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Who’s There?
A Backyard Biological Survey
Inspires and Informs an
Adirondack Nature Writer
Author, naturalist, guide, photographer, and
videographer Edward Kanze is a 1978 graduate of
Middlebury College, Vermont. He earned a B.A. in
Geography and won the Bermas Prize for highest
departmental honors. In April, 2005, at the
American Museum of Natural History in New York,
Ed’s essay about the passenger pigeon, “In Search Of
Something Lost,” was named by the John
Burroughs Association as the Outstanding
Published Natural History Essay of 2004. The
Burroughs awards, bestowed annually at the
American Museum of Natural History in New York,
are one of America’s highest honors in naturewriting. The same essay earned a gold medal in
environmental writing by the International
Regional Magazine Association. Ed, his wife,
Debbie, and children Ned and Tasman, live on the
Saranac River in New York’s six million acre
Adirondack Park.

Mr. Kanze describes the scope of his speaking
presentation as, “Shakespeare opened Hamlet with
“Who’s there?” Those words form a perfect introduction
to the backyard biological survey that nature writer and
Adirondack guide Ed Kanze and his wife, Debbie, launched
on their eighteen acres in far northern New York in the late
winter of 2000. They’ve been at it ever since, identifying
everything from trilliums to tardigrades and working with
scientist friends to distinguish the rare and the obscure.
The scope of the project is epic, the prospect of
completion utterly hopeless, yet the work goes on, and so
does the fun and learning that goes with it. Ed will share
discoveries through stories and his color photographs,
and he’ll discuss how the survey has inspired and
informed his nature writing and allowed his children to
grow up on a diet of almost daily scientific discovery.”
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