Catalyst
The

Issue 410 | January 2019

thecolumbuspage.com
753 33rd Avenue
Columbus, Nebraska
(402) 564-2769

Preparing for 2019 Legislative Year
A new year is upon us. A new year brings new
opportunities for you to learn and have your voice
heard.
The Chamber has a number of upcoming events
where you will be able to hear from local and state
elected leaders.
Register for these events by contacting the Chamber
at 564-2769 or chamber@megavision.com.

Thank You Reception

The Legislative Committee will be hosting receptions for the Platte
County Board of Supervisors and the Columbus City Council as
a “thank-you” for the public service of these elected leaders. All
Chamber members are invited to attend.

Legislative Kick-Off Breakfast

Join the Legislative Committee of the Chamber for breakfast
with Senator Mike Moser. Get an update from our Senator on
important issues on the docket for this year’s legislative session.
Please RSVP to the Chamber office by January 18 at 564-2769 or
chamber@megavision.com.

Platte County Supervisors
Platte County Courthouse
Tuesday, January 8th, 8:30 a.m.

Monday, January 21st
7:00 a.m.
Chamber Board Room
$5.00

Northeast Nebraska Day at the Capitol
Wednesday, March 27th
Session at Capitol 2:00 p.m.
Reception: 5:30-8:00 p.m.
*Limited Event! RSVP Today!
Please specify if you would like
transportation.

Take this opportunity to meet the new and incumbent Nebraska
Senators. Prior to an evening reception, a series of educational
sessions are planned at 2:00 pm.
We will also visit all 49 Senators’ offices with our legislative
priorities.

The Chamber Thanks Our Diamond Level Members:

Follow Us!
@ColNEChamber
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2018-2019
Board of Directors
Dennis Grennan,
Chairman of the Board
Chad Dyhrkopp, ChairElect
Vanessa Oceguera,
Promotions Division
Chair
Lisa Kaslon, Community
Development Division
Chair
Sarah Pillen, Business
Development Division
Chair
Ken Curry, Internal Affairs
Division Chair
Kurt Shevlin, Treasurer
Steve Line, Past Chair
Chad Van Cleave
Sharee Jedlicka
Dr. Randy Hinze
Dr. Luke Lemke
Jake Gable
Jeff Ohnoutka
Ex-Officio Members
Mayor Jim Bulkley, City of
Columbus
Jerry Engdahl, Platte
County Supervisor
Bernie Hansen, NE Dept.
of Labor
Our Mission:
Enhancing the economic
well-being and quality of
life in the Columbus Area.
Dues include $2 per year
subscription for your
Catalyst.
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A Letter from Santa
Ho, ho, ho!Season

I would like to thank the many
contributors to the new Santa house
including Flat River Corporation - Jerry
Eisenmenger, Denny Sliva, Bill Preister,
and Ted Hastreiter, Mead Lumber –
Curtis Loosvelt, Rob’s Electric – Rob
Beiermann, Nebraska Turtle Racing,
The Bob Fischer Family, Schieffer
Signs, First Impressions, and the 2018
Leadership Columbus Class.
And of course, all the good little boys
and girls who visited me this year!
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
to all!

-Santa Claus
Industrial Leaders’ Breakfast
Open to any manufacturing or industrial
manager or owner, this event is an
opportunity for networking among our
industry leaders.
Thursday, January 17th, 7 a.m.
Wunderlich’s | 304 23rd St
Register online at www.thecolumbuspage.com.
Or 402-564-2769, chamber@megavision.com.
Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce Staff
Kara Asmus
K.C. Belitz
Bonnie Esslinger
Sandie Fischer
Deb Loseke
Eve Ortmeier
Sharyle Sands

Workforce Coordinator
President
Office Manager
Events Planner, Entrepreneur/Membership Developer
Convention & Visitors Bureau Director
Marketing Director
Vice President

Another Successful Small Business Saturday
Thank you for keeping it local!

Local shoppers continue to “buy in” to
Small Business Saturday. A phenomenal
$66,000 in Columbus Bucks went out
the door as the Chamber, local media,
and the Columbus business community
combined to kick off the 2018 Columbus
Holiday Giveaway that morning.

The free Columbus Bucks were provided
by Corporate Sponsors for the Columbus
Holiday Giveaway: Bank of the Valley,
Cornerstone Bank, First National Bank,
Great Plains State Bank, Great Western
Bank, and Pinnacle Bank. Other
sponsors include Applied Connective
Technologies, Advanced Consulting
Engineering Services, Fast Mart,
Subway, Sears Hometown Store, TC
Home Furnishings, Hometown Insurance

Agency and the Downtown Business
Association.

Participating merchants also helped
provide those Bonus Bucks, including
Ace Hardware, Valencia Boutique,
BeYoutiful Boutique & Gifts, Runza,
Barbara Jean’s, Goodwill Industries,
Urban Farm Boutique, Rexius Nutrition,

Lavender Thyme Gifts, Treasures, Harley
Davidson, Eakes Office Solutions,
Tooley Drug & Home Care, Imagine That
Scrapbooking & Gifts, Grace Jewelry,
and Market 23.
The Chamber’s Retail/Services Division
is proud of the impact of the Holiday
Giveaway on local member merchants as
those dollars go directly to members and
the local economy! They thank everyone
for making the decision to shop locally
for the holidays. Everyone that makes
that choice puts money into the local
economy, supporting your friends and
neighbors who run those stores, allowing
them to invest in local salaries, schools,
roads, and more!

President Search Taking Place
The Columbus Area Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors has begun
the search for the next President of the
organization. The Search Committee
is composed of Chairman of the Board
Dennis Grennan, Past-Chair Steve Line,
Chair-Elect Chad Dhyrkopp and Board
members Ken Curry, Lisa Kaslon and
Sarah Pillen.
The search committee is dedicated to
finding a dynamic leader, listener, and
facilitator for our organization. Grennan
said the committee has received interest
locally and regionally, and have no
concerns that this position will be very
attractive to talented professionals. He
described it as “the best local Chamber
job in Nebraska.”
The committee continues accepting
and reviewing applications. They are
planning for in-person interviews in early
January with a target date of January
21st to take a recommendation to the
Chamber’s Board of Directors.
The Board very much wants input from
members at this time of transition
regarding skills or abilities that should
be sought. Here is the job description

summary:
The President is employed by the
Board of Directors and is responsible
to the Board for planning, organizing,
supervising and administering the
Chamber of Commerce within the
policies, directives, bylaws and articles
approved by the Board. The President is
responsible for all day-to-day operations
of the Chamber including financial
operations, employment of all other
employees, developing a program of
work, and public relations within and
outside the Chamber membership.
The President shall also advise the
Board on Chamber policies, serve
as technical advisor and guide to all
committees, and keep the Board upto-date on all projects and activities
included in the Program of Work. The
President will also conduct research and
keep all Chamber staff updated through
continuing education programs.
The President must possess outstanding
written and oral communications
skills and will serve as the primary
spokesperson for the Chamber. The

president must be able to network
effectively and build coalitions among
volunteers and other groups outside the
Chamber. The President should have
good knowledge of business operations
and either possess or develop a
complete knowledge of the Columbus
area. The person must have excellent
organizational & time-management
skills, be detail-oriented, creative, and
entrepreneurial.
Anyone with questions about the
process is encouraged to contact Dennis
Grennan at
dennis.grennan@hdrinc.com.
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CPS 4th Graders Discover Careers & College
The Drive for Five initiated a new experience to 4th
grade students at Columbus Public Schools. Each
of the five grade schools traveled to the Central
Community College – Columbus campus to discover
their possible career interests, set SMART college
goals for their future, and to see first-hand what a
college campus looks like.
When students dream about the kind of future they
want, (cars, houses, pets, clothes, etc) they rarely
put it together with the careers they might have and
the ways their choices in school and their behavior
will impact them in the years to come.
If fourth grade seems early for thinking about a
career, consider how long it takes to save enough
money for college and to identify a career that will
bring you joy. Getting good grades will be important
to attaining your goals as well. It is never too early
to start planning and preparing.
The Drive for Five appreciates the partnership
with Columbus Public Schools, the UNL Extension
Office, Central Community College and several area
businesses, all of whom helped to make this event
a reality.

Job Shadow Experience for Area Students
Chad Van Cleave has been an active and engaged
leader, developing a new job shadowing program
that is being offered to high school students across
the community. We have an enthusiastic group of
individuals who’ve developed a format for exposing
students to careers, connecting them to jobs in our
community, and fostering potential mentorships for
the students in the future.
The program has been tested on ten students and
all job shadows have taken place at Columbus
Community Hospital. The students can select a
career track from business, childcare, information
systems, or health sciences. They are then able to
follow multiple professionals in their jobs so they
learn whether that career is going to be a good fit for
4

them. It is just as beneficial to the student to learn
that they have chosen the wrong career interest,
and we can redirect them into something they can
picture themselves doing in their future.
The committee is refining the process of enrolling
and leading students, and they will soon be inviting
additional businesses to bring students into their
own buildings. Watch for more information in the
spring about PATH – Providing Avenues Toward
Hometown Experiences.

Successful 2018, Bright 2019

Looking back on last year, and looking forward to the New Year

We have put into the books
another good year for Columbus,
Nebraska. 2018 saw its share
of successes, but also laid the
foundation for an exciting 2019 in
Columbus!
Cutting the ribbon on the 3rd
Avenue viaduct was quite the
milestone for our community.
Columbus has been talking about
the need for a 2nd viaduct for
well over a half-century, so this
was a long time coming…to say
the least. Numerous people put
in plenty of work over the past
several years to reach the point
of cutting the ribbon and driving
over the structure this last fall.
Also in the transportation realm,
another segment of the Highway
30 Expressway is open and work
has begun on the next.
The outlook for housing
in Columbus changed
dramatically in 2018.
This is one instance of
laying the foundation
for work that’s really
going to take off in the
new year, so while the
building reports for the

city won’t look much different for
last year, they will be noticeably
different in 2019! Conservatively,
400 new residential doors
are on the way in the next two
years, and that’s going to finally
change the status of housing
shortages in Columbus after
years of discussing the problem.
Columbus will likely make as big a
percentage change (or bigger) in
the local housing inventory as any
Nebraska community in the new
year.
The beginning of re-development
of the former Wal-Mart property
was another significant step. The
project will be one of the largest
commercial redevelopments in
Columbus’ history and certainly
the largest that’s been done west
of 33rd Avenue. And this isn’t the

only project bringing new retail
and restaurants to Columbus
today, which is always of interest
to residents.
2018 saw the successful
transition of the “Something
Good Columbus” brand from an
internal tool to something used to
reach our target market outside
the city’s borders. The brand
was a strong platform from which
google campaigns were launched
in targeted markets around
the Midwest that resulted in a
noticeable uptick in interest in
careers in Columbus from people
in those places. The Chamber is
very optimistic about the impact
in Columbus of the combination
of these marketing efforts and
the new housing options to drive
growth.
There is no question
that Columbus has
a lot happening and
expectation of even
more in the new year.
The Chamber will be
ready and willing to be a
catalyst for this work in
2019!
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2019 Rural Recognition Banquet
The Chamber Agribusiness Committee will this
year celebrate the 51st Annual Rural Recognition
Banquet on March 19th.
The Agribusiness Committee is seeking
sponsorship to help defray the cost of the
banquet. This is one of the committee’s most
visible ways to recognize the importance of
agriculture in our region.
Your dollars are used to pay for scholarships
to Ag Programs at Central Community College
- Columbus Campus as well as meals for
the honorees, their families and area farmers.
Sponsors receive tickets to the banquet in
conjunction with their level of sponsorship and will
be mentioned in all print advertising.
Tickets will be available at the Chamber office. Area

farmers’ tickets are complimentary, but they must
have a ticket to attend.
If you are willing to help sponsor the Rural
Recognition Banquet, please call Sandie at the
Chamber office at 564-2769 or email
sandief@megavision.com.

November Investments
We thank our members for their membership investment.
Abel, Inc., Mark Lindhorst
ADM Alliance Nutrition, Darin Sigler
Ameriprise Financial Services, Sam Hogeland
Arc of Platte County, Tammy Augustine
AYSO Columbus, Katie Gassmann
Beard - Warren Heating & Air Conditioning,
Tim Warren
Behlen Mfg. Co., Phil Raimondo
Columbus General Surgery, Ron Ernst, M.D.
Columbus Hydraulics, Brian Sucha
Columbus Outlaws Baseball, Ted Hostetler
Columbus United Federal Credit Union,
Brian Christensen
Corner Stop, Jed Brunken
Design Team, Joyce Thompson
Double Dutch Dairy, Todd Tuls
Ferguson Properties, Jamie & W.M. Ferguson
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Great Plains Safety & Health Org., Kelsey Morgan
Green, Robert, Numismatist
Jay’s Body Shop, Jamie Eickmeier
Kallweit Farms, Leroy & Kevin Kallweit
Lindsay Corporation, Greg Oswald
Lotto Nebraska, Paul Schumacher
Marathon Press, Tony Maxey
Midwest Machine & Tool, Lowell Jepsen
Nebraska Electric G & T Co-Op, Bruce Pontow
Nebraska Safety Council, Terry Holt
Northwestern Mutual, Nathan Karges
Pella Window Store, Jerry Nauenburg
Reeder’s 11th Street Grub & Pub,
Cory & Keri Reeder
Super Cuts, Barnes Family Group, Jennifer Golden
Wurdeman, Gail

December Commodore Calls

Columbus Arts Council, Member Visit, Dianna McElfresh,
Linda Wheatley, Steve Sorensen and Commodore Lynda
Lemp

Market 23, Member Visit, Monica Dush, Shirley Enquist,
Doris Lux, Mickey Leptak, Annette Hellbusch, Sharon
Oltmer, Monica Veik and Skipper Sandi Meays

Good Guys Roofing, New Member, Dan Gaskin, Larry
Korth and Skipper Sandi Meays

Evan Trofholz Grounds Care, New Member, Evan Trofholz
and Skipper Sandi Meays

Would you like the Commodores to
visit your business or organization?
Contact Sharyle Sands for
information about lining up a visit
at 564-2769
or ssands@megavision.com.
The Commodores are a volunteer
group of the Chamber that help
welcome and celebrate our
members!
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January 2019 Calendar of Events
Dec. 31 & Jan. 1
CHAMBER CLOSED - NEW YEAR’S
8
Business, Industry, & Education Meeting
Chamber		
8
County Board Thank-You Reception
Platte County Court House		
9
Quality of Life Centers
Chamber
9
Entrepreneurship
Chamber
10 Housing
Chamber
15 Finance
Chamber
15 Commodore Call
Promedcare
15 Columbus Days
Chamber
16 Admirals
Picket Fence Cafe
17 Industrial Leaders Breakfast
Wunderlich’s
17 Transportation
Ramada
21 Legislative Kickoff Breakfast
Chamber
21 Engaging Diversity
Chamber
21 Board of Directors
Chamber
25 Agribusiness
Stack ‘N Steak
31 Networking Breakfast
Chamber

Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce
753 33rd Ave.
Columbus, NE 68601-6427
402.564.2769 Fax: 402.564.2026
chamber@megavision.com
www.thecolumbuspage.com
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8

7:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
7:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
7:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
7:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.

