Day Three & Four
Wallowa Lake to Elgin It’s not easy to leave the transcendent beauty of Wallowa Lake today, but you will get to see it all
over again from a different angle as you pedal back towards Joseph. Passing through Enterprise and a few other small
towns, you’ll notice the landscape subtly changing from mountains to pastures. Enjoy the flat, uncrowded roads and
please feel free to moo at the cows. The scenery changes once again as we enter the Wallowa River Canyon and after a
pleasant run along the river and lunch stop we tackle one of the more challenging climbs of the week. These 6 miles
seem to go on and on, but the higher you climb, the more amazing the view gets. Once we reach the top, all that’s left is
to cruise the rollers stair-stepping downhill towards the town of Elgin and a sound night’s sleep.
Load up on an extra scoop of oatmeal at breakfast today because we’ve got a big day
ahead of us. We ride out from Elgin High School (go Huskies!) and work our way over
to Highway 204 heading for the Umatilla National Forest and the Blue Mountains. The
first bit of today’s ride is a long climb with a fairly mellow grade. At the summit, it gets a
little chilly, so be sure to have an extra layer handy for the downhill. This descent is
your reward for all the hard work getting here – it’s fast, but not too fast, the road surface is brand spankin’ new and the views are fantastic. Lunch is in Weston at a tidy little
community park. After a little H&R hydration and relaxation) in Weston, we start our
traditional post-lunch climb. This short climb delivers us to crop fields as far as the eye
can see – nothing but rollers and peas for miles. From here, we begin the Thorn Hollow
descent, a speedy little section with a couple of fun switchbacks just to make things
interesting. After that the road turns into a rolling ribbon of highway that leads us
through the Umatilla Indian Reservation on our way into Pendleton.

Sustaining Members

Membership
Matters
Biking through Baker County
As summer arrives in Baker County, so do bikes. Baker County
is home to several biking events throughout the year. From the
Baker City Cycling Classic to Cycle Oregon returning to Eastern
Oregon, we will be sharing the road with two-wheeled vehicles
frequently. Occasionally, it can be a minor inconvenience with
road closures and detours. However, these events are inspiring
to our community and our children. The YMCA Kids Race is
held at the same time as the Cycling Classic.
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These events are also wonderful opportunities to showcase our
beautiful County. Cycle Oregon brings over 2, 500 visitors to
many of the small towns in Eastern Oregon. Many of these visitors later return to spend more time exploring our amazing area. Cycle Oregon also provides financial support as well. Over
18 different Baker City clubs and groups will receive over
$28,000 to facilitate Cycle Oregon’s stay. Cycle Oregon will also
be spending time in Halfway and Richland, which will receive
between $15,000 and $20,000 as well.

The Baker City Cycling Classic brings over 300 racers to Baker
City. These visitors spend three or four days patronizing local
motels, hotels, restaurants, and other local businesses. They
also spread the word on what a wonderful place Baker County
is.
So let’s turn out and welcome these visitors to Baker County
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Spotlighting Halfway Business
Halfway has long been a beautiful secret
of eastern Oregon. Located along the
Hells Canyon Scenic Byway, Halfway is
an outdoor lovers paradise. Visitors can
enjoy rafting, camping, fishing, jetboating, hiking and simply relaxing. In
winter, the community comes alive with
snowmobilers who enjoy the easy access from town to hundreds of miles of groomed trails and open
spaces. “Halfway to from where?” is a frequent question of visitors. The most likely explanation is
that when a new post office was opening in 1887, the postmaster suggested the name Midway because the location was midway between the existing post offices in Jimtown and Pinetown. As that
name was already in use, postal officials suggested the name Halfway instead. That is not the only
time Halfway was named. Halfway earned a place in history in 1999, when it received and accepted
an offer to rename itself as Half.com, Oregon for one year in exchange for $110,000 and 20 computers for the school. It became the first city in the world to rename itself as a dot com. The name
change was never legally recognized.
These days Halfway is filled with unique shops and inns as well as businesses catering to both visitors and locals. Located on Main Street, Quilts Plus offers a sewing oasis in the rugged mountains.
With over 2000 bolts of fabric, a vast array of patterns, books and more you can while away a whole
afternoon. Or start early, with an in-store or drive up espresso bar, you can get your caffeine fix as
well as feed your quilting habit. Roberta started the shop in 1986 and has changed with the times.
Quilts Plus offers quilt finishing and binding as well as fully finished quilts for sale. So stop in and visit this gem and take home a wonderfully warm souvenir or gift.
Since you have made the drive, you might as well stay the night or three! There are plenty of places
to stay. Halfway has accommodations to suit every personality. If you are here to get away from
everything, try Cornucopia Lodge & Pack Station. Book a comfortable cabin with amazing views of
the Eagle Cap Mountains. Kick back and enjoy fine dining, peace and quiet and abundant wildlife.
You can take an hourly trail ride and head back to your cozy cabin. If roughing it is what you are
looking for, they offer overnight
and extended pack trips. If you
have always wanted to hunt the
mountains of eastern Oregon, they
will be happy to take you. So bring
the whole family and the dog and
return to a simpler time.

This years Jubilee is packed
full of food, fun and entertainment. The park, the
fairgrounds and the downtown area will be full of fun
things to buy. We will have
the family fun area in the
park as usual, and the bubble fun and bungy bounce
will be back! This years
button raffle prize will be a Green Mountain Grill packed full
of merchandise and gift certificates from a huge variety of
Baker County businesses. Over half a dozen class reunions
are happening Jubilee weekend, check out our website for
all your details.

www.minersjubilee.com

Baker County
Events
7/3-7/4
Haines Stampede Rodeo
7/7
Karmic Relief ‘18
7/7-7/8
Hells Canyon Junior
Rodeo
7/12-7/16
Hells Canyon Motorcycle
Rally
7/13

19th Annual Hells Canyon Motorcycle Rally

Legos at the Library
7/13-7/15

This will be the last Hells Canyon Motorcycle Rally hosted by the
original planners. Steve Folkestad and Kurt Miller have spent the
last two years looking for someone to take over the event. So far
there has been no announcement as to that is. So make sure you
come out and say good-bye and thank you to Steve and Kurt!
High Desert Harley-Davidson and Sawtooth Indian Motorcycle are
the exclusive sponsors of the 19th rally. Main Street will be full of
vendors including High Desert
Harley-Davidson with a complete showroom service and the
Harley Girls. Main Street will also
be closed to traffic as usual for
motorcycle parking. There will
be events and live music as well
as the beloved rides. Make sure
you don’t miss it!

Cowboy Action Shooting
Match
7/19
unWINEd
7/20-7/21
Miners’ Jubilee
7/20-7/21
Baker City Bronc & Bulls
7/28
Baker County Open Horse
Show
www.visitbaker.com

The earliest recorded rodeo in
Haines, Oregon was held in the mid1890’s. It wasn’t until the 1920’s
that Cut ‘er Loose appeared. The
Stampede was held at the same location for over 60 years. The rodeo
was held at the Driggers Arena for a
few years before disbanding.
In 1991 the community came together and re-organized. They built
the facility that is still in use. Year
after year the Haines Rodeo Association strives to bring an amazing rodeo to Baker County. They work
tirelessly to find the best stock and
talent. They are also dedicated to encouraging the young cowgirls and boys. With events like junior
steer riding, cowhide racing and mutton busting, the Haines Stampede is the place to get a start in professional rodeoing.

The Haines Stampede holds two fundraisers every year. The Demolition Derby is held every August,
and every winter volunteers are out braving the cold to sell Christmas trees. The selfless efforts of the
Haines Rodeo Association makes Haines the center of Baker County’s 4th of July celebrations every
year.
July 3rd
Slack starts at 9 am
Beer Garden (at rodeo grounds) 10 am - 9 pm
Rodeo 6 pm to 9 pm

July 4th
Cowboy Breakfast 7am - 10:00 am
Vendors in the park 9am - 5:00 pm
Parade 10 am
Beer Garden (at rodeo grounds) 10 am - 9 pm
Rodeo starts at 1:30 - 4:30 pm
Free concert "Brianne Ranae" 4:30 - 6:30 pm
Fireworks Dusk 10pm

For more information on events, sponsorship or volunteering, visit
www.hainesstampede.com or call541-786-8788

Thinking of relocating? Always wanted to try country living?
The White Fir Retreat is the perfect choice. Quiet and secluded,
it is located minutes from Halfway. This rustic cabin with all
the comforts of home will let you explore country living and
determine if you are up to the challenge. Just step off the porch
for hiking, fishing, four-wheeling, mountain biking, hunting,
snowshoeing and more! The retreat is available for month long
get-aways as well as nightly.
Since 1985, Clear Creek Inn has made guests feel right at home.
The Inn is the centerpiece of Clear Creek Farm. Nestled in the Eagle Cap Mountains, this working cattle ranch also features evergreens, apple trees, ponds, and orchards. The Inn is the perfect
place to step back in time, choose from five bedrooms complete
with bath, all individually decorated in turn-of-the-century style. If
you dream of a vintage wedding, a complete family suite is available for the wedding party. The Inn is wonderful venue for destination events. The Inn features a large dining room, commercial
kitchen and sitting room. Grab a good book out of the library and
curl up on the wrap around porch.
Located on Main Street, the Pine Valley Lodge embodies the
West. With rocking chairs, hammocks, and weathered boardwalks you will be transported back in time. This rustic lodge
has accommodations to suit every group. With full family
lodging in the Main Street Shack and Bunkhouse you can bring
the entire family to explore the ghost towns of Eastern Oregon, explore Hell’s Canyon, fish the Snake River or just relax.
If you are looking for privacy and solitude, private rooms and
suites are available in the Yellow House, the Blue Dog, and the
Lodge building.

One of the most community-oriented businesses is Tami’s Pine Valley Funeral Home & Cremation Services which has been around for
almost 20 years. They are a hometown business dedicated to the
people in their community. They strive to provide compassion and
professional service with the most personal touch. Tami and her
staff know that your fur-baby is part of the family. They provide the
exact same compassion and service for pets.
Come visit Halfway. Spend your days hiking, fishing, gold-panning,
camping, shopping, boating or just relaxing. Whatever you are looking for, you will find it in Halfway.
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Marketing for a small business can be a real challenge. Digital marketing can be especially challenging. Search Engine Optimization can
be a daunting task. Paying for it can be out of reach but there are
things you can do to improve your online presence all on your own.
Claim or create a Google My Business listing.
Claiming or creating your Google business listing can be one of the
simplest ways to improve your businesses searchability. It is free and
simple. All you need is a Google account. Once you have ownership
of your page you can easily keep your contact information up to date,
check your reviews and post new content.
Conduct keyword research.
Your business keywords determine what kind of customer you will
attract. For example, the keyword “garden” may attract every person
with a desire to own a plant but that may not help your business if
you are selling lawn mowers! Make sure you tailor your keywords
for your target audience without being too specific.
Request links from business partners.
You already know that supporting your community members and fellow businesses is a vital part of doing business in a small county.
Make sure you build on those relationships. Partner with businesses
that have complimentary services. Your childcare business could
benefit from a link on your local bowling alley website. If you are a
member of the Chamber you already have at least one useful link.
Our site visitbaker.com pops up as the #2 listing anytime Baker City is
searched on Google!

New Chamber Members
Silk Butters/Beauty Barrel
2101 main Street Suite#207
Homemade Body Butters and balms. All raw, unrefined and cold pressed.
Handcrafted skincare products with luxurious butters and skin loving
oils. Custom orders welcome!
Scorpio International
2628 10th Street
Your local source for tropical fish and birds. Pet supplies, pond supplies,
reptile supplies, Hagen Direct Factory Outlet.
Puppy Paws & Kitty Tails/Pet Hair Picker-Upper
Baker City, Oregon

Meet Your Board & Ambassadors
Stacy Delong married a Baker County native, Mark Delong and
moved here in 1994. Stacy has a broad range of business
knowledge and experience. From a keen understanding of HR
and administration from her many years at St. Alphonsus Regional Medical Center to every aspect of owning and managing a
small business. Stacy and her husband, Mark own Rafter M
Construction as well as the Coverworks Plus stores in both
Baker City and John Day. Stacy spends all of her free time enjoying the outdoors with her family, which includes two sons and a
grandson.

Small Business Development wins big
Blue Mountain Small Business Development is the recipient of the 2018 Oregon SBDC Award
for Excellence and Innovation. The Blue Mountain SBDC covers an area of more than 18,00
square miles and has a small staff of seven. These factors combine to create a dedicated group
of advisers, who are well versed in a wide range of issues. This talented team demonstrates
that small businesses can grow and thrive in our rural communities. In 2017 our local SBDC
worked with 46 long term clients, helped 10 new businesses get started, help create 14 new
jobs and brought in an additional $347,669 to the local economy. The Blue Mountain SBDC
also won the Small Business Development Center Excellence Award for the Pacific Northwest
Region. Blue Mountain SBDC has gained a
reputation for exceeding all their goals,
many times by achieving twice what was
expected.

