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It is the mission of the Lemoore Chamber of Commerce to be the leader
in our community for building sustainable economic growth, advocating for a
pro-business climate and enhancing Lemoore’s working relationships with
Naval Air Station Lemoore, City, Education, Tourism, Business and Agricultural Interests.
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(559) 924-6401

Congressman David Valadao, and Angie Avila of Kings Fair
to be Honored at 2017 Kings County Salute to Ag Banquet
Lemoore/Hanford, Calif. – The Lemoore Chamber of Commerce is pleased to
announce Congressman David Valadao and Angie Avila of Kings Fair as the
honorees at the 23rd Annual Jack Stone-Kings County Salute to
Agriculture Banquet.
The Lemoore Chamber of Commerce will host the event on Friday, September 8, 2017, at the Fialho
Family Hangar in Lemoore. Congressman David Valadao will be honored as the 2017 Agriculturalist of the
Year. The Ag Supporter of the Year will be presented to Angie Avila of Kings Fair.
Congressman David G. Valadao was born and raised in Hanford, California in the center of the agriculturally rich Twenty First Congressional District. As a lifelong resident of the Central Valley, he has been active in
agriculture and dairy industry groups, as well as many local causes including Children’s Hospital Central
California, 4-H, Future Farmers of America, and various Catholic charities.
Intimately involved in the dairy industry, Valadao has taken on leadership roles within the California Milk
Advisory Board, and Western States Dairy Trade Association. In addition, he was elected as Regional
Leadership Council Chairman for Land O’ Lakes, Inc.
Congressman David Valadao is being honored for his contributions and leadership to the Dairy industry
and Kings County. With his current common sense approach he has made a significant and positive difference to the health and welfare of the agricultural industry and Kings County in General. His simple, nonegotistical approach is refreshing in this very confrontational time in our nation’s history.
Angie Avila was born into a dairy family, raised in the industry and raised her family with an appreciation for
agriculture. Employed by the Kings Fair for 30 years Angie has dedicated much of her life to promoting agriculture in the County and doing her part to increase awareness and educate Kings County to the benefits
of agriculture. In addition to managing the daily operations of the Fair, Angie works with and often volunteers with local 4-H and FFA chapters in addition to the Kings Junior Fair Board and Fair Foundation.
In addition to honoring this year’s Agriculturalist, Ag Supporter, the evening will include a hosted social,
hors d’oeuvres and dinner. Socializing begins at 6:00 p.m., dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m., followed by
the awards program at 8:00 p.m.
Sponsorship opportunities and reservations to decorate tables are being accepted. Inquiries and reservations for the event may be made by calling the Lemoore Chamber at 559-924-6401. Paid reservations received by August 25 are $75/each or a table for 8 for $500. Reservations made after August 25 will be $85
per person. Tickets will not be available at the door.

For more information about the event, please contact Brenda Martin at 559-924-6401,
or via email at events@lemoorechamber.org
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Back to School is always a busy and interesting time of year. For some, it is a time of great excitement as it brings new opportunities, new friendships and increased knowledge. For others, it can bring apprehension and the fear of change. Regardless of
where a person stands on the subject, Back to School signifies the start of a new year and new opportunities! Our amazingly
talented duo, Brenda and Brittany, recently had the opportunity to attend a Chamber conference where they were able to learn
and meet new people. And while it wasn’t officially Back to School, they both brought back with them a wealth of information
to help our Chamber grow!
Over the next few months we will be reviewing our Chamber and looking for ways to help us, like any business or organization,
grow and be the Chamber our community needs. Our audience will see updated newsletter formats that help convey, not only
our message but our members as well, without having to download lengthy documents. You will see updated E-Blasts and a
few new events for our members and our community!
Our goal is simple. Take what we have learned from the past and combined it with what we are learning to make us the Chamber Lemoore deserves. We will not settle in trying to duplicate other Chambers, but instead we will focus on what makes the
City of Lemoore so wonderful and use our resources to be a Chamber the City of Lemoore can continue to be proud of!
-Amy Ward, Interim CEO

2017 LEMOORE CHAMBER BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Executive Board
Chairman
William A. Parry: William Parry Law
Chair Elect
TBD
Vice Chair
Grace Parriera: Blue Door Massage & Spa
CFO
Jody Ruble: West Hills College Lemoore
Past Chairman
Frances Perkins: Best Western Inn & Suites

Directors
Victor Rosa: LUHSD
Michele Costa-Ruble: DaCosta Farms
Dustin Fuller: TulareLake Drainage Dist.
Deanna Patterson: Tachi Palace
Gina Arcino: Modern Broker
Sunny Law: Sushi Table Asian Bistro
Ex Officio Liaisons
Marlana Brown: NAS Lemoore
Kylie Valentino: YEA! Program Graduate

CHAMBER STAFF
Amy Ward
Interim Chief Executive Officer
ceo@lemoorechamber.org
Brenda Martin
Events Director/Office Manager
events@lemoorechamber.org
Brittany Reece
Membership Director/YEA! Program Manager
staff@lemoorechamber.org
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It is our mission here at the Lemoore
Chamber of Commerce to be the leader in
our community for building sustainable
economic growth, advocating for a
pro-business climate and enhancing Lemoore’s working relationships with Naval Air
Station Lemoore, City, Education, Tourism,
Business, and Agricultural interests. We
would not and could not live out our mission
statement if it was not for our members!
This month we are doing the Limelight a little
differently. We want to take a moment to
highlight and thank some of our longtime
members. These members not only see the
value of their membership in support of the
Chamber but they see the value it brings to
the community that they serve.
The following businesses have been
members for over

Dr. Riemer Dental Group
J.E.R. Dan Inc.
Kings Eye Center
FAST Federal Credit Union
Gary V. Burrows, Inc.
Hanford Sentinel
Lemoore Hardware
Phipps-Dale Funeral Chapel
Leprino Foods East and West
Lemoore Auto Supply
Tachi Palace Hotel & Casino
Lakeview Apartments
Billingsley Tire, Inc.
Lincoln Center Market
Newman Garcia Photographic Studio &
Gallery

Congratulations to Kings Lion Gina Arcino on being selected to receive a
Melvin Jones Fellowship from the
Kings Lions Club! This is the highest
personal recognition awarded by Lions
Clubs international! This recognition is
for her consistent dedication and significant service to the Kings Lions
Club, our Community and to Lions
Clubs International.
Gina has been a long time supporter of our Chamber and is currently
serving on our board!

PAGE 4-August 2017

The following business have been members
for over

The following businesses have been
members for over

Lemoore Van & Storage
Pereira’s Jewelry & Design
State Farm Insurance
Adventist Health
Reyna’s Restaurant
Boston House of Pizza
Foster’s Freeze
Proteus, Inc.
Brandman University
Daley Enterprises
Evangelo Seed & Farm Store
Kings County Trophy & Engraving
Lemoore Canal & Irrigation Co.
Lemoore Food Locker
Morgan and Slates Mfg. & Supply
Newton Farms
Rodrigues Pump Company
Stoney’s Sand & Gravel LLC
Lemoore Union School District
Rotary Club of Lemoore
Kings County Board of Realtors
Kiwanis Club of Lemoore
Lemoore Real Estate & Property Management
Harris Ranch Inn & Restaurant
Royal Car Care, Inc.
Blair Air & Ground Services, Inc.
Robinson’s Interior
Lemoore Union High School District
Carl Nelson Insurance Agency, Inc.
Senor Pancho’s
Advanced Pest Control

Collins Air
Kings Rehabilitation Center, Inc.
Bacome Insurance
A-1 Allstar Plumbing, Inc.
Family Eye Care
Griswold, LaSalle, Cobb, Dowd & Gin LLP
Lucky’s Mini Storage
Lemoore Odd Fellows Lodge #280
West Hills Community College
P.G.& E.
B & D Quality Cleaners
Joe Neves-Kings County Board of Supervisors
Pereira Farms
Alderwood Apartments
Dutra & Silviera Properties
Valley Gutters
Kings Dental Group
The Remington
We value each and everyone of our members and know they have the choice to invest their money elsewhere. We are honored that time after time businesses choose
to support our Chamber and what we strive
to do for our community. This great list of
long time members is a testament to years
of hard work by many people to improve
the business community, as well as the
overall quality of life here in our beautiful
town of Lemoore.

Thank you!

Congratulations to Blue Door Massage
and Spa Lemoore on celebrating their
3rd anniversary! Thank you for the
amazing service you provide our community! Keep up the great work,
ladies!
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While most businesses know
they should be
using social media for their
business many do not know
where to start. Fortune Five
Marketing lead a great lunch
time discussion on things all
businesses can do to help
create a better digital
presence online and what
Social Media platforms could
be helpful in growing their
businesses. If you missed this
lunch– do not fret, Allen will
be the Guest Speaker at our
October 11th Luncheon at
Tachi Palace!

Lunch and Learn on July 17th




Internet users have an average of 5 social media accounts
Google processes 100 Billion searches per month
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Hanford Sentinel
Julissa Zavala June 27, 2017
At its June 20 regular meeting, the Lemoore
City Council held a public hearing to discuss
the city’s master user fee schedule – like how
much a garage sale permit costs or the cost of
fingerprints at the police department – and
there are a number of proposed changes
Assistant City Manager Michelle Speer said the
city entered an agreement one year ago
with IGService — a project consulting company
— to conduct a master user fee study.
Speer said the fees are applied to services performed in every department in the city in order
to recoup costs for providing those services.
Review of various city services and fees is used
for revenue management, and also to ensure
equitable pricing for services and offerings by
the city.
Additionally, the reviews provide an opportunity for the city to analyze programs, facilities, services and add categories for new or revised offerings. If a fee for a service is not listed
on the master user fee schedule, then the city
cannot charge residents, Speer said. This is the
first time Lemoore’s master user fees are being
reviewed in many years.
For this review, Dan Bergmann of IGService
conducted a comprehensive analysis, resulting
in many substantial changes to the master user
fee schedule. Some fees have been increased
from this review, but many remain unchanged,
and some were even lowered or removed.
“This is the completion of months of effort on
the master user fees,” Bergmann said to council, adding there were around 200 services he
had to analyze.
Bergmann said most of the cost of service analysis and changes come from building permits
and inspections, and public works fees. With
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regard to the other categories — parks and
recreation, police, facilities and miscellaneous
— he said many of the fees are similar to what
they were in the previous master user fee
schedule.
“Some of the old [fees] we removed, some new
ones we added,” Bergmann said. “The fees in
these categories do not have that much of an
effect on the general fund.”
An example includes lowering the cost of a garage sale permit from $6.50 to $5. Bergmann
said this was because garage sale permits are
“not going to make that much difference,” but
the city still wants people to get a permit.
Bergmann said some of the factors he considered while analyzing the fees were whether
they are obsolete or if new fees are needed,
whether it is a public service, the level of activity the fee receives and, most importantly, the
cost of service.
There was no increase in fees for facility rental
fees, including the indoor recreation center.
The discount for nonprofit organizations actually increased to 30 percent.
An example of a new fee in the police department is a $20 fee for Livescan fingerprinting,
which was not on the master schedule before.

activity. The overall increase in revenue from
increased building permits is anticipated to be
$130,000 to $170,000 per year, Bergmann
said.
From the fees associated with the planning and
public works departments, Bergmann said he
expects a $50,000 to $100,000 per year increase in revenue for the city, which would
help with the general fund balance.
Councilman Dave Brown had a few problems
with some of the fee increases he saw, particularly the fee for a water heater replacement
increasing from $27 to $140 and roof inspections increasing from $42 to $140.
Bergmann told Brown that those particular
fees had not been increased in a long time, so
they are just catching up with current prices.
Examples of other big changes include conditional use permits for new construction increasing from $1,740 to $3,400 and lot line adjustment fees increasing from $815 to $1,700.
A new fee that was not in the previous master
user fee schedule includes commercial parcel
map review of more than four lots costing
$3,900.
The motion to approve the new master user
fee schedule was passed with a 3-2 vote, with
“yes” votes from Mayor Ray Madrigal and
Residential solar installation is one of the
Councilmembers Jeff Chedester and Holly Blair,
building project permit fees that will see a sig- and “no” votes from Councilmembers Brown
nificant increase. Bergmann told council that
and Mayor Pro Tem Eddie Neal.
revenue to the city from solar permits is the
Bergmann said there’s a provision that allows
“single largest contributor” to all the permits
for an annual cost of service increase to the
the city issues.
fees so they can increase consistently with inThe present permit fee for solar installation is flation as the years go by. Interim City Manager
$125. If the proposed master user fee schedule Nathan Olson reminded council they can alis adopted, that fee will raise to $430. The max- ways pass ordinances in the future to change
imum fee the state allows for this is $500,
fees as they see fit.
Bergmann said.
The result of the solar permit fee increasing
The next Lemoore City Council Meeting
from $125 to $430 will be an anticipated inAugust 15, 2017. To see the agenda visit:
crease of $90,000 per year based on 2016
www.lemoore.com/councilagendas.htm
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Joe Wright
Veterans Services

Mental Care Update
Update: Mental healthcare for OTH vets
In my Veterans Corner article of March 2017, I reported the Secretary of Veterans Affairs announced his intention to expand provisions for urgent mental health care needs to former service members with other-than-honorable (OTH) administrative discharges.
On June 27, 2017 Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) released
finalized plans that lay the framework for providing the aforementioned care.
This is the first time a VA Secretary has implemented an initiative
specifically focused on this group of former service members who
are in mental health distress.
“Suicide prevention is my top clinical priority,” said Secretary
Shulkin, also a physician. “We want these former service members
to know there is someplace they can turn if they are facing a mental health emergency — whether it means urgent care at a VA
emergency department, a Vet Center or through the Veterans Crisis Line.”
Effective July 5, all Veterans Health Administration (VHA) medical centers, such as the one located in Fresno, CA, will be prepared to offer emergency stabilization care for former service
members who present at the facility with an emergent mental
health need. Under this initiative, former service members with an
OTH administrative discharge may receive care for their mental
health emergency for an initial period of up to 90 days, which can
include inpatient, residential or outpatient care.
During this time, VHA and the Veterans Benefits Administration
will work together to determine if the mental health condition is a
result of a service-related injury, making the service member eligible for ongoing coverage for that condition.

The Kings County Veterans Service Office can complete the DMV
Veteran Status Verification Form for the new California Veteran
Designation on your driver’s license and also issues Veteran I.D.
cards to honorably discharged veterans. Contact Scott Holwell if
you would like to receive periodic veteran’s information by email.
There are many state and federal benefits and programs available
to veterans and their dependents. To determine if you are eligible
for any of these benefits, call or visit our office. We can and will
assist you in completing all required application forms. You can
get information on the Web from the Kings County Veterans Service Office webpage at www.countyofkings.com/vets.
Scott Holwell, retired Navy Master Chief Petty Officer, is the Veterans Service Officer for Kings County. Send your questions to the
Veterans Service Office, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd, Hanford, CA 93230;

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CANCELLED
August 1st
Next City Council
August 15th
To learn more about the City Council Meetings and see the Agendas please visit:
www.lemoore.com/councilagendas
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SUNDAY

TUESDAY

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1
Senior Center Lunch
w/ Bingo
11:30am-1pm
Lemoore Rotary Mtg
Noon-1pm
@ Skye Lemoore

FRIDAY

2
BINGO
6 pm@ Senior Center
Kings Lions Mtg
6:30pm@ Lemoore
Civic Auditorium

3
Senior Center Lunch
w/ Bingo
11:30am-1pm

SATURDAY
4

Vets/Seniors
Breakfast
7:30-9am VetsMemBldg

5
Community Swap
Meet
7am City Park

CANCELLED City Council Mtg

6
Mooney Museum
Open Noon – 3:00 p.m.

7
Lemoore Lions Mtg
7pm @ Lemoore Vets
Mem. Bldg.

8
Senior Center Lunch
w/ Bingo
11:30am-1pm
Lemoore Rotary Mtg
Noon-1pm
@ Skye Lemoore

School Begins:
JHS/LMCHS

13
Mooney Museum
Open Noon – 3:00 p.m.

9
BINGO
6 pm@ Senior Center
Kings Lions Mtg
6:30pm@ Lemoore
Civic Auditorium

10
Senior Center Lunch
w/ Bingo
11:30am-1pm

11

12

Vets/Seniors
Breakfast
7:30-9am VetsMemBldg

School Begins:
LHS

14

15

Lemoore Lions Mtg
7pm @ Lemoore Vets
Mem. Bldg.

Senior Center Lunch
w/ Bingo
11:30am-1pm

Planning
Commission Mtg
7pm @ City Hall

Lemoore Rotary Mtg
Noon-1pm
@ Skye Lemoore

16
BINGO
6 pm@ Senior Center
Kings Lions Mtg
6:30pm@ Lemoore
Civic Auditorium

17
Senior Ctr. Lunch
w/ Bingo
11:30am-1pm

18

19

Vets/Seniors
BreakFast
7:30-9am VetsMemBldg

City Council Mtg
5:30pm & 7:30pm
School Begins:
Lemoore Union
Elementary Schools

20
Mooney Museum
Open Noon – 3:00 p.m

21
Lemoore Lions Mtg
7pm @ Lemoore Vets
Mem. Bldg.

22
Senior Center Lunch
w/ Bingo
11:30am-1pm

Lemoore Rotary Mtg
Noon-1pm
@ Skye Lemoore

School Begins:
Central Union
Elementary Schools

23
BINGO
6 pm@ Senior Center

Kiwanis Club Mtg
6pm @ Train Depot

24
Senior Ctr. Lunch
w/ Bingo
11:30am-1pm

Mooney Museum
Open Noon – 3:00 p.m.

28
Lemoore Lions Mtg
7pm @ Lemoore Vets
Mem. Bldg.

29
Senior Center Lunch
w/ Bingo
11:30am-1pm
Lemoore Rotary Mtg
Noon-1pm
@ Skye Lemoore

26

Community Breakfast
8:30am Tachi Palace
Bingo Hall

Lemoore Lions
Brewfest
Lions Park 5pm-9pm

Chamber Board Mtg
4pm @ Train Depot
27

25

30
BINGO
6 pm@ Senior Center
Kings Lions Mtg
6:30pm@ Lemoore
Civic Auditorium
Legends of Lemoore
Cemetary Walk

31
Senior Ctr. Lunch
w/ Bingo
11:30am-1pm

