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From The Director’s Doorway
...May flowers
...Happy Mother’s Day &
Happy Memorial Day!

• Membership Counts
• So What’s New?

Has spring finally arrived? I
certainly hope so! It seems like it
from my office—all the summer marketing has been put to bed & I have
started fall marketing. Spring elections are over—congratulations to
our new Mayor Derrick Woeller, we
look forward to working with you.

• Member Programs
• Ambassador News
• Extra Nuts & Bolts
• Calendar/Events

We hosted our Circle of Influence
Manufacturing Matters last month &
had a good discussion just as we did
previously with our CEO group.
Advocacy Visibility

Many of our manufacturers have
adopted their own in-house training
programs because what was
needed wasn’t offered anywhere else. Or they tried other
training programs & it didn’t
fully meet their needs. Besides
on-site training, most all offer
apprenticeship & internship
programs and/or pay for technical skills/certification.

Credibility Networking
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nical & specialized. Interflex explained it best by saying, “it’s not
thinking outside of the box any longer, but rather expanding the box”.
Most have hired inside Merrill, regionally & from several other states.
They jokingly comment on recruiting
from other states with comments
from job seekers ‘like you have four
seasons, but winter in Wisconsin is
six months long!’
Most believe that we must get kids
involved at a much younger age—in
grade school. Several participate in
Junior Achievement programs. Interflex said that it is estimated that
there will not be an upturn in manufacturing for 20 years thanks to the
lack of qualified workers—guess
who be entering the
workforce then? The
little ones they are mentoring today.

Most feel that there
needs to be a big shift
going forward regarding
higher education. They want the
Most are already enrolled in our
schools to bring back Industrial
Inspire Program & are already taking Arts programming & encourage kids
advantage of the new Community
to seek out internships & apprenticePartnership Program with the high
ship programs & encourage technical
school that allows businesses to
school & certificate programs become in & speak directly with stucause these are good paying jobs &
dents. A great example of this is
will only become more specialized
Weinbrenner Shoes who took the
with higher wages in the future.
program a step further & is working
with students, giving them a handsMost have done wage studies & have
on feel by making their own boots.
increased their pay across the board.
Others like Agra talk with students,
What needs to change is the termitake part in tours & get their business nology used because job descriptions
name out in front of the students.
have changed. Most have invested
in reorganization & are investing
Many have spent time & resources to heavily in categories such as Human
redesign their internal cultures. It is Relations & supervision.
important to have employees want to
show up in the morning & it’s imAll would like to see their employees
portant to the employer to send
live & work in Merrill but feel there
them home—safe & sound at the end is a disconnect with affordable, midof the day.
size housing options citing rental
options being either too high or too
Some of the tools being used include low-end with not enough mid-range
employee recognition, friendly com- options. And if buying a home there
petition, getting employees involved seems to be a lot of smaller two bedin processes & in the community,
room or very large older homes on
making employees feel they are being the market & not enough 3-4 bedheard & getting their opinions/
room homes which are readily availasuggestions, hiring qualified, wellble in surrounding communities.
rounded employees that are
‘intentional ongoing learners’ —
All agree that the younger job force
meaning they are willing to continue is changing. There are many examto learn as manufacturing jobs have ples of hardworking millennials &
changed & are becoming more tech- many examples of those ages lacking

interpersonal skills—simply not
being able & willing to interact with
people face-to-face. All agree that
these new employees are mobile &
willing to move & that they are
looking for a well balanced work-life
experience.
I have attached an interesting article on Millennial Trends—Adapt to
the Next Generation in Your Business. I love the last paragraph—
Millennials WILL be running your
business one day. The cost to ignore
them is greater than the cost to
reach them...
The Circle of Influence meetings
have been interesting & useful,
interacting with others in the same
business. The next one will be for
retailers on May 9.
Everyone here at the chamber are
mom’s, so I would like to wish every
mom out there a very Happy Mother’s Day! If you are unable to be
with your kids, I hope that you will
hear from them on this special day.
And to everyone who has ever
served, thank you to our veterans.
Being married to a retired, disabled
vet & having worked for the Dept.
of the Navy , Chairman of the House
Armed Services & Secretary of Defense, our veterans hold a very dear
place in my heart. Your service &
sacrifice as well as your family’s is
greatly appreciated. I know all too
well that no military veteran has
ever served alone.
Summer (really) is just a stones
throw away & there are tons of
events & activities starting with an
awesome Family Fun Night & Movie
in the Park on June 1. Join us for
Disney’s Hook with food, bounce
house & more sponsored by
Weinbrenner Shoes!
From my doorway to yours, thank
you for supporting the Chamber &
our programs. Everything we do,
we do for your business!

Debbe
Chief Executive Officer
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Business After Hours
Business After Hours

Date: May 17

Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc.

News

Hanging Flower Baskets

Merrill

Time: 5:00—7:00 pm
Place: Sawmill Brewing Company
Sponsored by: The Wellness Center at
Gress Chiropractic

It’s that time of year again when we start to dream
of summer & those beautiful hanging flower baskets We have the space and we have the talent so let’s
that adorn our streets. These baskets are made
have some murals to help tell Merrill’s story! Mupossible by a dedicated group of volunteers & cash
rals are colorful, attractive & can tell an important
donations from residents of Merrill.
story. We have blank walls & businesses willing to
Please help us beautify the corridors of Merrill this
donate their space. Now we need donations for
summer by making a contribution to the Hanging
supplies. Help beautify Merrill with murals.
Basket Fund.
Send your tax-deductible donation to:
Merrill Chamber Foundation
Hanging Basket Fund
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

*Beginning 2018, cost for BaH will be $3
Friends of the Merrill
per person admission fee. Or try the $10/ City Band
pp bundle deal—admission, 50/50 raffle &
Friends of the Merrill City Band has kicked off a
raffle tickets included.

Morning Mixer

capital fundraiser to help with needed supplies and
improvements to Normal Park for their concerts &
other events. The Merrill City Band has been actively entertaining Merrill residents since 1911 and now
they need your help. Plans include bathrooms✓,
concession stand✓, warming house✓, sprinkler
system & new sod!
To make a tax-deductible donation:

Something to show off or celebrate? Host
a Morning Mixer at your business!

Mural Project

Friends of the Merrill City Band
Merrill Chamber of Commerce Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452
Donations can be made in any amount.

Make a tax-deductible donation now:
Merrill Chamber Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

Other Foundation Programs

Other programs that the Chamber Foundation
administers include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discover Downtown Merrill
Emergency Relief Fund
Friends of the River Bend Trail
Foundation Community Fund
For the Love of Merrill
125th Anniversary Fire Dept. Prints
Merrill Events
Community Enhancements (Hanging Flower Baskets)

Please consider making a tax-deductible contribution to
any of the foundation programs. Send your taxdeductible donations to:

Merrill Chamber Foundation
705 N. Center Avenue
Merrill, WI 54452

Additional
So...What’s
New?
Programs
We are starting a new social media marketing program, ‘Member Moments’ that will include videos from our members on Face Book. Watch for
these ‘moments’ beginning in March!
We heard you and will begin new Circle of Influence Advocacy Groups in 2018 stemming from our successful Talent Summit last spring. The Circle of Influence groups will include Chairman’s Circle for CEO’s and Owners; Manufacturing Matters for General Managers and HR Directors; Retail Roundtable for Retail
Owners; Working Women Wednesday’s for Leadership; Service Providers and Merrill Events for Event Organizers.
Inspire has launched! A new software that will link businesses with MAPS, Workforce Development and all high schools in the State of Wisconsin. It is a great
opportunity for area businesses to list their business & job types on-line to educate students & potential employees through Workforce Development. Your employees can become on-line mentors to answer student questions about career types & education needed. Wouldn’t it be great to hire employees from your own
backyard or from anywhere in Wisconsin? By linking our schools, workforce agencies & businesses together throughout the state, we can make Wisconsin businesses the place to be. Businesses are already signing up and best of all it is FREE!
MHS Community Connections Program we are partnering with the high school to invite area businesses to present to students about what they do, Tuesday
thru Friday from 9:30-10:10am. Schedule your presentation today!
Supply Chain Market Place is now available connecting suppliers to buyers. Sign-up your business at www.wisupplymarketplace.com making connections today!
Connect with Interns through a skilled talent pipeline with www.InternshipWisconsin.com College students are joining WisConnect regularly, so what are you
waiting for?
Our next Chamber Trip will be to the Amalfi Coast, Italy in March 2019. The cost is $3000 per person & includes transportation, airfare, hotel, many meals and
tours. Travelers are already registering, so contact us today!
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Ambassadors Club:

Membership

Recognitions & Ribbon Cuttings

Why Join Your Local Chamber of Commerce?
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Member Reflections
The Sawmill Brewing Company

The Chamber
provides
many beneChamber Board of Directors & Chamber Foundation
Board, Ambassadors & committee members: Randy
fits to
Wixson, Jeff Schneider, Zach Kubichek, Noel Bushor, 3. Create networking opportunities. ChamNancy Kwiesielewicz, Diane Goetsch, Barb Haffeman, bers have numerous committees and serving
Sawmill
Jerry Hersil, Sara Gossfeld-Benzing, Dennis Krueger,
Brewing
Kris McGarigle, Brian Richards, Kent Reinhardt, Tim on one of them provides numerous
Schreiber, Brian Seeger, Ryan Martinovici, Charlie
networking opportunities as well as profesCompany.
Roth, Gail Bloch, Helene Ader, Chris Malm, Ashley
sional leadership development. You can build
Liedtke, Becky Roberts, Charise Lewer, Cheryl Fick,
The two bigDennis Grefe, Carri Kennedy, Ernie Stender, Jason
your business while promoting
gest would be
Zack Kubichek
Henrich, Jennifer Porath, Kristina LaPorte, Leah
Nelson, Nancy Stadler, Sue Kunkel, Betsy Wiesneski, developments of keen interest to local busiManager
advertising
Giana Saari, Molly Lyon, Mike Manning, Janet
nesses and the community at large.
Schreiber, Julie Gabler, Kurt Rust, Marty Heyne, Mike
and network4. Gain a voice in government. The local
Potter, Cody Schmidt, & Bryan Bloch.
ing.
Being
mentioned
on
their
Facebook
page,
chamber takes on the tough issues and opposwebsite
and
Visitors
Guide
goes
a
long
way
in
es new regulations, taxes, fees,
Upcoming Ribbon Cuttings
boosting
our
business.
I
also
really
enjoy
going
to
assessments and costs directed at small busiMay 19—VFW New Site
Business After Hours as it allows me to connect
nesses. It also helps protect the principles of
free enterprise and aids businesses
with people I otherwise may not have known. I
Welcome New Member
in being treated fairly.
learn about their businesses and the role they
play in helping shape this great community. I was
Silver Creek Services, LLC
Did you know... If a company shows that it’s
encouraged to join the chamber board and I am
highly involved in its local chamber, consumers
very pleased I did. I am a more active member of
are 12 percent more likely to think that its
our community and have the chamber to thank
products stack up better against its competiBuilding Business One Ribbon at a Time
for it.
tion.

Big Thank You to All Our Volunteers!

Let’s look at the top 10 reasons this year.
Here are the top 3 & 4:

Member Programs
24-Hour Information Center
Did you know that only Chamber members &
other Chamber/visitor centers can advertise in
the Information Center? Place your brochures, flyers and/or business cards for FREE.
The Information Center is a very busy place &
is restocked daily.
Newsletter Inserts
Did you know that only members can advertise in the Chamber e-news/newsletter? Cost
is only $15 & your message will reach over
500 people. It’s also on our website that receives over 6000 hits per month.
Member to Member
Did you know that you can offer other members discounts on purchases and services as a
way of advertising & marketing your business?
If you are willing to offer a discount to other
Chamber members, please
contact us so that we can get
the word out to other members!
Office Assistance
Did you know that only members can make
copies free of charge at the Chamber? Or use
our fax machine? Or bulk mail stamp for large
bulk mailings? Contact us for details.

Red Carpet Pak
Did you know that only members can advertise & make
special offers in our Red Carpet Pak’s that given to new
Merrill residents to welcome them & introduce
them the Merrill area?

Website
Our website is very user friendly. You’ll
find that it is easier to maneuver in and that
some new features have been added.

are some ways that you can help:

You will also notice that there are now
separate tabs for tourism and the chamber
foundation. These will be great tools especially if you are wanting to make a donation
to one of the many project funds that the
foundation operates.

One of the best features is the long awaited
member web pages. Each member can have
their own web page that you manage yourWebvertising
self. This is a great tool for businesses that
Advertise on our website! Cost for this great
do not have their own website or for the
new webvertising is only $25 per month! Great business who wants to post coupons or
way to grab attention to your business Our
daily specials. If you have your own webwebsite & links receive 7000+ hits per month
site, your hotlink will still work to move
so it’s an economical way to advertise!
visitors to your site, but a single page maybe
just what you are looking for either or not
Our membership depends on volunteers! Here you have your own website.
Golf Outing ■ Crazy Daze ■ Pork in the Park
Circle of Influence Advocacy Committees
Ambassador Club
Contact Debbe for more information. Email
director@merrillchamber.org

At the Chamber, it’s all about You!
We are bringing the Best to the Best!

VOLUNTEER

We have added brand new videos to the
website too.
For more information send questions to
Cheryl at manager@merrillchamber.org or
to Debbe at director@merrillchamber.org
or call us at 715-536-9474.

PAGE 4

THE ADVANTAGE

Chamber Education:

Member-to-Member Club
Join Today & Save

The Chamber’s Member to Member Club,
is a product discount program for Chamber
members only. If your business is willing to
offer a discount to other Chamber members
contact us now! Gain marketing exposure &
potential new business customers. Be a part
of the Club!
As a Chamber member you will receive a discount at the following businesses:
Put Your Business Name Here!
*Ye Old Sweet Shoppe—10% off purchase

2018 Workshops
*Ziesemer Photography - 15% off on business
portrait purchase
*Lincoln Wood Products —factory direct—10%
off purchase
*Fully Promoted—Buy 12 pieces (anything) & get
FREE decoration (embroidery, heat press, garment
print, transfer) & FREE set-up & digitizing of logo.

Just mention the Member-to-Member
Club at any of these businesses & start
saving today!

*VIP On-line Member Discounts— to join
email them at VIP@dwave.net
for complete details on discounts.

Lincoln Wood Products

Customer service has always been the companies #1 priority. Another focus is the continual evolution of their product line—
constantly integrating technological improvements & expanding the product lines
through extensive research & development
that is conducted in-house. All products are
then certified & verified by independent
testing firms.
71 years after its founding, the finely crafted
windows & patio doors reflect the company’s long tradition of quality craftmanship.

•

Q3—Buying & Leasing Commercial Real
Estate—July 26
Q4—Grow your Customer Base—Nov. 8

✓2nd Annual Talent Summit
May 24
✓ Employment Practices—May 30
✓Harassment in the Workplace—TBA

In the subject line type: Education Topic

Spotlight on Business—May

As the company grew, the original building
expanded several times. Today the company encompasses over 500,000 sq. feet of
manufacturing space.

•

Send us your suggestions via email at
info@merrillchamber.org

*Northwood's Evergreen & Wire Co. —20%
off purchase

Lincoln Wood Products was founded in 1947
by Carl & Jane Bierman. They purchased &
renovated an old dairy farm & Lincoln Wood
Products story began.

✓ WI Small Business Development
Center Trainings

If there are other educational programs that
you would like the Chamber to bring to you,
please contact us with your ideas.

*Super Lube—15% off purchase

The Spotlight on Business for May is
Lincoln Wood Products located at
1400 West Taylor Street in Merrill’s
Industrial Park. Their telephone is
800-967-2461.

Coming in 2018

It was important to Carl & Jane that Lincoln
Wood Products would withstand the test of
time & always offer employment to Merrill
residents for generations to come.
On April 10, 2011 the corporate office & finishing plant was severely damaged by a tornado. They were able to move many operations to other plant facilities they owned to
continue most operations. In August, the
new plant was completely rebuilt & back to
full operation. It had been a difficult period
& was made more so by the passing of company owner Jane at the age of 91.

Reminders
S h o p

m e r r

I

l l

The hardships shared by the employees
brought everyone together & strengthened
the family atmosphere that Carl & Jane always sought for Lincoln Wood Products.
Lincoln Wood Products is going strong today.
Thanks to Carl & Jane Bierman & the legacy
they left behind—Lincoln Wood Products is a
part of Merrill’s past, present & future. And
one more reason we
say—For the Love of
Merrill!
We miss you Jane!

Never doubt that a small,
dedicated group of people
can make a difference.
Indeed, it is the only
thing that ever has.

THE ADVANTAGE
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Chamber Chat….did you know?
New Circle of Influence Groups in 2018
The Manufacturing Matters meeting was
great with many of our members gathered at
one table. Up next is:
Retail Roundtable—May 9
Working Women—TBA
Merrill Events—TBA
Service Providers—TBA

2018 Talent Summit
The 2nd Annual Talent Summit will be held
May 24 at the Holiday Inn Convention Center
in Stevens Point. Watch for details. Some of
the focus/discussion groups will be on hiring
veterans, mental illness and those coming
through the legal system.

Sponsors & Cooks Needed
We are looking for sponsors & cooks for our
Annual Pork in the Park Ribfest. This is the
single largest one-day event in Merrill so it’s a
great time to get your business name out
there! Contact the Chamber for more information at 715-536-9474.

Workshop 101
Checkout the line-up of workshop we are
hosting in 2018! The workshops are free &
will take place from 8am to 9:30am at the
Chamber office, but you must pre-register at
www.merrillchamber.org

40th Annual Chamber Classic
That’s right, our 40th Annual Chamber Golf
Classic will be on June 4. You can register now
for a day of fun on the greens with friends &
other business members! There will be some
new games of chance, all in good fun, tasty food
& great raffle prizes. Come celebrate this milestone with us!

Congratulations
One Way Collision Center is
starting construction on their new
building on East Main Street! Congratulations Bob & Jane!

May 30—Employment Practices
July 26—Buying & Leasing Commercial Real Estate

40

Nov. 8—Grow Your Customer Base
TBA—Sexual Harassment

Kindhearted is celebrating their 2nd anniversary in their new building! Congrats Diane &
Sarah!

Taking Notes…..
Never Forgotten Honor Flight
Member Paul Lindwall from Comfort Gallery,
rescued a 1948 Plymouth P15 Deluxe from a
rock pile in Gleason where it had sat for 50
years in 2013. Over the next 3 years, the car
has been restored—body repaired, glass replaced, new interior, new engine rebuilt, new
brakes, electric & more. Now the car is being
raffled off to send 100 Vietnam Veterans on
the Honor Flight to Washington D.C.
Tickets can be purchased for $20 each or 6
for $100 at the following Merrill area

locations: Comfort Gallery or Brickners Park
City. Sponsors include River Valley Bank,
Reindl Printing & Pine Ridge Convenience
Center.
The drawing will be held on
August 24 & you do not need
to be present to win.

Welcome
Our newest member Silver Creek Services,
LLC. Owned by Mike Lucia. Silver Creek is a
Port-a-Potty service.

Extra Nuts & Bolts
Requests for Merrill information
only during the month of April:
Phone calls: 159
Emails: 143
Walk-ins: 119
Info mailed out: 163
Website Visits: 5,881
Restock Center: 63
Business Referrals: 26

Chamber

Premier Manufacturing has
started construction/expansion of their facility
on Heldt Street. Congrats Jim!

“Positive Possibilities”
Thanks to our members, sponsors & numerous partnerships, the Chamber supports dozens of community programs & is
actively involved in many initiatives that
you may not be aware of.
Look for this symbol to learn
more about our history & our
future & the community programs we are involved in.

Iron Raven Tattoo is celebrating their 1st
anniversary at their new home in Merrill! Congrats Dave & Nicole!
Debbe Kinsey, Chamber CEO has been
awarded Woman of Outstanding Leadership
for her career & community leadership by the
International Women’s Leadership Association!

Merrill Area Concert Association
The new 2018-19 concert line up is out! Sept.
18—Doo-Wah Riders; Dec. 2—Quartetto
Gelato (; Jan. 19—Tom Buchholtz Octet;
March 11 Tapestry; March 29—Chicago Harp
Quartet; and May 4—Masters of Soul. Seasonal membership $45; students $18; or Family
$115. For info visit www.MerrillConcerts.org

Promote your upcoming
events
Contact Cheryl at
manager@merrillchamber.org

Mark Your Calendar

May 24—2nd Annual Talent Summit
Comments, Questions
Join us for this awesome regional business sumMay 5-6—Dorinda’s Dance Production
& Concerns
mit at the Holiday Inn in Stevens Point from
Come & see Dorinda’s talented students at
8am to 4pm. Cost is $99, includes breakfast,
Prairie River Middle School. Show times on
lunch & classes. Register at www.Centergy.org The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce wants you to read about area
Saturday at noon, 3:30pm & 7pm. Sunday is
Merrill Chamber is a sponsor/organizer of
businesses and other information that
noon & 4pm. Call studio for tickets 715-536- event.
we feel is important to our members. If
4411.
May 25—Merrill High School graduation. there are any topics you think we should
May 9—Retail Roundtable Circle of Influence
cover, please let us know. Call the office
This Circle of Influence group will gather at
May 28—
(715-536-9474), fax us (715-539-2043) or
AmericInn from 8:00 to 9:15am.
stop in at our office (705 N. Center Ave).
May 12—Spring Psychic Faire
Rivers Edge from 9:45am to 5pm. Call for
psychic line-up at 715-536-2270.
May 13—

The Chamber office will be closed.
May 30—Employment Practices Workshop at Chamber office 8-9am. Please RSVP.

June 4—40th Anniversary Chamber Classic
Join us as we hit the greens! Register at the
Chamber or on-line on our webMay 19—Community-wide Rummage Sale
You know that its spring when the community site www.merrillchamber.org
-wide rummage sale comes to town! Clean
out your closets & register your sale with
Foto News to get on the map.
For a complete listing of
May 19—Haunted Sawmill Masquerade area events & activities check out the
Chamber of Commerce website
Join us for the 2nd Annual Ball at Kathy &
Cal’s Club 64. Dress up for the Mysterious
www.merrillchamber.org or the digital
Masquerade Ball. Tickets must be purchased in sign at the Chamber office for event info.
advance. Call the Chamber for info.

M E R R I L L AR E A C H AM BE R O F C O M M E RC E
T H E AD V AN TAG E

Listen to us every Thursday on WJJQ 92.5FM
and on Bluejay 730AM.
Catch What’s Up Wednesday
every Wednesday on our Face
Book page at merrillchamber1.

705 North Center Avenue
Merrill, Wisconsin 54452

Be sure to Like us!

Our individual emails are:
Debbe Kinsey—Chief Executive Officer

director@merrillchamber.org
Cheryl Skoug—Program Manager

manager@merrillchamber.org
Janessa Weisman—Office Assistant

info@merrillchamber.org
Website -

www.merrillchamber.org
Face Book

merrillchamber1

CHAMBER MEETINGS

Phone: 715-536-9474
Fax: 715-539-2043
Website: www.merrillchamber.org
Facebook: merrillchamber1

Board of Directors— 5/16

Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce Mission
Statement
The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce is
committed to its members by helping their businesses to grow,
succeed and thrive

Foundation— 4/20

Vision Statement
The Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce is committed to
promoting the Merrill area as a community to live, work and
play for today and tomorrow.

Pork in Park—TBA

Ambassador Club – 6/19

Executive Board

Board Members

Randy Wixson—Chairman
Jeff Schneider—Chair Elect
Zach Kubichek—Vice Chair
Noel Bushor – Financial Officer
Nancy Kwiesielewicz—Past Chair

Sara Gossfeld-Benzing
Diane Goetsch
Barb Haffemann
Gerald Hersil
Dennis Krueger
Kris McGarigle
Kent Reinhardt
Tim Schreiber
Brian Seeger
Brian Richards
Ex-Officio:
Dave Johnson
Ryan Martinovici

Staff

Debbe Kinsey – Chief Executive Officer
Cheryl Skoug – Programs Manager
Janessa Weisman—Office Assistant

Finance— July TBA
Golf—TBA

Circle of Influence Meetings:
Retail Roundtable—5/9
Event Organizers—5/11
Working Women—TBA
Service Providers—TBA
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Your business can partner with us for
National Electrical Safety Month and help
spread the word throughout our community!
Hello,
We wanted to let you know that May is National Electrical Safety Month (NESM). For the past 2 years, we have done a
social media campaign to promote NESM by sharing safety tips on Facebook. Last year, we partnered with the Merrill Fire
Station. This year our focus is to raise awareness about electrical safety throughout the Merrill community. Our goal is to
partner with as many local businesses, non-profits and schools as possible to help promote NESM and provide life-saving
tips to the community.
Who are we?
In The Lite, LLC is a full service residential & commercial electrical contractor based out of Merrill. We have been
proudly serving the community for over 15 years. Please visit www.inthelitellc.com for more information.
How does it work?
Once you decide you’d like to be a partner, we will schedule a 15 minute time slot for me to come and take a photo at your
business or school. The photo can be with your employees or students, inside or outside, or whatever you’d like! I will then
take the photo and post it to our Facebook page noting your business, non-profit or school as a NESM partner and posting
an electrical safety tip with it that corresponds to your business. For example, if you are a veterinary clinic, we could take a
photo with some animals and then I would post that photo along with an electrical safety tip about pets.
What do you need to do?
Almost nothing! We will handle everything. The only thing you need to do is contact me at sasha@inthelitellc.com or
715-297-2287 to let me know you are interested and we will pick a date and time in the month of May for me to come and
take the picture. All we ask is that, once we post the photo on Facebook, you share it on your Facebook page as well (if
you have one)!
What do you get out of it?
Free publicity on social media and I will also be submitting a press release with a list of all partners to local media outlets.
We will also give you handouts with electrical safety tips to give to your employees or students. Plus, you will get the
chance to spread awareness in your community about this important issue.
Why is National Electrical Safety Month important?
Electrical safety might not be something you have thought about but it is extremely important. Electrical failure or
malfunction is a leading cause of fires each year. Yet, many electrical fires can be prevented simply by understanding basic
electrical safety principles. Home electrical fires account for an estimated 42,210 fires each year, nearly 500 deaths, 1,370
injuries, and $1.4 billion in property damage. It is our goal to help lower these statistics, starting in our own community.

Thank you so much for your time and I hope to hear from you soon!
Sasha Everett
Communication Director
715-297-2287

Sponsored By:

The Wellness
Center at Gress Chiropractic

Come enjoy Business After Hours and friends of the Merrill Chamber of Commerce!

May 17th at Sawmill Brewing Company
We give a big thank you to this month’s sponsor, Gress Chiropractic and Sawmill Brewing for
inviting us. This is a great chance to network with other Chamber business members, which you
might not have the opportunity to see. Relax, unwind, and socialize with old and new
acquaintances.
Members are invited to bring a spouse, friend, or business associate. This is a Chamber mixer. At
6:00pm get ready for the raffles, and meeting the Wellness Center at
Gress Chiropractic. Mark this date on your calendar! No RSVP
required – just show up as soon as you are able after work.
IMPORTANT DETAILS
WHEN: May 17, 2018 (5pm-7pm)
WHERE: Sawmill Brewing Company
COST: $3.00 (this will get you into a special drawing and bar
coupon)
WHAT: Hors D’oeuvres & Cash Bar
0PTIONAL: Bring your business cards to give to new
acquaintances. Put a card and $1 into the 50/50 drawing. One
lucky winner will go home with half the pot.

Date: Monday, June 4, 2018

Time: 10:30 a.m. Shotgun Start

Place: Merrill Golf Club

Cost: $85 per person for non‐course members OR $65 per person for Golf Course Members.
$20 per person for a ending Buﬀet Dinner ONLY

Golf Classic Schedule
9:30 am – Registra on & Complimentary Donuts, Fruit & Coﬀee
10:30 am – Shotgun Start – Complimentary Lunch & Beer Served at the Turn
4:30 pm – Cash Bar & Light Snacks will be provided in the Banquet Hall
5:00 pm – Dinner served Buﬀet Style
Awards & Raﬄe Prizes presented Following Dinner

Registra on
Golfer Names:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Company Name:

Buﬀet Only Names:
The 2018 Chamber Golf Classic is open to Chamber Members and their guests. This is a social event. Amateur golfers are welcome to
play. It is geared so that everyone will enjoy a fun‐ﬁlled day. This event is the main annual fundraising ac vity of the year for the Merrill
Chamber of Commerce.

Dona on of Prizes:
Will you please consider dona ng a gi to be used as hole and raﬄe prizes?
_____Yes! I would like to donate a gi . My gi is

Thank you in advance for your continued support of this annual event.
Make check payable to: Merrill Chamber of Commerce, 705 N. Center Avenue, Merrill, WI 54452
Phone 715‐536‐9474  Fax 715‐539‐2043  Email manager@merrillchamber.org  www.merrillchamber.org
Check Enclosed $

Send Invoice

Name:

Date: Monday, June 4, 2018
Time: 10:30 a.m. Shotgun Start
Place: Merrill Golf Club

Phone:
Business:
Check Enclosed $
Credit Card

Exp:

Sponsorship Op ons:
Diamond Sponsor:

E‐mail:

Please invoice the company
MasterCard

/

Visa

Code:

$600.00

Our Diamond Sponsors are the “main event” sponsors. Each sponsor may enter one foursome for FREE and receive 1 dozen
golf balls. Each sponsor’s logo will also be included on the registra on form, cover of the event program, site banners and
signage on the course. Each Diamond Sponsor will be entered into a drawing for a FREE 18‐hole round of golf for four.

Yes! I would like to be a Diamond Sponsor.

Gold Sponsor:

$300.00

Our Gold Sponsors may enter two players for FREE. Each sponsor’s logo will also be included on site banners, event program
and signage on the course.

Yes! I would like to be a Gold Sponsor.

Golf Hole Sponsor:

$100.00

Our Golf Hole Sponsors will have their business name displayed at the hole of their choice*, event program and all
signage. (*The commi ee reserves the right to assign holes based on par 3’s with insured prizes and ﬂag events oﬀered.)

Yes! I would like to be a Golf Hole Sponsor. Hole requested: #
Dona on of Prizes:
In addi on to your sponsorship will you please consider dona ng a gi to be used as hole and raﬄe prizes?

Yes! I would like to donate a gi . My gi is
The 2018 Chamber Golf Classic is open to Chamber Members and their guests. This is a social event. Amateur golfers are welcome to play. It is
geared so that everyone will enjoy a fun‐ﬁlled day. This event is the main annual fundraising ac vity of the year for the Merrill Chamber of
Commerce.

Thank you in advance for your con nued support and sponsorship of this annual event.
Make check payable to: Merrill Chamber of Commerce, 705 N. Center Avenue, Merrill, WI 54452
Phone: 715‐536‐9474 • Fax 715‐539‐2043 • Email manager@merrillchamber.org • www.merrillchamber.org

