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From The Director’s Doorway
Merry Christmas!

 Membership Counts

As I am writing this it is mid-month
and temperature is still in the 5060 degrees, the sky is bright blue
and the sun is shining. It doesn’t
seem possible that we are talking
about the Christmas parade, cards
and Santa!

 So What’s New?
 Member Programs
 Ambassador News
 Extra Nuts & Bolts
 Calendar/Events

But since I am now in a cast, I am
glad that at this very moment there
is no snow on the ground! Yes, I
did it again, fell on Halloween and
broke my ankle. It has been a very
bad 12 months for me physically, so
here is to a great 2017—I
think I have earned it!

Advocacy Visibility

Besides my ankle, the
“breaking” story here is that
our 2016 Christmas Cards &
prints are here and ready to
go! This year’s painting is
“Trinity Bells” and depicts
Trinity Lutheran Church. They are
going very quickly, so stop in and
get yours before it is too late!

Credibility Networking

I would also like to say congratula-

to our Office Assistant Trista
Inside this issue: tions
Wolff for being nominated as one of

Chamber Foundation

ODC’s Employee of the Year! Trista
2 is doing a great job with us & her
development is growing everyday.
Be sure to say congratulations when
2 you see her smiling face.
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Business after Hours

e-News

It’s also that time of year when we
kick-off the Dept. of Tourism’s Big
Bundle Up Program. For the 6th
year in a row we are once again
collecting warm, gently used or new
winter clothing—coats, scarves,
hats, mittens, & sweaters that will
be donated to local organizations &
charities. We are collecting Nov. 17
thru Jan. 1. Just drop the items off
in the box located inside our foyer/
visitor center area anytime. It is
open 24 hours. Last year we gave
away over 300 pieces of warm
winter clothing to Merrill residents.

And don’t forget, this weekend is
the official Merrill Christmas kick
-off. Downtown businesses will
have specials all day on December
3 and the 26th Annual Lighted
Parade kicks-off at 5:00 pm with
Santa lighting the huge wreath
immediately following the parade.
Immediately following the parade
is the Park Lane Luminaria where
the neighborhood lights up with
thousands of luminarias. Drive,
walk or take a wagon ride from
Bell Tower. And don’t forget to
visit the Annual Tannenbaum
Festival on Saturday or
Sunday at St. Stephan’s
Church.

Also please remember
to donate to the Annual
Mitten Tree at Miller’s
Furniture or The Tree of Hope
with the Merrill Firefighters.
Merrill is such a warm and cozy,
Christmassy small town! It just
warms my heart!
And speaking of warming hearts,
when you look at the giant
wreath lit up on the courthouse
lawn, remember that it was built
for us and donated by Mitchell
Metal Products. But it means so
much more than just a giant
wreath. It should remind us all
that it is Mitchell Metal Products
that donates all of the wreath
forms that are placed on every
grave at Arlington National Cemetery every Christmas. I hope that
when you look at Merrill’s giant
wreath, you will take a moment &
remember that our wreath represents all those wreaths at Arlington—with love from Merrill’s
very own Mitchell Metal Products.
Being in a cast this year will cer-

tainly put a huge damper in my
own ‘over the top’ Christmas
decorating that takes months to
complete. But there are so many
ways to enjoy the holidays right
here in Merrill! This just may be
the year to curl up with a cup of
hot chocolate & watch Christmas
movies to my hearts content!
And preparing for Santa with my
two little grandson’s at their
house this year!
True the sun maybe shining & it
feels more like fall than approaching winter. But I can already see the lights & the
sounds of Christmas that will be
permeating the air when you are
reading this newsletter in two
weeks. And I’m getting excited
because Merrill is so special at
this time of year!
Yes, we are looking forward to
2017 and all the great things that
will be coming our way. But I’m
pretty thankful for this year. I’m
glad that I am able to enjoy another Christmas with you.
Although this has been a year of
trials, there has been so much to
be thankful for. Remember to
enjoy the season with all of it’s
meaning for you & your family.
But also remember to look behind
what you are seeing & experiencing—there is usually a much
deeper reason for what we are
experiencing this season.
From my doorway to yours,

Have a Very Merrill Christmas!

Debbe
Chief Executive Officer
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Business After Hours
Date: December 1

News

Friends of Normal
Park

Place: Les & Jim’s
Time: 5:00pm

Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc.

Business After Hours

Bricks make great gifts for any occasion!

Sponsors: Merrill Community Bank,
Courtside Furniture & Sunrise Broadcasting.

There are 4 sizes of bricks to choose from & each
brick can be engraved with names, dates or special
messages. The bricks make wonderful gifts for
birthdays, anniversaries, holiday gifts or simply to
honor someone in a permanent way.

Courthouse Christmas
Lighting
Make you donations now to help support the
beautiful Christmas decorations on the courthouse lawn. We must pay for the electricity
year-round as well as bulb replacement.
Make your tax-deductible donation to:
Merrill Chamber Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill. WI 54452

Friends of the Merrill
City Band

Other Foundation Programs

Other programs that the Chamber Foundation
administers include:

Time: 5:00pm

Friends of the Merrill City Band has kicked off a
capital fundraiser to help with needed supplies
and improvements to Normal Park for their concerts & other events. The Merrill City Band has
been actively entertaining Merrill residents since
1911 and now they need your help. Plans include
bathrooms, concession stand, warming house,
sprinkler system & new sod!

Sponsor: Eagle’s Club

To make a tax-deductible donation:

Date: January 26, 2017
Place: Eagle’s Club

Friends of the Merrill City Band
Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452










Discover Downtown Merrill
Emergency Relief Fund
Friends of the River Bend Trail
Foundation Community Fund
For the Love of Merrill
125th Anniversary Fire Dept. Prints
Merrill Events
Community Enhancements (Hanging Flower Baskets)

Please consider making a tax-deductible contribution to
any of the foundation programs. Send your taxdeductible donations to:

Merrill Chamber Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

Donations can be made in any amount.

So...What’s New? Additional
Programs
Our Merrill Vision 20/20 Program was on May 20 and was a success! We took 200
8th grade students out to local businesses in 15 of their 16 selected Career Clusters. This
is part of our Workforce Development Program for our programming under the state
Future Project program. We will be calling upon local businesses again next year to continue matching students with career interests locally. Now is the time to educate students about
what it takes to work in your business! We will be working with all segments of our employer
population linking Merrill employers with Merrill students. If you are interested in more information contact Debbe at 715-536-9474.
We changed our Legislative Group this past Fall. We will go to an every other month format with scheduled legislators & other government departments take part. Watch for details!
We are sending out a Daily News from WMC that will highlight the daily news of interest. Just click on the
links that interest you. A simple way to get today’s news highlights!
We have started a new social media marketing program, ‘Chamber Moments’ that will include photos &
thoughts on Face Book, mini videos & articles. Watch for these ‘moments’! Chamber’s around the world
are taking part & posting the same info simultaneously.
We started a weekly e-blast called ‘What’s Up Wednesday’ that will provide updates on
upcoming events/activities & things you need to know. Members may include their text only
messages for $15 up to 25 words—no pictures allowed. Call Cheryl for details at 715536-9474.

Additional Programs
Chamber on Tour
We believe that your business is a
STAR. Showcase your business by
joining the Chamber Tour Program. Contact us to get your business on the tour schedule today!
Sign-up now for 2015 tours….
Morning Mixer
Sign-up now to host/sponsor a quarterly program
in 2017. Business before Hours is a
great way to showcase your business
& have social interaction with your
fellow business members—especially
if you are unable to attend Business
after Hours!
Government News
This program will email blast government information to members such as City of
Merrill agendas & other state & federal government information, programs & newsletters.
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Ambassadors Club:
Beautification & Facade Recognitions & Ribbon Cuttings
Ambassador News & Ribbon Cuttings
Ribbon Cuttings
Sawmill Brewing Company

Congratulations
The Ambassador’s have selected a new
chairman for 2017. Congratulations to
Leah Nelson of Associated Bank!

Want to meet new businesses? Then become
an Ambassador! Contact us for all the details.
It’s a great way to grow your business & celebrate what makes Merrill so great—our local
business members!

Thanks
A big thank you to outgoing Ambassador
Chair Dr. Carrie Kennedy of the Wellness
Center at Gress Chiropractic. Carrie has
been the chair for the past two years &
has done a great job!
Welcome
Welcome new member Haunted Sawmill!

Building Business One Ribbon at a Time

Do you know someone opening a new business
that would like to have a ribbon cutting? Have you
recently remodeled your business or façade &
would like a ribbon cutting? Contact us & let us
know!

Member Programs
24-Hour Information Center
Did you know that only Chamber members &
other Chamber/visitor centers can advertise
in the Information Center? Place your brochures, flyers and/or business cards for FREE.
The Information Center is a very busy place
& is restocked daily.

Red Carpet Pak
Did you know that only members can advertise & make
special offers in our Red Carpet Pak’s that given to new
Merrill residents to welcome them & introduce them the Merrill area?

Newsletter Inserts
Did you know that only members can advertise in the Chamber e-news/newsletter?
Cost is only $25 & your message will reach
over 500 people. It’s also on our website
that receives over 6000 hits per month.

Webvertising
Advertise on our website! Cost for this great
new webvertising is only $25 per month!
Great way to grab attention to your business
Our website & links receive 7000+ hits per
month so it’s an economical way to advertise!

Member to Member
Did you know that you can offer other members discounts on purchases and services as a
way of advertising & marketing your business?
If you are willing to offer a discount to other
Chamber members, please
contact us so that we can get
the word out to other members!
Office Assistance
Did you know that only members can make
copies free of charge at the Chamber? Or
use our fax machine? Or bulk mail stamp for
large bulk mailings? Contact us for details.

Our membership depends on volunteers!
Here are some ways that you can help:
Golf Outing ■ Crazy Daze ■ Pork in the Park
Promotions Committee ■ Ambassador Club
Women of Distinction
Contact Debbe for more information. Email
director@merrillchamber.org

At the Chamber, it’s all about You!
We are bringing the Best to the Best!

VOLUNTEER

New Website
Our new website has launched and it is
very user friendly. You find that it is easier
to maneuver in and that some new features
have been added.
One of the best features is the long awaited
member web pages. Each member can
have their own web page that you manage
yourself. This is a great tool for businesses
that do not have their own website or for
the business who wants to post coupons or
daily specials. If you have your own website, your hotlink will still work to move
visitors to your site, but a single page maybe just what you are looking for either or
not you have your own website.
You will also notice that there are now
separate tabs for tourism and the chamber
foundation. These will be great tools especially if you are wanting to make a donation
to one of the many project funds that the
foundation operates.
For more information send questions to
Cheryl at manager@merrillchamber.org or
to Debbe at director@merrillchamber.org
or call us at 715-536-9474.
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Chamber Education:

Member-to-Member Club
Join Today & Save

The Chamber’s Member to Member Club,
is a product discount program for Chamber
members only. If your business is willing to
offer a discount to other Chamber members
contact us now! Gain marketing exposure &
potential new business customers. Be a part
of the Club!
As a Chamber member you will receive a discount at the following businesses:

2016-17 Workshops
*Ziesemer Photography - 15% on business
portraits
*Lincoln & Timeline Windows—factory direct—10%

Just mention the Member-to-Member Club
& start saving today!

Coming in 2017
 Dept. of Revenue
Theft: How to Protect your
Business
If there are other educational programs that
you would like the Chamber to bring to you,
please contact us with your ideas.

Put Your Business Name Here!
*Ye Old Sweet Shoppe—10%

Send us your suggestions via email at info@merrillchamber.org

*Super Lube—15%

In the subject line type: Education Topic

*VIP On-line Member Discounts— to join
email them at VIP@dwave.net
for complete details on discounts.
*Northwood's Evergreen & Wire Co. —20%

Business of the Month

Merrill Youth Hockey Association
The Business of the Month for December is the Merrill Youth Hockey
Association. It was incorporated in
1980 as a place for kids to come &
learn the game of hockey.
The Merrill Youth Hockey Association
(MYHA) is located at the Merrill Area Recreation Complex (MARC), 1100 MARC
Drive in Merrill.
The teams originally played on outdoor
rinks. In 1995 the Smith Center was built
with donations from the Smith Family &
fundraising efforts of the MYHA & the
program moved indoors.
MYHA has many programs from teaching
kids how to skate to the basics of hockey
to high school levels.
Programs include Learn to Skate, ADM
Mites teaches kids under age 8 the basics
of the game; Squirts is for kids 9-10 years
old; PeeWees are for 11-12 years old; Bantams is for 13-14 year olds; and Midgets is
for high school aged students.
MYHA offers many ways to help parents

with expenses. Hockey equipment can
be rented rather than purchased & once
you pay for hockey you receive hockey
cards to sell to help reimburse your
costs. Hockey families volunteer their
time to help keep costs down.
MYHA hosts many tournaments like
Badger State Games, State Hockey Tournaments & others at the Smith Center
rink. The kids have brought home many
trophies for 1st, 2nd & 3rd places. In the
State Tournament, each team must earn
its spot to compete.
Merrill Youth Hockey Association is one
more example of a homegrown, volunteer operation that serves the youth of
the community. MYHA takes pride in
making the programs fun for everyone.

Reminders
S h o p

m e r r

I

l l

What’s Up Wednesday?
Watch for your mini weekly newsletter of upcoming events every
Wednesday via email and on our
Face Book page at Merrill Chamber.

THE ADVANTAGE
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Chamber Chat….did you know?
Holiday Decorations
It’s hard to believe but the holiday decorations at the courthouse are up and once
again we need assistance in raising funds to
pay for the electricity bills. Donations in any
amount are accepted. Make
your tax deductible donation
to the Merrill Chamber Foundation and help us keep the
lights on this holiday season!

Scotland & Ireland Trip
The date is set for our next networking adventure. The dates are April 1-12, 2017.
Brochures & all the info is now available.
Stop by & pick up a brochure today for one
of the most relaxing trip, friendly
adventures!

Christmas Parade
The annual Christmas Parade is December 3.
at 5pm. Santa will light up the giant wreath at
the Courthouse immediately following the
parade.

Chamber Closed
The Chamber office will be closed on Monday,
December 26 for the Christmas holiday
And on Monday, January 2 for the New
Years holiday.

Website Page Now Ready
The individual website pages are now ready on
our new website and for a limited time we are
offering this as a trial to our members. If you
do not have website or want a webpage to
advertise your specials,
menu’s,
etc. then this is the perfect offer
for you. Contact Cheryl
for information.

2016 Merrill Christmas Card The new
Christmas cards and prints are here—”The
Trinity Bells” Stop by the Chamber and get
you prints and cards today!

Taking Notes…..
Congratulations
Church Mutual has been named a Futuremakers Partner by the Wisconsin Technical
College System recognition of its dynamic and
enduring partnership with
NTC!

Capital Campaign Launch
The VFW Post kicked off a campaign to raise $2
million for a new 14,376 sq. ft. building at the
corner of Johnson & 6th Streets

Secretary of Tourism Here
Stephanie Klett, Sec. of WI Tourism was here
touring Merrill & catching up with all the happenings in Merrill!

Rodeo Wins Again
Congratulations to the WI River
Pro Rodeo Association for being
named the Best Mid-Sized Rodeo
for the 3rd time!

Extra Nuts & Bolts
Requests for Merrill information
only during the month of November:
Phone calls: 287
Emails: 182
Chamber

Walk-ins: 178
Info mailed out: 270
Website Visits:

1654

Restock Center: 118

“Positive Possibilities”
Thanks to our members, sponsors & numerous partnerships, the Chamber supports dozens of community programs & is
actively involved in many initiatives that
you may not be aware of.
Look for this symbol to learn
more about our history & our
future & the community programs we are involved in.

Promote your upcoming events
Contact Cheryl at
manager@merrillchamber.org

Mark Your Calendar
Dec. 3—Annual Lighted Parade
Join the fun & kick off Christmas Merrill
style with the Annual Lighted Christmas
Parade at 5:00 pm on Saturday, Dec. 3.
Santa will be there is light up the giant
wreath!

Dec. 3—Annual Luminaria Tour
Immediately following the parade come
up to the hospital area for the Park Lane
Luminaria Tour. There will be thousands
of luminaria. Stop by Bell Tower for
cookies. Walk, drive or take a wagon
ride through the neighborhood.
Dec. 3-4—Annual O’Tannenbaum Tour

Kick-off the holiday with the annual sights
and sounds of the O’Tannenbaum Tour
at St. Stephan’s from 10a-7pm on Saturday and 10am-3pm on Sunday.
Dec.25—Christmas

Comments, Questions
& Concerns

Dec. 26 - Chamber Closed
The Chamber will be closed the day after
Christmas for holiday.

The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce wants you to read about area
businesses and other information that
we feel is important to our members. If
there are any topics you think we should
cover, please let us know. Call the office
(715-536-9474), fax us (715-539-2043) or
stop in at our office (705 N. Center Ave).

For a complete listing of area
events & activities check out the
Chamber of Commerce website
www.merrillchamber.org or the
digital sign at the Chamber office
for event info.

Our individual emails are:
Debbe Kinsey—Chief Executive Officer

Listen to us every Thursday on
WJJQ 92.5FM & the 2nd & 4th Friday on WJMT 730 AM.

director@merrillchamber.org
Cheryl Skoug—Program Manager

manager@merrillchamber.org

CHAMBER MEETINGS

Trista Wolff—Office Assistant

Legislative – TBA

info@merrillchamber.org

Foundation— 1/20

Website -

Ambassador Club – 12/20
Board of Directors— 12/21

www.merrillchamber.org

Retail Promotions—TBA

merrillchamber1
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Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
Mission Statement

The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
is committed to its members by helping
their businesses to grow, succeed and thrive
Vision Statement

The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce is committed to
promoting the Merrill area as a community to live, work and
play for today

Executive Board

Board Members

Tonia Speener—Chairman
Randy Wixson—Chair Elect
Dr. Shelly Mondeik—Vice Chair
Noel Bushor – Financial Officer
Marty Heyne– Past Chairman

Dan Frick
Barb Haffemann
Nancy Kwiesielewicz
Kent Reinhardt
Brian Richards
Kurt Rust
Jeff Schneider
Tim Schreiber
Kurt Wendt
Mayor Bill Bialecki
Ex-Officio
Dave Johnson—Ex-Officio

Staff

Debbe Kinsey – Chief Executive Officer
Cheryl Skoug – Programs Manager
Trista Wolff – Office Assistant
Kelsey Amelse—Student Intern
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