TOUR ATTRACTIONS
Summer Palace

Situated in the western outskirts of Haidian District, the
Summer Palace is 15 kilometers (9.3 miles) from
central Beijing. Having the largest royal park and being
well preserved, it was designated, in 1960 by the State
Council, as a Key Cultural Relics Protection Site of
China. Containing examples of the ancient arts, it also
has graceful landscapes and magnificent constructions.
The Summer Palace is the archetypal Chinese garden
and is ranked amongst the most noted and classical
gardens of the world.

Originally built in 1750, the imperial garden complex
experienced several restorations and extensions throughout the late Qing Dynasty (1368 – 1644).
Garden buildings at present are the result of the restoration in 1902.

Like most garden architecture in China, the design of the Summer Palace has borrowed from nature
bringing mountains and lakes into a whole with a variety of palace buildings, temple structures and
pavilions, pagodas and other garden constructions added to create a splendid paradise.

The Great Wall

The Great Wall of China, one of the greatest
wonders of the world, was enlisted in the
World Heritage by United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
in 1987. Just like a gigantic dragon, the Great
Wall winds up and down across deserts,
grasslands, mountains and plateaus, stretching
approximately 6,700 kilometers (4,163 miles)
from east to west of China. With a history of
more than 2,000 years, some of the sections of
the great wall are now in ruins or even entirely
disappeared. However, it is still one of the most appealing attractions all around the world owing to its
architectural grandeur and historical significance.
The Great Wall of China, also known in China as the Great Wall of 10,000, is an ancient Chinese
fortification built from the end of the 14th century until the beginning of the 17th century, during the
Ming Dynasty, in order to protect China from raids by the Mongols and Turkic tribes. It was preceded
by several walls built since the 3rd century B.C. against the raids of nomadic tribes coming from areas
now in modern day Mongolia and Manchuria.
The Great Wall is one of the most magnificent ancient defense works in the world. All tourists now
know the saying, “You are not a real person until you have climbed the Great Wall.”

Ming Tombs

Located at the foot of Tianshou Mountain in
Changping District, about 50 kilometers (31
miles) northwest of the city area of Beijing,
Ming Tombs is actually a range of imperial
mausoleum constructions of thirteen of the
sixteen emperors of the Ming Dynasty (1368 –
1644). Surrounded by lofty mountain ranges,
the whole scenic area covers an area of 120
square kilometers (46 square miles) and is
reputed to be the best preserved tomb
architecture of its kind in China.
One of the more impressive sights at the Ming
Tombs is the Sacred Way. The Sacred Way runs for about a kilometer and is flanked on both sides by
carvings of human and animal figures. There are 12 large stone human figures and 24 animal figures,
all carved from single blocks of granite in 1435 during the 10th year of reign of Emperor Xuan De.

Tiananmen Square

The Tiananmen Square, in the center of Beijing,
is said to be the biggest square in the world. It is
880 meters from north to south and 500 meters
from east to west, with total area of 440,000
square meters and can hold one million people.
At the north end of the Square is Tiananmen
Tower. Initially built in 1417 during the Ming
Dynasty (1368 – 1644), the Square was the
front door of the Forbidden City. The most
important use of it in the past was to declare,
during a big ceremony to the common people, who became the emperor and who became the empress.
Until 1911 when the last feudal kingdom was over, no one could enter the Tower except for the royal
family and aristocrats.
You can visit Tiananmen Tower, Monument to the People’s Heroes, Great Hall of the People, Mao
Zedong Memorial Hall and see the national flag raising ceremony. Thousands of people come to the
Square every day. It is the must place to visit in Beijing City.

Temple of Heaven

The Temple of Heaven is a worthwhile visiting
place in Beijing. It is much bigger than the
Forbidden City and smaller than the Summer
Palace with an area of about 2,700,000 square
meters. The Temple was built in 1420 A.D.
during the Ming Dynasty to offer sacrifice to
Heaven. As Chinese emperors called themselves
‘The Son of Heaven,’ they dared not to build
their own dwelling, ‘Forbidden City’ bigger than
a dwelling for Heaven.
The Temple of Heaven is enclosed with a long
wall. The northern part within the wall is
semicircular symbolizing the heavens and the southern part is square symbolizing the earth. The
northern part is higher than the southern part. This design shows that the heaven is high and the earth
is low and the design reflected an ancient Chinese thought of ‘The heaven is round and the earth is
square.’

Palace Museum / The Forbidden
City

Lying at the center of Beijing, the Forbidden
City, called Gu Gong in Chinese, was the imperial
palace during the Ming and Qing dynasties. Now
known as the Palace Museum, it is to the north
of Tiananmen Square. Rectangular in shape, it is
the world’s largest palace complex and covers
74 hectares. Surrounded by a six meter deep
moat and a ten meter high wall are 9,999
buildings. The wall has a gate on each side.
Opposite the Tiananmen Gate, to the north is
the Gate of Devine Might (Shenwumen), which
faces Jingshan Park.
Construction of the palace complex began in 1407, the 5th year of the Yongle reign – the third emperor
of the Ming dynasty. It was completed thirteen years later in 1420. It was said that a million workers
including one hundred thousand artisans were driven into the long-term hard labor. Ancient Chinese
people displayed their very considerable skills in building the Forbidden City. Take the grand red city
wall for example. It has an 8.6 meter wide base reducing to 6.66 meters wide at the top. The angular
shape of the wall totally frustrates attempts to climb it. The bricks were made from white lime and
glutinous rice while the cement is made from glutinous rice and egg whites. These incredible materials
make the wall extraordinarily strong.

