www.gordonchamber.org

NEWS OF THE GORDON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
“Making Gordon County a Better Place to Live, Work and Play”

June 2015
Volume 46 No 6

George Chambers Resource Center Sponsors Booster Breakfast
Guest Speakers: Mary Barclay and Brandy McConnell
Friday, June 26 @7:30 a.m. at GNTC Calhoun Campus
Register online at www.gordonchamber.org/events

The George Chambers Resource Center, Inc. (GCRC), a local non-profit agency which provides services and
supports to individuals with developmental disabilities, will sponsor the Chamber’s June 26th Booster Breakfast.
A recent recipient of a Department of Community Affairs Community Development Block Grant, GCRC will soon
break ground on an employment and community services employment training area, which will house a theater,
non-perishable goods grocery, banking and postal center, culinary kitchen and restaurant, as well as a driver
simulation area. GCRC provides support and services through contracts with the Department of Behavioral Health
and Developmental Disabilities, the Department of Community Health, and the Department of Human Services.
Mary Barclay serves as the CEO with GCRC. She received her BA from the State University of West Georgia and
her MS from Capella University. She also attended the University of Tennessee where she completed an Interpreter
Training Program and became fluent in American Sign Language. Barclay’s experiences in the field of disabilities
began in 1993 when she completed her work at the University of Tennessee and began working in a post-secondary
educational system as an Interpreter for the Deaf in the Disabilities Support Department. After earning her degree,
Barclay began providing services to individuals with developmental disabilities as the Program Director for
Haralson Progressive Industries. She also has worked with the State of Georgia in the Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental Disabilities as the Provider Development Director and supervised all developmental
disabilities providers in Georgia. While working for the State of Georgia, she also served on multiple committees
and provided expertise for the creation and implementation of policies that provided advocacy and support for
individuals and providers of developmental disabilities services. Mary has three adult children and lives in Bremen,
Georgia with her fourth and youngest child, Kati.
Brandy McConnell serves as the Program Services Director with GCRC. Joining the GCRC family in August of
2002, she has extensive experience in all aspects of the organization. She has provided support as an Instructional
Aide, CNA, Supportive Employment Specialist, and Program Coordinator. She now oversees all programs under the
Federal/State Medicaid Waivers and State Funded Programs. She is currently enrolled at Shorter University. Raised
in Bartow County, McConnell now resides in Calhoun, Georgia with her three children.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Cheyenne’s Boutique
Sherry Thomason, Owner
204 South Wall Street
Calhoun, GA 30701
706-403-6501
https://www.facebook.com/
Cheyennesboutique15
On the Bayou
Alan Piacenza, CEO
165 Outlet Center Drive
Calhoun, GA 30701
706-602-2399

The Rusted Nail
Jeffrey Burke, Owner
289 Pine Chapel Road
Calhoun, GA 30701
706-629-2226
www.therustednail.com

"Marketing Your Business”
Workshop Seminar
June 19, 2015
It is essential that you successfully
brand your company, as well as
differentiate and position yourself in the
marketplace. Attend this seminar and
learn what’s hot, what gets customers in
the door, how to make the sale, and how
to keep them coming back – without
spending a small fortune!
Kinsey Terry
706.622.2006
UGA Seminar at:
Goodwill Training Center
154 Hicks Drive
Rome, GA 30161
$69 Per Person
Discounts Available

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

Calhoun Commercial Construction
Dalton Box
Dr. Mike Davis
Financial Directions
Goodwill of North Georgia
Invista Travel
Killian Clark Partnership, Architects
M & S Logistics, Inc.
Magic Maids
Precision Service, Inc.
Ricky L. Smith Construction, LLC
Rome News Media Group “Calhoun Times”
Tuftstore.com, Inc.

The Gordon County Chamber of Commerce presented a ribbon cutting
for Crowley Drug Co. on May 28, 2015. Located at 1201 Dews Pond
Road, Suite 2, Calhoun, GA 30701, the new pharmacy is owned and
operated by Will Crowley. Visit them online at www.crowleydrug.com
or call them at 706.979.2400--their phone number is displayed on the
pharmacy’s delivery vehicle, which you will see zipping all over CalhounGordon County. Chamber President Kathy Johnson addressed the crowd
inside the store and then the group moved outside for photographs.
2015 GACCE Executive Leadership Conference
The GACCE Executive Leadership Conference is designed
to teach Chamber Executives new ways to solve management
problems, to motivate people, and to increase their knowledge
in order to become more effective in developing their local
communities. Chamber President Kathy Johnson will attend.

			

Check out our newest billboard on Interstate 75!

Sarah Husser
CVB Director

Dixie Highway 90-Mile Yard Sale
This year marks the 100th anniversary of the Dixie Highway and the ninth year of the Dixie
Highway 90-Mile Yard Sale. This “American Picker style” yard sale is held annually the first full
weekend in June throughout northwest Georgia's Old Dixie Highway. In addition to Resaca and
Calhoun, sales take place in Ringgold, Tunnel Hill, Rocky Face, Dalton, Adairsville, Cassville,
Cartersville, Emerson, Acworth, and Kennesaw. Yard sale hours vary, but most sales are open daily
from 7 a.m. to dusk.
The Dixie Highway 90-Mile Yard Sale was chosen NO.3 in “Reader’s Favorites Miles-Long Yard
Sales” in the Spring 2013 edition of Flea Market Style magazine. The Dixie Highway 90-mile Yard
Sale was created in 2006 to celebrate the simpler times and historic communities along the Dixie
Highway in northwest Georgia.
In 2007, the Georgia Dixie Highway Association and Arcadia Publishing produced a souvenir book,
North Georgia’s Dixie Highway, that features more than 200 early photographs and memories of
the Dixie Highway. The book is available for purchase for $20 at the Gordon County Chamber/
Convention & Visitors Bureau. Join the yard sale fun! For more information, visit www.
olddixiehighwayyardsale.com.
The Night the Lights Came On in Georgia!
The City of Calhous placed LED lights on
the entrance and exit ramps at Exit 312 of
Interstate 75 in an effort to enhance safety and
draw travelers into town. These are the first
to be installed in the state and were funded by
increased hotel-motel tax revenues.

Follow the Leaders......

Chamber Hosts Regional Events
The Gordon County Chamber of Commerce hosted
back-to-back regional events in May, beginning
with the Electric Cities of Georgia/MEAG Power
Economic Development Bus Tour followed by the
Georgia Association of Chamber of Commerce
Executives’ (GACCE) Regional Road Show. The
activities drew a large number of executives and
economic development professionals to CalhounGordon County.

“GACCE was pleased to hold one of our three
Regional Road Shows in Gordon County last month
Hosting over 20 chamber professionals from
across the region, the Gordon County Chamber’s
facility was perfect for our needs, and we were
excited to showcase the facility to our peers.”
--Tiffany Fulmer Ott
GACCE Executive Director

“We are pleased that Calhoun-Gordon County was
included in both of these regional events and were
happy to have economic development professionals
and Chamber Executives and representatives from
all across North Georgia in our community,” said
Chamber President/CEO Kathy Johnson. “We
always welcome the opportunity to share the
many wonderful things happening here but we
were especially pleased to have guests from these
particular business sectors.” (See TOUR next
page)

The ECG/MEAG Power Economic Development
Bus Tour included a number of professionals
representing the Georgia Department of Economic
Development, Georgia Department of Community
Affairs and Electric Cities of Georgia, as well as
engineers, surveyors, marketing specialists and
industrial realtors. Calhoun-Gordon County was
one of only six Georgia locations included in the
tour.

Economic Dev

elopment

The tour bus carrying twenty-five guests arrived
mid-afternoon and was welcomed by Kathy
Johnson, Jim Mathews, Vice-Chair of the
Development Authority of Gordon County, City of
Calhoun Mayor Jimmy Palmer, and Gordon County
Administrator John King during a brief meet-andgreet. Welcoming remarks were followed
by a community presentation by Johnson. As the presentation concluded, local hosts and the travelling group
boarded the bus for the physidcal tour, which included a number of properties.
Mayor Palmer’s focus during the tour itself was on the recently renovated Cherokee Mill Lofts, an apartment
complex developed from the renovation of the O’Jay Mills plant. The construction and renovation project was
funded by a Community Development Block Grant and tax credits. Palmer shared with the group how pleased the
City of Calhoun was to see the declining industrial property converted into a thriving residential complex providing
quality housing for low to moderate income families.

..........Out and About

The mission of the Existing Industries and
Human Resources Committee is to assist
existing industries by providing information,
education and resources and to work with other
committees and the community to provide
industry input and support for community
initiatives.
Jeff Briggs, Committee Chair
Mohawk Industries

Shane Watson, Vice-Chair
Apache Mills

Existing Industries Committee Welcomes Mr. Lee Jones
Regional Executive and Senior Officer
Nashville Office, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta
Special Guest Speaker at Annual State of Industry Event
The Existing Industries Committee will present its annual event on
August 14, 2015 at the GNTC Calhoun Campus. The breakfast will
begin at 7:30 a.m. and is free to Chamber members. Mr. Lee Jones
will represent the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta as guest speaker at
the eevent.
Jones is regional executive and senior officer of the Nashville Branch
of the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta. He is responsible for the
Branch’s Board of Directors, oversees Nashville’s economic and
financial education programs, and provides regional input into the
Atlanta Fed’s monetary policy process.
Jones’ primary role is being the “face of the Federal Reserve” in the branch’s region, which consists
of Middle and East Tennessee. In this capacity, he represents the Fed in developing relationships and
organizing and participating in activities throughout the region designed to gather both quantitative
data and anecdotal “grassroots” information on economic conditions. Lee and others on his team are
also actively involved in outreach activities to promote economic development, economic education
and financial literacy in schools and communities throughout the region.
Lee began his career with the Fed in 1980 at the Bank’s headquarters in Atlanta. Since that time he
has held a variety of positions with the Bank including at the Bank’s branch offices in Birmingham,
Alabama; Jacksonville, Florida and twice in Nashville, Tennessee. Lee returned to Nashville to
assume his current responsibilities in 2008.
Lee earned a bachelor of science degree in mass communications and
a master of arts degree in economics from Virginia Commonwealth
University in Richmond. He presently serves on the Board of Trustees
of the Metropolitan Nashville United Way and on the Advisory Board
of the Tennessee State University School of Business, Department of
Economics and Finance.
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ABOUT THE FED
The Federal Reserve Bank, which
serves as the central bank of the
United States, is headquartered in
Washington, D.C. Janet Yellon is the
bank’s chair. Yellon also chairs the
Federal Open Market Committee
(FOMC), which is responsible
for setting the policy interest rate,
which affects the banking system
and ultimately the entire financial
industry.
The FED sets the country’s monetary
policy, regulates and supervises the
banking system and operates the
nationwide payment system.
Twelve district banks, including
Atlanta’s, carry out Federal Reserve
policy and conduct economic
research.
The FED has 20,000 employees,
including Washington and district
bank staffs.
The Atlanta bank manages the
Federal Reserve part of the payment
system--check processing and a
form of electronic funds transfer
call ACH, or automated clearing-

house, used by many banks for
small-ticket transfers like payroll
direct deposit. Millions of checks
are cleared each day.

Gordon County Chamber of Commerce
Golf Tournament
Wednesday, September 23rd, 2015

Fields Ferry Golf Club

Check –in & Lunch – 11:00 a.m.
Tee Time – 11:30 a.m.
Tournament Details
September 23, 2015
11:00 a.m. Check-in & Lunch
11:30 a.m. Tee Time
Awards
Cash Awards presented to 1st,
2nd and 3rd place winners in
each flight
Chamber of Commerce Contact
Kim Gallman
Phone (706) 625-3200
or kgallman@gordonchamber.org

Sponsorship level:

______________ Gold

$1500

______________ Silver $1000
______________ Bronze $ 500
______________ Hole

$ 250

______________ Team $ 500
Name: ________________________________________________
Company: _____________________________________________

Return form and payment to:
Gordon County Chamber of
Commerce
Attn: Kim Gallman
300 South Wall Street
Calhoun, GA 30701
Directions to
Fields Ferry Golf Course:
From I-75, take exit 315 and go
east on Red Bud Road
approximately 4.5 miles.
Turn left onto Hunts Gin Road go
1 mile. Fields Ferry Drive will be
on your left.
Fields Ferry Golf Course
581 Fields Ferry Drive, NE
Calhoun, GA 30701
(706) 625-9001

Address: ______________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________
Player 1 (Team Captain) __________________________________
Player 2 _______________________________________________
Player 3 _______________________________________________
Player 4 _______________________________________________

Check enclosed for $___________
Credit Card Payment: Visa, MasterCard, Discover (Circle one)
Card Number:_________________________________________Expiration:_____________
Security Code (from back of card)_______________ Amount: ___________________

Gordon County Chamber of Commerce
Golf Tournament
Wednesday, September 23rd, 2015

Fields Ferry Golf Club

Check –in & Lunch – 11:00 a.m.
Tee Time – 11:30 a.m.
Return Registration Form and Fee to the Gordon County Chamber of Commerce
Proceeds support scholarships for local high school students and Chamber projects

---------------------------------------------------------Sponsors Receive:

Corporate Gold Sponsor

Gold $1500
Primary Logo Promotion
Newsletter Promotion
Radio Promotion
Newspaper Promotion
Digital Sign Promotion
Tournament Banner

Corporate Silver Sponsors

Sign at hole

Bronze Sponsors

Silver $1000
Secondary Logo Promotion
Newsletter Promotion
Radio Promotion
Newspaper Promotion
Tournament Banner
Sign at hole

Hole Sponsors

Bronze $500
Logo Promotion
Newsletter Promotion
Newspaper Promotion
Tournament Banner
Sign at hole

Teams

Hole Sponsor $250
Newsletter Promotion
Radio Promotion
Newspaper Promotion
Sign at hole

Calhoun City/ Gordon County Schools
Georgia Northwestern Technical College

Teams $500
Golf Goodies
Newsletter Promotion
Sign Up Today!
kgallman@gordonchamber.org
(706) 625-3200

Closest to the Pin

Longest Drive

Food Processing Huge in Georgia
Everybody knows how important food is in the South. It’s a
vital part of the southern tradition, inexorably connected with
hospitality and lovely summer lunches served on beautifully
decorated porches by gracious hostesses with charming drawls.
Fresh fruits and vegetables purchased from local farmers’ markets
or harvested from family gardens often grace those tables.
Food also means business in Georgia: serious business. Poultry
alone makes up 35% of the state’s overall food processing industry
and other numbers are even more interesting! (See box below)

Food Processing By The Numbers
Food processing expansions or new locations 2010-2014: 96
New jobs announced by food processing companies 2010-2014:
8,800
Gross state product by food processors 2014: $10.5 billion
Number of food processing companies 2014: 652
Food processing industry employment 2014: 65,740

Did you know that Gordon County has a large food
processing plant? Can you name it?

Georgia’s food processing industry
is simmering with opportunity.
Spurred by proximity to abundant
locally grown products, transportation
systems, affordable sites, a talented
workforce and a smorgasbord of
economic concessions, Georgia is a
ripe market for food and beverage
companies. So it’s no surprise that
food processing is the state’s leading
manufacturing employment sector.
More than 650 food-processing
companies are located in Georgia.
Many of them have headquarters
here and produce well-known
food and beverage brands that
are sold internationally. Moody’s
Economy.com predicts Georgia’s
food processors will contribute
$12.7 billion to the GSP (gross
state product) in 2015. That
number will grow to $14.5
billion by 2020, with an expected
employment of 68,000 workers.
Ellen Berman
Georgia Trend

Local Farmers’ Markets Open!

Gordon County Unveils New System Logo
Over a year ago, a committee of Gordon County Schools’ stakeholders was invited to participate in a
discussion concerning the need to re-brand the school district to reflect the changes in education and the
work that the system has put into school improvement and student achievement in the last several years. The
committee consisted of employees from departments all over the system- teachers, administrators, clerical,
cafeteria, maintenance/custodial, community, business, parents, counselors, media specialists- and all schools
within the system.
The formation of this committee followed
meetings conducted by a focus group
concerning the impression students
had of the current marketing materials.
Presently, there are many different
images that represent the district, and
the committee recognized the need for a
common image that could be utilized to
reflect a current, innovative, and
cohesive mission.
Following a tedious decision-making process, the images were narrowed down to a few choices. Those
choices were then shared with the system governance team, as well as the Board of Education. Three
versions of the image that was settled upon by these groups were then emailed to the entire staff of Gordon
County Schools to ask them to vote on which one they felt would best accomplish the goal. The result of
the vote identified the image chosen to represent the work the employees do in the district’s schools and
with its students. This is the first step in a re-branding campaign for the district that will begin this summer.

2015 Scholarship Recipients Named
Calhoun High School

Registration open for the “Every
Hero Has a Story” Summer Reading
Program 2015 at Calhoun-Gordon
County Library. Call 706.624.1456
for more information.

Georgia Cumberland Academy

There is something for every age
group!

Sonoraville High School

Jeanna Schrimsher
Aaryn Drapiza

Gordon Central High School

Fabiloa Lozano

Jordan Baumgardner

Suzanne Roberts Named
Downtown Development Director

House Bill 170 Signed
In early May at Liberty Plaza,
Gov. Nathan Deal signed into law
HB 170, legislation that addresses
Georgia’s critical transportation
infrastructure needs. The legislation
is based off recommendations
from the Joint Study Committee
on Critical Infrastructure Funding,
which was tasked with identifying
funding solutions for Georgia's
transportation needs. The new law
will generate almost $1 billion in
new transportation funding annually.

Governor Nominates Robyn A. Crittendon as
Commissioner of the Department of Human Services
Subject to Board Approval July 2015
Gov. Nathan Deal announced that he has nominated Robyn A. Crittenden, executive vice president and chief
operating officer for the Georgia Student Finance Commission, to succeed Keith Horton as commissioner
of the Department of Human Services. Horton will assume the role of assistant commissioner for the
Department of Juvenile Justice.
“The Department of Human Services has remained vital to the health and well-being of thousands of
Georgia families for decades,” said Deal. “Robyn brings with her years of experience that will allow her to
confidently and effectively lead the department in its mission to empower Georgians through its services. I
appreciate her willingness to take on this new, exciting challenge, and I thank Commissioner Horton for his
leadership as he continues to serve our state.”
Crittenden’s appointment is subject to approval by the Department of Human Services Board and would take
effect July 1.
Crittenden is the executive vice president and chief operating officer of the Georgia Student Finance
Commission. Prior to her current position, Crittenden worked as the general counsel at Morehouse College,
the executive vice president and general counsel at the Georgia Student Finance Commission and the
assistant vice chancellor of Legal Affairs-Contracts for the Board of Regents of the University System of
Georgia. She was also an assistant county attorney in DeKalb County and an associate at the law firm of
Powell, Goldstein, Frazer & Murphy. Crittenden received a bachelor’s degree from Yale University and a
law degree from the University of Michigan School of Law. She has one child and resides in Tucker.

KEEP IT IN
THE COUNTY
There’s more than one way to stop traffic
MEMBER FDIC

Northwest Georgia
Regional Fair

K
AT RA 706.602.2244

C H A M B E R

C A L E N D A R

Friday, June 12
Marketing & Bus. Dev.
12:00 noon

Friday, July 3
Chamber Closed
Happy Independence Day!

Monday, June 15
Community & Govt. Affairs
12:00 noon

Monday, July 06
Young Professionals
12:00 noon

Tuesday, June 16
Chamber Executive Board
12:00 noon
Tourism
12:00 noon

Friday, July 10
Marketing & Bus. Dev.
12:00 noon

Thursday, June 18
Board of Directors
8:00 a.m.

Tuesday, July 14
Chamber Executive Board
12:00 noon

2015 EXECUTIVE BOARD
Raina Sanford, Chair
Gordon Hospital
Chrissy Bryant, Vice-Chair
Tai Ping Carpets Americas
Robert Mathews, Secretary-Treasurer
Starr-Mathews Agency
David Repp, Past Chair
Mohawk Industries

2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jeff Briggs, Mohawk Industries
Kristy Stoner Brown, Greater Community Bank

Tuesday,June 23
Development Authority
12:00 noon

Thursday, July 16
Board of Directors
8:00 a.m.
Ambassadors
12:00 noon

Thursday, June 25
Existing Industries
12:00 noon

Monday, July 20
Community & Govt.Affairs
12:00 noon

Pete McDonald, Georgia Northwestern Technical College

Friday, June 26
Booster Breakfast
7:30 a.m.
GNTC Calhoun

Peter Coombe, Calhoun City Schools
David Konter, Santek Waste Services
Jim Ledbetter, Gordon County Attorney
Amanda Ruddell, North Georgia National Bank
Justin Timms, Gordon County Schools
Kim Townsend, Calhoun Recreation Department
Shane Watson, Apache Mills
Michael Wilson, Georgia Bank & Trust
Paul Worley, City of Calhoun

In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States of America,
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one
people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with
another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate
and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that
they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
Preamble
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.
That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, That
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these
ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to
institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles
and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will
dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for
light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn,
that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable,
than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are
accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations,
pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them
under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off
such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.

