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The trees are beginning to show
their crimson blush & a few crisp
early fall mornings have started to
sneak in earlier than normal.

• So What’s New?
• Member Programs

These tell-tale signs of the impending fall season, excites me
because I love autumn. The
Northwood’s come alive with brilliant colors much like a saucy redhead. These fiery dames dance
throughout the landscape like
fireworks drawing seekers from
far & near to experience the living
canvas called Fall.

• Ambassador News
• Extra Nuts & Bolts
• Calendar/Events

It’s pumpkin picking, apple gathering & candy hunting season. Autumn is the season that makes all
of our senses come alive! The
crisp air causes ‘goose
bumps’, the vivid colors of
changing leaves, the smell of
burning leaves & pumpkin
pies baking, the taste of crisp
apples & warm cider & the
sound of crunchy leaves beneath our feet.

Advocacy Visibility

Credibility Networking

Fall, a time of change. A season of
planning. A ticking clock of reflection & review. A period of gathering & harvest.
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From The Director’s Doorway

• Membership Counts

Business after Hours

e-News

As we enter this season of change,
I hope that we can be more like
those fiery dames whose dance
brings seekers from far & near.

2 Will our canvas tell the outside

world that we are a canopy of
colored leaves, embracing the
2 impending change, reaping the
harvest & planning for renewal &
growth in the forthcoming seasons? Or will our canvas depict us
3 as the dark trunks of trees in the
middle of the forest growing only
moss?
4

I believe that Merrill is on the
grow! That we will thin out the
& make way for sunlight.
4 forest
That by working together we will
reap a bountiful harvest. That like
our forefathers we will come to5 gether, share for the good of the
community & forge our own path/
plan for growth & a healthy busi5 ness climate.
There are so many signs around

us. Some natural, some unexpected & some planned. We have
met or exceeded our goals this
past year. And believe me, it wasn’t always rainbows & unicorns!
As you will recall, I suffered a
stroke due to toxic levels of a MS
medication & 60-days later broke
my ankle. Although battered &
bruised, we rallied the troops &
marched onward & upward. You
could say that I had something to
prove to you & to myself!
Thanks again for all the support. I
love the chamber, our member
businesses, staff & the community
we have called home these past 15
years.
Anyway, back to our
accomplishments—this
is our ‘celebration’
month after all.
I am happy to report
that we completed all
of our goals! Those included
Succession Planning, updated
Employee Manual, Confidentiality
& Non-Disclosure forms, Resources
Policy, Operational Manual, new
member recruitment 7%, reviewed
all programs/projects, new website, tourism revamp completed
successfully, hired staff, held multiple YP activities, revved up press,
installed internet & software backup, installed new software, office
refreshed with new cabinets,
shelves, chairs, conference table,
copier, a new roof, sealed parking
lot, new sidewalk, Inspire Program,
Talent Summit, new Centergy partnership, updating economic development matrix/data & business
round table.
Plus we did all our normal work:
tourism, marketing, workshops,
networking, visits, events– (rodeo,
golf outing, tractor pull, fair, Movie
in the Park, Crazy Daze, community-wide rummages sales, Labor
Day Car Show, Pork in the Park,
plus the Chili Blast, Barleyfest,
Annual Celebration & Christmas
Parade are coming up soon), new
teacher bus tour, high school interviews, 8th grade interviews, visitor
guides, information center, another successful Chamber trip to Scot-

land & Ireland & the list goes on
& on.
Plus we can’t forget the Foundation programs that were very
active this year: foundation
fund, Hanging Flower Baskets,
Merrill City Band, River Bend
Trail, Normal Park & six additional small funds.
We have also welcomed several
new businesses such as Nortrax,
Boarders Inn & Suites, Iron Ravn
Tattoo & The Painted Door. And
we welcomed 12 new members
so far this year.
We sadly said goodbye to Blooming Wishes & to our student intern Kelsey Amelse who started
school to pursue her Nursing
degree.
But we will be announcing the
Businesses of the Year on Oct.
12, which is always a highlight of
our year.
I encourage everyone to sign up
for Inspire this month! It doesn’t
matter how small or large the
business, this will market your
business, let students & job seekers know that you exist & can
help you find potential employees from all over the State of
Wisconsin now & into the future.
You have nothing to lose & you
will be benefitting Merrill students & all high school students
in WI, plus your own business.
From my doorway to yours, be a
part of the ‘change’ game. See
you at the Annual Celebration!

Debbe
Chief Executive Officer
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Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc.

Business After Hours

News

Friends of Normal
Park

Hanging Flower Baskets

Bricks make great gifts for any occasion!

It’s that time of year again when we start to dream
of summer & those beautiful hanging flower baskets that adorn our streets. These baskets are
made possible by a dedicated group of volunteers
& cash donations from residents of Merrill.

Business After Hours

Annual Chamber Celebration
Date: October 12
Time: 5:30

There are 4 sizes of bricks to choose from & each
brick can be engraved with names, dates or special
messages. The bricks make wonderful gifts for
birthdays, anniversaries, holiday gifts or simply to
honor someone in a permanent way.

Send your tax-deductible donation to:
Merrill Chamber Foundation
Hanging Basket Fund
705 N. Center Avenue

Place: Les & Jim’s Lincoln Lanes
RSVP is Needed
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Please help us beautify the corridors of Merrill this
summer by making a contribution to the Hanging
Basket Fund.

106
Years

2
0
1
7

Friends of the Merrill
City Band

Other Foundation Programs

Friends of the Merrill City Band has kicked off a
capital fundraiser to help with needed supplies
and improvements to Normal Park for their concerts & other events. The Merrill City Band has
been actively entertaining Merrill residents since
1911 and now they need your help. Plans include
bathrooms, concession stand, warming house,
sprinkler system & new sod!

Other programs that the Chamber Foundation
administers include:

To make a tax-deductible donation:
Friends of the Merrill City Band
Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discover Downtown Merrill
Emergency Relief Fund
Friends of the River Bend Trail
Foundation Community Fund
For the Love of Merrill
125th Anniversary Fire Dept. Prints
Merrill Events
Community Enhancements (Hanging Flower Baskets)

Please consider making a tax-deductible contribution to
any of the foundation programs. Send your taxdeductible donations to:

Merrill Chamber Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

Donations can be made in any amount.

So...What’s New? Additional
Programs
We have started a new social media marketing program, ‘Chamber Moments’ that will
include photos & thoughts on Face Book, mini videos & articles. Watch for these
‘moments’! Chamber’s around the world are taking part & posting the same info simultaneously.
We started a weekly e-blast called ‘What’s Up Wednesday’ that will provide updates on upcoming
events/activities & things you need to know. Members may include their text only messages for $15 up to
25 words—no pictures allowed. Call Cheryl for details at 715-536-9474.

Additional Programs
Chamber on Tour
We believe that your business is a
STAR. Showcase your business by
joining the Chamber Tour Program. Contact us to get your business on the tour schedule today!
Sign-up now for 2015 tours….

Watch for information here on Inspire, a new software that is coming that will link businesses with MAPS.
This statewide initiative will kick-off in our area in the new school year. It is a great opportunity for area
businesses to list their business & job types on-line to educate students & potential employees through
Workforce Development. Your employees can become on-line mentors to answer student questions about
career types & education needed. Wouldn’t be great to hire employees from your own backyard or from
anywhere in Wisconsin? By linking our schools, workforce agencies & businesses together throughout the
state, we can make Wisconsin businesses the place to be. More info will be coming mid-summer, so stay
tuned.

Morning Mixer
Sign-up now to host/sponsor a quarterly program
in 2018. Business before Hours is a
great way to showcase your business
& have social interaction with your
fellow business members—especially
if you are unable to attend Business
after Hours!

There is a change in our new Young Professional partnership with the Wausau Chamber. There’s a new
name—HYPE. The new focus will be on workforce & professional development skills needed to stay competitive. There are a lot of other YP groups out there & we don’t want to compete with
them but to collaborate. We will help promote other groups social activities but we will
focus on professional development.

Government News
This program will email blast government information to members such as City of Merrill agendas
& Lincoln County, state & federal government information, programs &
newsletters.

Our next Chamber Trip will be to the Amalfi Coast, Italy in March 2019. Watch for info...
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Ambassadors Club:
Beautification & Facade Recognitions & Ribbon Cuttings
Ambassador News & Ribbon Cuttings
Ribbon Cuttings

Want to meet new businesses? Then become
an Ambassador! Contact us for all the details.
It’s a great way to grow your business & celebrate what makes Merrill so great—our local
business members!

Boarder
Inn &
Suites

The Crooked Queen
Fully
Promoted

Welcome New Member
Lincoln County Humane Society
The Painted Door

Building Business One Ribbon at a Time

Do you know someone opening a new business
that would like to have a ribbon cutting? Have you
recently remodeled your business or façade &
would like a ribbon cutting? Contact us & let us
know!

The Painted
Door

Member Programs
24-Hour Information Center
Did you know that only Chamber members &
other Chamber/visitor centers can advertise
in the Information Center? Place your brochures, flyers and/or business cards for FREE.
The Information Center is a very busy place
& is restocked daily.

Red Carpet Pak
Did you know that only members can advertise & make
special offers in our Red Carpet Pak’s that given to new
Merrill residents to welcome them & introduce them the Merrill area?

Newsletter Inserts
Did you know that only members can advertise in the Chamber e-news/newsletter?
Cost is only $25 & your message will reach
over 500 people. It’s also on our website
that receives over 6000 hits per month.

Webvertising
Advertise on our website! Cost for this great
new webvertising is only $25 per month!
Great way to grab attention to your business
Our website & links receive 7000+ hits per
month so it’s an economical way to advertise!

Member to Member
Did you know that you can offer other members discounts on purchases and services as a
way of advertising & marketing your business?
If you are willing to offer a discount to other
Chamber members, please
contact us so that we can get
the word out to other members!
Office Assistance
Did you know that only members can make
copies free of charge at the Chamber? Or
use our fax machine? Or bulk mail stamp for
large bulk mailings? Contact us for details.

Our membership depends on volunteers!
Here are some ways that you can help:
Golf Outing ■ Crazy Daze ■ Pork in the Park
Promotions Committee ■ Ambassador Club
Women of Distinction
Contact Debbe for more information. Email
director@merrillchamber.org

At the Chamber, it’s all about You!
We are bringing the Best to the Best!

VOLUNTEER

New Website
Our new website has launched and it is very
user friendly. You find that it is easier to
maneuver in and that some new features
have been added.
One of the best features is the long awaited
member web pages. Each member can have
their own web page that you manage yourself. This is a great tool for businesses that
do not have their own website or for the
business who wants to post coupons or
daily specials. If you have your own website, your hotlink will still work to move
visitors to your site, but a single page maybe
just what you are looking for either or not
you have your own website.
You will also notice that there are now separate tabs for tourism and the chamber
foundation. These will be great tools especially if you are wanting to make a donation
to one of the many project funds that the
foundation operates.
For more information send questions to
Cheryl at manager@merrillchamber.org or
to Debbe at director@merrillchamber.org
or call us at 715-536-9474.
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Chamber Education:

Member-to-Member Club
Join Today & Save

The Chamber’s Member to Member Club,
is a product discount program for Chamber
members only. If your business is willing to
offer a discount to other Chamber members
contact us now! Gain marketing exposure &
potential new business customers. Be a part
of the Club!
As a Chamber member you will receive a discount at the following businesses:
Put Your Business Name Here!
*Ye Old Sweet Shoppe—10%

2016-17 Workshops
*Ziesemer Photography - 15% on business
portraits
*Lincoln & Timeline Windows—factory direct—10%
*Fully Promoted—Buy 12 pieces (anything) &
get FREE decoration (embroidery, heat
press, garment print, transfer) & FREE setup & digitizing of logo.

Just mention the Member-to-Member Club
& start saving today!

Coming in 2017
✓ Dept. of Revenue
✓Theft: How to Protect your
Business
✓Talent Summit
If there are other educational programs that
you would like the Chamber to bring to you,
please contact us with your ideas.
Send us your suggestions via email at
info@merrillchamber.org

*Super Lube—15%

In the subject line type: Education Topic

*VIP On-line Member Discounts— to join
email them at VIP@dwave.net
for complete details on discounts.
*Northwood's Evergreen & Wire Co. —20%

Business of the Month

Reminders

Rivers Edge Art Gallery

The Business of the Month for October is Rivers Edge Art Gallery
located at 1505 Champagne Street
in Merrill.
Rivers Edge is owned by Laureen
O’Day. The gallery is open MondaySaturday 10am to 5pm. The telephone
number is 715-536-2270.
Rivers Edge started in downtown Merrill
in 2001 after hearing comments from JennyFest attendees wishing they had access
to the wonderful arts & crafts all the time.
In 2004 Rivers Edge moved to their current location in the Industrial Park, which
allowed for more display space, parking,
more flexibility & more customers. In
2011 the shop survived the tornado, losing the roof, east wall, power, windows &
doors. After 2 months of intense rehab,
they reopened the shop on June 1.
Rivers Edge Art Gallery highlights 65+
local artists as well as handcrafted art
from all over the U.S. & the world.
Some mediums include stained glass,

wood, jewelry, candles, soaps, needlework, pottery & painting. They also sell
incense, books, hers, teas, essential oils,
beads, tapestries, bags & backpacks,
sarongs, windchimes, fairies, dragons,
shells, crystals & holiday decorations.
Rivers Edge offers stained glass classes &
supplies. In addition they also sell rods &
tools for lamp work, beads & etching
supplies, & wood burning supplies.

S h o p

m e r r

I

l l

Rivers Edge Art Gallery has a Fall Psychic
Faire scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 28.
Call for an appointment.
Rivers Edge Art Gallery is a unique, locally owned gift shop that offers personal
service, custom orders & shipping. For a
unique shopping experience, visit Lauree, a homegrown Merrill entrepreneur
with an artistic touch.

What’s Up Wednesday?
Watch for your mini weekly newsletter of upcoming events every
Wednesday via email and on our
Face Book page at Merrill Chamber.

THE ADVANTAGE
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Chamber Chat….did you know?
Inspire is Launching
We are hitting the road to talk to businesses
about the new Inspire software program that
we are launching in our region. This will
connect our businesses with every school
district in the state & all workforce development agencies.

Pork in the Park
The 5th Annual Ribfest was a great success!
With 1100 lbs. of ribs, 140 lbs. of steak,
chicken, 1000 lbs. of potatoes, 432 ears of
corn no one walked
away hungry unless you
showed up too late!
1st Place—A&R BBQ,
2nd Place—Geiss Meats, 3rd Place Kurt-nJo’s, & 4th Place Kathy & Cal’s Club 64.
People’s Choice Award went to A&R BBQ.
More than 3000 belly’s were filled. See you
at the Merrill Festival Grounds next year!

Haunted Sawmill
Vincent is back! Thee Sawmill will have shows
Oct. 13, 14, 20, 21,
27, 28 & 31. Open
from 6pm to 11pm &
cost is $10 or $9
with a food donation.

Annual Celebration & Awards
Mark your calendars for Oct. 12! What a
great night of networking, celebrating our local
businesses & raffle prizes! Who will be our
Businesses of the Year? PCCU, Bell Tower,
or Sierra Pacific? Systems Technologies or
Marshfield Clinic? Nortrax, Lincoln Community Bank or Urban Construction? EmbroidMe,
Holy Cross Sisters, One Way Collision or
Ballyhoos? Merrill Ice Draggers or Haunted
Sawmill? It’s you choice, so be sure to vote!

Taking Notes…..
Kelsey Leaving
We are sad to announced that our student
intern Kelsey Amelse is leaving us this month.
Kelsey is pursuing a Nursing Degree & will
begin work as a CNA at Aspirus this month.
Kelsey was a great employee & we will miss
her! But she will make an awesome nurse & we are happy
that she is pursuing her dream!
Best Wishes Kelsey!

Window Stickers/Plaques
Need a new window/door sticker or want a
plaque to tell your customers you are a Chamber
member? Let us know & we will get it to you.
Show your Chamber pride today!
You wanted the date stickers back for your
plaques & we heard you! When you pay your
2018 membership investment, we will send you a
2018 sticker too!

2018

Extra Nuts & Bolts
Requests for Merrill information
“Positive Possibilities”
only during the month of SeptemThanks to our members, sponsors & nuber:
Phone calls: 99
Emails: 53
Walk-ins: 32
Info mailed out: N/A
Website Visits: N/A
Restock Center: 86

Chamber

merous partnerships, the Chamber supports dozens of community programs & is
actively involved in many initiatives that
you may not be aware of.
Look for this symbol to learn
more about our history & our
future & the community programs we are involved in.

Halloween
Trick or Treat will be held in Merrill on Halloween—Oct. 31 from 4-7pm.
If you are passing our treats be
sure to turn on your porch
light & drivers watch out for all
the ghosts, goblins, super
hero's & princesses that will be
roaming the streets!

Congratulations
First Street Coffee Station will be opening an
eastside location inside the brand new Park
City Credit Union headquarters next year!
Same great coffee & sandwiches but with a
1st St. Coffee Station

drive-up window! Congratulations Dawn &
Don. Two great member businesses under
one roof. Thanks for bringing a local business
along Val!

Member Moments
Coming soon! We will be making stops at
member businesses & giving you the opportunity to do a mini video on your business &
we will post it to our Face Book page. See
you soon!

CGI Advertising
The City & Chamber have renewed our contracts with CGI to update our videos on websites. A great opportunity for
you to advertise your business,
welcome visitors to Merrill &
support area non-profits.

Promote your upcoming
events
Contact Cheryl at
manager@merrillchamber.org

Mark Your Calendar
Oct. 1, 7-8—Grampa’s Farm
Bring the family to Grampa’s Farm from 10am
to 5pm. Cost is $10 pp & kids bring home a
pumpkin. Lots of hands-on activities, live
animals & kid friendly fun!

Oct. 28—Make a Difference Day
Volunteers nationwide come together to help
others in the community. For info contact
Linda Becker at 715-873-4564.

Oct. 7—Annual Lincoln Lager Barleyfest
Micro brews, beer, wine all under one roof.
Music & food, designated drivers soda. Cost
is $25 advanced or $30 at the door. Held at
the MARC Smith Center from 2-6pm.

Oct. 31—Halloween
Trick or Treating in Merrill will be
from 5pm to 7pm. Turn on your
porch light & watch out for little
goblins!

Oct. 12—Annual Chamber Celebration
Wow, 106 years! Join us for this awesome
celebration of area businesses & the Chamber. Business of Year winners, lots of raffle
prizes, great food & networking. RSVP by
Oct. 6 at 715-536-9474.

For a complete listing of area events &
activities check out the Chamber of
Commerce website

Oct. 13,14,20,21,27,28,31 Haunted Sawmill

Do you dare? The Haunted Sawmill is back &
scarier than ever! Show times are from 6pm
to 11pm, cost is $10 or $9 with a food donation. Raises funds for the Boy Scouts & items
for food pantry.
Oct. 20—Books are Fun Book Fair
Annual sale from 9am to 3pm at Ascension
Good Samaritan Hospital. Variety of books &
gifts for all ages.

Comments, Questions
& Concerns

Oct 26-28—Annual Book Sale
Located at TB Scott Library. Call 715-5367191 for information.

The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce wants you to read about area
businesses and other information that
we feel is important to our members. If
there are any topics you think we should
cover, please let us know. Call the office
(715-536-9474), fax us (715-539-2043) or
stop in at our office (705 N. Center Ave).
Our individual emails are:
Debbe Kinsey—Chief Executive Officer

director@merrillchamber.org

www.merrillchamber.org or
the digital sign at the Chamber
office for event info.

Cheryl Skoug—Program Manager

manager@merrillchamber.org

Listen to us every Thursday on

Kelsey Amelse—Office Assistant

WJJQ 92.5FM and 4th Friday on the
new Bluejay 730AM.

info@merrillchamber.org

CHAMBER MEETINGS

Website -

Foundation— 10/27

www.merrillchamber.org

Ambassador Club – 11/21

merrillchamber1

Board of Directors— 12/20
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Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
Mission Statement

The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce
is committed to its members by helping
their businesses to grow, succeed and thrive
Vision Statement

The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce is committed to
promoting the Merrill area as a community to live, work and
play for today

Executive Board

Board Members

Randy Wixson—Chairman
Jeff Schneider—Chair Elect
Zach Kubichek—Vice Chair
Noel Bushor – Financial Officer
Tonia Speener– Past Chairman

Dawn Bishop
Sara Gossfeld-Benzing
Barb Haffemann
Marty Heyne
Dennis Krueger
Nancy Kwiesielewicz
Kent Reinhardt
Tim Schreiber
Brian Richards
Kurt Rust
Mayor Bill Bialecki
Ex-Officio
Dave Johnson—Ex-Officio

Staff

Debbe Kinsey – Chief Executive Officer
Cheryl Skoug – Programs Manager

Mailing Label

106 Years
1911– 2017

NEW STARTING OCTOBER 3RD
Our 30 minute mee ngs use a personal touch to build and reach your goals, as you
work towards improving your quality of life.

