Eastern Oregon Tributefest is back!

Sustaining Members

The countdown is on! Only 20 more days until the first Eastern Oregon Tributefest. For the
second year in a row, Tom Busciglio is throwing the biggest rock & roll party in Baker County.
This two-day musical festival of the top tribute bands in North America includes Appetite for
Deception, Aerosmith Rocks Tribute, Washed in Black, Jukebox Heroes, Glass of Hearts,
Grand Illusion, Lovedrive, Shoot to Thrill, Hysteria and
Motorbreath.
With even more vendors including new food and merchandising vendors, this festival is expanding. RV camping is
available at the fairgrounds. Tickets are only available
online at tickettomato.com Don’t miss this weekend!

Membership
Matters

Hells Canyon Motorcycle Rally

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the supporters of the
Hells Canyon Motorcycle Rally (HCMR) for all they did to make the
20th Anniversary of the HCMR a resounding success. Without the generous support of the county-wide community, our hosts, the City of
Baker City, and the Baker County Chamber of Commerce this amazing
event would not have been possible.
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The business community truly went above and beyond to welcome
the riders and made them feel like they were all old friends. It’s genuine hospitality like that that encourages our participants to continue
returning year after year.
You are all incredibly fortunate and blessed to live in such a kind and
supportive community. Fortunate too that there is a deep understanding of and commitment to supporting tourism in beautiful Baker County.
We are already starting preparations for an even bigger and better
HCMR in 2020 and can’t wait to share the exciting plans in the months
ahead.
Thanks again for making the Hells Canyon Motorcycle Rally the best
rally in the Pacific Northwest!!
Sincerely,
Todd Godfrey
HCMR Organizer
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Thank you

Hells Canyon Motorcycle Rally
20th Anniversary
The 20th Anniversary Rally was a huge success. Rider attendance was
its highest ever, according to Todd Godfrey of High Mountain Harley
Davidson. As usual the amazing rides were the main attraction, but new
additions were welcomed by all. This year marks the first appearance of
One Wheel Revolution. This dedicated entertainment company specializes in v-twin wheelies, burnouts, drifting and amazing performances.
Both of their shows were packed with locals as well as riders. This year’s
rally also included a
headlining concert.
Steven Adler, the former drummer for GunsN-Roses put on a rocking show and entertained hundreds.
As attendance at the rally grows, Baker County stepped up
to welcome the riders and vendors. With nearly every aspect of the rally coordinated and supported by Travel Baker
County, Legacy Ford, the City of Baker City and the Baker
County Chamber of Commerce this truly is a local event.
Numerous county organizations and businesses provided services and support to the riders. Community
Connections gave just over 2, 000 rides this year, more than doubling last
years count. Baker High School provided camping again complete with
hot showers. All proceeds went to the girls soccer and basketball programs. A gorgeous painting by David Uhl raised $2200 for the Baker City
Police Department.
Riders had nothing but good things to say about
their time in Baker County, they raved about the
kindness of all the residents and businesses particularly Charley’s Ice Cream & Deli, D & J Taco
Shop, Eagle Cap Grill, Hells Canyon Outdoor Supply, Sumpter Dredge, Sunridge Inn, Superior Towing and Thatcher Ace Hardware.
Next year is expected to be even bigger and
better. Check out the Rally’s Facebook page and
participate in surveys and contests throughout
the year. Mark your calendar for July 9-12, 2020!

Every year dozens of organizations and
businesses lend their support to the
Miners’ Jubilee Festival. This year we
had an amazing outpouring of donations
and ideas. We would like to extend a
huge thank you to Ashgrove Cement,
Chuck Chase and the Eastern Oregon
Mining Association for their unwavering
support. Jerry Shaw of Country Financial graciously sponsored our family
fun area as well as provided set up and tear down staffing. Lynette Perry
did a wonderful job of organizing the music. Whelan Electric & Powder River Electric volunteered their time and expertise for another year. These
people and companies have been a mainstay of the Jubilee and it would be
nearly impossible to replace them.
We would like to thank our local businesses who donated generously to
our raffle or sold buttons for us. A huge thank you to Another Round Resale, Appliances & More, Baker Heritage Museum, Betty’s Books, Charley’s
Ice Cream Parlor and Deli, D& B Supply, D & J Taco Shop, Elkhorn Grills,
Essentially Danika, Jackie's Savory Sweets, Kicks Sportswear, Ryder Brothers, Sorbenots Coffee, Sycamore Tree and the Trailhead. Our vendors donated as well; Tami Sioux, Mama Celia’s, Grandpa’s Pepperoni, the Succulent Hub, Debra Jean’s Gourmet Brittle, Grandma’s Touch, Idaho Laser Creations, Papa’s Styles Leathers, Scentsy, Cutco, I & I and JC Products all contributed to our raffle.

Baker County
Events
www.visitbaker.com
08/01
E/W Football Community
BBQ
08/02-10
Baker County Fair
08/03
E/W Shrine Breakfast
E/W Shrine Gridiron Tailgate
& Grill
E/W Shrine Parade
2019 E/W Shrine Game

08/06
Community Night Out
08/08
Play “A night on Broadway”
08/08
Haines Stampede Truck &
Tractor Pull

Baker County Fair
The Baker County Fair is a family friendly event celebrating the agriculture,
volunteer groups, and businesses of Baker County. Fair festivities include
children's events, 4-H, FFA, and open class home arts, free entertainment,
and vendors. This year’s theme is “The Simple Fair Necessities.”
For more information including complete schedule of activities and this
year's musical performers call 541-523-7881.

08/10
Haines Stampede Demolition
Derby
08/10
Perseid Meteor Shower
GlampOut

Sumpter Valley Railroad

Miners’ Jubilee Wrap Up
Every year since 1982 July has meant the fun and excitement
of Miners’ Jubilee. This year for the first time in many years,
the park was filled with vendors. We also welcomed over a
dozen new vendors. The spaces along Grove street were utilized and we still had a waiting list! Attendance also increased as the residents of Baker County turned out in huge
numbers for our parade, our vendors in the park as well as
the sidewalk sale organized by our downtown merchants.
This year also marked an increase in visitors as several families and groups reached out for help in finding lodging during
Jubilee.
First time parade participants, Delicioso Mexican Restaurant took first place, Albertsons snagged
second place with their wonderfully decorated shopping carts
and a great group of local kids under the name of Keeping Trails
Clean swept third place.
Jubilee buttons sold out by Saturday morning. This was due in
part to the raffle ticket that came with each button. This year’s
prize was a Green Mountain Grill donated by Elkhorn Grills
stuffed with over $1,000 worth of merchandise and gift certificates from our generous Baker County businesses, as well as donations from the vendors in the Park.
As usual, we already planning for even better event next year.
We are committed to returning Jubilee to its former glory. There will be
changes and improvements. Please let us know how
we can make it the best Jubilee yet. Check out our
survey on our Facebook page or give us a call at 541523-5855. We welcome all ideas, comments and
feedback. Let us know what you want and think.
Mark your calendars for July 17th, 18th & 19th!

The Sumpter Valley Railroad is one of Baker County’s most popular attractions.
Originally built in the 1880’s to haul lumber, the railroad ceased operations in 1947.
Over thirty years later a small group of incredibly dedicated volunteers began working
to restore the railroad. Over the next twenty years they acquired three steam locomotives.
This group built the County Railroad Park that operates as a day park bringing visitors
from around the world. As the railroad approaches it’s twentieth anniversary, the
need for new members has risen. Volunteers are needed to learn everything from how to repair historic railcars
to how to safely operate a steam engine! For more information email info@sumptervalleyrailroad.org

Historic Sumpter Dredge
The Sumpter Valley Gold Dredge is an impressive piece of mining
equipment that wound its way through the neighboring Sumpter
Valley, digging up the earth as it went. The dredge was able to
travel in a pond it created for itself with its 72 massive dredging
buckets. The leftover material was then dropped out the back of
a 96-foot long conveyor belt, leaving piles of gravel tailings everywhere it went.
Today, visitors are still amazed at the impressive feat of engineering embodied in the dredge as they visit Sumpter Valley
Dredge State Heritage Area. The dredge is now surrounded by
several well-maintained hiking trails, an interpretive center, and
informational kiosk stations. One can still enter the dredge and touch, taste, and smell just a little bit of that era
gone by.
The Sumpter Dredge is home to many wonderful events. From a Pin stop in this year’s Hells Canyon Motorcycle Rally to outdoor concerts, the Dredge provides an awe inspiring backdrop to everyday life.
In partnership with Oregon State Parks, the Friends of the Sumpter Valley Dredge,
a non-profit provides educational and interpretive experiences at the Sumpter
Valley Dredge State Heritage Area for the benefit of present and future generations.
Visit their Facebook pages for more information.
Historic Sumpter Dredge and Sumpter Valley Gold Dredge
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Do you know about Baker Bucks? Baker Bucks is a great program to
promote and support our local businesses. They can be purchased at
the Chamber. Many local businesses include them in raffle baskets
and as employee gifts and prizes.
Baker Bucks are the same as cash! The Chamber will reimburse you
the full amount of a Baker Buck. They come in denominations of $10,
$20, $25 and $50. Currently they can be redeemed at over 40 Baker
County businesses.
Signing up to accept Baker Bucks is a snap. Simply call the Chamber
and let us know you want to participate. That’s it. When you receive
Baker Bucks, just let call us or drop in and we will reimburse you for
the full-face value. Nothing could be easier. So, sign up and help support our local businesses!
Baker Bucks Participating Businesses
A Therapeutic Massage, Albertsons, Appliances & More, Baker Botanicals, Baker Heritage Museum, Baker County Chamber Store, Baker
County YMCA, Baker Food Co-op, BELLA Main Street Market, Betty’s
Book, Carpet One Floor & Home, Cashway Lumber, Chill’Z Frozen
Yogurt, Cody’s General Store, Copper Belt Tasting Room, Crossroads
Carnegie Art Center, D & B Supply, D&J Taco Shop, Davis Computers,
Elkhorn Embroidery, Eastern Oregon Regional Theatre, Grocery
Outlet, Haines Gold Rush Gifts, Haines Steakhouse, Hearts and Petals
Flower Shoppe, Heavens Best Carpet Cleaning, Lube Depot, Mad Matilda’s Coffee House, McElroy Printing, Oregon Trail Restaurant, Peterson’s Gallery & Chocolatier, Queen City Modern, Safeway, Succulent
Hub, Thatcher's Ace Hardware, The Little Bagel Shop and The Sycamore Tree.

Eat Local Shop Local Enjoy Local
You Set the Trend

4 Smart Hints for Small Business Marketing
1. Build a great online presence
An important part of marketing today is developing an online presence. You might think your local business has
no benefit of being online, as customers are usually local. It’s important to remember that almost one-third of
all mobile searches are related to location and over 75% of local mobile searches result in purchases. You want
people to find you online when they are looking for a business in the area, whether that’s on Facebook, Google,
Instagram, Pinterest and others. Decide which platforms are right for you and get started. Make sure you create relevant content and update it routinely.

2. Reviews & Testimonials
One of the most crucial aspects of marketing are reviews. 72% of customers say that positive reviews make
them trust a local business more. And over 92% of customers will use a local business if it has at least a 4-star
rating. Prompt customers at the right time, after they have enjoyed their meal or received their order in the
mail. And don’t be upset by negative reviews; these are valuable tips on what you can do it improve your business.
3. Learn from your competitors
As a small business, you should start by looking at what your direct competitors are doing in the area. Find out
how they are attracting customers and, more importantly, what is and isn’t working for them. This is a great
time to introduce yourself to other local business owners. If you operate an online business, check out your
competitors site. See what makes it inviting and easy to use. Document your findings, track the differences
between your business and your competitions.
4. Press Coverage
Share your story with a variety of different media groups. Chances are your business story is one of triumph
and challenge, so highlight who you are and what your business’ goals are. Make sure you have great photos to
go with your story. Make a connection with local reporters. Don’t be afraid to call your local news outlet when
you have a victory to celebrate.

Visitors
Bureau
Looking for a Baker City gift? Need a book on our history? Stop by the Visitors Bureau and check out our gif
shop. We stock merchandise from local vendors and artists. Own a business? Not sure how to get your
information into the hands of our many visitors? Bring us your rack cards or flyers so we can make sure
that our visitors are up to date on everything Baker County has to offer.

