deductible donation to:
Merrill Chamber Foundation
Hanging Basket Fund
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

So...What’s New? Additional
Programs
Our Merrill Vision 20/20 Program is kicking off with a program designed to link our
employers with middle school students. Now is the time to educate students about what
it takes to work in your business! We will be working with all segments of our employer
population linking Merrill employers with Merrill students. If you are interested in more
information contact Debbe at 715-536-9474.
Women of Distinction is changing a bit in 2015. We will be kicking off a Leadership Series and
will end the year with an award dinner in November. Want to be a part of the Leadership Series? Contact Debbe at 715-536-9474.
We are investigating starting a Young Professionals Program. If you are 45 years of age or under and
interested in being a part of this special network, please contact Debbe at 715-536-9474.
We are sending out a Daily News from WMC that will highlight the daily news of interest. Just click on the
links that interest you. A simple way to get today’s news highlights!
We have started a new social media marketing program, ‘Chamber Moments’ that will include daily photos & thoughts on Face Book, a weekly mini video & a weekly article. Watch for these ‘moments’! Chamber’s around the world are taking part & posting the same info simultaneously.
We are also starting a weekly e-blast called ‘What’s Up Wednesday’ that will updates on
upcoming events/activities & things you need to know. Members may include their text only
messages for $15 up to 25 words—no pictures allowed. Call Cheryl for details at 715536-9474.

Other Foundation Programs
Other programs that the Chamber Foundation
administers include:









Discover Downtown Merrill
Emergency Relief Fund
Courthouse Christmas Tree Lighting
Foundation Community Fund
For the Love of Merrill
125th Anniversary Fire Dept. Prints
Friends of the Merrill City Band

Please consider making a tax‐deductible contribution to
any of the foundation programs. Send your tax‐deductible
donations to:

Merrill Chamber Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

Additional Programs
Ch[m\_r on Tour
We believe that your business is a
STAR. Showcase your business by
joining the Chamber Tour Program.
Contact us to get your business on
the tour schedule today!
Sign‐up now for 2015 tours….
Morning Mixer
Sign‐up now to host/sponsor a quarterly program
in 2015. Business before Hours is a
great way to showcase your business
& have social interaction with your
fellow business members—especially
if you are unable to attend Business
after Hours!
Government News
This program will email blast government informa‐
tion to members such as City of
Merrill agendas & other state & fed‐
eral government information, pro‐
grams & newsletters.
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Ambassadors Club:

Beautification & Facade Recognitions & Ribbon Cuttings
Ambassador News & Ribbon Cuttings
Ribbon Cuttings

Welcome New Ambassadors

Wanted: Ambassadors

Jane Zipper
Walgreens

Images

2015 Ambassadors

Salon

The
Mustard
Seed

Squash,
Blossoms &
Ginger

Anna Winningham—Waid Funeral Home
Chad Olson—Clabough Insurance
Jane Zipper—Walgreens
Cheryl Hanson—Ballyhoos
CJ Robinson—Edward Jones Investments
Debbie Schleif—Ministry Good Samaritan
Dena Lueck—Lincoln Community Bank
Dennis Grefe—Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe
Dona Beyer—Foto News
Dr. Carri Kennedy—The Wellness Center
Elizabeth Messner—River Valley Bank
Heidi Borchardt—River Valley Bank
Jennifer Porath—WIPFLI
Julie Weber—Our Way
Dr. Kathy Gress—Gress Chiropractic
Kelly Zagrzebski—WPS
Krissy Emmerich—WJJQ
Leah Nelson—Associated Bank
Lori Wendt—Merrill Sheet Metal Works
Mark Bares—Les & Jim’s
Nancy Stadler—BMO
Nicole Johnson—Park City Credit Union
Becky Roberts—River Valley Bank
Sue Kunkel—Park City Credit Union

Member Programs

We are looking to grow our Ambassadors Club
in 2015 and we need YOU! Our Ambassadors
are the ’welcome wagon’ of the Chamber.
They celebrate new businesses, business ex‐
pansions & membership!
Want to meet new businesses? Then become
an Ambassador! Contact us for all the
details. It’s a great way to grow your
business & celebrate what makes
Building Business One Ribbon at a Time

Do you know someone opening a new business
that would like to have a ribbon cutting? Have you
recently remodeled your business or façade &
would like a ribbon cutting? Contact us & let us
know!

Ambassador of the Month
CJ Robinson

24-Hour Information Center
Did you know that only Chamber members &
other Chamber/visitor centers can advertise
in the Information Center? Place your brochures, flyers and/or business cards for FREE.
The Information Center is a very busy place
& is restocked daily.

Red Carpet Pak
Did you know that only members can advertise & make
special offers in our Red Carpet Pak’s that given to new
Merrill residents to welcome them & introduce them the Merrill area?

Ambassador of the Month for April is new
Ambassador CJ Robinson. CJ is a financial
advisor for Edward Jones Investments located
at 2812 E. Main.

Newsletter Inserts
Did you know that only members can advertise in the Chamber e-news/newsletter?
Cost is only $25 & your message will reach
over 500 people. It’s also on our website
that receives over 6000 hits per month.

Webvertising
Advertise on our website! Cost for this great
new webvertising is only $25 per month!
Great way to grab attention to your business
Our website & links receive 7000+ hits per
month so it’s an economical way to advertise!

CJ is from Wausau & owned & operated an
entertainment & event production company
for 15 years.

Member to Member
Did you know that you can offer other members discounts on purchases and services as a
way of advertising & marketing your business?
If you are willing to offer a discount to other
Chamber members, please
contact us so that we can get
the word out to other members!
Office Assistance
Did you know that only members can make
copies free of charge at the Chamber? Or
use our fax machine? Or bulk mail stamp for
large bulk mailings? Contact us for details.

Our membership depends on volunteers!
Here are some ways that you can help:
Golf Outing ■ Crazy Daze ■ Pork in the Park
Promotions Committee ■ Ambassador Club
Women of Distinction
Contact Debbe for more information. Email
director@merrillchamber.org

At the Chamber, it’s all about You!
We are bringing the Best to the Best!

VOLUNTEER

One of the first things CJ did when you got to
town was join the Chamber & become an
Ambassador!

Active in community, CJ partners with area
groups to improve financial literacy, serves on
United Ways Emerging Leaders Leadership
Committee & coaches his three children’s
youth baseball, basketball & football teams.
CJ earned his bachelor’s degrees in business
administration & public administration from
UW-Stevens Point. He also completed graduate coursework in communications & certificate in fundraising management from the
Center of Philanthropy at Indiana University.
CJ will be leading a workshop at the Chamber
on finance this spring & is a new board member of the Merrill Chamber of Commerce
Foundation, Inc., our non-profit charitable
arm.
You will see CJ at events & all over town as he
jumps into our community with both feet &
being an Ambassador is a great dive into the
deep end! So look for him & welcome him to
Merrill.
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Member-to-Member Club

Chamber Education:

Join Today & Save

2015 Workshops

The Chamber’s Member to Member Club,
is a product discount program for Chamber
members only. If your business is willing to
offer a discount to other Chamber members
contact us now! Gain marketing exposure &
potential new business customers. Be a part
of the Club!
As a Chamber member you will receive a discount at the following businesses:
Put Your Business Name Here!
*Ye Old Sweet Shoppe—10%
*Blooming Wishes —10%

*VIP On-line Member Discounts— to join
email them at VIP@dwave.net
for complete details on discounts.
*Northwood's Evergreen & Wire Co. —20%
*Ziesemer Photography - 15% on business
portraits

*Lincoln & Timeline Windows—factory direct—10%

Just mention the
Member-to-Member
Club & start saving
today!

Merrill Veterinary Clinic was established in
1970 by Dr. Richard Bristol. He left in 1974 &
help in the early planning stages of UW School
of Veterinary Medicine. Dr. G.W. Engebretsen
took over the clinic & it soon became a three
doctor clinic. Until 2006 the clinic treated both
farm & small animals.
Dr. Randy Zelent joined the practice in 1982 &
became the sole owner of the practice in 2000.
Dr. Randy primary specialty is in small animals
& surgery. In 2006 the clinic dropped farm
animal services & became a small animal prac‐
tice only.
Dr. Randy & his staff of five focus on continuity
of care, offering comprehensive & affordable
services.
Dr. Randy has over 30 years experience & is a
member of the American Veterinary Medical

Social Media Series
Peer to Peer Series
Theft: How to Protect your
Business
20/20 Vision Program

If there are other educational programs that
you would like the Chamber to bring to you,
please contact us with your ideas.

In the subject line type: Education Topic

Reminders

Merrill Veterinary Clinic

Merrill Veterinary Clinic is owed by
Dr. Randy Zelent. They are open Mon‐
day thru Friday 8:00 am—12:00 noon & 1:00‐
5:00 pm. Their telephone is 715‐536‐9177.
And their website is www.merrillvetclinic.com



Send us your suggestions via email at
info@merrillchamber.org

Business of the Month
The Business of the Month for April is
Merrill Veterinary Clinic. It is located at
1301 East Main Street in Merrill.

Credit Cards—How to Protect Your
Business & Customers—April 7

Government Contracts
*Off the Grid Technologies—they build your
website & receive 1/yr Free webhosting

*Super Lube—15%
*Creative Card Acceptance—1/2 priced USB
reader or $25 off USB signature
pad

Coming in 2015

Association & the Wisconsin Veterinary Medi‐
cal Association. He also served as past presi‐
dent of the Northern Wisconsin Veterinary
Medical Association.
Merrill Veterinary Clinic offers the following
services: vaccinations, x‐rays, ultrasound,
blood work & diagnostics, dental, pain man‐
agement, euthanasia,& competitive phar‐
macy pricing. They also offer pet parent edu‐
cation & helping through difficult or confus‐
ing medical situations.
Merrill Veterinary Clinic is a home grown
Merrill business that has your pets best inter‐
est at heart! Stop by & see Dr. Randy today
for awesome care of your family pet.
Merrill Veterinary Clinic is a local business
that keeps our pets strong for a long &
healthy life. And it’s just one more home‐
town business that Merrill can be proud of!

S h o p

m _ r r

I

l l

Never doubt that a small,
dedicated group of people
can make a difference.
Indeed, it is the only thing
that ever has.
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Chamber Chat….did you know?
for June 1. Registration forms will be out in
early May. It’s coming up sooner than you
think!

The Staff will be Back
Check out the photos on our face
book page Merrill Chamber & see
the fun & interesting people we
met on our Chamber Exchange
trip to Ireland!

Historical Society History Hunt
It’s a scavenger hunt or is it a trivia contest?
It’s both! Teams of two
or more will answer
2015
HISTORY
questions & solve puzzles
HU N T
to win. Clues within 50miles in & around Merrill,
learn bits of historical
trivia while you search
for puzzle pieces. Several prizes awarded.
Come take part in the newest game in town
on April 25 from 10am-4pm. Early registration is $10 before April 3 & $15 thereafter.
For info call 715-536-5652 or download
registration forms at www.merrillhistory.org
Forms are also available at the Chamber
office.

Credit Card Workshop
Mark your calendars for April
7 for our workshop on credit
card protection for you & your
customers. It will be at the
Chamber office from 8-9am.
Free for Chamber members.

Mark Your Calendars
The Chamber Golf Classic is right
around the corner. The Golf
Committee has already started
meeting! Mark your calendar now

Ed & Sharon’s
Did you know that Ed &
Sharon’s now have a
shaved ice stand? Beside the Red Chicken
Coop at events looks
for their Hawaiian Delight shaved ice station
too!

Merrill Music Fest a Cause
A new event is coming to town on Aug. 15
at the MARC. There will be a 100 mile ride
for antique cars 7 motorcycles,
a car show & music from 1PM
to 11PM, vendors, & games for
the kids. A portion of the
proceeds will go to this year’s
cause—Diabetes Association.
The Cause will change each
year. Sponsored by the Merrill Chamber,
WJJQ & Fabiano Brothers.

Taking Notes…..
High School Interviews are Back
We will doing practice job interviews with students at the high
school on May 4. If you can give
us an hour or two that would be
great! It’s an wonderful experience for both the students &
YOU! Support our students & give them a real
life experience.

Women of Distinction
Is back with a twist! Join us on May 6 for our
leadership luncheon—Table Talk. No awards,

we are saving that for a dinner presentation in
November. Table Talk will be “Being your
Best” & will feature three speakers & Q&A.
Our featured speakers are Tricia Lazare, winner of our Rising Star Community Services
Excellence Award; Brenda Wendt, co-owner
Blooming Wishes & winner of our 2014
Home Town Business of the Year
Award; and Debbe Kinsey, CEO of the
Chamber of Commerce. Three women,
three different experiences, & three
success stories. Mark your calendars
now!

Extra Nuts & Bolts
Requests for Merrill information
only during the month of March:
Phone calls: 118
Emails: 263
Walk-ins: 96
Info mailed out: 215
Website Visits: 2218
Restock Center: 205

Chamber

Sponsors & Cooks Wanted
We are starting our search for this year’s
sponsors & rib cooks
for our 3rd Annual
Pork in the Park event
on Sept. 19. It’s
Merrill’s largest oneday event drawing 6000 people last year.
Interested? Give us a call!

Promote your upcoming events
Be sure to promote your upcoming events
by contacting the Chamber to get them on
one of our calendars! Best way to get your
event seen!

“Positive Possibilities”
Thanks to our members, sponsors & numerous partnerships, the Chamber supports dozens of community programs & is
actively involved in many initiatives that
you may not be aware of.
Look for this symbol to learn
more about our history & our
future & the community programs we are involved in.

Do you have news that you
would like to share with our
membership?
Contact the Chamber at 715-5369474 for information!

Mark Your Calendar
April 3—Good Friday
The Chamber office will close at 12:00 Noon in observance
of Good Friday.
April 4—Easter Egg Hunt
The hunt is on at Lion’s Park beginning at 10 AM. Different
ages will hunt on different fields Bring your cameras Mom
& Dad! For more info contact Dawn at 715-536-7313.
April 5—HAPPY EASTER
April 9– Business after Hours
Join us for Business after Hours sponsored by Stark Automotive at Ballyhoos from 5-7PM. Come network & meet
your fellow members!
April 11 —Children’s Festival
Join Marshfield Clinic & Park & Rec for their annual festival
on safety for kids. This event will be from 10AM to 2PM at
the MARC. For more info contact Dawn at 715-536-7313.
April 12-18-National Library Week
Rediscover your library & enjoy refreshments all week at
TB Scott Library. Bring in a non-perishable food item to
offset fines. For more info call 715-536-7191 or visit their
website at www.tbscottlibrary.org
April 17-19—34th Annual Concertina Fest
Fest at Les & Jim’s starting at 5PM on Friday. 100 Concertina artists, food, overnight parking for campers, music &
dancing. Large dance floor.
April 19 –Antiques Appraisal
Bring your antiques to the Merrill Historical Center from
11AM-2PM. No fee to watch, separate fee for each article
to be appraised. Sign up in advance at Historical Society
office. Questions contact Marie Marrier at 715-536-5652.

April 21—Ladies Lifestyle Expo
See the new trends for 2015 at the MARC from 5-9PM.
Waves & Fresh Boutique will host the fashion show.
Sponsored by Blooming Wishes. Food & refreshment will
be available. For more info contact Dawn at 715-536-7313.
April 25—History Hunt
Get your team together for this scavenger hunt/trivia
contest that will involve puzzle solving, & map reading skills.
Teams will travel about 50 miles around Merrill. Prizes for
best team costume, best team vehicle, best team name &
grand prize drawing for completed puzzle entries. Hunt is
10AM to 4PM. 10 registration in advance or $15 day of
hunt. For more info contact Jane at 715-536-5652.

Check the Chamber Calendar 1st
For a complete listing of area events & activities
check out the Chamber of Commerce website
www.merrillchamber.org or the digital sign at
the Chamber office for event info.
Listen to us every Wednesday on WJJQ 92.5FM
or the 2nd & 4th Friday on WJMT 730 AM.

Comments, Questions
& Concerns
The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce wants you to read about area
businesses and other information that
we feel is important to our members.
If there are any topics you think we
should cover, please let us know. Call
the office (715-536-9474), fax us (715539-2043) or stop in at our office (705
N. Center Ave).
Our individual emails are:
Debbe Kinsey—Chief Executive Officer
director@merrillchamber.org
Cheryl Skoug—Program Manager

CHAMBER MEETINGS
Legislative – 4/13

manager@merrillchamber.org
Autumn Doyle—Office Assistant

Foundation— No Meeting

info@merrillchamber.org

Ambassador Club – 4/21

Website -

Board of Directors— 4/15

www.merrillchamber.org

Retail Promotions—4/22
Pork in the Park—4/2

M E R R I L L A R E A C HA M B E R O F C O M ME R C E
T H E A D VA NT A GE

705 North Center Avenue
Merrill, Wisconsin 54452
TOLL FREE Phone: 877-907-2757

Return Service Requested

Phone: 715-536-9474
Fax: 715-539-2043
Website: www.merrillchamber.org

Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
Mission Statement
The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
is directed by its membership to support the area’s businesses
to grow, succeed and thrive
Vision Statement
To promote Merrill as a community to live, work and play for
today

Executive Board

Marty Heyne– Chairman
Tonia Speener—Chair Elect
Randy Wixson—Vice Chair
Noel Bushor – Financial Officer
Kurt Rust – Past Chairman
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Mailing Label

Board Members

Dan Frick
Pat Hinner
Nancy Kwiesielewicz
Jim Medley
Val Mindak
Shelly Mondeik
Craig Rezin
Brian Richards
Kurt Wendt
Mayor Bill Bialecki
Ex-Officio
Dave Johnson—Ex-Officio

Staff

Debbe Kinsey – Chief Executive Officer
Cheryl Skoug – Programs Manager
Autumn Doyle – Office Assistant

Members…..working together since 1911

Business after Hours
Sponsored By:

Stark Automotive Group

Come Enjoy Business after Hours and your Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce friends!!

April 9th at Ballyhoo’s
Thank you to this month’s sponsor Stark Automotive Group for inviting us. This is a great chance to
network with other Chamber business members, which you might not otherwise have the opportunity to
see. Relax, unwind, and socialize with both old and new acquaintances.
Members are invited to bring a friend, spouse or business
associates. This is a Chamber mixer. At 6:00pm get ready for
the raffles, and meeting Stark Automotive Group. Mark this
date on your calendar!! No RSVP required -- just show up as
soon as you are able after work.
IMPORTANT DETAILS!!
WHEN:

Thursday, April 9th
5:00pm to 7:00pm (???)

WHERE:

Ballyhoo’s
124 N. Prospect St

COST:

$2.00 per person

WHAT:

Hors D’oeuvres
Cash Bar

OPTIONAL:

Bring your business cards to give to new acquaintances.
Put a card & $1.00 into the 50/50 drawing. One lucky winner will
go home with half the pot.

Special THANKS to

Stark Automotive Group
For sponsoring this Business after Hours!! Questions?? 715-536-9474

