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Highlights

From The Director’s Doorway
Happy New Year! There is a feeling of
something new and refreshing with
every new year. But there is also the
feeling of closing as we work quickly
on year‐end reports.

 Membership Counts
 So What’s New?
 Member Programs

Your business is the same way—out
with the old and in with the new,
whether that is a new budget or end
of the year clearance sales or planning
for upcoming seasonal work.

 Ambassador News
 Extra Nuts & Bolts
 Calendar/Events

Next month I will attach my annual
Year in Review addendum to the Feb‐
ruary newsletter as we are busy clos‐
ing out 2015 this month. 2015 was a
great year with many programs and
celebrations of our membership.

Advocacy Visibility

We also have watched Merrill move
forward with the construction
of the new Aquatic Center, the
purchase of the former fair‐
grounds property, work being
done on our downtown with
diagonal parking, WI‐FI and
purchase of the former Guy’s
Shop to construct a new pocket
park.

Credibility Networking

We also witnessed the comple‐
tion of the 1st phase of the
River Bend Trail and now all the
amenities being added.
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New businesses opened and new
members joined the chamber. Park
City Credit Union expanded by adding
branches at Dave’s County Market
and a new branch on the eastside in
Pine Ridge Plaza.
And speaking of Pine Ridge Plaza,
Church Mutual has expanded and
moved a few hundred of their team
members into the former Walmart
site. And Ministry Health Care Center
is moving to the former Hallmark
store location. Now the plaza will be
filled again and will make attracting
new businesses all the more easier.
New businesses to the community are
awesome and necessary, but current
businesses expanding and helping the
community grow cannot be down
played. They are playing a major roll
in our economic development.
We ended 2015 with a bang too. Our
Merry Christmas Window Giveaway
was a success! We raised over $3000
towards decorations and the winner
of the window could not have been
sweeter. The winner was Ralph Zim‐
merman, who could not believe that
he actually won the window. We met

with him and his wife the following
Monday and helped them load up
their goodies. We found out then
they had given the prizes some
thought over the weekend and
were already making arrangements
to give prizes that they did not have
a need for to those in the commu‐
nity that did or would appreciate
the gift.
We were thrilled that the prizes in
the window were scattered to
those that needed specific items or
would be appreciative of receiving
the gift. What a wonderful family,
sharing their good fortune with
others. Their gifts to others made
for a truly wonderful Christmas
Window experience for us.
A huge thank you to all the busi‐
nesses who made the
window giveaway possi‐
ble. Now you know that
your donations made for
a truly wonderful Christ‐
mas for many!
As I look forward to 2016,
we have some great programs
planned and some planning of our
own. During this year we will be
evaluating all of our programs and
determining how much time staff
spends on each one. This will allow
us to determine which programs
are the most important to us to
continue and which ones we may
wish to discontinue.
For a small chamber we wear many
hats from chamber programming to
tourism to our chamber foundation.
We also sponsor a lot of community
programming and some program‐
ming that is great, but may take too
much of our time and may not have
any real value for the chamber.
This year long exercise is good to do
periodically and helps us to bring
only the very best programming to
the very best businesses in town.
We are also very excited to be part‐
nering with the middle school this
spring with our 20/20 Vision Pro‐
gram. We will be looking for busi‐
nesses, very soon, that will partner
with us and take part in a job fair
for the 8th graders. It is important
to bring our kids back to the com‐
munity following college or techni‐
cal training so we need to show
them what jobs exist in Merrill.
And it’s not just for those going on

to higher education. We know that
some of our kids will go right into
the work force so employers that
do not need employees with an
advanced degree will also be
needed for the job fair so that we
may show them a full‐range of em‐
ployment opportunities.
And we listen to you and are plan‐
ning for speakers and workshops
that can help train and bring the
newest information to you in 2016.
We are also looking at our technol‐
ogy and deciding what updates we
can make so that we can continue
to offer you the best services and
programs.
We also ended the year with the
taping of a Discover Wisconsin seg‐
ment on the Wisconsin River. That
show will be airing in February. I
will let you know the date once it is
finalized.
And we will also be offering the
same programs that remain popular
in 2016. Some of these programs
include the Legislative Meetings,
Business after Hours, Ambassa‐
dor’s, Workshops 101, Golf Classic,
Pork in the Park, Movie in the Park,
Annual Celebration & Awards,
Leadership Awards, and Christmas
Parade just to name a few.
And with the ringing of 2016, we
now have a new board chair—Tonia
Speener from Clark‐Dietz. We wish
Tonia a very successful year and I
look forward to working with her.
And with the ringing of the bell, we
must also thank your 2015 board
chair—Marty Heyne. Marty did a
great job as chair and I am glad that
he will remain on the board as a
leader.
And with the ringing of the bell, I
also wish you a wonderful 2016!
The staff and I look forward to
working with you and doing every‐
thing that we can to promote your
business and the community.
Our number one goal is YOU!
Happy New Year from my doorway
to yours,

Debbe

Chief Executive Officer
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Business After Hours
Date: January 21
Place: Ballyhoo’s
Time: 5:00 pm

Business After Hours

Sponsor: WI Financial Wealth Man‐
agement, Tactical Search & Recruit‐
ment & Cordova Insurance.
Join us for some networking & fun!
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Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc.

News
Friends of Normal
Park

River District Development
Foundation

Bricks make great gifts for any occasion!

Phase 1 of the River Bend Trail will be finished
being paving this summer. The new trailhead will be
developed east of the Center Ave.
bridge on Park Street.
www.riverbendtrail.com

There are 4 sizes of bricks to choose from & each
brick can be engraved with names, dates or special
messages. The bricks make wonderful gifts for
birthdays, anniversaries, holiday gifts or simply to
honor someone in a permanent way.

You can also ‘friend’ us on Face Book
now.
The Chamber Foundation is the fiscal administrator
of the River District Development Foundation &
the Friends of the River District.

Morning Mixer
Date: TBA
Place: Merrill Sheet Metal Works
Time: 7:30—9:00 am
Sponsor: Merrill Sheet Metal Works

Courthouse Christmas
Tree Lighting

Other Foundation Programs

Help us keep the lights shining on the trees/
decorations at the courthouse this Christmas
season by making a donation to Lighting
Fund. We must pay for electricity at this site
year round and we try to purchase additional
LED lights each season to help bring down the
costs.

Other programs that the Chamber Foundation
administers include:

Help keep the Christmas lights on this season
by making a tax‐deductible donation to this
worthy community fund.
Send your donation today!










Discover Downtown Merrill
Emergency Relief Fund
Courthouse Christmas Tree Lighting
Foundation Community Fund
For the Love of Merrill
125th Anniversary Fire Dept. Prints
Merrill Events
Community Enhancements (Hanging Flower Baskets)

Please consider making a tax‐deductible contribution to
any of the foundation programs. Send your tax‐deductible
donations to:

Merrill Chamber Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

Here’s the address….

So...What’s New? Additional
Programs
Our Merrill Vision 20/20 Program is kicking off with a program designed to link our
employers with middle school students. Now is the time to educate students about what
it takes to work in your business! We will be working with all segments of our employer
population linking Merrill employers with Merrill students. If you are interested in more
information contact Debbe at 715-536-9474.
We are changed our Legislative Group this past Fall. We will go to an every other month format with scheduled legislators & other government departments take part. Watch for details!
We are sending out a Daily News from WMC that will highlight the daily news of interest. Just click on the
links that interest you. A simple way to get today’s news highlights!
We have started a new social media marketing program, ‘Chamber Moments’ that will include photos &
thoughts on Face Book, mini videos & articles. Watch for these ‘moments’! Chamber’s around the world
are taking part & posting the same info simultaneously.
We started a weekly e-blast called ‘What’s Up Wednesday’ that will provide updates on upcoming
events/activities & things you need to know. Members may include their text only messages for $15 up to
25 words—no pictures allowed. Call Cheryl for details at 715-536-9474.

Additional Programs
Ch[m\_r on Tour
We believe that your business is a
STAR. Showcase your business by
joining the Chamber Tour Program.
Contact us to get your business on
the tour schedule today!
Sign‐up now for 2015 tours….
Morning Mixer
Sign‐up now to host/sponsor a quarterly program
in 2015. Business before Hours is a
great way to showcase your business
& have social interaction with your
fellow business members—especially
if you are unable to attend Business
after Hours!
Government News
This program will email blast government informa‐
tion to members such as City of
Merrill agendas & other state & fed‐
eral government information, pro‐
grams & newsletters.
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Ambassadors Club:

Beautification & Facade Recognitions & Ribbon Cuttings
Ambassador News & Ribbon Cuttings
Ribbon Cuttings

Upcoming Ribbon Cuttings
January 6 @ 9:00 am
Park City Credit Union—East
Located next to Lee’s Piggly Wiggly
January 13 @ 12:00 Noon
Ministry Health Care Center
Located at the Pine Ridge Plaza in the
former Hallmark store location.

We are looking to grow our Ambassadors Club
in 2015 and we need YOU! Our Ambassadors
are the ’welcome wagon’ of the Chamber.
They celebrate new businesses, business ex‐
pansions & membership!
Want to meet new businesses? Then become
an Ambassador! Contact us for all the details.
It’s a great way to grow your business & cele‐
brate what makes Merrill so great—our local
business members!

Rutt-n-Rod
Building Business One Ribbon at a Time

Congratulations to Rutt-n-Rod!
What an awesome sporting goods
store. Be sure to check it out.

Do you know someone opening a new business
that would like to have a ribbon cutting? Have you
recently remodeled your business or façade &
would like a ribbon cutting? Contact us & let us
know!

Member Programs

Ambassador of the Month
Jennifer Porath

24-Hour Information Center
Did you know that only Chamber members &
other Chamber/visitor centers can advertise
in the Information Center? Place your brochures, flyers and/or business cards for FREE.
The Information Center is a very busy place
& is restocked daily.

Red Carpet Pak
Did you know that only members can advertise & make
special offers in our Red Carpet Pak’s that given to new
Merrill residents to welcome them & introduce them the Merrill area?

Newsletter Inserts
Did you know that only members can advertise in the Chamber e-news/newsletter?
Cost is only $25 & your message will reach
over 500 people. It’s also on our website
that receives over 6000 hits per month.

Webvertising
Advertise on our website! Cost for this great
new webvertising is only $25 per month!
Great way to grab attention to your business
Our website & links receive 7000+ hits per
month so it’s an economical way to advertise!

Member to Member
Did you know that you can offer other members discounts on purchases and services as a
way of advertising & marketing your business?
If you are willing to offer a discount to other
Chamber members, please
contact us so that we can get
the word out to other members!
Office Assistance
Did you know that only members can make
copies free of charge at the Chamber? Or
use our fax machine? Or bulk mail stamp for
large bulk mailings? Contact us for details.

Our membership depends on volunteers!
Here are some ways that you can help:
Golf Outing ■ Crazy Daze ■ Pork in the Park
Promotions Committee ■ Ambassador Club
Women of Distinction ■ Music Fest
Contact Debbe for more information. Email
director@merrillchamber.org

At the Chamber, it’s all about You!
We are bringing the Best to the Best!

VOLUNTEER

Jennifer Porath is Ambassador of the
month for January!
Jennifer is a Merrill native & graduated
from MHS in 2007. She received her
Bachelors in Accounting in from UW‐
Whitewater in 2011 & her Masters of
Professional Accountancy in 2012.
Jennifer has worked at Wipfli CPA’s &
Consultants for 4 years in the tax depart‐
ment. She specializes in Individuals, Cor‐
porations, S‐Corporations, Partnerships,
Trusts, Not‐for‐Profits, & Gift tax returns.
Jennifer has a brother & sister & two
amazing nephews. In her spare time she
likes craft projects, group fitness classes
& spending time with her nephews.
Jennifer enjoys being an Ambassador
because it allows her the opportunity to
meet new people and engage with both
new and old businesses in Merrill.
Congratulations Jennifer! You are a
great representation of the Merrill Cham‐
ber Ambassador program.

PAGE 4

THE ADVANTAGE

VOLUME XXXVII ISSUE I

Member-to-Member Club

Chamber Education:

Join Today & Save

2016 Workshops

The Chamber’s Member to Member Club,
is a product discount program for Chamber
members only. If your business is willing to
offer a discount to other Chamber members
contact us now! Gain marketing exposure &
potential new business customers. Be a part
of the Club!
As a Chamber member you will receive a discount at the following businesses:
Put Your Business Name Here!
*Ye Old Sweet Shoppe—10%
*Blooming Wishes —10%

*VIP On-line Member Discounts— to join
email them at VIP@dwave.net
for complete details on discounts.
*Northwood's Evergreen & Wire Co. —20%
*Ziesemer Photography - 15% on business
portraits
*Off the Grid Technologies—they build your
website & receive 1/yr Free webhosting
*Lincoln & Timeline Windows—factory direct—10%

Just mention the
Member-to-Member
Club & start saving
today!

Business of the Month

Cerny’s Greenhouse was established in 1981
by Bill and Justin Cerny as a small family run
retail greenhouse. Today it has grown into one
of the largest wholesale and retail greenhouses
in North Central Wisconsin. They are open
from mid‐November until Christmas and from
April until early July.

DOA: Working for Small
Business
Networking 101
If there are other educational programs that
you would like the Chamber to bring to you,
please contact us with your ideas.

In the subject line type: Education Topic

they go that extra mile to achieve it.”
Cerny’s is more than just a place to purchase
your plants for your garden. They offer
classes and special events, a newsletter, a
blog and gardening tips and resources.
Cerny’s Greenhouse is also the local business
that is contracted to provide the beautiful
hanging baskets that grace our community
streets during the summer due to the diligent
work of the volunteers from the Community
Hanging Basket Committee.

Bill and Justin keep things running smoothly
and growing with their combined 75 years of
gardening knowledge and experience between
them.

Cerny’s mission is simple: To Share our God‐
given talents in the greenhouse profession by
providing the very best service, knowledge
and quality plant products, so our customers
can create and achieve an uplifting and
memorable gardening experience.

Cerny’s was built based on exceptional service
and high quality homegrown plants. All crops
are grown right here so you know that they are
climate rated for this area.

Cerny’s Greenhouse, just one more area
business who is in the business of making
your world beautiful!

Over 20 dedicated employees keep things run‐
ning smoothly during Cerny’s peak times. Bill
Cerny says, “We’re only as good as the people
that work for us and our crew is 2nd to none.
They know that serving you, our customer is
the only we survive and stay successful and

Theft: How to Protect your
Business

Reminders

Cerny’s Greenhouse

The Business of the Month for January
is Cerny’s Greenhouse. It is located
at N10856 Hwy. A in Tomahawk.
Their telephone number is 715‐453‐
4143 and their email is
info@cernysgreenhouse.com.

 Dept. of Revenue

Send us your suggestions via email at
info@merrillchamber.org

*Super Lube—15%
*Creative Card Acceptance—1/2 priced USB
reader or $25 off USB signature
pad

Coming in 2016

S h o p

m _ r r

I

l l

What’s Up Wednesday?
Watch for your mini weekly newslet‐
ter of upcoming events every
Wednesday via email and on our
Face Book page at Merrill Chamber.
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Chamber Chat….did you know?
New Merry Christmas Window
Congratulations to Ralph
Zimmerman, the winner
of our Merry Christmas
Window! He really
helped spread the cheer
by giving away many of
the prizes to those in
need or who could best
utilize some of the prizes. What a great way to
say Merry Christmas to many in our community.
A big thank you to Lincoln Community Bank for
allowing us to use the former Thelma’s store!
And thanks also to all the businesses who made
the window a possibility: A Cut Above, AmericInn,
Bletsoe’s Cheese, Blooming Wishes, Book World,
Carl’s Liquor, CARQUEST, Cenex, Cerny’s Greenhouse, Chip’s, Courtside Furniture, Culver’s of
Merrill, Ed & Sharon’s, Fabiano Brothers, Fun Stuff,
Hugo’s, Johnson Gifts & Pharmacy, Josepha’s, Les &
Jim’s, Merrill Ace Hardware, Merrill Eagles Club,
Merrill Golf Course, NAPA, O’Reilly Auto Parts,
Peaceful Palms Massage, Photography by Tina, Plautz
Pub, Precision Laser Cutting, S&S Bar, Salvo’s, Shear

Essentials, Stark Automotive, Sweeter Times, The
Fresh Boutique, Victory Fireworks, VIP/Radio
Shack, Walmart, Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe, Z-Best
Car Wash, Dave’s County Market.

Christmas Lights
Christmas may be over, but we still have electricity costs all year-round for the courthouse
decorations. All donations are tax-deductible.
Please make your tax deductible donations for
this worthy community event.
Send your donation to the
Chamber at 705 N. Center
Avenue to keep this lighting
Sponsor‐a‐Light
tradition alive.

Congratulations
Ministry Medical Group Clinic is moving to the
Pine Ridge Plaza where the former Hallmark
store was located on January 11. The new
location will give patients much better access
and make the clinic more visible.

Taking Notes…..
Thank You
A big thank you to our
outgoing Board Chair
Marty Heyne! 2015 was a
great year due to your
leadership at the chamber.
Marty will remain on the
board and serve as the
Immediate Past Chair during 2016.

Welcome
A big welcome to our income
Board Chair Tonia Speener!
2016 is shaping up to be a
great year and we look forward to working with you.

Thank You
A big thank you to Mike Ravn, outgoing CEO
of Church Mutual for being a community
champion and a great friend of the Chamber.
Best wishes on your retirement!

Church Mutual Satellite Office
The long awaited satellite office for Church
Mutual opens this month at the site of the
former Walmart in the Pine Ridge Plaza.
Following a multi-million dollar renovation, a
few hundred employees will take up residence at this location. What a change for
the mall being filled again. Thanks
Church Mutual for investing in our
community & your home-base!

Church Mutual New CEO
Church Mutual will welcome
their new CEO Rich Poirier this
month. Congratulations Rich on
your new position!

Welcome New Members
We would like to welcome our
newest member Presence of Balance Massage located at the Riverside Athletic Club!

Thank You
Another big thank you to all our 2015 new
members: Spectrum Insurance, WI Financial
Wealth Management, Tactical Search & Recruitment, Hearing Services of WI, Rutt-nRod, Pine River Fire Department, Golden
Hawk Canoe’s, Salvation Army of Merrill,
Merrill VFW, The Sawmill, and Presence of
Balance Massage.

Extra Nuts & Bolts
Requests for Merrill information
only during the month of December:
Phone calls: 184
Emails: 101
Chamber

Walk-ins: 200
Info mailed out: 115
Website Visits:

1771

Restock Center: 41

Viewed: N/A

“Positive Possibilities”
Thanks to our members, sponsors & numerous partnerships, the Chamber supports dozens of community programs & is
actively involved in many initiatives that
you may not be aware of.
Look for this symbol to learn
more about our history & our
future & the community programs we are involved in.

Happy New Year
From Your Chamber Staff
Promote your upcoming events
Contact Cheryl at
manager@merrillchamber.org

Mark Your Calendar
Jan. 2, 16, 30—Ice Oval Racing
Gates open at 8am at the Gleason Community Club
for this winter favorite. Races begin at 11am.
Admission is $5/adults and kids 10 and under are
free. Food/refreshments on grounds in heated
building. For more details visit www.gleasoncc.org
Jan. 16, 23, 30 —Merrill Ice Drags
World Championship Week racing on Lake Alexander off Council Grounds State Park from 12 noon4pm. The cost $12 to be in the pits otherwise it’s
FREE. For info contact Bill Bunnell at 715-4099493.
Jan. 21—Business after Hours
Join us for the first Business after Hours of 2016
from 5-7pm at Ballyhoos sponsored by Tactical
Search & Recruitment and Wisconsin Financial
Wealth Management.
Jan. 23-24—Annual Dog Sled Races
Meet the mushers and dogs and watch the races
right off of Hwy. 64 behind Pine River Elementary
School. Races begin at 10am on Saturday and 9am
on Sunday.
Jan. 23—Winterfest
It’s family fun during Winterfest. There is a sled
competition for the best home constructed sled
and downhill races, ice skating indoor and outdoor,
ice sculpting, volleyball tournaments and more.
Contact the Merrill Parks & Rec. at 715-536-7313
for information.

Jan. 26—Alaska String Band
The Merrill Concert Association present the Alaska
String Band at the Merrill High School auditorium at
7pm. Admission by season membership only.
Membership includes reciprocal concerts with
Antigo and Medford. For information or to join
contact Megan at 715-252-6295 or go to
www.MACA@ntmtr.com
Jan. 30—TB Scott Library
Will host A.M. Bostwick, award winning author of
The Great Cat Nap, for a reading and book signing of
the newly released sequel, The Clawed Monet, at
10am in the library community room For more
info call 715-536-7191.

Check the Chamber Calendar 1st
For a complete listing of area events & activities
check out the Chamber of Commerce website
www.merrillchamber.org or the digital sign at the
Chamber office for event info.
Listen to us every Wednesday on WJJQ 92.5FM &
the 2nd & 4th Friday on WJMT 730 AM.

Comments, Questions
& Concerns
The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce wants you to read about area
businesses and other information that
we feel is important to our members.
If there are any topics you think we
should cover, please let us know. Call
the office (715-536-9474), fax us (715539-2043) or stop in at our office (705
N. Center Ave).
Our individual emails are:
Debbe Kinsey—Chief Executive Officer
director@merrillchamber.org
Cheryl Skoug—Program Manager

CHAMBER MEETINGS
Legislative – 2/8

manager@merrillchamber.org
Autumn Doyle—Office Assistant

Foundation— 1/15

info@merrillchamber.org

Ambassador Club – 1/19

Website -

Board of Directors— 1/20

www.merrillchamber.org

Retail Promotions—1/27

merrillchamber

M E R R I L L A R E A C HA M B E R O F C O M ME R C E
T H E A D VA NT A GE

705 North Center Avenue
Merrill, Wisconsin 54452
TOLL FREE Phone: 877-907-2757

Return Service Requested

Phone: 715-536-9474
Fax: 715-539-2043
Website: www.merrillchamber.org

Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
Mission Statement
The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
is directed by its membership to support the area’s businesses
to grow, succeed and thrive
Vision Statement
To promote Merrill as a community to live, work and play for
today

Executive Board

Tonia Speener—Chairman
Randy Wixson—Chair Elect
—Vice Chair
Noel Bushor – Financial Officer
Marty Heyne– Past Chairman
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Mailing Label

Board Members

Dan Frick
Nancy Kwiesielewicz
Val Mindak
Shelly Mondeik
Kent Reinhardt
Brian Richards
Kurt Rust
Kurt Wendt
Mayor Bill Bialecki
Ex-Officio
Dave Johnson—Ex-Officio

Staff

Debbe Kinsey – Chief Executive Officer
Cheryl Skoug – Programs Manager
Autumn Doyle – Office Assistant

Members…..working together since 1911

Merrill Chamber of Commerce
Presents

BUSINESS
AFTER HOURS
Tactical Search & Recruitment, Cordova Agency and Wisconsin Financial
Wealth Management have invited us to join them at Ballyhoo’s for a night
of networking with other Chamber members. You will be able to relax,
unwind, and socialize with both old and new acquaintances.
.

j{xÜxM UtÄÄç{ÉÉËá
DEG aA cÜÉáÑxvà fàA

Who is invited:
Chamber Members and their
guest (friend, spouse or Business
Associate)

What to expect:





When: January 21,2016
5pm to 7pm
Cost: $2.00



Optional cost:
 $1.00 and a Business Card
for a 50/50 raffle
 Raffle



Raffles
Hors D’oeuvres
Cash Bar
Information about the
Sponsors and Hosts
Upcoming events with
the Chamber
Meeting someone new

Sponsors:

Tactical Search & Recruitment,
Cordova Agency
Wisconsin Financial Wealth
Management

And

Would you like to
Sponsor a Business
after Hours?
Contact Cheryl at
the Chamber office,
715-536-9474

New Year New You

Are You Ready?

Join Us for

“Nutrition for Life”

 What are your goals?  Free samples
 Nutrition myths

 Healthy Snacks

 Detox Your Way to Weight Loss

 Nutrition and Weight Loss Coaching

MAKE THE REST OF YOUR LIFE

THE BEST OF YOUR LIFE!

RSVP for this FREE workshop
in person or call 715.539.9797

Monday, Jan 11, 6:00p

www.KidsChiroWi.com

