HEALTH CARE
Metro North members expect quality, accessible, and affordable health care that is available in our
immediate region. As our population continues to grow and the Medicaid budget expands, health care
will remain a major public policy issue.
Metro North Chamber of Commerce Recommendations:
1) Support moving the hospital provider fee from under TABOR. As fee revenues increase, its restrictions
under TABOR have detrimental effects on all areas of the state budget.
2) Prevent health care from bearing a disproportionate share of budget cuts in the upcoming 2017-18
state budget.
3) Continue to support innovative programs for mental health to help serve our state's population.
Proactive mental health programs are proven to be cost effective and beneficial to our state.
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2017 METRO NORTH CHAMBER LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
The Metro North Chamber of Commerce supports ideas, strategies and legislation that will improve
Colorado's business environment, expand economic opportunities and promote healthy, private-sector
growth. As Colorado's economy continues to grow, the Metro North Chamber of Commerce will be a
strong advocate at the Capitol to protect our current business climate and to seek legislative
opportunities to benefit its members. As such, the Metro North Chamber of Commerce urges the
Colorado Legislature to collaborate on a bipartisan basis on six important policy categories:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, URBAN RENEWAL, and CONSTRUCTION DEFECT
The Metro North Chamber of Commerce supports comprehensive economic development policies that
create opportunities for sustained growth. As urban renewal is a major public policy issue in many
communities, Colorado must balance the needs of its communities with individual property rights and
county concerns. In addition, Colorado's construction defect law has severely hampered construction of
owner-occupied, multi-unit developments and is a current impediment to home ownership along
proposed Metro Fastracks rail lines.
Metro North Chamber of Commerce Recommendations:
1. Support efforts to clarify last session’s Urban Renewal legislation. Such clarification is needed, as our
communities will continue to depend upon urban renewal to develop sustainable local economies and
generate new revenue opportunities for Colorado.
2. Continue to advocate for modification of the current construction defect law which would create the
opportunity for the development of more owner-occupied projects.
3. Support public and private partnerships to bring new businesses to Colorado and to expand existing
businesses.
4. Promote and expand tax incentives, including credits and exemptions, for business development
growth, especially for Metro North businesses.

TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE
As the Metro North region continues to grow, there are increasing needs for an efficient multi-modal
transportation network and a reliable water supply. The Metro North Chamber supports investment in
Colorado’s transportation infrastructure as it stimulates primary job growth, lays the foundation for
economic development opportunities and promotes stability within our communities.
Metro North Chamber of Commerce Recommendations:
1. Encourage the introduction and discussion of innovative legislation (including tolling and tax increment financing) that increase funding for all types of transportation and infrastructure-related projects.
2. Advocate for a general fund increase for transportation.
3. Support the general principles of the state water plan, including water storage and related infrastructure projects, but resist all inflexible state-wide mandates on local water providers.

ENERGY
The growth of Colorado's energy economy presents opportunities to enhance the state’s economic
competitiveness and to create an energy portfolio from both traditional and non-traditional fuel sources.
The Colorado Legislature must take a balanced approach toward energy policy to ensure reasonable
rates and to protect our quality of life.
Metro North Chamber of Commerce Recommendations:
1. Support statewide efforts in the development of clean coal, natural gas, wind, solar and other energy
types that make Colorado a national energy leader.
2. Through consensus and negotiation, support sensible oil and gas legislation that balances quality of
life and maintains a stable energy industry, which benefits the state’s fiscal health.
3. Resist any new energy mandates on electric cooperatives and investor-owned utilities, including
subsidies for rooftop solar customers at the expense of all other ratepayers.

STABLE REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT
The ideal regulatory environment is predictable and stable so that our businesses have the confidence to
operate and invest without fear of disruptive interference. Constant rule changes distract our businesses
from their basic, value-add operations. The businesses end up devoting their attention instead toward
economically unproductive compliance activities.
Metro North Chamber of Commerce Recommendations:
1. Continue to review existing regulations to identify redundancy, inefficiency, contradiction and/or
obsolescence.
2. Create a regulatory environment that emphasizes educational outreach, in lieu of penalties, for
first-time, non-compliant violations as long as they do not jeopardize life or safety.
3. Resist any new regulatory legislation or fees without appropriate review of need and cost of compliance.
4. Oppose any harsh workplace mandates that tend to upset the current stability of the work relationship
between employers and employee.

EDUCATION & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
The funding of K-12 education remains a major public policy issue. In addition, there are ongoing
concerns about the lack of funding and affordability of post-secondary education and training.
Metro North Chamber of Commerce Recommendations:
1. Support K-12 funding initiatives that compensate all school districts fairly, ensure accountability and
treat all taxpayers evenly without over-taxing business.
2. Advocate for higher education legislation that utilizes innovative funding sources.
3. Support legislation that keeps the Colorado Community College System, including Front Range
Community College, a high-quality, affordable option and resist any legislative directives that would
dramatically increase the cost of an education.
4. Promote legislation that provides employers an educated workforce in our growing economy.

