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Mission

Strengthen, promote and serve the business community.

Vision

A world class Chamber providing community leadership and innovation.

Values

Member focused, integrity, innovation, and collaboration.

Purpose

Champion, Convener, Catalyst
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The Lubbock Chamber of Commerce represents almost
1,700 businesses and over 79,000 employees on the
South Plains which accounts for over $2 billion in annual
household earnings in Lubbock and West Texas. Since 1913
the Chamber, as a catalyst for business growth; a convener
of leaders and influencers; and a champion for a stronger
community, has served as a unified voice of business by
actively advocating for a pro-jobs, pro-growth, pro-business
climate.
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Message from Leadership

The time is now.

Gabe Vitela

Chair, Board of Directors

FIVE
GUIDING
PRINCIPLES:
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As the largest business federation on the South Plains,
the Lubbock Chamber of Commerce stands as the “voice of
business” in West Texas. We recognize that strong business
support for sound policy creates the most favorable
circumstances for commercial enterprises and communities
to thrive.
Throughout the year, and particularly during the legislative
session, we are actively engaged in important business issues
at the federal, state and municipal levels of government.
Every year we focus on advancing strong public policy
responsive to the changing needs and circumstances of our
business members. In this endeavor, the Chamber is guided
by five principles as we advocate for the business community.
I encourage you to use the comprehensive and useful
information in this guide and the Chamber’s website as
resources to help construct your views on political issues.
We thank current and past elected officials for their service
and look forward to contributing our best efforts moving
forward.

1. Government should first do NO harm to the Lubbock
area economy.
2. City and County government focus on priorities that
will foster a favorable business climate and grow
Lubbock commerce, industry and jobs.
3. When government agencies regulate or take
action they should keep a careful eye on issues of
competitiveness locally, regionally, state-to-state
and globally.
4. When City and County government agencies contract
out work, they should hire locally when possible and
practical.
5. Government should get out of the way by streamlining
processes and cutting red tape whenever and wherever
possible.
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Full Court Press

Fighting Against Regulatory Overreach
es
Overtime Rule Chang
Clean Power Plan: Ca
Anti-Arbitration Rule

Fiduciary Rule

Persuader Rule

rbon Regulations

Regional Haze Rule

Visit LubbockBusinessVotes.com to learn more about our Full Court Press efforts.

Key Election Dates
Democratic and Republican Primary Elections
>>> Last Day to Register to Vote | February 3, 2020
>>> Early Voting | February 18 - 28, 2020
>>> Last Day to Apply for Ballot by Mail | February 21, 2020
>>> Election Day | March 3, 2020

Cities and Schools Elections

>>> Last Day to Register to Vote | April 2, 2020
>>> Early Voting | April 20-28, 2020
>>> Last Day to Apply for Ballot by Mail | April 20, 2020
>>> Election Day | May 2, 2020

Democratic and Republican Primary Runoff Elections
>>> Last Day to Register to Vote | April 27, 2020
>>> Early Voting | May 18-22, 2020
>>> Last Day to Apply for Ballot by Mail | May 15, 2020
>>> Election Day | May 26, 2020

General Elections

>>> Last Day to Register to Vote | October 5, 2020
>>> Early Voting | October 19 - 30, 2020
>>> Last Day to Apply for Ballot by Mail | October 23, 2020
>>> Election Day | November 3, 2020
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Message from the President & CEO

Eddie McBride

The primary purpose of the Lubbock Chamber of
Commerce is to address opportunities and impediments to
commerce within the Lubbock marketplace.
Our Business Advocacy Division of the Lubbock
Chamber is doing just that. We are very active in developing
strong working relationships with government officials at all
levels so that we can be a resource to them, and to ensure
that we have the opportunity to discuss issues important to
business and our area, as well as to find ways that we can
collaborate on important issues such as education, water,
transportation, farm policy, healthcare and more.
One way that we actively communicate with our elected
officials is through our Government Relations Committee,
who reviews, discusses and recommends positions on
many issues to our Board of Directors. From workplace
issues, government regulations, healthcare reform and farm policy, to trade, energy and
taxes, we listen to stakeholders, review developments and discuss the pros and cons on
specific issues. We then take positions and communicate them to Chamber leadership who
then encourage Chamber members to communicate these positions to elected officials
through letters, phone calls, personal meetings and extensive advocacy efforts managed by
professional Chamber staff.
A delegation of Chamber members travel annually to Washington, D.C. and to Austin
every legislative session to meet with our elected officials on important issues. We frequently
attend City Council meetings in addition to one-on-one meetings with elected officials and
key staff held regularly as part of our advocacy efforts.
You too, can get involved. When our collective voices are heard on an issue, we can make
a difference. You can join us in keeping local, state and federal representatives informed.
Get involved in the Chamber’s Government Relations Committee, or check out our advocacy
website, LubbockBusinessVotes.com. We provide a summary of the issues, our positions,
and make it easy for you to send letters to your representatives in addition to calling or
visiting with them personally.

Eddie McBride, President/CEO
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2020 Board of Directors
Executive Committee
Chair

Gabe Vitela, One Guy from Italy - 50th Street

Vice-Chair Chamber Services & Member
Engagement

Dave Marcinkowski, Madera Residential

Vice-Chair Communications & Public Relations

Chair-elect

Dana Madison, Advance Care Management

Immediate Past Chair

Chris Chambers, Chambers Engineering

Abel Castro

Vice-Chair Community Development

Casey Doyle, Casey Carpet One

Vice-Chair Programs, Services & Events

Treasurer

Beth Lawson, StarCare Specialty Health System

Secretary

Eddie McBride, Lubbock Chamber

Becky Palmer, Atmos Energy

Vice-Chair Business Advocacy

Steve Beck, Covenant Health System

Board of Directors
Maridel Acosta-Cruz | Lubbock Heart & Surgical Hospital
Jeremy Barbee | Roy Neal Insurance / ActionCoach
Travis Barnett | Big Sky Engineering
Byrnie Bass | R.Byrn Bass, Jr., Attorney at Law
Sharon Hyde Bass | Volunteer Center of Lubbock
Keith Bryant | Lubbock-Cooper ISD
Fernando Bustos | Bustos Law Firm
Rey Carrasco | Kimley-Horn & Associates
Bud Holmes | Happy State Bank
Jeff Horn | Benchmark Business Solutions
Chris James | United Supermarkets
Brent King | UMC Health System
Shara Konechney | Piper

Mike Lambert | Marsh & McClennan Insurance
Chris Lonngren | Schlotzsky’s
Chris Mandrell | Citibus
Dr. Michelle McCord | Frenship ISD
Dr. Kathy Rollo | Lubbock ISD
Eddie Schulz | Lubbock National Bank
Pam Sharpe | The Price Group
Ashley Smith | Ashley’s Own Eats & Treats
Shannon Spencer | Girl Scouts of Texas Oklahoma Plains, Inc.
Kathy Timms | Geiger
Cole Watts | Stages of Recovery
Robert Wood | Custom Homes by Robert Wood, LLC
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Elected Officials
Federal

John Cornyn | U.S. Senator
517 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-2934

Ted Cruz | U.S. Senator

Russell Senate Office Bldg. 127A
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-5922

Jodey Arrington | U.S. Representative
1029 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-4005
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Elected Officials
State

Greg Abbott

Dan Patrick

Charles Perry

Governor
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, TX 78711
(512) 463-2000

Lt. Governor
P.O. Box 12068
Austin, TX 78711
(512) 463-0001

Senator | District 28
P.O. Box 12068
Austin, TX 78711
(512) 463-0128

Dustin Burrows

John Frullo

Ken King

State Rep. | District 83
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, TX 78711
(512) 463-0542

State Rep. | District 84
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, TX 78768
(512) 463-0676

State Rep. | District 88
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, TX 78768
(512) 463-0736
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Elected Officials
Lubbock County

Curtis Parrish
County Judge

cparrish@co.lubbock.tx.us

Bill McCay

County Commissioner
Precinct 1

bmccay@co.lubbock.tx.us

Gilbert Flores

County Commissioner
Precinct 3
gflores@co.lubbock.tx.us
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Jason Corley

County Commissioner
Precinct 2
jcorley@co.lubbock.tx.us

Chad Seay

County Commissioner
Precinct 4
cseay@co.lubbock.tx.us
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Elected Officials
City of Lubbock

Dan Pope | Mayor
(806) 775-2010

DPope@mylubbock.us

Juan Chadis

Shelia Patterson Harris

Jeff Griffith

JChadis@mylubbock.us

SPattersonHarris@mylubbock.us

JGriffith@mylubbock.us

District 1

District 2

District 3

(806) 775-2027

(806) 775-2007

Steve Massengale

Randy Christian

Latrelle Joy

SMassengale@mylubbock.us

RChristian@mylubbock.us

LJoy@mylubbock.us

District 4

(806) 775-2008

District 5

(806) 775-2011

(806) 775-2023

District 6

(806) 775-2031
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Lubbock Chamber of Commerce

Business Advocacy Staff
As Executive Vice President at the 5-Star Accredited
Lubbock Chamber of Commerce, Norma Ritz Johnson
oversees business advocacy and government
relations as well as communications and community
development efforts.
Accomplishments during her Chamber tenure
have included coordinating the Chamber’s litigation
efforts to fight unreasonable regulations in partnership
with various business organizations. Texas Chamber
of Commerce Executives (TCCE) has awarded the
Lubbock Chamber with “Government Affairs Program of
the Year” various times for efforts she has coordinated.
Johnson is also responsible for overseeing the creation
of and coordinating the Lubbock Chamber Employer
Health Plan.
Johnson joined the Chamber staff in 2004 with
previous public policy, association and economic
development experience with National Sorghum
Producers and as West Texas Chief of Marketing &
Agribusiness Development at the Texas Department of
Agriculture.
Johnson earned a Bachelor of Science in
Agricultural Education & Communications from
Texas Tech University and has been recognized as an
Agricultural Communications Graduate of Distinction.
She is an alumnus of Leadership Lubbock, Texas
Agricultural Lifetime Leadership and Leadership Texas.
Johnson has served on the Board of Regents at the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce Institute of Organizational
Management (IOM) Winter Institute where in 2010 she
received the IOM professional designation. In 2011,
she earned the Certified Chamber Executive (CCE)

professional
designation
from the Association of
Chamber of Commerce
Executives (ACCE). She is
a member of ACCE’s 201920 Fellowship for Education
& Talent Development. She
is a Past Chair of the ACCE
Government
Relations
Division and also serves
on
the
organization’s
CCE Commission and on
the Board of the ACCE
Community
Growth
Educational
Foundation.
She also serves on the Norma Ritz Johnson, CCE, IOM
Executive Vice President
Executive Committee of
the Texas Association of
Business, the State Chamber of Texas.
In 2007, Johnson was recognized with a “Top Twenty
Under 40” award by the Young Professionals of Greater
Lubbock, and in 2006 was named a “Top Twenty
Hispanic” in Lubbock by Latino Lubbock Magazine.
In 2011, Johnson was recognized as a “Graduate of
Distinction” by the Texas Tech University Department
of Agricultural Education and Communications. She
serves on the Advisory Board of the Texas Tech College
of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, the
Revolving Loan Review Committee of the Caprock
Business Finance Corporation and on the Breedlove
Foods Board of Directors.

Kyle Jacobson serves
as Director of Government
Relations for the Lubbock
Chamber of Commerce,
working on behalf of
the Lubbock business
community as their voice
with officials at all levels
of government. Jacobson
has been with the Lubbock
Chamber for more than
three years, before which
he worked with political
Kyle Jacobson
including
Director of Government Relations campaigns
successful races for Texas
State Representative and
the United States Congress. Jacobson earned a
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and a Master of
Public Administration from Texas Tech University.
He is a graduate of the William B. Travis Campaign
Academy, the Volunteer Center of Lubbock’s Emerging

Leaders program, and the Lubbock Chamber’s
Leadership Lubbock program. Jacobson has continued
his education within the industry by attending
professional development opportunities offered by
the Texas Association of Business (TAB) and the Texas
Chamber of Commerce Executives (TCCE). In 2019, he
completed the US Chamber of Commerce’s Business
Leads Fellowship program designed to equip Chamber
leaders with education and workforce strategies in
their communities. Jacobson will graduate from the
US Chamber of Commerce’s four-year Institute for
Organization Management program this summer.
Jacobson has served as a volunteer in the Lubbock
community with the Lubbock Area United Way and Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Lubbock, and is also serving on
Lubbock’s Complete Count Committee for the 2020
US Census. Born and raised in the state capital of
Austin, Jacobson got to West Texas as fast as he could
and is proud to call Lubbock – “the capital of West
Texas” – his new home.
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Federal Policy
Executive Summary

AGRICULTURE/ENVIRONMENTAL/REGULATORY
• Urge and support effective implementation of Farm
Bill legislation that ensures a strong safety net for
agriculture. This is vital to preserving the integrity
of our food and fiber production, as well as the
economy of our region.
• Regulatory agencies should evaluate economic
impact in proposed and existing regulations. Oppose
efforts to expand Greenhouse Gas regulations.
• Support Congressionally directed initiatives for
water and agriculture research projects where
appropriate.
HEALTH CARE
• Work to amend the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act (PPACA) through commonsense changes
to employer requirements, taxation and other
burdens created under the law as implementation
accelerates.
• Support the extension / renewal of the Section 1115
Waiver. Support federal funding for CHIP and the
Texas Medicaid disproportionate share program.
(DSH).
INTERNATIONAL TRADE/IMMIGRATION
• Support the U.S. Mexico Canada Agreement
(USMCA), which is critical to maintaining strong
economic growth in the U.S. Support immigration
policies and procedures that are responsible,
efficient, and fair.
EDUCATION/RESEARCH
• Texas Tech University (TTU) and Texas Tech
University Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC), the
charter universities of the TTU System (TTUS),

serve as centers for innovation in key areas
of research that are essential to the national
landscape. Federal R&D is critical to addressing
our region’s and nation’s challenges in health care,
energy, agriculture, and national security, among
many areas. Support TTU System request that
Congress approve appropriations for FY20 which
preserves and expands TTU and TTUHSC federal
research budgets to the greatest extent possible.
ECONOMY/BUSINESS/WORKPLACE
• Oppose attempts to limit the ability of the
business community to engage in the electoral and
policymaking arenas.
• Oppose expansion of workplace mandates and
the National Labor Relations Board authority and
related efforts.
TRANSPORTATION
• Support
Ports-to-Plains
efforts.
Support
designation of an extended route for Interstate 27.
Support re-authorization of the Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, the federal
surface transportation law. Urge a permanent fix
for the Highway Trust Fund. Support the continued
allowance of Operating Assistance for Urbanized
Areas (UZAs) with Less Than 100 Peak Hour Buses.
ENERGY
• Urge the removal of obstacles to increased domestic
conventional energy production and encourage
development of alternative energy. Support
development of the Keystone Pipeline project.

13
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Federal Policy
Agriculture

Agriculture is the cornerstone of the Lubbock
economy. Agriculture and agribusiness also represent
a major sector of the national economy. Agriculture in
the Lubbock area is largely dependent on water, and
water also is vital to the area’s future and to potential
economic development in the Lubbock area.
• Urge and support effective implementation of Farm
Bill legislation that ensures a strong safety net for
agriculture. This is vital to preserving the integrity
of our food and fiber production, as well as the
economy of our region.
• Support congressionally directed initiatives for
water and agriculture research projects where
appropriate.
• The Chamber is supportive of additional federal /
state funding for water-related research projects,
as long as a project benefits the region and does
not negatively impact area producers and other
water users.
• Oppose any misguided and misinformed efforts
to eliminate all federal commodity research and
promotion programs.

•

•

•

Environmental/Regulatory
•
•
•

•
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Urge that regulatory agencies evaluate economic
impact and job loss in proposed and existing
regulations.
Promote a forward-looking, coherent regulatory
structure that closes gaps, minimizes future
systemic risk and ends duplicative regulation.
Oppose efforts to remove the word “navigable” from
the Clean Water Act. “Navigable” appears 83 times
in the Act and protects landowners and businesses
from excessive federal regulation over standing
water.
Support efforts to ensure that environmental
regulations are based on sound science and are
implemented fairly. Urge the resolution of climate
change legislation in a bipartisan manner that
recognizes the challenge is international in scope,
aggressively promotes new efficient technologies
and stresses the compelling need for a solution that
minimizes overall economic impact. Specifically, we
support legislation that would:
- minimize the impact on major emitters;
- reduce price volatility for consumers;
- protect global competitiveness;
- invest in renewable energy sources;

•

Support efforts of affected stakeholders to ensure
that food product advertising regulation does
not unduly hinder competition or limit consumer
choice and is consistent with all applicable laws and
the First Amendment.
Support
research
and
development
of
environmentally-sound crop protection products in
accordance with the goals and purposes of the Food
Quality Protection Act. Federal agencies should use
sound science and transparent procedures in its
implementation.
Support the USDA Market Facilitation Program
(MFP). As the trade war between the U.S. and China
goes unresolved, U.S. market share of agricultural
imports to China will continue to weaken, as well
as market prices will likely remain well below cost
of production resulting in direct operating losses
to a producer. USDA’s MFP is a critical protection
needed for 2019 and 2020 to mitigate further
financial hardship to agriculture producers and
provide agricultural lenders financial certainty to
continue re-financing operations.

- take advantage of nuclear power;
- streamline the permit system;
- make us the “Saudi Arabia of clean coal” by
fostering carbon capture and sequestration
technology;
- commit to increased environmentally
responsible onshore and offshore oil and gas
exploration;
- contain consumer and intellectual property 		
protections;
- protect against agency regulation under
existing laws not written for greenhouse gases;
- strengthen the hand of our international
negotiators;
- increase our own energy security and energy
efficiency.
Oppose bad policies that resemble the failed
climate proposals of the past, such as bills that
jeopardize American jobs, create trade inequalities,
leave open the Clean Air Act, open the door to CO2based mass tort litigation, and further hamper the
permitting process for clean energy. Oppose efforts
to regulate greenhouse gas emissions through
existing environmental statutes not originally
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Federal Policy
•

•

intended for this purpose, including the Clean Air
Act, the Clean Water Act, the Endangered Species
Act and the National Environmental Policy Act.
Promote cooperative partnerships between the
federal government and landowners to reduce
the Endangered Species Act’s burden on local
economies.
Educate policymakers about the tremendous local,
national, and global economic implications of water
policy and promote the use of sound science in
setting such policy. Closely monitor supply and
ownership issues and water quality concerns,
including recent enforcement efforts targeting
unregulated storm water discharges.

Health Care

HEALTH INSURANCE/TAX CREDITS
• Work to amend the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act (PPACA) through commonsense changes
to employer requirements, taxation and other
burdens created under the law as implementation
accelerates.
• Support codifying association health plans, utilizing
language similar to the current USDOL Association
Health Plan regulations, which serve as purchasing
pools for small businesses;
• Support federal medical liability reform;
• Urge equitable tax treatment for individuals who
purchase their own coverage and support tax
credits targeted to those with modest incomes.
• Support caregivers through respite care and tax
credits or an IRA on long-term care issues.
• Support legislation that fosters private-sector
solutions for the uninsured in the U.S.
• Support stand-alone legislation that offers tax
credits for employer sponsored workplace wellness
programs for employees.
MEDICAID PROGRAM
• Urge lawmakers to protect and enhance Medicaid
and CHIP funding for hospitals.
• Protect federal funding for the Texas Medicaid
disproportionate share program (DSH) and
permanently delay planned cuts to DSH without
pay-fors.
• Support the use of intergovernmental transfer
(IGT) funds to obtain Medicaid match.
• Support the extension / renewal of the Section 1115
Waiver.

•

•

•

Oppose legislative or regulatory barriers that could
hinder the growth of biotechnology at the national and
international levels, including opposing regulations
that impair unfettered marketplace activity;
monitoring food labeling requirements, standards,
and monitoring expanded controls on previously
unregulated commodities; and undertaking efforts,
where appropriate, to communicate the desirable
benefits of biotechnology.
Promote revisions to the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) to allow projects to go through
environmental
reviews
expeditiously,
with
coordinated, simultaneous reviews by each of the
relevant agencies. Establish a shorter time period
for those seeking judicial review.

Oppose elimination of mechanisms that support
public/private health care partnerships.

MEDICARE PROGRAM
• Oppose efforts to reduce Medicare Advantage or
Medicare hospital and physician payments. Ensure
that the Medicare program is protected from
government imposed price controls on prescription
drugs and offers choices to seniors and people with
disabilities.
• Support
linking
physician
Medicare
reimbursements to quality-focused, performancedriven benchmarks. Physician reimbursement
rates currently are set by a sustainable growth rate
formula that needs comprehensive reform. Oppose
reducing hospital reimbursements for offsets.
• Support efforts by the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services to reduce regulatory burdens on
health care providers.
RURAL HEALTH
• Support rural health initiatives and oppose
measures that would reduce rural access.
SURPRISE BILLING
• Support efforts to reduce surprise billing with
proper and fair methodology.
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Federal Policy
WORKFORCE SHORTAGE
• Support continued reform of the area wage index
system utilized by the Medicare reimbursement
system. This system, created in 1984, unfairly
penalizes communities that had a low cost of living
almost 20 years ago, and has restricted the ability
of local health care providers to offer competitive
wages.

•
•
•

Reduce the national shortage of nurses and other
allied professionals through innovative funding for
educational programs and scholarships.
Oppose efforts to implement nurse-staffing ratios
Support changes in immigration policies to facilitate
recruitment of foreign nurses.

International/Trade/Immigration
•

•

•
•
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Support immigration policies and procedures that
are responsible, efficient, and fair. Urge Congress
and the administration to address current and
potential delays, backlogs, and disruptions in our
immigration and border management systems
that impede the movement of legitimate cargo and
travelers across U.S. borders. Continue to advance
long-term legal immigration objectives to secure
additional workers to counteract demographic
trends. Ensure the continuity of H-1B, L-1 and J-1
medical visas for professionals and highly valued
workers. Support creation of a workable H-2A
agricultural worker program. Push for continuation
of employers’ ability to access needed talent and
meet global workforce needs. Urge a workable
guest-worker program that encourages secure,
documented entry to the U.S.
Support the USDA Market Facilitation Program
(MFP). As the trade war between the U.S. and China
goes unresolved, U.S. market share of agricultural
imports to China will continue to weaken, as well
as market prices will likely remain well below cost
of production resulting in direct operating losses
to a producer. USDA’s MFP is a critical protection
needed for 2019 and 2020 to mitigate further
financial hardship to agriculture producers and
provide agricultural lenders financial certainty to
continue re-financing operations.
Support the U.S. Mexico Canada Agreement
(USMCA), which is critical to maintaining strong
economic growth in the U.S.
Urge the lifting of tariffs on steel and aluminum
imports from Canada and Mexico that were
supposed to end once the USMCA was agreed to.
These tariffs have invited $15 billion in countertariffs on U.S. agricultural and manufactured goods.
Every week that the tariffs remain in place, $500
million in U.S. imports and exports are affected,
inflicting significant harm on American workers,

•

•

•

•

farmers, and ranchers. They must be eliminated
without delay.
Support efforts to make certain that Chinese
regulations and practices governing foreign
trade and investment do not result in an uneven
playing field and inhibit the market access that
underlies China’s World Trade Organization (WTO)
commitments. Continue to closely monitor China’s
progress toward meeting its outstanding and yearfive WTO obligations.
Support efforts to ensure that WTO actions
not include premature and unwarranted U.S.
concessions on anti-dumping and other trade
remedy laws that would harm U.S. and West Texas
agriculture or industry.
Advocate for a fair, robust trade agenda so that U.S.
companies and agricultural producers can export
their goods and services around the globe to create
jobs for Americans.
Support the U.S. Export-Import Bank (Ex-Im) as
tool to compete globally with other countries for
exporting. Without export credit, the United States
would adversely affect approximately 17,000 small
and large suppliers across the nation.
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Federal Policy
Education/Research
A strong K-16 education system is crucial to the development
of any community. Employers need a solid base of welleducated employees; education is a key decision in many
relocation decisions; academic advancement and research
conducted at institutions of higher learning and science
provide multiple benefits to the economy.
• Texas Tech University (TTU) and Texas Tech
University Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC), the
charter universities of the TTU System (TTUS),
serve as centers for innovation in key areas of
research that are essential to the national landscape.
Federal R&D is critical to addressing our region’s
and nation’s challenges in health care, energy,
agriculture, and national security, among many
areas. Research is a highly productive investment
in the economy in West Texas which returns manyfold in local jobs and innovation. Designated as a
Carnegie Tier One research university, TTU had
research expenditures totaling over $180 million in
Fiscal Year 2018 (FY18), and TTUHSC had research
expenditures over $37.7 million.
• The Chamber supports TTUS request that Congress
approve appropriations for FY20 which preserves
and expands these federal research budgets to the
greatest extent possible.
• Support efforts to ensure that federal education
and training programs, such as those authorized
under the Workforce Investment Act, focus on the
elements necessary to help American workers
obtain the high-wage, high-skilled jobs that
businesses are creating every day.

•

•

•

Economy/Business

•

•
•

Oppose attempts to limit the ability of the
business community to engage in the electoral and
policymaking arenas at the federal and state levels.
Transparency requirements should be equally
applied across the board to all special interests.
Support equitable tax policy such as the Marketplace
Fairness Act that levels the playing field for internet
based and traditional brick and mortar retailers.
To maintain and advance its global leadership in
capital formation, the United States must have the
fairest, efficient, and innovative capital markets in
the world. Well-functioning, well-regulated capital
markets are hindered by a maze of overlapping,
contradictory, and duplicative financial regulations.
The Chamber supports financial rulemaking that

•

•

Support effective implementation of the “Every
Students Succeeds Act”, with realistic goals,
accountability and transparency emphasizing
science, technology, engineering and math (STEM)
education. Advocate for proposals requiring a
quality, rigorous, and well-rounded K-12 educational
system that graduates students who are college
and career ready.
Incorporate policies in legislation reauthorizing the
Higher Education Act that recognize the needs of
adult workers attending postsecondary education
on a less than half-time basis; accommodate the
demographic shift in the postsecondary student
population; allow employers and workers to keep
pace with rapid advances in technology; and
make certain equitable treatment for proprietary
postsecondary education companies to address
existing workforce challenges and ensure American
competitiveness.
The Chamber is supportive of additional federal
and/or state legislatively directed initiatives for
water-related research projects, as long as a
project is not redundant and includes input from
stakeholders, benefits the region and does not
negatively impact area producers and other water
users. The Chamber is supportive of needed
research on desalination efforts, particularly with
regard to brackish ground water supplies in the
Santa Rosa dockum.

protects consumers and investors, encourages
reasonable risk taking, doesn’t constrain innovation
and growth or allow special interest groups to
advance their agendas at the expense of all
investors, and is coordinated with other economies
and among the many domestic agencies that issue
financial regulations.
Urge Congress to pass legislation that does not
allow a penalty (under Code Section 6707) for
failure to disclose reportable transactions when
there is reasonable cause for such failure. More than
a half-dozen of the reportable transactions involve
employee benefit plans used by small businesses.
Support measures that prevent patent abuse/
patent trolls.
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Federal Policy
Workplace/Labor/Employment
•

•

•
•
•

Oppose initiatives that would make union organizing
easier, such as “Card Check”, which would abolish
secret ballot elections in favor of card check
majorities for union recognition.
Oppose initiatives that attempt to regulate labor
policy through the federal procurement process,
for example, by blacklisting employers or ranking
federal contractors based on labor policies.
Oppose unreasonable expansion of workplace
mandates.
Oppose efforts to expand leave or to mandate paid
sick leave under the Family and Medical Leave Act
(FMLA).
Oppose efforts to increase the amount of punitive
and compensatory damages available, the potential
for frivolous litigation and unjustified administrative
burdens.

•

•
•
•

Support reasonable changes to the Occupational
Safety and Health Act, including allowing small
businesses to recover their attorneys’ fees when
they are successful in defending themselves against
a citation.
Protect the use of binding arbitration in employment.
Oppose expansion of the National Labor Relations
Board authority.
Support the National Right-to-Work Act, which
would amend the National Labor Relations Act and
the Railway Labor Act to repeal those provisions
that permit employers, pursuant to a collective
bargaining agreement that is a union security
agreement, to require employees to join a union as
a condition of employment (including provisions
permitting railroad carriers to require, pursuant
to such an agreement, payroll deduction of union
dues or fees as a condition of employment).

Transportation
Transportation infrastructure is crucial to economic
development opportunities, as well as maintaining our
quality of life. The Lubbock Chamber of Commerce is
actively promoting several transportation projects that
provide our member businesses with access to markets
and address rural needs.
• Support efforts to designate the Ports-toPlains Corridor in Texas with the associated
design standards and funding. This designation
supports international trade, freight mobility and
infrastructure..
• Support
reauthorization
of
transportation
legislation that maintains reforms found in the last
transportation reauthorization bill. Lawmakers
should come up with a permanent funding solution
for the Federal Highway Trust Fund. All funding
sources should be discussed and considered,
including re-indexing the federal gas tax or other
user fees to ensure future health of the federal
highway trust fund.
• Support more equitable and flexible distribution of
federal transportation funds and Passenger Facility
Charge (PFC) funds and an increase to the PFC.
• Support Ports-to-Plains efforts.
• Support implementation of airline safety measures
in a manner that is safe, while not unnecessarily
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•

•

burdensome to the airline industry or that would
discourage travel.
Support coalition efforts to improve freight rail
service in West Texas. From a more long-range
standpoint, improving freight rail also would allow
Lubbock to consider a less-immediate but still
important opportunity for eventual passenger rail
access.
Support U.S. Chamber of Commerce efforts to
address long-term infrastructure needs through
the Let’s Rebuild America initiative.
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Federal Policy
Transportation – General

•

•
•

Support re-authorization of the Fixing America’s
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, the federal
surface transportation law, and ensure that the
funding commitments made are kept.
Advocate a greater emphasis on economic needs
and issues in formulating national transportation
policies, plans and programs.
Support greater emphasis on national freight
transportation program investments that would
implement highway, rail, and marine transportation
improvements to benefit commerce.

•

•
•
•

Advocate for increasing overall public investment in
infrastructure using all potential revenue sources,
including user fees and other revenues collected at
different level of government.
Advocate for increased use of financing and credit
options, including tax credits and public-private
partnerships, to leverage private capital.
Ensure adequate funding for rural transportation
and connectivity.
Support current Metropolitan Planning Organization
criteria and structure in the U.S.

Lubbock International Airport and Aviation
•
•

•
•
•

Support more equitable and flexible distribution of
federal transportation funds
Support modernization of the Passenger Facility
Charge (PFC) program and eliminate the federal
cap to the PFC, thereby providing local control and
the ability for communities to set fees according to
their needs
Urge Congress to fully protect the federal Airport
Improvement Program (AIP).
Encourage Congress to implement Nextgen
technology and systems wisely in order to create
greater efficiencies in the aviation system.
Urge Congress to reject ongoing efforts by the
Transportation Security Administration (TSA)
and other federal agencies to shift federal
responsibilities and costs to local airport operators.

Public Transportation
•

As provided for in the FAST Act, support the
continued allowance of Operating Assistance for
Urbanized Areas (UZAs) with Less Than 100 Peak
Hour Buses. Public transportation systems in
urbanized areas of more than 200,000 population
which operate less than 100 buses in peak operation
should be authorized to use 50% of FTA Section
5307 formula funds for operating purposes.
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Federal Policy
Energy
•

•

•
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Urge the removal of obstacles to increased domestic
energy production. Oppose congressional and
administrative actions that would undermine or
restrict hydraulic fracturing and its ability to develop
the enormous shale oil and natural gas reserves
across the country as well as other domestic energy
resources, including the Department of the Interior’s
proposed rule covering hydraulic fracturing on
federal lands. Oppose efforts to prevent oil and
natural gas exploration and production through the
Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, and the Toxic
Substances Control Act regulations.
Climate Change – Reasonable and responsible
federal action to reduce greenhouse emissions is
warranted. Efforts to reduce greenhouse emissions
must be made in concert with other energy/
environmental goals, including the increase of
natural gas supplies and minimizing price impact
on natural gas consumers.
In order for the program to remain viable for the
at-risk population it serves, we support increased
funding for the U.S. Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and request that
formula-driven base grants be distributed in full
accord of enabling statutes. This is not the case
today, in contravention of LIHEAP’s actual enabling
law. Presently, just 19% of funds above $1.975 billion
are disbursed as actually specified by Congress’s
enabling law. For each of the last two years,

•
•

•

Congress has responded to this need by increasing
LIHEAP Appropriations, and directing that most of
those new funds be flowed through the Program’s
new formula – we strongly support this approach in
FY20. Natural Gas Production – Support incentives
to expand natural gas supply from shale, offshore
and onshore to help meet the rising demand and
reduce price volatility for American Consumers.
Oppose legislation that promotes smart-grid
appliances at the expense of high-efficiency natural
gas appliances.
Support tax credits for natural gas vehicles. Support
provisions to encourage the use of natural gas in
vehicles so that federal policy does not favor one
alternative fuel technology over others.
Support provisions such as tax incentives that
encourage the private sector’s efforts to improve
energy efficiency and conservation and its
investment in alternative and renewable energy
sources such as wind and biofuels, nuclear
power, hydropower, clean coal, solar energy and
geothermal energy.
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State Policy
Executive Summary

AGRICULTURE/WATER/NATURAL RESOURCES
/ENVIRONMENTAL
• Support the rules of local groundwater conservation
districts and their efforts to balance groundwater
ownership and conservation in a manner that
benefits the economy of the Lubbock area and
recognizes private property rights.
• Oppose efforts to alter the existing structure of
water rights laws in any manner that weakens the
legal and property interest of groundwater rights
holders.
• Support sufficient funding of boll weevil control
programs. Support additional funding for research
and marketing related to food and fiber products,
with emphasis on projects that further promote
the integration of Texas agricultural products into
foreign markets.
• Support creation of a TCEQ funding stream to pay
for failed permitted recycling centers around the
state. Lubbock’s I-27 site is by far the largest of
these in the state.
ECONOMY/TAXES
• Support the Texas Association of Business strategy
for economic development in order to continue
the level of economic development success that
Texas has received in recent years. The plan
includes education and workforce development,
infrastructure, investment capital, and innovation
while continuing to provide state and local tools to
compete for corporate expansions and relocations
that add jobs to our economy.
• Support continued use of a locally approved 1/2
cent sales tax collected by cities to fund economic
development efforts.
• Oppose efforts to reduce local control of these funds
or efforts to limit the uses of these funds. Because
these funds are local funds, taxpayers should retain
the right to manage their use so long as they are
used for economic development purposes.
• Support efforts to clarify that the purpose of the
sales tax funds is to serve as economic development
tools and to prevent raids on the funds for projects
that are not related to economic development.
• Support legislative measures to equitably
distribute the burden of business taxes among all
businesses, including service and manufacturing.
Support legislation ensuring that homeowners and
businesses share support for public education.

EDUCATION/EDUCATION REFORM/WORKFORCE
TRAINING
• Support Texas Tech University in its efforts to
educate and empower a diverse student body,
enable innovative research and creative activities,
and to transform lives and communities through
strategic outreach and engaged scholarship.
Support Texas Tech’s efforts to attain funding
for new and updated facilities to support the
growing student population. Support the Texas
Tech University School of Veterinary Medicine
to address the critical shortage of veterinarians
throughout rural Texas with an innovative and
cost-efficient education model. Support the Texas
Tech University Health Sciences Center to expand
the educational pipeline for physicians, nurses,
pharmacists, physician assistants and other
healthcare professions throughout our region
and Texas. Support Texas Tech Health Sciences
Center’s efforts to increase the number of Texas
Graduate Medical Education (GME) resident
positions available; create solutions to reduce
the nursing shortage in our region and increase
funds to provide mental health workforce training
and screening in the region’s public schools with
technology utilization and cutting edge research.
TRANSPORTATION
• Support designation of the I-27 Extension Route.
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State Policy
Agriculture/Water/Natural Resources/Energy
WATER
Conservation of existing water resources, development
of additional cost-effective supplies and sound
scientifically-based
and
economically-rational
standards for protecting water supply and quality will
be the key to our ability to maintain our economy. The
Chamber will:
• Support the legislature’s position that strong
local groundwater conservation districts are the
preferred method of groundwater management in
Texas. State water policy should not be “one-sizefits-all”, and should recognize the private property
rights afforded to groundwater owners.
• Support legislation that would limit the eminent
domain powers and address the creation of fresh
water supply districts.
• Support the development of aquifer storage &
recovery and brackish groundwater development
projects, based on sound science, that does not
negatively impact existing water users, water
supply, or groundwater ownership interests.
• Support efforts to ensure that the private property
rights of groundwater owners are recognized in
groundwater development and regulation.
• Support efforts to ensure that allocation of water
during drought or other emergency conditions to
meet critical public health and welfare needs is
conditioned on recipients of water implementing
the most stringent water conservation measures
and allows for compensation from recipients of
emergency allocations to those water rights holders
who surrender water to meet public emergencies,
with a premium paid over the pre-emergency
market price of water.
• Monitor the implementation of any programs to
increase or enhance the enforcement of water
rights, including new watermaster jurisdictions to
ensure existing water rights are protected.
• Support efforts to increase grant funding
opportunities for groundwater management,
including irrigation management and monitoring
tools.
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BOLL WEEVIL FUNDING
Support sufficient funding of boll weevil control programs.
TEXAS AG STATISTICS SERVICE
Support enhanced cooperative funding for the Texas
Agricultural Statistics Service (TASS) budget, as a
part of the overall budget of the Texas Department of
Agriculture, at the level necessary for TASS to respond to
the need for agricultural statistics for Texas. This would
ensure that sound production and marketing decisions
can continue to be made by all segments of agriculture.
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Provide additional resources, including authorization
and funding for regional travel, and all other resources
that better ensure fulfillment of existing statutory duties
to the Texas Department of Agriculture as it addresses
the economic development needs of rural communities.
WATER RESEARCH
Support additional federal and/or state funding for
water-related research projects, as long as a project
benefits the region and does not negatively impact
area producers and other water users. Support needed
research on desalination efforts, particularly with regard
to brackish ground water supplies.
ENERGY
Support legislation that would further the development
of wind energy zones and transmission lines, making
possible the transmission of wind energy harvested in
West Texas to more populous areas that are within the
ERCOT power grid.
FOOD AND FIBER MARKETING AND RESEARCH
PROGRAMS
Oppose any misguided and misinformed efforts to
eliminate state commodity research and promotion
programs. Support additional funding for research
and marketing related to food and fiber products,
with emphasis on projects that further promote the
integration of Texas agricultural products into foreign
markets.
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State Policy
Economic Development
TEXAS 2050 FRAMEWORK FOR LONG-TERM
ECONOMIC GROWTH
Support the Texas Association of Business strategy
for economic development in order to continue the
level of economic development success that Texas has
received in recent years. The plan includes education
and workforce development, infrastructure, investment
capital, and innovation while continuing to provide state
and local tools to compete for corporate expansions and
relocations that add jobs to our economy.
CREATIVE INDUSTRIES (ARTS & CULTURE)
Support increased funding for the Texas Commission
on the Arts to foster the growth of the arts and culture
industries throughout the state, resulting in job creation
and increased cultural tourism.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FUNDS
Support state-appropriated economic development
funds for rural areas of the state.
ENERGY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Support healthy economic growth in Texas by
promoting the production of adequate supplies of all
forms of energy at competitive prices.
EXTRACURRICULAR EVENT LEGISLATION
Oppose legislation that would alter current system for
selection of hosting locations for certain University
Interscholastic League extracurricular competitions.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Support policies that will advance the vision, strategy and
goals of the Imagine Lubbock Together communitywide
planning effort, including but not limited to:
• Local Financing Options. Support legislation that would
foster local financing options for capital improvements,
education or transportation that are based on citizen
choice and approval, local control, equitable burden,
and pay-as-you-go rather than additional debt.
• Sales Tax for Property Tax Relief: Support legislation
that would create a new council-option city sales
tax for property tax relief that may exceed the twopercent local cap. Support legislation that would
automatically convert existing sales taxes for
property tax relief that would not count against the
two percent local cap. Oppose requirements that
the property tax rollback rate by lowered for the
adoption of a new sales tax for property tax relief.

INNOVATION
• Maintaining a vibrant and innovative economy will
be dependent on our ability to create and cultivate
innovation intensive companies as well as greater
research and commercialization capacities.
• Support investment in world-class research to spur
groundbreaking innovation, including the Governor’s
University Initiative.
• Support the promotion of and leveraging partnerships
between private industry and academia, thus
bridging the gap between innovation occurring on the
campuses of Texas universities and the marketplace.
• Provide pilot “proof of concept” funding to accelerate
university tech transfer and commercialization.
• Maintain R&D tax credit.
• Oppose any unnecessary regulations or legal or legal
requirements that increase cost, reduce consumer
choice, hamper innovation, and limit technology
advancement and availability.
INVESTMENT CAPITAL
Support entrepreneurs and small businesses via a
healthy ecosystem of capital to attract, grow and retain
companies in Texas. Innovative, high-growth companies
require significant and specialized capital resources.
• Establish and promote slight preference for in-state
money managers over out-of-state managers in
public investment, all other investment objectives
and past performance being equal.
• Support the development of a domestic venture
industry through the use of long-term incentives.
• Support investment in rural Texas.
SALES TAX FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
• Support continued use of a locally approved 1/2
cent sales tax collected by cities to fund economic
development efforts.
• Oppose efforts to reduce local control of these funds
or efforts to limit the uses of these funds. Because
these funds are local funds, taxpayers should retain
the right to manage their use so long as they are
used for economic development purposes.
• Support the removal of county average wage
restrictions that limit a local government’s use of
these funds for local job training purposes.
• Support efforts to clarify that the purpose of the
sales tax funds is to serve as economic development
tools and to prevent raids on the funds for projects
that are not related to economic development.
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State Policy
•
•

Support the use of venture capital funds in West
Texas and support state emerging technology
funding
Monitor legislation that would create a funding
mechanism for cultural district designations.
Support Lubbock’s efforts to obtain a cultural
district designation.

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Support increased funding for the Skills Development
Program administered by the Texas Workforce
Commission. Maintain Skills Development Fund grants at
the Texas Workforce Commission to improve workforce
training.
STATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
Continue support for state and local tools used to
compete for corporate expansions/relocations and job
growth such as the Texas Enterprise Fund, the Texas
Emerging Technology Fund and the tax incentives
available under the Texas Economic Development Act
under Chapter 313 of the Tax Code.
TEXAS AGRICULTURAL FINANCE AUTHORITY (TAFA)
Expand the ability of the Texas Agriculture Finance
Authority (TAFA) to finance economic development
activities in rural areas. Streamline TAFA to make it
more “user-friendly.”

TAX ABATEMENTS AND OTHER ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT INCENTIVES
Continue to support local control and flexibility in
the use of tax abatements, tax increment financing,
reinvestment zones and other incentives to promote
economic development and job creation. Additionally,
support the ability of local taxing districts to phase in
tax abatements. Encourage the legislature to evaluate
Texas’ competitiveness and the role that taxes and other
incentives play.
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Provide additional resources, including authorization
and funding for travel, to the Texas Department of
Agriculture as it addresses the economic development
needs of rural areas.
TELEMARKETING
Support efforts to develop additional jobs while
maintaining the more than 300,000 jobs held by
Texans in the telemarketing industry.
Support
better enforcement of existing fraud and consumer
protection laws while opposing efforts to impose
additional regulatory burdens on businesses that use
telemarketing. Support adequate resources for law
enforcement and various state agencies to eliminate
fraud and provide protection to Texas consumers and
businesses, while not placing undue restraints on
legitimate telemarketing businesses.

Education/Education Reform/Workforce Training
PRINCIPLES
Align skills and education standards to better prepare
children in Texas; ensure that Texas students have
pathways to high-paying, skilled careers in high growth
STEM areas and graduate career- or college-ready, with
the skills and training expected by employers.
60X30 TX PLAN
Support an education plan in which 60 percent of
Texans between the age of 25 and 34 hold some kind
of degree or post-secondary certification by the year
2030.
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Support excellence initiatives aimed at moving students
from minimum expectations to maximum achievement.
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Districts should be rewarded for significant incremental
gains and students should be rewarded who complete
the “distinguished achievement program” of more
rigorous high school courses.
ACCOUNTABILITY
Support additional reform of testing and accountability
models to reflect realistic academic growth
expectations.
ADULT BASIC EDUCATION
Support ABE that focuses on serving students who will
be able to acquire the level of basic skills needed to
enter the workforce.
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State Policy
CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY
Support career and technology education that fully
articulates with community colleges where appropriate
and meets the needs of employers in Texas. Support an
increase in weighted funding for Career and Technical
courses (CTE) to provide resources to expand CTE
courses as prescribed in HB5.
• Rural schools have difficulty providing the
infrastructure and teaching staff to offer the five
endorsements available to students through HB5.
• School districts have difficulty paying for teachers
to be certified to teach courses and administer the
certification exams to provide students with those
“business-recognized” certifications.
CLASSROOM SIZE MANDATE
Support legislation that creates flexibility for school
districts in the requirement that grades K through 4 be
comprised of no more than 23 students to one teacher,
allowing school districts to use the 23:1 mandate as a
district average.
COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS
Support the Communities in Schools Programs in Texas,
a dropout prevention or organization which focuses
on helping young people to successfully learn, stay in
school, and prepare for life.
DROPOUT PREVENTION
Support measures that financially reward campuses for
retaining students beyond the ninth grade.
DUAL-CREDIT
Increase opportunities for students to pursue dualcredit course offerings, internships and other education
experiences that integrate high school, college and
workplace learning and help our students transition
from the classroom to careers.
EFFECTIVENESS
Support efforts that would specifically include effectiveness
as part of the criteria in the evaluation of teachers.
FINANCE
Support the structure of the current system. Support
flowing additional money through the Basic Allotment
(maintain the weights and allotments currently in law).
Support adding an Inflationary Factor Adjustment to the
Basic Allotment. Support dedicating appraisal creep
money to school funding instead of flowing through to
General Revenue. Oppose additional funding cuts to
school districts.

GO CENTERS
Support the continuation of funding for GO Centers
that serve as primary points of coordination between
the College for Texans campaign (to increase college
enrollment) and local communities.
HIGHER EDUCATION
• Support Texas Tech University in its efforts to
educate and empower a diverse student body, enable
innovative research and creative activities, and to
transform lives and communities through strategic
outreach and engaged scholarship. Support Texas
Tech’s efforts to attain funding for new and updated
facilities to support the growing student population.
Support the Texas Tech University School of
Veterinary Medicine to address the critical shortage
of veterinarians throughout rural Texas with an
innovative and cost-efficient education model.
• Support the Texas Tech University Health Sciences
Center to expand the educational pipeline for
physicians,
nurses,
pharmacists,
physician
assistants and other healthcare professions
throughout our region and Texas. Support Texas
Tech Health Sciences Center’s efforts to increase
the number of Texas Graduate Medical Education
(GME) resident positions available; create solutions
to reduce the nursing shortage in our region and
increase funds to provide mental health workforce
training and screening in the region’s public schools
with technology utilization and cutting edge
research.
INCENTIVES FOR MATH AND SCIENCE TEACHERS
Support teacher advancement initiatives like
differentiated pay to help alleviate the shortage of math
and science teachers in our public schools.
LOCAL CONTROL
Support measures that give school districts the
flexibility to meet the needs of their students. Support
at-will employment for teachers, removing the state
from setting the terms and conditions of employment.
P-20
Support efforts such as Closing the Gaps and support
efforts to adequately and equitably fund Lubbock’s
educational institutions at the “P thru 26” levels in order
to ensure a well educated workforce in Lubbock.
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State Policy
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
Support measures that encourage parents to become
active partners with their children’s teachers and
administrators.
PAY FOR PERFORMANCE
Support providing school districts resources to
financially reward campuses that achieve high student
performance or significant incremental gains, which are
currently provided through state DATE grants.
PRE-K
Support funding for high quality, full-day pre-K and
legislation that puts children on a pathway toward
academic achievement. Support allowing any new
funding for full-day pre-K to be applied to those who are
currently providing full-day Pre-K services.
REFORM INITIATIVES
Review & evaluate education reform initiatives launched
by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the Texas
Association of Business in support of the business
community.
SAFETY
Support providing funds for locally-defined safety
measures that meet the needs and desires of the
individual communities as determined by their elected
school boards. Support allowing any new funding for
school safety to be applied to programs already in place
before this upcoming legislative session.
SCHOOL SPENDING
Support
legislation
requiring
more
financial
transparency in school spending so taxpayers will see
how their investment is being managed.
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Support increased funding for the Skills Development
Program administered by the Texas Workforce
Commission.
Maintain Skills Development Fund
grants at the Texas Workforce Commission to improve
workforce training.
SPECIAL EDUCATION
Adequately fund special needs education to meet the
needs of the special needs population in a cost effective
manner.
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TAX INCENTIVES
Support legislative tax incentives to encourage business
participation in public education initiatives. Support
franchise tax credit or other tax credit for companies
offering an internship or apprenticeship for high school
students in a recognized CTE pathway program. Support
similar credit for companies offering internships for
college students.
TECHNOLOGY
WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT
GRANT PROGRAM
Support the continuation of funding for the Texas
Technology Workforce Development Grant program,
which is awarded for computer science and electrical
engineering instruction at various institutions of higher
education in Texas.
VETERANS
Support legislation and regulatory reforms that
accelerate and advance the seamless transition of
our Texas Veterans into the Texas Workfordce. These
efforts should maintain an emphasis on providing more
accelerated skills attainment and certification solutions,
while scaling post-secondary efforts that convey more
college credit for prior learning and occupational
experience with a focus on high demand occupational
needs.
VOUCHERS
Oppose any efforts that allow for taxpayer dollars to
fund private schools with no financial and academic
accountability.
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State Policy
Environmental
ACCESS TO RESEARCH
Support legislation to require that research data and
analysis relied upon as the basis for proposed regulations
by state and federal environmental agencies is made
available for review by the regulated community before
a regulation can be adopted or prohibit the adoption of
regulations for which supporting data are not publicly
available.
AMBIENT ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS
Support the development of ambient air quality or other
standards which are based on sound scientific evidence
that is comprehensively peer reviewed, technically
feasible and economically practical. Oppose the
imposition of any enforceable ambient standard that is
based on conservative screening levels for pollutants,
rather than demonstrated health risks.
EMISSION LIMITS
Oppose arbitrary emission limits established in statute
that do not provide flexibility for site-specific conditions
and future development of best practices or best control
technology standards.
CLEAN-UP EFFORTS
Create a TCEQ funding stream to pay for failed permitted
recycling centers around the state. Lubbock’s I-27 site is
by far the largest of these in the state.
CUMULATIVE EFFECTS
Oppose efforts to condition approval of permits on
a review of all cumulative effects of other emissions
that precludes the opportunities for economic growth,
places the burden of attainment on new facilities and
decreases incentives for demonstration of new control
technology.
ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS
Support reasonable incentives for the development
and demonstration of new energy or pollution
reduction technologies that do not distort the market
place. Oppose mandates for specific technology or
environmental controls that are not cost effective or
which can be implemented only if new technology is
developed.
CLEAN AIR ATTAINMENT
Except where specifically preempted or prohibited
by federal law, support efforts to achieve attainment

of national ambient air quality standards that help
near non-attainment areas stay in attainment, ensure
that the responsibility for emission reductions is
shared equitably among all emission sources, and
provide sources of emissions the maximum flexibility
in obtaining permit authorizations in order efficiently
achieve reductions.
COST OF FEDERAL AND STATE REGULATIONS
Support Texas law that requires state environmental
agencies to estimate the cost and net benefits to
regulated entities before adopting any major proposed
rule, and oppose legislation that places additional
requirements on business and industry without a
firm technical basis or appreciable benefit to the
environment.
ENDANGERED SPECIES CONSERVATION PLANS
Support efforts by business, industrial and agricultural
interests to enter into endangered species conservation
plans that will meet the requirements of federal
and state agencies and allow continued use and
development of private property by businesses.
Support continued efforts by the Legislature and
appropriate state agencies to coordinate to ensure that
endangered species regulatory decisions are based on
valid scientific evidence and that the interests of Texas
taxpayers, businesses and agricultural producers are
represented before federal decision makers.
END OF LIFE/TAKE-BACK
Oppose legislative efforts to implement mandatory
consumer electronics and appliance take-back
programs in Texas that unfairly place the cost burdens
on manufacturers and/or distributors. Oppose
limitations and restrictions on the types of materials
contained in electronics and appliances produced or
sold in Texas. Support voluntary take-back programs,
and support research programs that would lead to
increased recycling, refurbishment and reduction of
hazardous materials in landfills.
ENVIRONMENTAL AUDITS
Support Texas law that encourages environmental
compliance by allowing the use of a self-evaluation
privilege that protects a company’s voluntary
environmental and health and safety audits from being
used in legal actions against the company under certain
conditions.
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State Policy
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Support activities for teachers and students in Texas
public schools that promote a balanced perspective in
environmental education based on sound science.
ENVIRONMENTAL FEES AND TAXES
Oppose any new taxes to pay for additional environmental
regulatory programs. Oppose the imposition of any new
fees to recover the cost of regulatory programs unless
the program can be shown to clearly address a critical
environmental or public health need. Fees should only
be assessed to recover the actual costs imposed on
government by the activities of the regulated entities,
must reasonably allocate costs between members of
a regulated universe and must be adjusted periodically
to actually match agency budgets and legislative
appropriations..
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
Support the granting or renewal of permits on
environmental and health-based standards and oppose
permit programs that favor any community strictly
because of its racial or economic composition.
ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY STRUCTURE
Support an environmental regulatory structure
that bases state law on the enactment of federal
environmental laws and regulations so that consistency
is maintained. Support efforts to require that local
governments operating under enforcement authority
granted by the Legislature operate under the same
policies and criteria utilized by state agencies operating
under the same authority. Oppose expanding the
environmental authority of local governmental entities,
particularly where such authority is duplicative or
inconsistent with state regulation.
FEDERAL CLIMATE CHANGE REGULATIONS
• Oppose any efforts to establish in Texas statute
regulatory mechanisms that are intended to achieve
compliance with the federal “Clean Power Plan” or
similar EPA climate change regulations until such
time as all legal challenges to such regulations have
been exhausted and the State of Texas has agreed
that development of a compliance plan is in the
state’s interest.
• Support efforts to encourage voluntary, free-market
solutions to energy conservation and demand
response that save businesses money, maximize
investment in energy infrastructure and promote
competitive economic development in Texas.
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FEDERAL MANDATES THAT IMPEDE TEXAS ENERGY
BUSINESSES
Texas is the leading energy producing state by a large
margin and fuels much of the energy needs of the nation,
providing energy security and innovating key advances
in energy technology. While numerous federal mandates
that threaten to undermine Texas’ energy industries
are appropriately identified in TAB’s national policy
agenda, TAB supports state policies wherever feasible
that counter any such damaging federal mandates or
regulations that interfere with state authority over its
energy industry, such as:
• Prohibitions on crude oil or LNG exports;
• Closing off access to federal or state lands for energy
exploration or production;
• Unnecessary environmental rules targeting energy
extraction and production; or
• Misguided federal tax policies that distort
competitive electric markets by subsidizing
intermittent renewable energy to the detriment of
more reliable forms of generation.
FLEXIBILITY
Support efforts to expand operational flexibility options
in environmental permit and compliance programs as
long as the same or greater environmental protection
is maintained. Designing such flexible operational
programs can achieve significant cost-savings for both
the state and the regulated community and still protect
and enhance the environment.
FUND BALANCES
Oppose any effort to reduce the budget of a fee-funded
regulatory program for the purpose of redirecting the fee
revenues to another purpose. Support efforts to reduce
unobligated fund balances in regulatory fee funds by reducing
fees to match expenditures and eliminate overpayments
by affected businesses and industries. Support legislative
efforts to more clearly identify the source of funds for
regulatory programs and fees that unfairly recover more
than the costs of the programs they pay for.
FUELS DIVERSITY
Oppose legislative efforts that would require the use
of specific fuels for industrial sources for the purpose
of forcing technology. Support removal of economic
and supply barriers that distort fuel competition and
free-market influences. Support legislative efforts to
increase the supply of energy, using a diverse mixture of
fuels including oil, natural gas, coal and nuclear, applied
in an environmentally safe manner and coupled with
encouragement of conservation and the practical use of
renewable energy sources.
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State Policy
GREEN BUILDINGS
Oppose legislation in the area of energy and energy
efficiency that pits products against each other based on
artificial or unsound science. The market place should
be allowed to dictate the choice of building materials
based on performance standards.
INCENTIVES INSTEAD OF MANDATES
Support incentives for business to meet and exceed
environmental legal requirements, thereby increasing
environmental effectiveness and operational flexibility.
MINERAL RIGHTS
Support mineral owners’ access as they exercise their
mineral rights while ensuring fair treatment for surface
land owners.
PAPERWORK REDUCTION
Support state and Congressional efforts to streamline
small businesses’ paperwork burdens within the
environmental permit and enforcement process and
ease civil fines on first-time paperwork violations so that
small businesses may correct the violations.
PREEMPTION OF LOCAL OIL AND GAS REGULATION
Oppose any efforts to repeal the provisions of House Bill
40, Acts of the 84th Legislature (2015) or establish or
expand by statute the authority of a local government
to promulgate regulations related to oil, natural gas or

other mineral resource exploration or development
activities that would preempt uniform, statewide
regulation by the Texas Railroad Commission or other
state regulatory agencies, or be inconsistent with
existing state regulatory programs.
RECYCLING OR END-USE PROGRAMS
Support industry-initiated programs for the voluntary
recovery or take-back of consumer goods. Oppose
mandatory programs that impose costs or prohibit the
use of products solely for the purpose of controlling
personal behavior. Oppose mandatory recycling
programs that impose enforcement liabilities or penalties
for the disposal of materials in properly permitted and
operated landfills or other waste management facilities
designed to safely remove the materials.
STANDING IN CONTESTED CASES
Support Texas law that prohibits the state environmental
agency from granting party status in a contested case
hearing unless a justifiable or economic interest in the
permit activity can be demonstrated.
STREAMLINING THE PERMIT PROCESS
Support legislation to streamline the permitting process
to ensure that businesses can maintain environmental
compliance and at the same time minimize roadblocks
that result in expensive procedural delays.

Health Care
1115 MEDICAID TRANSFORMATION WAIVER
Support an extension of the 1115 Medicaid
Transformation Waiver and a call for negotiations
between the Texas Health and Human Services
Commission and CMS to develop an appropriate
renewal of the waiver at the end of the extension period.
ACCESS
Increase access and choice of health care programs
by supporting market-driven health policies that
maximize consumer and public benefit and allow for the
continuation of employer-sponsored voluntary health
care coverage. Tools should be explored that would
allow employers selection of the highest quality benefits
and the lowest, most competitive prices. Oppose tax
legislation that penalizes employers who offer health
benefits.

ADMINISTRATION
Support legislation to improve the administration of
health care services through education of physician
office staff, streamlining the process to enhance
outcomes and lower administrative burdens, such as
encouraging providers to submit claims electronically.
To the extent that they do not do so already, also
encourage insurance carriers and administrators to
accept claims electronically.
AFFORDABILITY
Oppose any measure that increases costs for Texas
employers and their employees and families. The high
cost of health services and health insurance is a primary
contributor to the number of uninsured and to the rising
percentage of budgets that households, businesses and
government spend on healthcare. Support measures
that would increase the efficiency and cost-effectiveness
of health services and health insurance.
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State Policy
COALITIONS/COOPERATIVES
Protect and expand previous legislation that allows
for employers or employer groups to band together to
purchase affordable health benefits for employees.
CONSUMER-DIRECTED HEALTH CARE
Support legislation to promote enhanced transparency
and consumer-directed health care models. Encourage
employees to be more involved in their health, and
encourage education of employers and employees
on actual health care costs and fees. Promote
understanding that a healthy employee and a healthy
family create a productive workforce.
CONSUMER INFORMATION
Empower employees and consumers with information
regarding the cost and quality of health care services
to allow consumers to make informed purchasing
decisions. Support giving state agencies adequate
funds to analyze and publish data in ways that stimulate
improvements in quality of care and consumer
comparisons.
CONTRACTING
Oppose legislation that restricts the ability of health insurers
to negotiate contracts with physicians and providers.
CORPORATE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE
Support legislation to eliminate state prohibitions on
the direct employment of physicians by hospitals and
also other providers of health care services.
COVERAGE FOR THE UNINSURED
Support the renewal of the 1115 Medicaid Transformation
Waiver and support a private insurance model that
includes copays and a sliding scale in order to reduce
the number of uninsured Texans.
ERISA
Preserve employer, employee and health care system
benefits of the Employee Retirement Income Security
Act (ERISA) by opposing any attempt to erode the federal
preemption of state law relating to health benefit plans.
Support legislation to vigorously protect the ability of
ERISA employers to operate uniformly across state lines.
FLEXIBILITY
Seek federal flexibility to maintain control of state
spending in Medicaid and CHIP, as long as it does not
increase the rate of uninsured or increase the burden on
employers.
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FRAUD AND ABUSE
Eliminate waste, fraud and abuse in both the commercial
employer-sponsored health care market and private
sector health programs. Support legislation to ensure
that prompt payment statutes do not result in the
reimbursement of fraudulent claims. Support legislation
to require health care providers to submit information
to the state on financial relationships and utilization of
services that will deter and detect improper activities.
FREE-STANDING EMERGENCY ROOMS
Support legislation that would prohibit a Free-Standing
Emergency Room from charging a facility fee unless
it can show that the treatment rendered was beyond
a doctor’s office visit. Support greater transparency
related to services provided at free standing emergency
rooms to ensure consumers understand the scope
of the services provided, potential costs and network
participation. Require prominent signage to distinguish
free standing emergency rooms from urgent care clinics
and to disclose hospital affiliation (if any). Support
legislation to add free standing emergency rooms or
any facility that charges a facility fee, to the balance
billing medication statute.
FUNDING
Support a state budget that protects funding for health
care programs and services to meet the physical and
behavioral health care needs of a growing population.
• Continue state funding of health and human
services programs and services, including adequate
Medicaid funding that supports hospital payments
that are closer to the actual costs of providing health
care services.
• Maintain a dedicated funding source for the state’s
network of trauma hospitals to compensate for
some of their unreimbursed costs of providing lifesaving trauma care.
• Continue state funding for educating and training a
workforce of physicians, nurses, behavioral health
professionals and allied health care professionals
in numbers sufficient to care for the state’s large,
growing and aging population.
• Support locally generated solutions to generate
the required non-federal share of Medicaid
supplemental payments and increased hospital
reimbursement rates.
• Support funding for behavioral health care that
is commensurate with the need for services and
policies that foster, rather than inhibit, access to
emergency psychiatric care.
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State Policy
•

•

•

Increase state funding to ensure timely and
appropriate access to inpatient and outpatient,
community-based services and supports for Texans
with a behavioral health diagnosis.
Support revising the Texas Mental Health Code to
allow physicians, not only law enforcement, to detain
temporarily a patient deemed to be a danger to self
or others for the purpose of conducting a thorough
psychiatric assessment and evaluation and assessing
the need for continued psychiatric treatment.
Support revising the Texas Mental Health Code
to allow physicians to delegate to an advanced
practice registered nurse or physician assistant the
ability to conduct a pre-admission examination to
determine whether an individual meets the criteria
for voluntary inpatient mental health services and
obtain a physician’s order for admission if admission
criteria are met.

HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS
Support legislation and appropriations to expand the
educational pipeline for physicians, nurses, physician
assistants and other health care professionals by public
colleges and universities. Specifically, endorse policies
that would:
• Support
funding Texas
Higher
Education
Coordinating Board studies to increase productivity
and to reduce the cost of training health care
professionals.
• Support six year BS/MD programs.
• Support standardized, pre-licensure training for RNs.
HEALTH CARE CONTRACTING
Oppose legislation that restricts the ability of health
insurers to negotiate contracts with physicians and
providers.
LIABILITY
Prevent needless increases in cost and litigation through
the expansion of any kind of medical liability. Support
legislation to curb existing abuses and the filing of
frivolous lawsuits.

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR HEALTH
Support legislation and other state actions to encourage
and equip each Texan to accept personal responsibility
for his or her health throughout their lifetime.
PHYSICIAN SELF-REFERRAL
Support legislation and other state actions to collect
data to disclose physician self-referral for all health
services, to enforce disclosure of self-referral to patients
and health plans and to prohibit self-referral for those
services where it has been shown that self-referral
unnecessarily increases health care costs.
STATE-SPONSORED HEALTH CARE
Support legislation strengthening and improving HIPP,
Medicaid and CHIP programs with comprehensive
reforms that encourage budget certainty and savings
while providing high quality care through the utilization
of care management in delivering services to those
enrolled in Medicaid and CHIP.
TELEMEDICINE
Support the expansion of telemedicine as an affordable
and accessible component of coordinated, efficient
high-quality care.
UNINSURED
Support targeted, market-based reforms that enhance
the employer-based system to provide affordable
access to quality care. Encourage greater voluntary
participation of individuals by expanding access and
choice. Support legislation that will reduce the number
of uninsured Texans by increasing the affordability of
health insurance and will allow the most efficient use
of public, group and individual insurance arrangements
within state budget constraints.
WAIVER OF CO-PAYMENTS
Support legislation to stop the waiving or discounting of
co-payments, in whole or in part, for insured patients,
and encourage enforcement of existing law.

COVERAGE FOR THE UNINSURED
Support the renewal of the 1115 Medicaid Transformation
Waiver, and a Texas Solution that maximizes available
federal dollars for private market coverage choices for
the uninsured.
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State Policy
Taxes

EQUITY
Support legislative measures to equitably distribute the
burden of business sector taxes among all businesses,
including service and manufacturing. Also, support
legislation ensuring that homeowners and businesses
share support for public education.
FAIRNESS
Support the following Council on State Taxation taxpayer
fairness proposals:
• Provide taxpayers equal interest rates on
overpayments and underpayments;
• Provide for a 90-day protest period for taxpayers;
• Allow taxpayers an automatic filing extension with a
federal extension; and
• Eliminate pay-to-play that currently requires Texas
taxpayers to prepay tax or post a bond to obtain
access to the trial court level.
FISCAL POLICY
Support requiring government at every level to practice
fiscal responsibility. The Legislature should ensure that
the basic and necessary functions of state government
are adequately funded, while also ensuring that state
agencies operate efficiently and effectively. State and
local spending controls are desirable that restrict budget
growth beyond appropriate population and inflation
indices. The state should not use debt financing for
any recurring operational expense and should use debt
financing for critical infrastructure or capital projects
only where the use of debt can be clearly shown to
provide a positive return on investment.
FRANCHISE (MARGIN) TAX
Support maintaining the current equal assessment
rate for the franchise (margin) tax for both retail and
wholesale entities and a graduated approach to the tax
for businesses that have sales less than $1 million.
• Business losses. Support authorizing a business’
losses on the franchise (margin) tax to be carried
forward for up to 10 years.
• Exemption of flow-through funds. Support an
exemption from the franchise (margin) tax of all
flow-through funds that are mandated by contract
to be distributed to other entities.
• Rebating excess revenue. Support rebating to
taxpayers any excess revenue collected from the
franchise (margin) tax.
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•

•

Research and development tax credit. Support
reinstating the research and development tax credit
(provided under the previous franchise tax) and
allowing it to be carried forward.
Compensation paid to independent contractors.
Support allowing businesses that elect to subtract
compensation in computing their taxable margin
to include wages and cash compensation paid to
independent contractors if the total revenue of that
business is below $2 million.

GROSS RECEIPTS USER FEES
Oppose any attempt to retroactively or prospectively
impose a percentage of gross receipts use fee or street
crossing surtaxes on the transmission of natural gas,
crude oil petroleum products, petrochemicals and other
goods, through pipelines.
GROSS RECEIPTS TAX
Oppose the imposition of a gross receipts tax in Texas.
INCENTIVES
Support government tax policy that is effective in
increasing investment to create new jobs and expand
economic activity.
This would include specific
exemptions, like those for manufacturing use,
construction and electricity use, as well as, reasonable
abatements, enterprise funds, and reinvestment zones.
INVENTORY TAX
Support elimination or reduction of local inventory
taxes. Texas is one of only six states that permit the levy
of a property tax on inventories. This places the state at
a severe economic disadvantage.
LOCATION OF PAYOR
Oppose any component of a business or franchise tax
that penalizes those located in Texas (location of payor).
MANDATES
Oppose unfunded government mandates which shift
the cost of financing programs to either the private
sector or other levels of government.
PRIVATIZATION
Encourage prudent privatization efforts in government
for increased efficiency and to reduce government
spending when most advantageous.
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State Policy
PROPERTY TAX RELIEF/TAX STRUCTURE
Oppose efforts to increase the property tax burden since
58% of all property taxes are paid by businesses.
REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS
Oppose mandatory price disclosure on commercial and
residential real estate transactions.
REGULATORY POLICY
Maintain a regulatory climate that does not impose
hidden taxes on employers through excessive fees and
fines and reduces excessive regulations to promote,
rather than impede, economic growth and job creation.
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT TAX INCENTIVE
Support the continued expansion of tax incentives
designed to aid our state’s research and development
industries. Expansion of the Research and Development
Tax Credit program would be one way to do this.
SALES TAX – EXEMPTION FOR RESEARCH &
DEVELOPMENT Support a sales tax exemption for
the cost of material and equipment purchased for the
purpose of research and development.

SPLIT ROLL
Oppose any plan which splits the property tax rolls either
by rate or by making one a state-wide tax. Oppose any
tax plan or component that allows the state to treat
businesses differently from homeowners.
SMALL BUSINES TAX RELIEF
Maintain franchise (margin) tax relief for small business.
STATE TAX SYSTEM
Support a balanced state tax system that encourages
the savings and investment necessary for the creation of
jobs and that does not place a disproportionate share of
the tax burden on business. Any revision in the business
tax structure should reduce the percentage of state and
local taxes paid by business or be revenue neutral and
also reduce the administrative burden.
TRUTH IN TAXATION
Support Truth in Taxation as a preferred method of
expenditure control by government entities.
WINDFALL PROFITS TAX
Oppose efforts to impose “windfall profits taxes” or to
penalize companies for substantial and sudden profits.

Transportation
PRINCIPLES
All transportation policy decisions should be focused on
increasing efficiency, efficacy and ease of movement of
people and goods across Texas and between the other
states and our neighboring countries. We should address
system needs in the short-term while envisioning a
system that is sustainable for the next several decades.
While financing options, project sizes and decision
processes are limiting factors to implementation, we
cannot originate infrastructure goals based solely or
primarily on funding. Financing methodology is an
important but secondary question. Instead, we must
first envision the system the state deserves and then
determine how to pay for it.
IMPROVED TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS
Support improved highways, ports of entry and other
infrastructure, as well as public transit, that facilitates
trade, increases the effective flow of freight and services,
promotes tourism and increases public safety if these
improvements can improve economic opportunity and
productivity throughout all regions of the state.

I-27 EXTENSION
Support Designation of the I-27 Extension Route.
PROPOSITION 7 ADMINISTRATION
Ensure that distribution is equitable throughout all
regions of Texas for funding from Proposition 7, a
constitutional amendment passed by Texas voters in
2016 to dedicate portions of revenue from the state’s
general sales and use tax, as well as from the motor
vehicle sales and rental tax to the State Highway Fund
for non-tolled projects.
BONDS
Despite the appropriate concern over both state and
local government debt, support the issuance of bonds
as funding mechanisms for highway construction where
the long-term financing of infrastructure makes financial
sense, generates positive economic returns and where
adequate revenues exist to retire the obligations.
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State Policy
VEHICLE REGISTRATION FEES
Support an increase in vehicle registration fees,
dedicated to transportation infrastructure that will
complement other sources of funding to ensure
that Texas has a transportation system capable of
maintaining and growing our state economy. Encourage
enforcement of registration compliance and reexamine
penalties for noncompliance.
ONGOING PROJECTS
Support the use of additional state or federal funding for
completing projects already underway.
MULTI-MODAL IMPROVEMENTS AND INTEGRATION
Support TXDOT efforts to assess and improve freight rail
infrastructure in West Texas. Also support to integration
and coordination, to the maximum extent possible,
existing and future transportation corridors with energy
corridors under development. Support a stable revenue
stream for rail improvements.
INLAND PORTS
Support legislation that would provide innovative
funding mechanisms for the improvement of designated
inland ports.
PORTS-TO-PLAINS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE
CORRIDORS
Support efforts to establish and improve the Ports to
Plains Corridor as a priority corridor to accommodate
current and future Texas transportation demands
resulting from trade agreements.
TOLL ROADS
Support the construction of toll roads in major
metropolitan areas only where economically feasible
and appropriate. Tolls should be dedicated solely to
maintenance and new construction.

FINANCING
All reasonable, equitable and effective source of funds
to meet our critical transportation system needs
should be considered. Support focusing on additional
sources of revenue for transportation, including
dedicating a portion of the tax on motor vehicle sales to
transportation.
LOCAL OPTION STRATEGIES FOR METRO, SMALL,
URBAN AND RURAL PROPERTIES
Transportation infrastructure in the State of Texas,
including public transportation, is deteriorating due to
lack of sufficient resources. Transportation is the lifeline
for our State’s economic well-being, the safety of our
citizens, maintaining mobility in congested urban areas,
and access to goods and services in rural areas for our
growing and aging population.
This lack of resources is due, in large part, to the failure
of the legislature to increase the state gasoline tax
since 1991. This tax is being further eroded through
the use of more fuel efficient vehicles. The legislature
has resisted the increase of the gas tax for almost
two decades. However, it is critical that the legislature
extend existing legislation to allow counties throughout
the state the option to vote for increased local fees to
support mobility. These fees can include county vehicle
registration, transit sales tax, local gas tax options,
etc. As such, we recommend supporting local option
legislation.
VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED (VMT)
Oppose certain funding mechanisms without adequate
feasibility research, such as vehicle-miles-traveled fees,
that could disproportionately harm certain regions if
feasibility studies determine such results.

Workplace/Employment
ARBITRATION
Oppose any effort to modify the Halliburton case where
the Supreme Court upheld an employer’s right to
establish a mandatory arbitration program applicable to
at-will employees.
DEVOLUTION OF FEDERAL PROGRAMS TO THE STATES
Support transferring control over federally mandated
programs like unemployment insurance to the states,
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thereby reducing employers’ tax burdens and increasing
local control over workforce-related programs.
DRUG TESTING
Oppose attempts to restrict the rights of employers
to conduct random and/or universal drug testing of
employees.
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State Policy
DRUG TESTING FOR UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
(UI) BENEFICIARIES
Support legislation that provides that a claimant who fails
or refuses to submit to an employer-required drug test
that is a condition of the job offer or refuses the offer of
work without good cause would disqualify the claimant
from receiving unemployment benefits.

PAYDAY LAW REFORM
Support reform of the Payday Law to achieve greater
consistency with provisions of federal law. Support
legislation to eliminate the Payday Law’s applicability
to non-wage benefits including vacation pay, sick pay,
etc. Support capping the amount of wages that may be
claimed under state statute.

EMPLOYER CONTROL OVER WORK ENVIRONMENT
Support efforts to maintain employers’ prerogative to
control the workplace, thereby creating a safe, satisfying
and harmonious working environment.

PROFESSIONAL LICENSING
Oppose any legislation that would further regulate the
activities of a private-corporation or other business entity,
including the activities of the full-time employees or other
personnel under the direct supervision and control of
the business entity by requiring the employees to hold
professional licenses. Licensing should only be required
where deemed appropriate and where it would affect the
public at large.

EMPLOYMENT-AT-WILL
Oppose legislation that would erode employment-at-will
as a right for all Texas employers and employees.
ERGONOMICS
Oppose legislation and regulations on a federal level
that would increase the already-considerable burden on
employers regarding OSHA requirements.
FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT REFORM
Support efforts to reform the wage and hour laws by
allowing more flexibility for employers and employees
in hours worked during a pay period before mandating
overtime pay.

PUBLIC COLLECTIVE BARGAINING RIGHTS
Oppose any expansion of collective bargaining rights in
the public sector since the current system adequately
provides for employee participation without the potential
for disruption of services.
RIGHT-TO-WORK
Support efforts to keep Texas a right-to-work state and
oppose agency shop legislation.

FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE ACT
Oppose efforts to modify FMLA, and oppose any
initiatives to require employers to pay for FMLA leave with
unemployment insurance taxes.

SUBSIDIZED TRAINING WAGE
Support legislation to allow employers to apply part of
their unemployment insurance taxes toward the cost of
training workers for their businesses.

FRAUD CONTROL
Support legislation to allow TWC to hire outside
contractors on a pay-for-performance basis to assist in
efforts to detect and remedy unemployment benefits
fraud.

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE REFORM
Support unemployment insurance reform to improve
effectiveness and reduce the burden to employers,
including legislation treating severance pay the same
as wages in lieu of notice, tightening up on work search
requirements for claimants, and improving TWC’s
verification procedures for unemployment claims.

LIVING-WAGE ORDINANCES
Oppose piecemeal mandates that vary from city to city
requiring employers to pay a wage level higher than the
federally required minimum wage.
MINIMUM WAGE
Oppose arbitrary increases in minimum wage which
cannot be supported by improvements in productivity
and which deprive many entry-level workers of job
opportunities.
PAID SICK LEAVE AND PREDICTIVE SCHEDULING
Support broad local labor law preemption legislation so
that this and other issues can be regulated consistently
throughout the state.

UNEMPLOYMENT SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
Support fundamental changes in the unemployment
insurance system that would abolish traditional federally
controlled unemployment insurance programs in favor of
establishing individual Unemployment Savings Accounts
(USAs) for employees that would be available if needed
for unemployment, training, or as a supplement to
retirement income.
UNION DUES CHECK-OFF
Oppose efforts to allow public employees or require
private employers to subsidize or promote labor unions
or similar organizations through payroll collection of dues
and contributions.
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Local Policy
Governance and Leadership
•
•

•

The Chamber is an advocate for pro-business, projobs, pro-growth policies that help in growing the
Lubbock economy.
There must be cooperation and effective
communication among elected officials and among
political subdivisions and surrounding communities.
Such communication can lead to innovative, successful
collaborations that could create administrative
efficiencies and streamlined processes.
When decisions are contemplated that affect
a particular segment of the community,
representatives of that affected sector should be
invited to the table for dialogue and input. This
input should be used as meaningful direction in the
process of developing sound public policy.

Economic Development

•

•

•

The Chamber is an advocate for economic
development and job creation. The Chamber
supports policies and initiatives that encourage
business growth and expansion and improve the
business climate of the Lubbock area.
Lubbock must meet the challenges of today’s
competitive economic development environment
in order to attract and retain quality jobs.
Organizations such as Market Lubbock and the
Lubbock Economic Development Alliance should
be funded at levels commensurate with competing
cities.
Incentive programs and other economic
development tools such as free enterprise zones, tax
increment financing and community improvement
districts should be used prudently, creatively and
transparently to help attract and retain new and
existing businesses.

Regulation
•
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Local ordinances, regulations and permitting
processes must be viewed from the perspective of
job creators and should always consider intended
and unintended impacts—especially in terms of the
cost of doing business. Flexibility should be applied
when dealing with new or emerging business
models.

•

Support policies that improve the City’s fiscal
situation in the medium-term and achieve
fiscal sustainability over the long-term. Support
comprehensive and farsighted strategic planning
efforts such as
those
of
the
City of Lubbock
Comprehensive
P l a n n i n g
A d v i s o r y
Committee.

•

In today’s globally-connected and competitive
economy, Lubbock’s prosperity is directly linked
to the talent and educational achievement of
the workforce. Our community has tremendous
assets in this regard but has potential for additional
resources. The Lubbock area is home to eight
Lubbock county independent school districts, and
four colleges and universities comprising more than
50,000 students. Through efforts including but
not limited to Imagine Lubbock Together and the
Community Workforce Partnership, we must keep
our educational assets strong and well networked
with job creators so that workforce needs can
be seamlessly met. Facilities and infrastructure
for providing career and technical training and
education should be expanded to meet tomorrow’s
workforce needs.

•

Periodic review of local ordinances, regulations and
permitting processes is recommended given the
exponential growth and evolution of the Lubbock
business community. Entrepreneurs are creating
new types of businesses daily; job growth is poised
from emerging industries such as oil, gas and
alternative energy exploration.
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Local Policy
Mobility, Energy and Infrastructure

•

•

•

•

Proper preparation for growth includes planning
for the timely construction and maintenance
of infrastructure improvements. Infrastructure
improvements should be funded in a fair, broadbased manner that does not rest disproportionately
on job creators.
Continued improvements to a diverse, intermodal
mobility system should be a top priority. As a
regional economic hub, the ability to transport
people and goods safely and efficiently throughout
Lubbock is vitally important. Mobility improvements
should include roads, aviation and rail spurs to aid
in growth and development.
Pedestrian, bicycle and alternative modes of
mobility, including ridesharing services, should
be enhanced, initially in the Texas Tech, Overton
and Downtown areas. This includes adequatelyfunded, well-connected and planned public transit
infrastructure.
The Chamber has been a long-standing supporter
of the Gateway Streets Fund and supports
strengthening it and maintaining its continued
dedicated and exclusive use for expanding or
opening new thoroughfares.

•

•

We advocate continued support of adequate
thoroughfare development throughout the county,
Ports-to-Plains, development of Loop 88, optimal
use of the Marsha Sharp Freeway through necessary
maintenance or widening, and designation of
the route for I-27 extension. Local government
officials, business leaders and other stakeholders
must continue to work together to address and
inform citizens about emerging water and energy
infrastructure needs and to encourage careful
planning and prudent, farsighted investments as
necessary.
Ensure that the Lubbock
County Transportation
Roadway Improvement
Program moves forward
as decided by voters in
2019 by a two-to-one
margin.

Quality of Life
•

•

•

In Lubbock, quality of life cannot be separated from
other priorities because much of our economic
success derives from the reality that Lubbock
must be an appealing place to live. The public/
private sectors should work collaboratively to
plan, support and make investments in Downtown
redevelopment, arts and culture and entertainment
and recreation enhancements and beautification
as recommended in the Plan Lubbock 2040
Comprehensive Plan.
Health concerns as well as poverty and crime rates
pose a threat to our community’s future economic
growth. The Chamber supports community
policing and related public safety initiatives as well
as government in collaborations that foster frank,
community-wide discussions on these issues.
Ensure that the Lubbock County Expo Center
moves forward as intended by Lubbock voters,
managed by a private rather than public entity in a
responsible, accountable and transparent manner.
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Chamber PAC
Business and free enterprise flourishes in a thriving community that fosters a probusiness, pro-growth, pro-jobs environment. The Lubbock Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors in 2013 formed the Lubbock Chamber Political Action Committee
(PAC) to ensure resources are available to actively support or oppose issues or
ballot measures that affect the economic well-being of the Lubbock area economy.
The Lubbock Chamber Political Action Committee (PAC) is an affiliated political
committee of the Lubbock Chamber of Commerce, the mission of which is to
“strengthen, promote and serve the business community.”

What you need to know about the PAC:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The PAC is an issues-oriented PAC (not a candidate PAC). State law allows both individual
and corporate contributions to this type of PAC.
The PAC is registered with the Texas Ethics Commission as a General Purpose PAC.
The PAC is non-partisan and not affiliated with any candidate PAC.
The PAC is focused on issues and policies on the local and state level.
The Chamber is not providing funding to the PAC. The PAC is raising its own funds, through
voluntary contributions from Chamber members and others interested in supporting a
policy climate that encourages and fosters free enterprise.
Contributions to the PAC are voluntary and not tax-deductible.
The PAC’s funds are separate and segregated from the Chamber’s funds. Information about
PAC contributions and expenditures will be reported and disclosed as required by law.

The PAC is administered by an independent Board of Directors:
Chairman /Treasurer: Joe Rapier, Parkhill, Smith & Cooper, Inc.
Secretary: Eddie McBride, Lubbock Chamber
Assistant Treasurer (ex-officio): Norma Ritz Johnson, Lubbock Chamber
Alona Beesinger
Tim Collins, Collins Stone
Jay Jacobus, Scarborough Specialties, Inc.
Jerry Kolander, McCleskey, Harriger, Brazill & Graf, LLP
Dave Marcinkowski, Madera Residential
Carlos Morales, Caprock Home Health Services, Inc.
Gabe Vitela, One Guy from Italy - 50th St.
Steve Verett, Plains Cotton Growers, Inc.
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Other Resources

Affiliated Issue Advocacy Organizations

Texas Association of Business: www.txbiz.org
U.S. Chamber of Commerce: www.uschamber.com
Ports-to-Plains Trade Corridor Coalition: www.portstoplains.com
Southwest Council of Agribusiness: www.southwest-council.com

Tracking and Researching Legislation

Texas Legislature: www.legis.state.tx.us
Thomas (Federal Legislative Information): www.congress.gov

Local Resources

To locate City Council information and agendas:

• Go to www.ci.lubbock.tx.us
• Click on the “Transparency” tab at the top of the page (4th tab from left)
• Scroll down to “Council Meeting Agendas”

To locate County Commissioner’s Court information and agendas:
•
•
•
•

Go to www.co.lubbock.tx.us
Click on the “Departments” tab at the top of the page (2nd tab from left)
Scroll over “Departments A-H” and click on “Commissioner’s Court”
Scroll down to the bullet “Agendas and Meetings”
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The
Chamber
is
courage.
We stand up for what we believe in. And we are willing to fight for what’s right, so our
businesses can grow and our community can thrive.
We fight for you at www.LubbockChamber.com

Catalyst. Convener. Champion.
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