Family, community drives vision
for First Citizen Marty Talty
New Livonia playground began with one dream and hard work
There was no shortage of things to do for Marty Talty in 2018.
His daughter, Megan, moved into her second year of medical
school in Kansas City. His son, Tim, was married in June. An
accountant just like his father, Tim also joined the team at his
father’s firm. These were proud milestones for Marty and his
wife of 32 years, Pam.
While keeping tabs on all this family activity, he also found time
to lead the Livonia Rotary Club through the completion of a
community project that made a significant enhancement to
Livonia’s Rotary Park. Led by Talty’s vision and determination
over six years, the city has a new universally accessible
playground – a modern playscape that entertains children of all
ages and abilities.
“Marty did a masterful job of getting everyone involved in this
project,” said Ted Davis, superintendent for Livonia Parks and
Recreation. “I don’t know anyone else who could have started,
sustained and saw to completion such a project, other than
Marty Talty.”
This project is just one example of his stellar community
service, which has earned Talty the 2019 Livonia First Citizen
Award. This honor, coordinated by the Livonia Chamber of
Commerce and the Livonia Observer newspaper, has
recognized outstanding community contributions by Livonia
residents each year for five decades.

Marty Talty co-founded Kopmeyer & Talty, P.C. more than 25 years
ago and continues growing the firm as a family business.
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Madonna University and Marywood Nursing Home.
Without much fanfare, Kopmeyer and Talty made many
donations to community causes through the years,
Including as a founding member of the Livonia Public
Schools Foundation when Randy Liepa was the LPS
superintendent.
“He isn’t a talker, he is a doer,” said Liepa, now the
superintendent of the Wayne RESA intermediate school
district. “He doesn’t join organizations because it looks
good on his resume, but he does it because he loves his
community and wants to make things better.”
A family observation sparked Talty’s vision for the universal
playscape project. His nephew, Eric, grew up with Muscular
Dystrophy, yet his nephew and children played together
without any issues. After discussions with fellow Rotarians
locally and elsewhere, he decided to pursue this project in
2012.

“The more we studied the need at our schools and at the
(Livonia Family) YMCA, we realized it was needed, but the
scope had to be bigger than we could afford,” Talty said.

Marty emceed the grand opening ceremony for the universally accessible
playground in July 2018.

The Rotary Club started saving money from annual fundraisers to
generate $65,000. Talty worked with Livonia Parks and
Recreation and former State Rep. Laura Cox to secure a $300,000
grant from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality.
Then he worked with St. Mary Mercy Hospital CEO David Spivey
to garner $100,000 from the new Healthy Livonia program.

With $460,000 collected, the equipment was purchased. By
recruiting some 100 volunteers to Rotary Park to assemble the
equipment over a three-day period last spring, the Rotary Club
saved an additional $25,000 in labor costs.
“It was a dream come true,” Talty said. “It is great to see the
benefit of the playscape to the kids, but it was also incredible to
see the community involvement – especially during the
community build.”

Pictured above, Teresa, Marty, Pam, Tim and Megan Talty.

Talty bridged family and community during the playscape’s
volunteer assembly – which was the same week as Tim and
Teresa’s wedding. After three days of hard work assembling the
playscape, that Friday evening, the Talty family returned Rotary
Park for the rehearsal dinner.
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