Festival of Trees

Sustaining Members

The Festival of Trees is almost here. This annual winter
festival raises funds for St. Alphonsus Medical Center. It is a
weekend full of holiday fun. The festival will be held at Baker
City Fairgrounds Event Center. Preview among the Trees is
November 29. Tickets are $15. Come see the gorgeous trees
and participate in the silent auction.
The annual Gala is November 30th. Tickets are sold out.
Family Day is December 1st. Admission for Family day is a
can of food or unwrapped toy. Kids can get their picture
with Santa courtesy of the Baker City Kiwanis .
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Nearly a thousand people turned out on November 14th to welcome the U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree to Baker City. For the second time in 47 years Oregon is proud to provide the U.S Capitol
Christmas Tree along with 80 companion trees. This year’s theme
is “Find Your Trail!” in recognition of two anniversaries, the 50th
anniversary of the National Trails System Act and the 175th commemoration of the Oregon Trail. The tree will follow the Oregon
Trail east symbolizing the pioneer spirit of those that traveled the
nearly 2,200 miles in search of a new life. The 70-foot-tall tree
rolled up Main Street on an immense flatbed truck. It was escorted by Boy Scout Troop #444 and the Baker City Police through the
cheering crowd. Residents signed the banner covering the truck,
took pictures with the tree and learned a few facts about the
tree. This is the first time that a Noble Fir has been the U.S.
Capitol Christmas Tree. The tree was harvested in the Willamette
National Forest near Sweet Home. The celebration included the
Bel Canto & Treble Choirs, Make and Take ornaments with
Crossroads Art, free hot cocoa courtesy of the Baker City Lions as
well as period costumed pioneers driving the prairie schooner
from the National Historic Oregon Trail Interpretive Center. The
US Forest Service handed out information and candy canes and
Smokey the Bear was on hand to greet the excited youngsters.
The Baker City Police and Oregon Trail Electric Cooperative
personnel escorted the tree to its overnight parking in OTEC’s
secure yard.
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Christmas in Baker County
Chamber Member Travel

Award Categories
Man/Woman of the
Year
Legacy Man/Woman
of the Year
Business
of the Year
Service Organization or
Community Project/
Event of the Year
Excellence
in
Agriculture
Entrepreneur
of the Year
Please visit our website
for nomination forms
and more information.

The Baker County Chamber of Commerce has partnered with
Aventura World to provide our community members the opportunity to travel the world at a huge discount. Aventura
World is known for exemplary client service and meticulously
planned tour and travel packages. The first tour we are offering is a 9 day stay in gorgeous Tuscany for only $2,999 including
airfare! This amazing opportunity is open to everyone. The
first offered trip is to November 5 through the 13 and will include exploring the medieval towns of Montecatini Terme, Lucca, Siena & San Gimignano. Enjoy scenic drives through gentle
rolling hills of Tuscany, tours of Renaissance art and the architecture of Florence, a trip to the Leaning Tower of Pisa and the
eternal city of Rome. Discover the Chianti Classico wine region
and enjoy wine tasting.
Please email the Chamber for more details and to make reservations!
shelly.cutler@visitbaker.com
541-523-5855

As winter settles in, Baker County prepares for the holidays
and if there is one thing we do well it’s party in the cold! Each
and every community in our county celebrates the holiday’s in
it’s own unique way. We don’t mind the cold and dark, we
just light up the night with our festive parades. Holiday
celebrations around the county include the Baker City Parade
& Tree Lighting, the Sumpter Christmas Parade, the Huntington’s Christmas Parade and Haines Christmas Parade.
This year all of our favorite events such as the Classic Homes
Tour, Sumpter Christmas Celebration and the Festival of Trees
are going stronger than ever. Nothing says it’s Christmas quite
like a ride on the Sumpter Valley Railroad Christmas Train!
It’s also time for winter sports. The Hells Canyon Archer’s
Hells Canyon Steelhead Derby kicks off on December 8th.
Skiers are heading to Anthony Lakes Mountain Resort and
praying for snow with live music and great food throughout
December.
Whatever you're looking for you can find it in Baker County!

Baker County
Events
12/1/2018
A Caroling Christmas
Parade & Tree Lighting
12/1/2018
Festival of Trees
12/1/2018
4-H Christmas Bazaar
12/7/2018
Christmas at Crossroads
12/8/2018
Christmas Celebration
In Sumpter

12/8/2018
CASA Classic Christmas
Homes Tour
12/8/2018
Elks Hoop Shoot
12/8/2018
Holiday High Tea
12/13/2018

Christmas Double Feature
at EORT
12/16/2018
Christmas Vespers

www.visitbaker.com

Hells Canyon Motorcycle Rally Q&A

Around 60 interested business owners and residents attended a Q&A meeting hosted by Hells Canyon
Motorcycle Rally. Todd Godfrey of High Desert Harley Davidson presented $1,000 each to the Baker
City Police department, the Baker City Fire Department and the 5-J School District. Todd confirmed
that there will be some changes to the rally as well as the return of others. The organizers are working with the various communities in Baker County to expand the activities in the outlying towns such
as Sumpter and Halfway. Vendors will continue to set up on Main Street. Motorcycles will once again
park down the middle of Main Street. Rally organizers are investigating a possible venue for a headliner concert. The public response was overwhelmingly positive as almost everyone recognizes and
welcomes the significant economic impact the annual rally has on Baker County.

2018 Chamber of Commerce Awards Banquet
Following tradition, we will be offering all our local businesses and clubs the opportunity to participate in
this great event. No need to be a member! The banquet is growing every year. This year we have over 20
tables up for grabs. This is a perfect opportunity to showcase your business or service club as well as see
what your neighbors have to offer. You can decorate your table in harmony with our theme or pick your
own. Details for requirements can be found on our website.
We are also seeking donations for our silent and live auction. This is a great way to support all the wonderful community events that the Chamber hosts and organizes. All proceeds go into events such as Miners’
Jubilee, parades, and other gatherings. Our auctions have been successful due only to the amazing generosity of our members and community partners. Our Board of Directors and staff will be reaching out to the
community to make this our best auction ever!

Heart N Home Best Place to Work!
Heart ‘n Home Hospice & Palliative Care has been ranked as No. 42 among healthcare providers
by Modern Healthcare’s 2018 Best Places to Work in Healthcare. Also, they were ranked as the second
hospice only provider in the nation. This identifies Heart ‘n Home as an outstanding employer in the
healthcare industry on a national level and is the fifth year Heart ‘n Home has been recognized by Modern Healthcare. Heart ‘n Home also ranked fourth for both the healthiest and millennials awards! Which
combines fitness and fun, as well as appealing to millennials for freedom, mission, and technology. Modern Healthcare and its Best Places to Work in Healthcare award winners have accomplished
much over the years, empowering healthcare organizations, and the people who work for them, to realize their full potential. The Senior Leadership Team at Heart ‘n Home invest several hours and many resources in making Heart ‘n Home a place where people want to come to work, enjoy doing their jobs,
and appreciate their co-workers. They believe happy employees cultivates happy patients, increasing patient satisfaction and care. In fact, one of their family core values is Everyone’s a Leader, to which they
provide training and leadership development institutes to increase confidence and competence aiding in
achieving positive results. Heart ‘n Home holds regular contests among its teams to increase employee
engagement and fun. Some which are “culture contests,” bringing employees together to create a lip
sync video, movie trailer, children’s book, or even to complete a team
scavenger hunt. They give out prizes, silly awards, and often times breakfast or lunches. Heart ‘n Home opened in March 2004 with only a handful
of employees and now they employ nearly 200 individuals throughout Idaho and Oregon. They bring their services to patients, in their place of residence, which includes Physician Support, 24-hour On Call Nursing Care,
Hospice CNAs, Medical Social Services, Trained Volunteers, and Spiritual
Care Providers. Each serving with a mission of affirming life by providing
emotional, physical, and spiritual support.

Every year we like to take a moment and recognize the community partners who risk themselves to keep
the rest of us safe. We ask every police, fire and safety department in the county to let us know who their
outstanding members are. We believe these outstanding men and women deserve to be honored for their
dedication and selflessness. Please contact us for more details.

Living The Dream in ‘19
Every year, the Baker County Chamber of Commerce chooses a theme for its Annual Award Banquet.
These themes usually reflect the diversity and history of Baker County. In keeping with this tradition, we
have selected “Living The Dream” as this year’s theme. Living the Dream has been the unofficial motto of
Baker County since the 1990’s. Baker County is a wonderful place to live and work. From unique
business opportunities to a thriving artistic culture and uncountable outdoor activities, Baker County has
something for everyone. Please join us on January 19th in a surprise location to be announced as we
celebrate our community and the people who make it possible for all of us to Live the Dream!
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Diane Wroe is a second-generation Baker
County native. Diane spent nearly twenty
years in the health care industry before deciding to pursue a different path. As a lifelong
Baker County resident, she raised her children
in Haines and is familiar with the more rural
parts of the county. Diane is well versed in the
traditions and culture of Baker County as well
as it’s unique needs and goals. Diane spends
her spare time enjoying the outdoors with her
two children and dog.

Baker Bucks-Shop Local
Do you know about Baker Bucks? Baker Bucks is a great program to promote and support our local businesses. They can be purchased at the
Chamber. Many local businesses include them in raffle baskets and as employee gifts and prizes.
Baker Bucks are the same as cash! The Chamber will reimburse you the
full amount of a Baker Buck. They come in denominations of $10, $20, $25
and $50. Currently they can be redeemed at over 25 Baker County businesses.
Signing up to accept Baker Bucks is a snap. Simply call the Chamber and let
us know you want to participate. That’s it. When you receive Baker Bucks,
just let call us or drop in and we will reimburse you for the full-face value.
Nothing could be easier. So, sign up and help support our local businesses!

Baker Bucks Participating Businesses
A Therapeutic Massage, Baker Botanicals, Baker County Chamber Store,
Baker County YMCA, Baker Food Co-op, BELLAS Main St. Market, Betty’s
Books, Big Chiefs BBQ, Cashway Lumber, Copper Belt Tasting Room,
Crossroads Carnegie Art Center, D & B Supply, D&J Tacos, Davis Computers, Elkhorn Embroidery, Haines Gold Rush Gifts, Haines Steakhouse,
Hearts and Petals Flower Shoppe, Heavens Best Carpet Cleaning, Lube
Depot, McElroy Printing, Oregon Trail Restaurant , Peterson’s Gallery &
Chocolatier, Succulent Hub, Sears, Thatcher's Ace Hardware, The Little
Bagel Shop, The Sycamore Tree, and Cody’s General Store.

Why Shop Small?
Shopping local provides a host of benefits to you and your community. While big box stores may offer
slightly lower prices, that’s only a small part of the big picture. Consider these reasons to shop small.
Small businesses give more to the community! Locally owned businesses pay local taxes. This money
stays directly in the community. Small businesses are usually owned and operated by people who live in
the community. They are much more likely to support local causes and youth activities. So, paying $1
more for an item at a chain store may save you now but could cost you in the long run.
Personal Touch. Small businesses can make personal connections with their customers. They are able to
learn their habits, likes and moods. This enables them to tailor their products and services for that completely personal touch.
Small businesses make a huge impact. More than half of the jobs created in the United States since 1995
were created by small businesses while big businesses eliminated millions of jobs. The more you shop
local, the more jobs you can help create.

You will feel good! Skipping the mass-produced products at McDonalds and Starbucks and hitting up The
Little Pig and the Eagle Cap Grill for your next burger and coffee will not only satisfy your taste buds but
your heart and mind as well, knowing you are supporting your community.

New Chamber Members
Sunkissed Salon
1927 Court Ave. Baker City
541-519-1433

