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Highlights

April showers bring May flowers.
Hopefully no more snow showers
will occur as we usher in Spring.

 So What’s New?
 Member Programs

It seems like we have been waiting for
Spring such a long time and now that
it is here, we are already talking about
summer.

 Ambassador News
 Extra Nuts & Bolts

There is so much going on. Commit‐
tee’s are already meeting for our an‐
nual golf classic, the rodeo, the fair,
the new tractor pull, Movie in the
Park, Pork in the Park, and the list
goes on.

 Calendar/Events

First up we will be changing to a new
website and membership software.
We are getting a new, user
friendly website and updating
our membership software
which should make life a lot
easier for us for you. The new
website and software should be
in place by the end of May, so
stay turned for updates and
changes.

Advocacy Visibility

Credibility Networking
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Next we are once again partner‐
ing with the high school for end
of the year interviews. We will be
looking for volunteers to spend an
hour or more with us conducting
mock job interviews with high school
students. For those of you who have
participated in previous years, you
know that this is a lot of fun and very
enlightening for potential employers!
These will take place the 1st week in
May, so stay turned as we fine tune
the dates and times.
Next we are partnering with 8th grad‐
ers and local businesses on our 20/20
Vision Program. We will be taking 8th
grade students out to area businesses
so that they can see for themselves
the types of job opportunities that
Merrill has to offer. Kids are already
planning their futures and it is good
for them and future employers to
meet. But it is especially important
for students to understand that there
are great job opportunities right here
in Merrill We are very excited to pre‐
sent this program as part of our part‐
nership in the Future Wisconsin Pro‐
ject.
And speaking of the Future Wisconsin
Project, we will be holding a round‐
table this summer for business own‐
ers/management to hear first hand
about the state‐wide initiative and
stats that are driving the next 20 years

of business in Wisconsin.
As I mentioned last month, Merrill
was named the #2 on the list of the
most charming communities along
the Wisconsin rivers. This was
great PR for Merrill and we look
forward to capitalizing on it in our
upcoming summer ads!
Whoever says there is never any‐
thing to do in Merrill—they are
dead wrong. It’s time for you to
pull out your calendars and mark
the following dates.
■
■
■
■

May 2— High School Interviews
May 7—United Way Kolor Run
May 20— 20/20 Program
May 21—Community Rummage
Sale
■ June 6—Chamber Golf Classic
■ June 10‐12—Rodeo
■ July 8—Movie in the
Park
■ July 9—Tractor Pull
■ July 20‐24—Fair
■ July 30—LobsterFest
■ August 11—Crazy Daze
■ Sept 5—Lion’s Car
Show
■ Sept 10—Airport Days
■ Sept 10—Community
Rummage Sale
■ Sept 17—Pork in the Park Rib
Fest
■ Sept 24—Chili Blast Cook‐off
■ Sept 24—Colorama Bike Ride
■ Oct 1—Barleyfest
And these are just the bigger dates
on the calendar. There are hun‐
dreds more other and smaller ac‐
tivities taking place throughout the
summer and fall. Just check out our
calendar of events on the website
anytime for a full listing.
We also have several more legisla‐
tive meetings scheduled for June,
August, October and December.

We have Business after Hours
scheduled for April, May, Sept thru
December and 2017 is almost
booked already.
We also have a couple of Morning
Mixers planned, a few educational
workshops, a couple of Create &
Connect gatherings, Women of
Distinction luncheons, Leadership
Awards, Annual Celebration, Christ‐
mas parade and tons of marketing
ads….. and community projects.
We are also very excited to unveil a

Young Professional partnership
program with the Wausau Chamber
of Commerce. Details on this pro‐
ject will be unveiled during Young
Professionals Week later this
month.
Most of all we are excited and look‐
ing forward to working with many
of you on projects or just seeing
you at our events and programs.
We have spent the year planting
our seeds and planning for future
growth. And with warmer weather
and so many programming oppor‐
tunities we are looking forward to
watching the fruits of our labor pay‐
off for our members and for our
community.
Thank you for growing with us the
past 105 years! Some of you have
been with us since the beginning
and some are brand new. Pro‐
grams and services may have
changed over time, but one thing
has not—the Merrill Area Chamber
of Commerce is here to assist you
and together we make Merrill
great. A great place to work, live
and play and we are only getting
better.
With acres of parkland, world re‐
nown businesses, small home
grown businesses, trails, recrea‐
tional opportunities, great educa‐
tional opportunities, historic dis‐
tricts and truly giving, supportive
citizens it is easy to see why Dis‐
cover Wisconsin named us the #2
most charming community along
Wisconsin rivers!
What seeds have you planted this
year?
Thanks for letting us help you till
the soil and helping you grow your
business and our community.

Yes, April showers bring May
flowers and Merrill is on the
Grow!
Wishing you growth and good
health from my doorway to yours,

Debbe
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Business After Hours
Date: April 14
Place: Ballyhoos
Time: 5:00 pm

Business After Hours

Sponsor: Stark Automotive
Join us for some networking fun!

Morning Mixer
Date: TBA
Place: Merrill Sheet Metal Works
Time: 7:30—9:00 am
Sponsor: Merrill Sheet Metal Works

Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc.

News
Friends of Normal
Park

River District Development
Foundation

Bricks make great gifts for any occasion!

The new trailhead will be developed east of the
Center Ave. bridge on Park Street.
www.riverbendtrail.com

There are 4 sizes of bricks to choose from & each
brick can be engraved with names, dates or special
messages. The bricks make wonderful gifts for
birthdays, anniversaries, holiday gifts or simply to
honor someone in a permanent way.

You can also ‘friend’ us on Face Book
now.
The Chamber Foundation is the fiscal administrator
of the River District Development Foundation &
the Friends of the River District.

Community
Enhancement Fund

Other Foundation Programs

It’s that time of year again when we start
to dream of spring & summer & those
beautiful hanging flower baskets that
adorn our streets. These baskets are made
possible by a dedicated group of volun‐
teers & cash donations from residents of
Merrill.

Other programs that the Chamber Foundation
administers include:

Please help us beautify the corridors of
Merrill this summer by making a contribu‐
tion to the Hanging Basket Fund.
Send your tax‐deductible donation to:
Merrill Chamber Foundation
Hanging Basket Fund
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

So...What’s New?
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Additional
Programs

Our Merrill Vision 20/20 Program is kicking off with a program designed to link our
employers with middle school students. Now is the time to educate students about what
it takes to work in your business! We will be working with all segments of our employer
population linking Merrill employers with Merrill students. If you are interested in more
information contact Debbe at 715-536-9474.
We changed our Legislative Group this past Fall. We will go to an every other month format
with scheduled legislators & other government departments take part. Watch for details!
We are sending out a Daily News from WMC that will highlight the daily news of interest. Just click on the
links that interest you. A simple way to get today’s news highlights!
We have started a new social media marketing program, ‘Chamber Moments’ that will include photos &
thoughts on Face Book, mini videos & articles. Watch for these ‘moments’! Chamber’s around the world
are taking part & posting the same info simultaneously.
We started a weekly e-blast called ‘What’s Up Wednesday’ that will provide updates on upcoming
events/activities & things you need to know. Members may include their text only messages for $15 up to
25 words—no pictures allowed. Call Cheryl for details at 715-536-9474.










Discover Downtown Merrill
Emergency Relief Fund
Courthouse Christmas Tree Lighting
Foundation Community Fund
For the Love of Merrill
125th Anniversary Fire Dept. Prints
Merrill Events
Community Enhancements (Hanging Flower Baskets)

Please consider making a tax‐deductible contribution to
any of the foundation programs. Send your tax‐deductible
donations to:

Merrill Chamber Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

Additional Programs
Ch[m\_r on Tour
We believe that your business is a
STAR. Showcase your business by
joining the Chamber Tour Program.
Contact us to get your business on
the tour schedule today!
Sign‐up now for 2015 tours….
Morning Mixer
Sign‐up now to host/sponsor a quarterly program
in 2016. Business before Hours is a
great way to showcase your business
& have social interaction with your
fellow business members—especially
if you are unable to attend Business
after Hours!
Government News
This program will email blast government informa‐
tion to members such as City of
Merrill agendas & other state & fed‐
eral government information, pro‐
grams & newsletters.
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Ambassadors Club:

Beautification & Facade Recognitions & Ribbon Cuttings
Ambassador News & Ribbon Cuttings
Ribbon Cuttings
If you know of a new business in town that
is interested in hosting a ribbon cutting or
if your business has recently undergone a
big renovation give us a call to arrange for
a ribbon cutting!
Upcoming Ribbon Cuttings

Sawmill Brewing Company
Date: TBA

Welcome New Members
Bible Presbyterian Church
Farmers Insurance—Mark Larson Agency

Church Mutual 2

We are looking to grow our Ambassadors Club
in 2016 and we need YOU! Our Ambassadors
are the ’welcome wagon’ of the Chamber.
They celebrate new businesses, business ex‐
pansions & membership!
Want to meet new businesses? Then become
an Ambassador! Contact us for all the details.
It’s a great way to grow your business & cele‐
brate what makes Merrill so great—our local
business members!

Date: April 16
Welcome New Ambassadors
Kindhearted Home Care
Date: April 22

Ernie Stender
AmericInn—GM

Ministry Good Sam. Menard Center

Pastor Andy Perry
Bible Presbyterian Church

Date: April 27

Building Business One Ribbon at a Time

Do you know someone opening a new business
that would like to have a ribbon cutting? Have you
recently remodeled your business or façade &
would like a ribbon cutting? Contact us & let us
know!

Member Programs
24-Hour Information Center
Did you know that only Chamber members &
other Chamber/visitor centers can advertise
in the Information Center? Place your brochures, flyers and/or business cards for FREE.
The Information Center is a very busy place
& is restocked daily.

Red Carpet Pak
Did you know that only members can advertise & make
special offers in our Red Carpet Pak’s that given to new
Merrill residents to welcome them & introduce them the Merrill area?

Newsletter Inserts
Did you know that only members can advertise in the Chamber e-news/newsletter?
Cost is only $25 & your message will reach
over 500 people. It’s also on our website
that receives over 6000 hits per month.

Webvertising
Advertise on our website! Cost for this great
new webvertising is only $25 per month!
Great way to grab attention to your business
Our website & links receive 7000+ hits per
month so it’s an economical way to advertise!

Member to Member
Did you know that you can offer other members discounts on purchases and services as a
way of advertising & marketing your business?
If you are willing to offer a discount to other
Chamber members, please
contact us so that we can get
the word out to other members!
Office Assistance
Did you know that only members can make
copies free of charge at the Chamber? Or
use our fax machine? Or bulk mail stamp for
large bulk mailings? Contact us for details.

Our membership depends on volunteers!
Here are some ways that you can help:
Golf Outing ■ Crazy Daze ■ Pork in the Park
Promotions Committee ■ Ambassador Club
Women of Distinction ■ Music Fest
Contact Debbe for more information. Email
director@merrillchamber.org

At the Chamber, it’s all about You!
We are bringing the Best to the Best!

VOLUNTEER

Job Fair
We are planning a Job Fair with Prairie
Middle School 8th graders this spring as
part of our 20/20 Vision Program. We
will be looking for area businesses to
take part in this exciting program.
The date of the fair is May 20. We are
looking for all types of businesses to take
part so that we have a great representation of businesses that require advanced
training/education to those who provide
on the job training or no further education required.
We should know that date of job fair
later this month and will get the date out
as soon as possible.
If your business is interesting in showcasing jobs and businesses available in the
Merrill area, please contact us and let us
know.
Send questions to Debbe at director@merrillchamber.org or call us at 715
-536-9474.
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Member-to-Member Club

Chamber Education:

Join Today & Save

2016 Workshops

The Chamber’s Member to Member Club,
is a product discount program for Chamber
members only. If your business is willing to
offer a discount to other Chamber members
contact us now! Gain marketing exposure &
potential new business customers. Be a part
of the Club!
As a Chamber member you will receive a discount at the following businesses:
Put Your Business Name Here!
*Ye Old Sweet Shoppe—10%
*Blooming Wishes —10%

*VIP On-line Member Discounts— to join
email them at VIP@dwave.net
for complete details on discounts.
*Northwood's Evergreen & Wire Co. —20%
*Ziesemer Photography - 15% on business
portraits
*Off the Grid Technologies—they build your
website & receive 1/yr Free webhosting
*Lincoln & Timeline Windows—factory direct—10%

Just mention the
Member-to-Member
Club & start saving
today!

Business of the Month

Pine Ridge Convenience Store
The Business of the Month for April is
Pine Ridge Convenience Store located at
3350 East Main Street. Pine Ridge is
owned and operated by Gary and Mary
Schwartz.
Pine Ridge Convenience Store was established in
1976. Their telephone number is 715‐536‐3455
and they open 7 days a week.

Theft: How to Protect your
Business
DOA: Working for Small
Business
Networking 101
If there are other educational programs that
you would like the Chamber to bring to you,
please contact us with your ideas.

In the subject line type: Education Topic

Reminders

meal, Gary and Mary and their staff are here to
serve you.
The services they offer include, but are not lim‐
ited to: refills for propone tanks; Mobile gas;
snacks; awesome baked goods from their own
bakery; high‐end, specialty, and Wisconsin
cheese; and service charge free ATM’s.

Pine Ridge Convenience Store is a full service
convenience store that has provided the commu‐
nity with quality, baked goods, artisan cheese,
fuel and more for the past 40 years. Gary and
Mary live and work in Merrill so they are dedi‐
cated to helping residents and the community
thrive.

Pine Ridge Convenience Store is one of the
largest gas stations in the area employing 10+
staff. Conveniently located at the corner of Pine
Ridge Avenue and Highway 64, Pine Ridge Con‐
venience Store draws not only local shoppers
but a high number of travelers due to it conven‐
ient location just off of the I‐94/Hwy 51/Hwy 64
exit.

Pine Ridge is a Mobile Gas Station that provides
gas at great prices. They also have a partnership
with the Piggly Wiggly grocery store across the
street which allows shoppers to use their “Pig
Points” for discounted gas prices.

Gary and Mary Schwartz care deeply about the
Merrill community and work diligently to draw
visitors and travelers to Merrill. They provide
them both convenience and overnight stays at
their AmericInn.

On November 1, 2014, Gary and Mary added a
new, state‐of‐the‐art Arby’s restaurant to the
Pine Ridge Convenience Store. And they recently
added state‐of‐the‐art television screens to the
gasoline pumps.

Pine Ridge Convenience Store, just one more
area business who is in the business of making
the lives of people in our community more con‐
venient.

Pine Ridge Convenience Store is so much more
than just a gas station. Whether you are looking
for a small snack, to withdraw some cash, or eat a

 Dept. of Revenue

Send us your suggestions via email at
info@merrillchamber.org

*Super Lube—15%
*Creative Card Acceptance—1/2 priced USB
reader or $25 off USB signature
pad

Coming in 2016

S h o p

m _ r r

I

l l

What’s Up Wednesday?
Watch for your mini weekly newslet‐
ter of upcoming events every
Wednesday via email and on our
Face Book page at Merrill Chamber.
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Chamber Chat….did you know?
Welcome New Member
Welcome Farmers Insurance—Mark Larson
Agency! We are glad to
you in our membership.

at the temporary expansion site for Kindhearted & a ribbon cutting/open house at the
Menard Center on April 27.

Welcome New Member
Welcome Bible Presbyterian
Church! We are glad to have
you in our membership.

Community –wide Rummage Sale
Mark your calendars now for our spring
annual community-wide rummage sale on
May 21. The phone is already ringing off the
hook as people are beginning
to plan their sales! Thanks to
our partner the Foto News!

Ribbon Cuttings
Spring is in the air with several
ribbon cuttings taking place in
town! We just welcomed Invizion’s to downtown Merrill. On
April 16 we will cut the ribbon at
Church Mutual 2, on April 22 a ribbon cutting

Hanging Flower Baskets
It’s that time of year when we are accepting
donations for the beautiful hanging flower baskets. This is a
project fun of the Chamber
Foundation & is paid for 100%
with community donations!

Taking Notes…..
Chamber will be Closed
The office will be closed on Monday, April 4 until around 1pm so
that staff can attend a conference in
the morning.

We are excited about the added extras that
we will be able to offer our membership
with the updated software! Watch for
more details as they become available.

Business after Hours
Thinking about sponsoring a Business after
Hours in 2017? We have a few openings yet
for next year. They will fill up fast, so contact Cheryl at 715-536-9474 today to pick
your month. Only a few dates available.

New Website
The chamber will be getting a new
website & updated member software that will make our life easier
& yours too! The new site should
be up & running by the end of May.

Legislative Meeting
Our next Legislative Meeting will April 11 at
8am at city hall. Our guest
speaker will be the Legislative Manager from WMC
our state Chamber of Commerce. He will be bringing
an update on current bills that are before
the state assembly & senate.

Annual Golf Classic
We are thinking warm weather,
so mark your calendar for our
annual Golf Classic on June 6!
We have some Play & Stay packages this year!

Mock Interviews
We will be doing mock interviews with the
students at the high school again this year.
The interviews will take place on May 2. If
you are interested in participating in this fun student/
business leader interaction
please let us know so that we
can put you on the list.

Pork in the Park Ribfest
Planning is already underway for our 4th
Annual Pork in the Park Ribfest. If you are
interested in becoming a rib competitor or a
sponsor for one the largest single day events
in Merrill, contact us for details. Save the
date: September 17.

Extra Nuts & Bolts
Requests for Merrill information
only during the month of March:
Phone calls: 169
Emails: 99
Walk-ins: 129

Chamber

Info mailed out: 1119
Website Visits: 2027
Restock Center: 306

Viewed: N/A

“Positive Possibilities”
Thanks to our members, sponsors & numerous partnerships, the Chamber supports dozens of community programs & is
actively involved in many initiatives that
you may not be aware of.
Look for this symbol to learn
more about our history & our
future & the community programs we are involved in.

Promote your upcoming events
Contact Cheryl at
manager@merrillchamber.org

Mark Your Calendar
April 1—Comedy Night
Come out to Les & Jim’s for another comedy night
starring John Deboer and Greg Coleman. Doors
open at 7pm with show at 8pm.
April 9—Children’s Fest
Bring the kids to the annual Children’s Fest at the
MARC to learn about bike safety & bus safety and
more. Meet the Merrill Police Dept and Fire Department. Runs from 10am to 2pm. For info contact Dawn at 715-536-7313.
April 11—Legislative Meeting
Join the chamber for their legislative meeting at city
hall council chambers at 8:00 am. This months
speaker will be the legislative director from WMC,
the state chamber of commerce.
April 13—Friends of the River District
Join Friends of the River Bend Trail for their annual
meeting at the Eagles Club with a speaker from the
DNR.
April 14—Business after Hours
Join us at Ballyhoos for our monthly Business after
Hours from 5-7pm. This months sponsor is Stark
Automotive.
April 16—Bowl for Kids’ Sake
Join Big Brother/Big Sisters for their annual fundraiser at Les & Jim’s Lincoln Lanes from 1-10pm.
Dress up in your favorite Wisconsin sports team,
have fun and support a great cause. For information contact Linda Koepke at 715-848-7207.

April 19—Ladies Lifestyle Expo
Stop at the MARC from 5-9pm for the annual expo
& see the new trend for 2016. Waves & Fresh
Boutique will be hosting the fashion show & vendors will have cash & carry sales. Food & refreshment will also be available for sale. For info contact
Dawn at 715-536-9474.
April 22-24—Central WI Concertina
Stop at Les & Jim’s for the annual concertina festival
& hear some amazing talented folks. Music will be
played everywhere throughout the bowling alley
and banquet hall!
For a complete listing of area events & activities
check out the Chamber of Commerce website
www.merrillchamber.org or the digital sign at the
Chamber office for event info.
Listen to us every Wednesday on WJJQ 92.5FM &
the 2nd & 4th Friday on WJMT 730 AM.

Comments, Questions
& Concerns
The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce wants you to read about area
businesses and other information that
we feel is important to our members.
If there are any topics you think we
should cover, please let us know. Call
the office (715-536-9474), fax us (715539-2043) or stop in at our office (705
N. Center Ave).
Our individual emails are:
Debbe Kinsey—Chief Executive Officer
director@merrillchamber.org
Cheryl Skoug—Program Manager

CHAMBER MEETINGS
Legislative – 4/11

—Office Assistant

Foundation— 4/15

info@merrillchamber.org

Ambassador Club – 4/19

Website -

Board of Directors— 4/20

www.merrillchamber.org

Retail Promotions—TBA
RibFest - 4/15

manager@merrillchamber.org

Golf - 4/25

merrillchamber

M E R R I L L A R E A C HA M B E R O F C O M ME R C E
T H E A D VA NT A GE

705 North Center Avenue
Merrill, Wisconsin 54452

PRESORTED
STANDARD
US POSTAGE
PAID
MERRILL WI
PERMIT NO. 11

Return Service Requested

Phone: 715-536-9474
Fax: 715-539-2043
Website: www.merrillchamber.org

Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
Mission Statement

The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
is committed to its members by helping
their businesses to grow, succeed and thrive
Vision Statement

The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce is committed to
promoting the Merrill area as a community to live, work and
play for today

Executive Board

Tonia Speener—Chairman
Randy Wixson—Chair Elect
Dr. Shelly Mondeik—Vice Chair
Noel Bushor – Financial Officer
Marty Heyne– Past Chairman

Staff

Debbe Kinsey – Chief Executive Officer
Cheryl Skoug – Programs Manager
– Office Assistant
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Board Members

Dan Frick
Barb Haffemann
Nancy Kwiesielewicz
Val Mindak
Kent Reinhardt
Brian Richards
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Jeff Schneider
Tim Schreiber
Kurt Wendt
Mayor Bill Bialecki
Ex-Officio
Dave Johnson—Ex-Officio
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BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
Sponsored By:

Stark Automotive Group
Come Enjoy Business after Hours and your Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce friends!!

April 14th at Ballyhoo’s
Thank you to this month’s sponsor Stark Automotive Group for inviting us. This is a great chance to network
with other Chamber business members, which you might not otherwise have the opportunity to see. Relax,
unwind, and socialize with both old and new acquaintances.
Members are invited to bring a friend, spouse or business associates. This is a Chamber mixer. At 6:00pm get
ready for the raffles, and meeting Stark Automotive Group. Mark this date on your calendar!! No RSVP
required -- just show up as soon as you are able after work.

IMPORTANT DETAILS!!
WHEN:

Thursday, April 14, 2016
5:00pm to 7:00pm (???)

WHERE:

Ballyhoo’s
124 N. Prospect St.

COST:

$2.00 per person
(This will get you into a special
drawing and bar coupon)

WHAT:

Hors D’oeuvres
Cash Bar

OPTIONAL:

Bring your business cards to give to new acquaintances.
Put a card & $1.00 into the 50/50 drawing. One lucky winner will go
home with half the pot.

Special THANKS to

Stark Automotive Group
For sponsoring this Business after Hours!! Questions?? 715-536-9474

