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From The Director’s Doorway
WOW! The summer is almost half over
and I feel like we just got started with
so many great summertime & early fall
events to be planned, marketed & exe‐
cuted!

 Membership Counts
 So What’s New?
 Member Programs

We have been busy on both side of the
organization—the Chamber & the
Chamber Foundation. On the founda‐
tion side the Hanging Basket program,
bricks for Friends of Normal Park,
Friends of the River District, Merrill
Events & Friends of the Merrill City
Band have kept us busy with their fund‐
raising & capital campaigns.

 Ambassador News
 Extra Nuts & Bolts
 Calendar/Events

And on the Chamber side—where do I
begin? Events, events, & more events!
Then there is the fairgrounds , educa‐
tional programming, our own fundrais‐
ing & of course planning.

Advocacy Visibility

As everyone knows by now, the City of
Merrill has agreed to purchase the
fairgrounds from the
county. The closing on the
property will take place in
early September. In the
meantime, the city has a lot
of planning to do.

Credibility Networking
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The mayor set up an ad‐hoc
committee for the fair‐
grounds. They have re‐
viewed a list of items that
need to be addressed as
part of the short and long term plan‐
ning that is necessary. One of the items
is what will the property be called once
it becomes city owned?
The Chamber, as the city’s tourism
administrator was asked to run a con‐
test, so that is exactly what we have
done!
The Name the (former) Fairgrounds
Contest kicked off in mid‐June & ends
on July 3. To date we have received
well over 100 entries. Those entries
will be submitted to the ad‐hoc com‐
mittee & they will whittle those down
to the top three names. Then the proc‐
ess starts all over again.
We will take the top entries & put them
out for public ballot. Community mem‐
bers will be able to vote for their favor‐
ite name. As a fundraiser, we are ask‐
ing for a $5 donation per vote. The
community will be able to vote at the
Fair—August 22‐26 & at the Chamber
office. Voting will take place through
August & the winning name will be
announced following the property clos‐
ing in September. The winning entry
will receive 2 tickets to each of the big
events taking place at the former fair‐
grounds property in 2016.

Be sure to get involved and VOTE!
Next on the same topic was the
mayor’s recommendation to in‐
crease the room tax from it’s current
4% to 8%. The purpose is to help
fund the marketing & administration
of the fairgrounds property & to
increase our marketing ability. This
topic will be coming up at this
months city council meeting.
The Tourism Commission recently
met to discuss this topic & to make a
recommendation to the city council.
The commission’s recommendation
will be to increase the room tax to
6%. They believe that 8% was simply
to much of a jump in order for our
lodging businesses to stay competi‐
tive. It can always be raised again in
the future.
This is certainly a beginning to help
market & administer the fairgrounds
to bring more events to Merrill in the
future.
We had a very successful 37th
Annual Golf Classic last month!
Thank you to everyone who
golfed & to all of our terrific
sponsors & donors. And a big
thank you to our Ambassador’s
who visited our members & brought
back great raffle prizes! We raffled
off more than 70 prize packages at
the end of the event. This is one of
two member only fundraising events
that we host each year & our mem‐
bers always come through!
The rodeo was also held last month;
one of the largest events at the fair‐
grounds each year. They had a fan‐
tastic event with great turnout/ticket
sales.
Chamber events that we are working
on currently include: Movie in the
Park that will be held on July 10;
Crazy Daze that will be held on Au‐
gust 13; Merrill Music Festival for a
Cause that will be held on August 15;
Pork in the Park Ribfest that will be
held on September 19; the Annual
Chili Blast Cook‐off that will be held
on September 26; our Annual Cele‐
bration that will be held on October
8; Women of Distinction in Novem‐
ber (date to be announced); and of
course our Annual Lighted Christmas
Parade on December 5.
We will also be planning a workshop
with the Dept. of Revenue & another
with the Dept. of Administration;
four more Business after Hours;
annual board planning session;

shooting a new Discover Wisconsin
segment on the Wisconsin River; and
marketing, marketing & more mar‐
keting!
You will also see us selling Fair tickets
& giving away Strawberry Shortcake
at the Community Night Out on Au‐
gust 4. We will also be at the Labor
Day Car Show, Airport Days & Barley‐
fest. The Craft Shows in November,
the O’Tannenbaum Tour & the Lumi‐
naria Tour.
Plus we will be installing several
more Tourism Information signs,
ordering the roping for all the city’s
light posts & hosting our annual brick
dedication at the Normal Park ga‐
zebo.
Websites, calendars, the Information
Center and so much more!
We are so excited about all of the
good news that Merrill is experienc‐
ing. It doesn’t happen overnight & it
doesn’t happen without people be‐
hinds the scenes. Whether we our in
front or behind the scenes, we are
very proud of our work & your work
too! Our members are so generous
with their time, talents & gifts.
This has been such a busy & exciting
year for us & we can hardly wait to
see what next year looks like with a
new Aquatic Center, the River Bend
Trail, downtown redevelopment &
improvements at Normal Park….it is
all progress.
Isn’t it great to live in the USA where
all dreams & developments can take
place?
Remember this Independence Day
that we are the Land of the Free &
Home of the Brave and all the sacri‐
fices that have been made to get us
here.
From my doorway to yours, have a
fun & safe 4th of July weekend with
your family &
friends! Re‐
member fire‐
works on the 4th
at the MARC &
Pow Wow Days
activities in
Tomahawk!

Debbe
Chief Executive Officer
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Business After Hours
Date: September TBA
Place: TBA
Time: 5:00 pm

Business After Hours

Sponsor: Merrill Ice Draggers

Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc.

News
Friends of Normal
Park

River District Development
Foundation

Bricks make great gifts for any occasion!

Phase 1 of the River Bend Trail will be finished
being paving this summer. The new trailhead will be
developed east of the Center Ave.
bridge on Park Street.
www.riverbendtrail.com

There are 4 sizes of bricks to choose from & each
brick can be engraved with names, dates or special
messages. The bricks make wonderful gifts for
birthdays, anniversaries, holiday gifts or simply to
honor someone in a permanent way.

We will be taking
the summer off.
Business after
Hours will return
in September.
Have a fun and
safe summer!
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You can also ‘friend’ us on Face Book
now.
The Chamber Foundation is the fiscal administrator
of the River District Development Foundation &
the Friends of the River District.

Morning Mixer
Date: TBA
Place: Merrill Sheet Metal Works
Time: 7:30—9:00 am
Sponsor: Merrill Sheet Metal Works

Friends of the Merrill
City Band

Other Foundation Programs

Friends of the Merrill City Band is kicking off a
capital fundraiser to help with needed supplies and
improvements to Normal Park for their concerts &
other events. The Merrill City Band has been ac‐
tively entertaining Merrill residents since 1911 and
now they need your help. Plans include bath‐
rooms, concession stand, warming house, sprinkler
system & new sod!

Other programs that the Chamber Foundation
administers include:

To make a tax‐deductible donation:
Friends of the Merrill City Band
Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452










Discover Downtown Merrill
Emergency Relief Fund
Courthouse Christmas Tree Lighting
Foundation Community Fund
For the Love of Merrill
125th Anniversary Fire Dept. Prints
Merrill Events
Community Enhancements (Hanging Flower Baskets)

Please consider making a tax‐deductible contribution to
any of the foundation programs. Send your tax‐deductible
donations to:

Merrill Chamber Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

Donations can be made in any amount.

So...What’s New? Additional
Programs
Our Merrill Vision 20/20 Program is kicking off with a program designed to link our
employers with middle school students. Now is the time to educate students about what
it takes to work in your business! We will be working with all segments of our employer
population linking Merrill employers with Merrill students. If you are interested in more
information contact Debbe at 715-536-9474.
Women of Distinction is changing a bit in 2015. We will be kicking off a Leadership Series and
will end the year with an award dinner in November. Want to be a part of the Leadership Series? Contact Debbe at 715-536-9474.
We are investigating starting a Young Professionals Program. If you are 45 years of age or under and
interested in being a part of this special network, please contact Debbe at 715-536-9474.
We are sending out a Daily News from WMC that will highlight the daily news of interest. Just click on the
links that interest you. A simple way to get today’s news highlights!
We have started a new social media marketing program, ‘Chamber Moments’ that will include daily photos & thoughts on Face Book, a weekly mini video & a weekly article. Watch for these ‘moments’! Chamber’s around the world are taking part & posting the same info simultaneously.
We are also starting a weekly e-blast called ‘What’s Up Wednesday’ that will updates on
upcoming events/activities & things you need to know. Members may include their text only
messages for $15 up to 25 words—no pictures allowed. Call Cheryl for details at 715536-9474.

Additional Programs
Ch[m\_r on Tour
We believe that your business is a
STAR. Showcase your business by
joining the Chamber Tour Program.
Contact us to get your business on
the tour schedule today!
Sign‐up now for 2015 tours….
Morning Mixer
Sign‐up now to host/sponsor a quarterly program
in 2015. Business before Hours is a
great way to showcase your business
& have social interaction with your
fellow business members—especially
if you are unable to attend Business
after Hours!
Government News
This program will email blast government informa‐
tion to members such as City of
Merrill agendas & other state & fed‐
eral government information, pro‐
grams & newsletters.
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Ambassadors Club:

Beautification & Facade Recognitions & Ribbon Cuttings
Ambassador News & Ribbon Cuttings
Ribbon Cuttings
Dawn Troyer Dance Studio
July 7

New Business? Schedule your
Ribbon Cutting today!

2015 Ambassadors
Anna Winningham—Waid Funeral Home
Chad Olson—Clabough Insurance
Jane Zipper—Walgreens
Cheryl Hanson—Ballyhoos
CJ Robinson—Edward Jones Investments
Debbie Schleif—Ministry Good Samaritan
Dena Lueck—Lincoln Community Bank
Dennis Grefe—Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe
Dona Beyer—Foto News
Dr. Carri Kennedy—The Wellness Center
Elizabeth Messner—River Valley Bank
Heidi Borchardt—River Valley Bank
Jennifer Porath—WIPFLI
Julie Weber—Our Way
Dr. Kathy Gress—Gress Chiropractic
Kelly Zagrzebski—WPS
Krissy Emmerich—WJJQ
Leah Nelson—Associated Bank
Lori Wendt—Merrill Sheet Metal Works
Mark Bares—Les & Jim’s
Nancy Stadler—BMO Harris Bank
Nicole Johnson—Park City Credit Union
Becky Roberts—River Valley Bank
Sue Kunkel—Park City Credit Union
Charise Lewer—Walgreens
Amanda Hinner—Agra Industries

Member Programs
Red Carpet Pak
Did you know that only members can advertise & make
special offers in our Red Carpet Pak’s that given to new
Merrill residents to welcome them & introduce them the Merrill area?

Newsletter Inserts
Did you know that only members can advertise in the Chamber e-news/newsletter?
Cost is only $25 & your message will reach
over 500 people. It’s also on our website
that receives over 6000 hits per month.

Webvertising
Advertise on our website! Cost for this great
new webvertising is only $25 per month!
Great way to grab attention to your business
Our website & links receive 7000+ hits per
month so it’s an economical way to advertise!

Office Assistance
Did you know that only members can make
copies free of charge at the Chamber? Or
use our fax machine? Or bulk mail stamp for
large bulk mailings? Contact us for details.

We are looking to grow our Ambassadors Club
in 2015 and we need YOU! Our Ambassadors
are the ’welcome wagon’ of the Chamber.
They celebrate new businesses, business ex‐
pansions & membership!
Want to meet new businesses? Then become
an Ambassador! Contact us for all the details.
It’s a great way to grow your business & cele‐
brate what makes Merrill so great—our
local business members!
Building Business One Ribbon at a Time

Do you know someone opening a new business
that would like to have a ribbon cutting? Have you
recently remodeled your business or façade &
would like a ribbon cutting? Contact us & let us
know!

Ambassador of the Month
Dennis Grefe

24-Hour Information Center
Did you know that only Chamber members &
other Chamber/visitor centers can advertise
in the Information Center? Place your brochures, flyers and/or business cards for FREE.
The Information Center is a very busy place
& is restocked daily.

Member to Member
Did you know that you can offer other members discounts on purchases and services as a
way of advertising & marketing your business?
If you are willing to offer a discount to other
Chamber members, please
contact us so that we can get
the word out to other members!

Wanted: Ambassadors

Our membership depends on volunteers!
Here are some ways that you can help:
Golf Outing ■ Crazy Daze ■ Pork in the Park
Promotions Committee ■ Ambassador Club
Women of Distinction ■ Music Fest
Contact Debbe for more information. Email
director@merrillchamber.org

At the Chamber, it’s all about You!
We are bringing the Best to the Best!

VOLUNTEER

The Ambassador of the Month for July is
Dennis Grefe. Dennis and his wife LuAnn
are the owners of Ye Old Sweet Shoppe and
Aunt Lu’s Antiques located at 923 East Main
Street. The sweet shop is the couples
“retirement career” since both were long
time educators. The shops now take up
much of the couples retirement time.
Dennis has always been active in the com‐
munity, having served on the city council and
several community‐based committees and
non‐profits. Currently Dennis spends a great
deal of his non‐working hours serving on the
board of Habitat for Humanity.
Dennis has also been a long time member of
the chamber of commerce and currently
serves as an ambassador and on the Promo‐
tions Committee retailers.
Dennis enjoys being an Ambassador because
it allows him to visit with many area busi‐
nesses and to promote the chamber and the
community. He believes there is a lot going
on in Merrill and one of the best ways to
keep in tune is by participating with the
Chamber of Commerce. Being an Ambassa‐
dor affords him the opportunity to promote
Merrill to many other business owners.
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Member-to-Member Club

Chamber Education:

Join Today & Save

2015 Workshops

The Chamber’s Member to Member Club,
is a product discount program for Chamber
members only. If your business is willing to
offer a discount to other Chamber members
contact us now! Gain marketing exposure &
potential new business customers. Be a part
of the Club!
As a Chamber member you will receive a discount at the following businesses:
Put Your Business Name Here!
*Ye Old Sweet Shoppe—10%
*Blooming Wishes —10%

*VIP On-line Member Discounts— to join
email them at VIP@dwave.net
for complete details on discounts.
*Northwood's Evergreen & Wire Co. —20%
*Ziesemer Photography - 15% on business
portraits

Coming in 2015
 Dept. of Revenue
Government Contracts
Theft: How to Protect your
Business
20/20 Vision Program

*Off the Grid Technologies—they build your
website & receive 1/yr Free webhosting

If there are other educational programs that
you would like the Chamber to bring to you,
please contact us with your ideas.

*Lincoln & Timeline Windows—factory direct—10%

Send us your suggestions via email at
info@merrillchamber.org
In the subject line type: Education Topic

*Super Lube—15%
*Creative Card Acceptance—1/2 priced USB
reader or $25 off USB signature
pad

Just mention the
Member-to-Member
Club & start saving
today!

Business of the Month

Generations Antique Company
The Business of the Month for July is
Generations Antique Company. It is
located at 811‐813 East First Street in
Merrill.
Generations Antique Company is
owed by Brion Hoffman . You can contact him
by telephone at 715‐536‐0093. For informa‐
tion about the company visit him on Facebook
at GenerationsAntiqueCo.
Brion opened Generations Antique Company
in 2013. The antique store was a big boost to
the shopping district on East First Street be‐
cause the buildings had sat in disrepair for so
long. The city owned the property and Brion
purchased the buildings through a bid. Then
the real work began.
Brion worked to transform the 1st building into
the antique shop so that he could open for
business. Since then he has been diligently
working on the 2nd storefront to incorporate it
into the business. And he has also worked to
restore the outside of the building, now leaving
a great big brick canvass on the east side of the
property that would be a wonderful place for a
mural about Merrill. With community support
& downtown redevelopment, perhaps this will
be his next project!

Generations Antique Company is a great
little shop that takes consignments, offers
booth rental space, buys & sells antiques &
Brion is dabbling in furniture refinishing &
architectural salvage. And Generations An‐
tique Company is the place to purchase your
Stormy Cromer hats!
Generations Antique Company is open on
Monday & Thursday thru Sunday from 9:00
am to 4:00 pm. They are closed on Tuesday
& Wednesday.
Brion is no stranger to the downtown or run‐
ning a business. His family used to run the
dime store located on East Main where St.
Vinnie’s is located now. So you many see an
old friend or familiar face helping out in the
store from time to time!
Generations Antique Company it’s just one
more homegrown, hometown business that
helps to keep “our past alive” in the Merrill
community. We can be proud of young en‐
trepreneurs like Brion!

Reminders
S h o p

m _ r r

I

l l

What’s Up Wednesday?
Watch for your mini weekly newslet‐
ter of upcoming events every
Wednesday via email and on our
Face Book page at Merrill Chamber.
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Chamber Chat….did you know?
Movie in the Park
This year’s Movie in the Park will
held at Normal Park on July 10.
We will be showing Dolphin Tale
2. Sponsored by Marshfield Clinic
& the Merrill Chamber. Movie
begins at dusk.

Merrill Music Fest a Cause
A new event is coming to town on Aug. 15 at the
MARC. There will be a 100 mile ride for antique
cars & motorcycles, a car show & music from
1PM to 11PM, vendors, & games for the
kids. A portion of the proceeds will go
to this year’s cause—Diabetes Association. The Cause will change each year.
Sponsored by the Merrill Chamber,
WJJQ & Fabiano Brothers.
New Workshop
Watch for details on our next workshop with the
Dept. of Revenue. They will be presenting on
what you need to know as a new business!

Name the Fairgrounds Contest
We have received over 100 entries! The
Mayor’s Ad-hoc Committee will now review
the entries and pick up to three. Those entries
will be put back out so that the public can vote
on their favorite name. As a fundraiser we are
asking voters to donate $5 per ballot cast.
Voting can take place at the Fair and at the
Chamber office. Voting will take place through
August. The winning name will be announced
in September following the closing on the fairgrounds & transfer of
the property to the
City of Merrill. The
winner will receive
two-tickets to each
VOTE
of the large events
that take place at the
former fairgrounds
property in 2016. Be
sure to cast your vote!

Taking Notes…..
Lincoln County Fair
It’s fair time! Fair runs July 22-26.
Get your early-bird wrist band now
at the Chamber for $17.

New Aquatic Center
Congratulations to the City for breaking ground
on our new aquatic center! And a BIG thank you
to the Bierman Foundation for another fabulous
donation to our community that is making the
aquatic center a reality.
The center is scheduled to
be open by Memorial Day
2016.

Native American Exhibit Opens
The long awaited Native American exhibit has
opened at the Merrill
Historical Society.
They held a
’hatcheting’ ceremony
to open the Ebert &
Sykes Gallery.

Art/Craft Festival
On Aug. 1 from 8am-1pm there will be an art/
craft festival at Normal Park. There will also
be Sidewalk Chalk Art on the sidewalks embracing the park. To register contact Parks &
Rec. dept.

Extra Nuts & Bolts
Requests for Merrill information
only during the month of June:
Phone calls: 146
Emails: 96
Walk-ins: 93

Chamber

Info mailed out: 144
Website Visits: 2642
Restock Center: 341

Views: 7720

Congratulations
Congratulations to Interflex for receiving a
Workforce Development Grant in the amount
of $287,000 to train over 100 of
its workers through the WI Fast
Forward Program.

Congratulations to MHS Tech Ed
Bravo to this year’s Tech Ed students who
completed two great projects this year! They
built Church Mutual’s new wellness/retreat
center on the grounds that resembles a quaint
country church. And they
built a new dog house for
Officer “Eros” of the police
K-9 unit.

River Bend Logo Wear
River Bend Trail shirts & hats are
now available at the Chamber,
Fresh Boutique, Johnson’s Gifts
& First Street Station. Each are
$15.

1st Annual Lobster Fest
Help support the Safe Ride
Home program by taking part
in the 1st Lobster Fest at Ballyhoos! Advanced tickets only—
$40. Will be flown in FRESH
from Maine on July 31 &
thrown in the pot just for you on August 1.

Members of the Roundtable
Watch for this new networking opportunity
this Fall that will include all members. Network with the director and
others in small groups.

“Positive Possibilities”
Thanks to our members, sponsors & numerous partnerships, the Chamber supports dozens of community programs & is
actively involved in many initiatives that
you may not be aware of.
Look for this symbol to learn
more about our history & our
future & the community programs we are involved in.

Promote your upcoming events
Do you have news that you
would like to share
with our membership? Contact the Chamber at
715-536-9474 for information!

Mark Your Calendar
June 1—Merrill City Band
Start your Independence Day celebration with the Merrill
City Band’s patriotic concert at Normal Park at 7pm. They
will be playing Patriotic & Civil War tunes.
July 3—Chamber office will be closed.
July 4—Happy 4th of July
Fireworks begin at dusk at the MARC. In case of rain the
fireworks will take place on Labor Day. Pow Wow Days
Parade in Tomahawk at 1pm.
July 7—The Sword in the Stone A free TB Scott
Library summer event at 10am at PRMS auditorium presented by Traveling Lantern Theater Company. For info
call 715-536-7191.
July 9—Gazebo Night
The season kick-off starts tonight at 6pm at Normal Park.
Tuck Pence will be playing, so bring your chairs & blankets.
In case of rain, it moves to Les & Jim’s.
July 10—6th Annual Movie in the Park
This year’s feature is Dolphin Tale 2. The movie will take
place at Normal Park beginning at dusk. Bring your chairs,
blankets & treats!
July 11—Wild West Pub Crawl
Merrill Historical Society is hosting this 2nd annual pub
crawl. Join them as they visit numerous pubs & learn about
pubs of the past from 3-8pm. For info contact 715-5365652.
July 8, 15, 22, 29—Merrill City Band Concerts
Every Wednesday night at 7pm at Normal Park.
July 16, 30—Gazebo Nights
Every Thursday night at 6pm at Normal Park.

July 22-26—Lincoln County Fair
Annual fair with rides & amusements & food vendors. Also
exhibits from over 300 4-H youths who enter more than
4000 entries. Come & support the fair & 4-H youth!

Comments, Questions
& Concerns

August 4—Community Night Out
Mark your calendars for the annual community night out at
Normal Park at 6pm.
August 13—Crazy Daze
This year’s theme is Be our Guests! Crazy Characters!
August 15—Merrill Music Fest
8+ bands will be playing at the MARC. Portion of the
proceeds go to WI Diabetes Assoc. Watch for more
details!
.Check

the Chamber Calendar 1st

For a complete listing of area events & activities
check out the Chamber of Commerce website
www.merrillchamber.org or the digital sign at
the Chamber office for event info.
Listen to us every Wednesday on WJJQ 92.5FM
& the 2nd & 4th Friday on WJMT 730 AM.

CHAMBER MEETINGS
Legislative – No Meeting

The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce wants you to read about area
businesses and other information that
we feel is important to our members.
If there are any topics you think we
should cover, please let us know. Call
the office (715-536-9474), fax us (715539-2043) or stop in at our office (705
N. Center Ave).
Our individual emails are:
Debbe Kinsey—Chief Executive Officer
director@merrillchamber.org
Cheryl Skoug—Program Manager
manager@merrillchamber.org

Foundation— No Meeting

Autumn Doyle—Office Assistant

Ambassador Club – No Meeting

info@merrillchamber.org

Board of Directors— No Meeting
Retail Promotions—7/22

Website -

Pork in the Park—6/5

www.merrillchamber.org

M E R R I L L A R E A C HA M B E R O F C O M ME R C E
T H E A D VA NT A GE

705 North Center Avenue
Merrill, Wisconsin 54452
TOLL FREE Phone: 877-907-2757

Return Service Requested

Phone: 715-536-9474
Fax: 715-539-2043
Website: www.merrillchamber.org

Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
Mission Statement
The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
is directed by its membership to support the area’s businesses
to grow, succeed and thrive
Vision Statement
To promote Merrill as a community to live, work and play for
today

Executive Board

Marty Heyne– Chairman
Tonia Speener—Chair Elect
Randy Wixson—Vice Chair
Noel Bushor – Financial Officer
Kurt Rust – Past Chairman
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Mailing Label

Board Members

Dan Frick
Pat Hinner
Nancy Kwiesielewicz
Jim Medley
Val Mindak
Shelly Mondeik
Craig Rezin
Brian Richards
Kurt Wendt
Mayor Bill Bialecki
Ex-Officio
Dave Johnson—Ex-Officio

Staff

Debbe Kinsey – Chief Executive Officer
Cheryl Skoug – Programs Manager
Autumn Doyle – Office Assistant

Members…..working together since 1911

