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From The Director’s Doorway

 Membership Counts

May flowers always line your path,
And sunshine light your day,
May songbirds serenade you every
step along the way,
May a rainbow run beside you,
In a sky that’s always blue,
And may happiness fill your heart
each day your whole life
through.

 So What’s New?
 Member Programs
 Ambassador News
 Extra Nuts & Bolts
 Calendar/Events

Advocacy Visibility

Ireland, an island of such beauty and
contrast. Parts are so green and lush
and parts are baron and harsh.
Palm trees and tropical flowers
exist in mild temperatures and
snow caps the tops of the
mountains. The sea that sur‐
rounds it is both calm and
crashing. And the sunshine is
as plentiful as the gentle mist
that blankets the island in
small, almost daily burst of
moisture.
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Ireland has a very sad history, which
sent many of our Irish immigrants to
the shores of North America. Yet, the
Irish are known for their sense of
humor and a happy, optimist atti‐
tude. And they love to have great
Craic (fun)!
St. Patrick’s Day is mostly an Ameri‐
can holiday or celebration. Although
it is celebrated in Dublin with a pa‐
rade that is full of Craic that lends
itself to the tourism industry. Tour‐
ists from all over the world visit Dub‐
lin for this celebration, so the locals
get into the act for fun and a
(another) reason to pack the local
pubs!
Of course we celebrate St. Patty’s
Day here with costumes, Corned Beef
& Cabbage dinners served up at
many restaurants and green beer. In
America tourists travel to big celebra‐
tion sites in the US for parades and
pub crawls in New York, Boston and
Chicago to witness the Chicago River
being turned to green!
In Merrill we will host our St. Patty’s
Business after Hours on March 16 at
Les & Jim’s hosted by the Merrill
United Way & Friends. Get ready for
some fun Kissing the Blarney Stone,

live music, great raffle prizes and
maybe some Irish trivia!
What a great way to kick‐off our
2017 Chamber visit to Ireland and
Scotland next year. It seems like a
long time off, but it really isn’t and
we will share trip information with
you so that you can begin prepar‐
ing for the trip with us! It’s a great
experience and Ireland has one of
the best Chamber systems in the
world.
Bell Tower Residence is also host‐
ing their first Corned Beef & Cab‐
bage Dinner on March 17 from
4:30‐7pm in Assisi Hall. The cost is
$12 for adults and $6 for kids un‐
der 12 years. They host a great
and popular Gumbo Dinner for Fat
Tuesday annually so this Irish din‐
ner should be just as
popular.
You will also find many
of our local restaurants
also serving up Corned
Beef & Cabbage on the
same day, but come to
eat early before they run out!
As I share with you every year, I
am so Irish that I bleed green! This
past year I have been working on
my family tree and fortunately
have been able to go back in many
cases 30+ generations. It has been
frustrating at times but so reward‐
ing when I make a break through. I
have said so many time (and have
heard many of you say the same
thing), I wish I had listened or
asked more questions when my
parents or grandparents were still
alive. To those of you who still
have relatives available, ask more
questions about your history, you
will wish that you had when you
are older.
While growing up my family did
not make Corned Beef & Cabbage
for St. Patty’s Day. They made
what we refer to as a Boiled Din‐
ner. This consisted of ham, cab‐
bage, potatoes and carrots. It’s
more of a famers dish that is still
served on many menus in Ireland.
It’s a cheaper dinner that can be
stretched over many meals simply
by adding more of any of the ingre‐
dients. And of course a celebration
would not be one without Gran‐
dad’s homemade Blackberry Wine.
Sometimes my Mom would make

stuffed cabbage which was my
preference over the Boiled Dinner
or Shephard’s Pie, one of my kids
favorites.
Foods are one of the things that
are passed down from generation
to generation and for many are
comfort foods. Having lived over‐
seas and many locations in the US,
I have been able to sample many
comfort foods from so many na‐
tionalities, passed down from one
generation to the next.
What are some of your favorite
comfort foods? I would love to
hear from you, so let me know.
We are so lucky to have you for
member’s of the Merrill Area
Chamber of Commerce and will
never take that for granted.
We have a very exciting year ahead
of us. Did I mention that this is our
105th Anniversary this year?
That’s right 1911‐2016! We have
some great programming available
to you this year.
One of our largest projects will be
the Job Fair for 8th graders this
May. Details will be coming
shortly, but I hope that many of
you will take the opportunity to
showcase your businesses and let
our students know what kind of
jobs and careers are available in
Merrill so that we can keep them
here or bring them back after
higher education. We are looking
for all types of employer partici‐
pants from jobs that take no fur‐
ther education, to on‐the‐job train‐
ing to technical positions or ad‐
vanced degree positions. Watch
for how you can register—coming
soon!
As always I will leave you with an
Irish blessing.

May your trouble be less,
And your blessings be more,
And nothing but happiness
come through your door.
Wishing you much good fortune
from my doorway to yours,

Debbe

Chief Executive Officer
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Business After Hours
Date: March 16
Place: Les & Jim’s
Time: 5:00 pm

Business After Hours

Sponsor: Merrill United Way &
Friends.
Join us for some networking fun!

Morning Mixer
Date: TBA
Place: Merrill Sheet Metal Works
Time: 7:30—9:00 am
Sponsor: Merrill Sheet Metal Works

Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc.

News
Friends of Normal
Park

River District Development
Foundation

Bricks make great gifts for any occasion!

The new trailhead will be developed east of the
Center Ave. bridge on Park Street.
www.riverbendtrail.com

There are 4 sizes of bricks to choose from & each
brick can be engraved with names, dates or special
messages. The bricks make wonderful gifts for
birthdays, anniversaries, holiday gifts or simply to
honor someone in a permanent way.

You can also ‘friend’ us on Face Book
now.
The Chamber Foundation is the fiscal administrator
of the River District Development Foundation &
the Friends of the River District.

Community
Enhancement Fund

Other Foundation Programs

It’s that time of year again when we start
to dream of spring & summer & those
beautiful hanging flower baskets that
adorn our streets. These baskets are made
possible by a dedicated group of volun‐
teers & cash donations from residents of
Merrill.

Other programs that the Chamber Foundation
administers include:

Please help us beautify the corridors of
Merrill this summer by making a contribu‐
tion to the Hanging Basket Fund.
Send your tax‐deductible donation to:
Merrill Chamber Foundation
Hanging Basket Fund
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

So...What’s New?

VOLUME XXXVII ISSUE III

Additional
Programs

Our Merrill Vision 20/20 Program is kicking off with a program designed to link our
employers with middle school students. Now is the time to educate students about what
it takes to work in your business! We will be working with all segments of our employer
population linking Merrill employers with Merrill students. If you are interested in more
information contact Debbe at 715-536-9474.
We changed our Legislative Group this past Fall. We will go to an every other month format
with scheduled legislators & other government departments take part. Watch for details!
We are sending out a Daily News from WMC that will highlight the daily news of interest. Just click on the
links that interest you. A simple way to get today’s news highlights!
We have started a new social media marketing program, ‘Chamber Moments’ that will include photos &
thoughts on Face Book, mini videos & articles. Watch for these ‘moments’! Chamber’s around the world
are taking part & posting the same info simultaneously.
We started a weekly e-blast called ‘What’s Up Wednesday’ that will provide updates on upcoming
events/activities & things you need to know. Members may include their text only messages for $15 up to
25 words—no pictures allowed. Call Cheryl for details at 715-536-9474.










Discover Downtown Merrill
Emergency Relief Fund
Courthouse Christmas Tree Lighting
Foundation Community Fund
For the Love of Merrill
125th Anniversary Fire Dept. Prints
Merrill Events
Community Enhancements (Hanging Flower Baskets)

Please consider making a tax‐deductible contribution to
any of the foundation programs. Send your tax‐deductible
donations to:

Merrill Chamber Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

Additional Programs
Ch[m\_r on Tour
We believe that your business is a
STAR. Showcase your business by
joining the Chamber Tour Program.
Contact us to get your business on
the tour schedule today!
Sign‐up now for 2015 tours….
Morning Mixer
Sign‐up now to host/sponsor a quarterly program
in 2016. Business before Hours is a
great way to showcase your business
& have social interaction with your
fellow business members—especially
if you are unable to attend Business
after Hours!
Government News
This program will email blast government informa‐
tion to members such as City of
Merrill agendas & other state & fed‐
eral government information, pro‐
grams & newsletters.
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Ambassadors Club:

Beautification & Facade Recognitions & Ribbon Cuttings
Ambassador News & Ribbon Cuttings
Ribbon Cuttings
If you know of a new business in town that
is interested in hosting a ribbon cutting or
if your business has recently undergone a
big renovation give us a call to arrange for
a ribbon cutting!
Upcoming Ribbon Cuttings
Invizion, LLC.
Date: March 24
Sawmill Brewing Company
Date: TBA

It’s a LEAP Year!
Our ambassador’s paid visits to a number of
area businesses who are not currently member
businesses and presented them with a LEAP
Year Candy Jar.

We are looking to grow our Ambassadors Club
in 2016 and we need YOU! Our Ambassadors
are the ’welcome wagon’ of the Chamber.
They celebrate new businesses, business ex‐
pansions & membership!

Want to meet new businesses? Then become
an Ambassador! Contact us for all the details.
Each jar had a note inside asking the business to
It’s a great way to grow your business & cele‐
Take a LEAP of Faith with Us!
brate what makes Merrill so great—our local
Join the chamber in 2016! They also gave them business members!
the top reasons to become a Merrill Chamber of
Commerce member.
Thanks to our great Ambassador’s for taking
part in this fun advertising and recruitment pro‐
motion!

Building Business One Ribbon at a Time

Do you know someone opening a new business
that would like to have a ribbon cutting? Have you
recently remodeled your business or façade &
would like a ribbon cutting? Contact us & let us
know!

Welcome New Member
Graphic House

Member Programs
24-Hour Information Center
Did you know that only Chamber members &
other Chamber/visitor centers can advertise
in the Information Center? Place your brochures, flyers and/or business cards for FREE.
The Information Center is a very busy place
& is restocked daily.

Red Carpet Pak
Did you know that only members can advertise & make
special offers in our Red Carpet Pak’s that given to new
Merrill residents to welcome them & introduce them the Merrill area?

Newsletter Inserts
Did you know that only members can advertise in the Chamber e-news/newsletter?
Cost is only $25 & your message will reach
over 500 people. It’s also on our website
that receives over 6000 hits per month.

Webvertising
Advertise on our website! Cost for this great
new webvertising is only $25 per month!
Great way to grab attention to your business
Our website & links receive 7000+ hits per
month so it’s an economical way to advertise!

Member to Member
Did you know that you can offer other members discounts on purchases and services as a
way of advertising & marketing your business?
If you are willing to offer a discount to other
Chamber members, please
contact us so that we can get
the word out to other members!
Office Assistance
Did you know that only members can make
copies free of charge at the Chamber? Or
use our fax machine? Or bulk mail stamp for
large bulk mailings? Contact us for details.

Our membership depends on volunteers!
Here are some ways that you can help:
Golf Outing ■ Crazy Daze ■ Pork in the Park
Promotions Committee ■ Ambassador Club
Women of Distinction ■ Music Fest
Contact Debbe for more information. Email
director@merrillchamber.org

At the Chamber, it’s all about You!
We are bringing the Best to the Best!

VOLUNTEER

Job Fair
We are planning a Job Fair with Prairie
Middle School 8th graders this spring as
part of our 20/20 Vision Program. We
will be looking for area businesses to
take part in this exciting program.
The date of the fair is TBA for a date in
May. We are looking for all types of
businesses to take part so that we have a
great representation of businesses that
require advanced training/education to
those who provide on the job training or
no further education required.
We should know that date of job fair
later this month and will get the date out
as soon as possible.
If your business is interesting in showcasing jobs and businesses available in the
Merrill area, please contact us and let us
know.
Send questions to Debbe at director@merrillchamber.org or call us at 715
-536-9474.
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Member-to-Member Club

Chamber Education:

Join Today & Save

2016 Workshops

The Chamber’s Member to Member Club,
is a product discount program for Chamber
members only. If your business is willing to
offer a discount to other Chamber members
contact us now! Gain marketing exposure &
potential new business customers. Be a part
of the Club!
As a Chamber member you will receive a discount at the following businesses:
Put Your Business Name Here!
*Ye Old Sweet Shoppe—10%
*Blooming Wishes —10%

*VIP On-line Member Discounts— to join
email them at VIP@dwave.net
for complete details on discounts.
*Northwood's Evergreen & Wire Co. —20%
*Ziesemer Photography - 15% on business
portraits
*Off the Grid Technologies—they build your
website & receive 1/yr Free webhosting
*Lincoln & Timeline Windows—factory direct—10%

Just mention the
Member-to-Member
Club & start saving
today!

Business of the Month

The slogan of the Merrill Area United Way is
Living United in Merrill. Like many United Ways
they make sure that every dollar raised is doing
the most good for the community.
Last year the Merrill United Way spent over
$150,000 and this year $165,000 will go to pro‐
grams that impact and make changes in peoples
lives. All funding decisions are made by your
friends and neighbors who volunteer on their
committees and board. By focusing on education,
income & health—the building blocks for a better
life—they create a community where people have
opportunities to succeed.
The programs that the Merrill Area United Way
fund are: Salvation Army, North Central Commu‐
nity Action, Merrill Community Food Pantry,
Peaceful Solutions, Alzheimers Association, Epi‐
lepsy Foundation, Parkside Preschool, Big Broth‐
ers/Big Sisters, Boy Scouts—Samoset Council, Girl
Scouts, Family Resource Center, Merrill Safety
Patrol, Comunidad Hispania, St. Vincent de Paul
Outreach, Merrill Social Norms Project, HAVEN,
Childcaring, Inc, 2‐1‐1 Helpline and the Commu‐
nity Warming Center.

Theft: How to Protect your
Business
DOA: Working for Small
Business
Networking 101
If there are other educational programs that
you would like the Chamber to bring to you,
please contact us with your ideas.

In the subject line type: Education Topic

Reminders

Merrill Area United Way

The Business of the Month for March is
the Merrill Area United Way. They are
located 503 South Center Avenue. Their
telephone number is 715‐536‐2016 and
the executive director is Deel Olson.

 Dept. of Revenue

Send us your suggestions via email at
info@merrillchamber.org

*Super Lube—15%
*Creative Card Acceptance—1/2 priced USB
reader or $25 off USB signature
pad

Coming in 2016

Some of the activities and fundraisers scheduled
for this year include: they held a ZUMBA Party
in January with 70 participants, gathered 157
lbs. of food for the pantry & $266 for the Warm‐
ing Center; they are hosting a Business after
Hours on March 16 at Les & Jim’s that is under‐
written by One Way Collision, Lincoln Commu‐
nity Bank, Breaman Ford & Wisconsin Public
Service; on May 7 they will host their 2nd An‐
nual Kolor Run sponsored by Riverside Athletic
Club. Last year’s Kolor Run raised over $9000;
and the Warming Center was open last year
from November 2014 thru March 2015 with 85
service days and a total of 9 guests that were
kept warm & away from the cold elements out‐
side.

S h o p

m _ r r

I

l l

Thanks to the many businesses and their em‐
ployees who donate money every year, the
Merrill Area United Way has grown and they
are serving more people than ever.

What’s Up Wednesday?

The Merrill Area United Way, just one more
area business who is in the business of making
the lives of people in our community richer and
more dignified thanks to your financial gifts and
volunteer support.

Watch for your mini weekly newslet‐
ter of upcoming events every
Wednesday via email and on our
Face Book page at Merrill Chamber.
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Chamber Chat….did you know?
2017 Exchange Trip
We are beginning to plan our next international trip for March 2017. This trip will take
us back to Ireland and Scotland. Watch for
more information as it becomes available….
Cliffs of Mohr

Church Mutual Scholarships
Our largest employer is making another first by
offering scholarships and jobs for students obtaining an IT degree. Scholars will receive free
tuition, fees, books & supplies to complete a
full bachelor’s degree. In exchange scholars
agree to work in their IT
dept. part-time while in
school. Upon graduation
they will transition to full-

time employment at Church Mutual. Application deadline is April 15.

AGRA Job Training
Another employer is also offering a great opportunity of on
-the-job training for those hard
to fill technical jobs that they
have had trouble finding qualified employees.

Antique Tractor Pull
There will be a new Antique
Tractor Pull at the Merrill
Festival Grounds on July 9.
Mark your calendars now.

Welcome New Member
Welcome Graphic House sign company!
We are glad to have you in our membership.

Taking Notes…..
Chamber will be Closed
The Chamber will be closed March 14-16 so
that staff can attend the annual Governor’s
Conference on Tourism. The office will reopen on Thursday, March 17. But be sure to
join us for Business after Hours on March 16
at Les & Jim’s for our St. Patty’s celebration.

Business after Hours
Thinking about sponsoring a Business after
Hours in 2017? We have a few openings yet
for next year. They will fill up fast, so contact Cheryl at 715-536-9474 today to pick
your month. Only a few dates available.

Closed
Northwoods of WI Website
We are having updates made on our
www.thenorthwoodsofwisconsin.com website. This is multi-county partnership.

March 14-16

Extra Nuts & Bolts
Requests for Merrill information
only during the month of February:
Phone calls: 177
Emails: 122
Walk-ins: 101

Chamber

Info mailed out: 7308
Website Visits: 1842 Viewed: N/A
Restock Center: 314

Merrill Ranked #2
Discover Wisconsin just release their top 7
charming communities along the
Wisconsin River & Merrill is
ranked #2. Travel Wisconsin is
celebrating the top ranked communities!

Legislative Meeting
Our next Legislative
Meeting will April 11 at
8am at city hall. Our
guest speaker will be the
Legislative Manager from
WMC our state Chamber of Commerce.
He will be bringing an update on current
bills that are before the state assembly &
senate.

Annual Golf Classic
We are thinking warm weather,
so mark your calendar for our
annual Golf Classic on June 6!
We have some Play & Stay packages this
year!

Mock Interviews
We will be doing mock interviews with the
students at the high school again this year.
The interviews will take place
the 1st week in May. The
date is yet to be determined.
If you are interested in participating in this fun student/
business leader interaction please let us
know so that we can put you on the list.

“Positive Possibilities”
Thanks to our members, sponsors & numerous partnerships, the Chamber supports dozens of community programs & is
actively involved in many initiatives that
you may not be aware of.
Look for this symbol to learn
more about our history & our
future & the community programs we are involved in.

Promote your upcoming events
Contact Cheryl at
manager@merrillchamber.org

Mark Your Calendar
March 1—Create & Connect
Join us for our 1st Create & Connect Networking
event at Les & Jim’s from 5:30-8:00pm It’s dinner,
creative painting with Gallery on the Go! and connecting with each other! RSVP is required by Feb.
26.. Contact Cheryl at 715-536-9474.
March 4—Comedy Night
Come to Les & Jim’s for some laughs with Bryan
Miller. Door open at 7pm & show is at 8pm.
March 11—Maniacal 4
Trombone quartet puts a new brass spin on the
classics at 7pm in high school auditorium. Sponsored by Merrill Area Concert Association. For
information contact Megan at 715-252-6295.
March 13-16—Chamber will be Closed
The Chamber will be closed Monday-Wednesday so
that staff can attend the annual Governors Conference on Tourism. The office will reopen on Thursday morning the 17th.
March 16—Business after Hours
Celebrating the Luck O’ the Irish from 5-7pm at
Les & Jim’s. Sponsored by the Merrill Area United
Way & Friends.
March 17—St. Patty’s Day Dinner
Enjoy homemade Corned Beef and Cabbage along
with green beer at Bell Tower Assisi Hall from 4:30
-7pm. Cost is $12 for adult and $6 fro kids 12 and
under. For info contact Pat Sherley at 715-5365575.

March 20—Gleason Lions Pancake Breakfast
Held at Lions Park from 7am to 12pm. Cost is $9
for adults, $5 for children 12-6 and free for kids 5
and under. For info contact Ron Behm at 715-9210101.
March 26—Easter Egg Hunt
Held at Lion’s Park and sponsored by Merrill Parks
& Rec and Optimist Club. Starts at 10am with
different ages on different ball fields. Easter Bunny
will be there so bring your camera!
March 31—11th Annual Men in the Kitchen
Evening filled with music, delicious food and a silent
auction benefitting HAVEN. Starts at 5pm, cost is
$35 tickets sold in advance only. Held at St.
Stephen’s Church. For tickets contact Haven at
715-536-1300.
For a complete listing of area events & activities
check out the Chamber of Commerce website
www.merrillchamber.org or the digital sign at the
Chamber office for event info.
Listen to us every Wednesday on WJJQ 92.5FM &
the 2nd & 4th Friday on WJMT 730 AM.

CHAMBER MEETINGS
Legislative – 4/11

The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce wants you to read about area
businesses and other information that
we feel is important to our members.
If there are any topics you think we
should cover, please let us know. Call
the office (715-536-9474), fax us (715539-2043) or stop in at our office (705
N. Center Ave).
Our individual emails are:
Debbe Kinsey—Chief Executive Officer
director@merrillchamber.org
Cheryl Skoug—Program Manager
manager@merrillchamber.org
—Office Assistant

Foundation— 4/15

info@merrillchamber.org

Ambassador Club – 4/19

Website -

Board of Directors— 3/23

www.merrillchamber.org

Retail Promotions—TBA
RibFest - 3/18

Comments, Questions
& Concerns

Golf - 4/25

merrillchamber
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Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
Mission Statement

The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
is committed to its members by helping
their businesses to grow, succeed and thrive
Vision Statement

The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce is committed to
promoting the Merrill area as a community to live, work and
play for today

Executive Board

Tonia Speener—Chairman
Randy Wixson—Chair Elect
Dr. Shelly Mondeik—Vice Chair
Noel Bushor – Financial Officer
Marty Heyne– Past Chairman

Staff

Debbe Kinsey – Chief Executive Officer
Cheryl Skoug – Programs Manager
– Office Assistant

Mailing Label

Board Members

Dan Frick
Barb Haffemann
Nancy Kwiesielewicz
Val Mindak
Kent Reinhardt
Brian Richards
Kurt Rust
Jeff Schneider
Tim Schreiber
Kurt Wendt
Mayor Bill Bialecki
Ex-Officio
Dave Johnson—Ex-Officio

105 Years
1911– 2016

Working together to sponsor Business after Hours for:

Merrill Chamber of Commerce invites you to join us for March
Business after Hours. One Way Collision, Lincoln Community Bank,
Wisconsin Public Service, and Breaman Merrill Ford have teamed up
to help bring the awareness of the Merrill Area United Way.
When: Wednesday, March 16, 2016
Where: Les & Jim’s Lincoln Lanes
1208 N. Center Ave.
Time: 5pm to 8pm
Cost: $2.00
Optional: $1.00 and your business card for a chance at the 50/50
drawing
Raffle tickets for a chance at a prize

Remember the Luck of the Irish might be blessing you!
Lads and Lasses, the shenanigans will be Craic!

17

th

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION!
March New
Patient Special

In honor of our 17th
year, we are providing a health
consultation,
complete
chiropractic
examination,
including x-rays if
needed and a report
of doctor’s findings
– all for just $17.00.

Enter to WIN Weekly
Cool Prizes
17 To Your Health Gift Card
 $17 Checkered Churn Gift Card
 $17 One-Hour Massage
 $17 Cool Clinic Cash
 $17 First Street Coffee Card
 17 Minute Chair Massage
$

It’s our Anniversary Celebration - until
March 31st, we’re giving you a chance
to win some way cool prizes just for
doing what you’re already doing! Every
Thursday during the month of March,
six winners will be drawn.

