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“A few of Nick’s
favorite things . . .”

Get to Know our New 2018 Chair, Nick Chubb of Cabinets rRr Us.

A Message From The Chair Of The Board

Happy New Year!
Last month Bill Roberts’ last Coastline message was
titled ‘A Year Goes By Too Quickly’. I’ve heard
every Chair say that since I joined the Chamber
11 years ago. I have to tell you, it’s the same thing
as Chair-Elect! After Bowlegs in June, we started
working on board nominations. Suddenly Eppi was
reminding me to start my first Coastlines Message,
and we had just had Halloween!

Greater Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce

ON THE COVER. The Chamber team would like to welcome Nick Chubb
as the new Chairman of the Board. His leadership will be a beacon
through the new year of 2018 as we build friendships and grow our businesses through the many opportunities offered through the Chamber.

JANUARY HIGHLIGHTS

See a complete January events calendar on page 13.
Find all Chamber events at www.FWBChamber.com

First Friday Coffee

5 |Friday 7:00 a.m.

Annual Installation and Award Ceremonies

Sponsored by Vensure Employer Services
First Baptist Church Christian Life Center
21 First St., SE, Fort Walton Beach
Reserved tables available at FWBChamber.com

Nothing But Networking

|Thursday 11:30 a.m.
11
Rockin’ Tacos RSVP - $15 at FWBChamber.com

Winter Guest Fest

|Friday 8:00 a.m. - Noon
12
Presented by ResortQuest
by Wyndham Vacation Rentals
Emerald Coast Convention Center

Business After Hours

|Thursday 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
18
Emerald Coast Science Center
31 SW Memorial Pkwy, FWB

Chamber Staff
President/CEO
Ted Corcoran, IOM

Information Specialist
Dayna Stinebiser

Director of Operations
Seth Luttrell

Director of Accounting
Chrissy Flanigan

Director of Marketing/PR
Eppi Azzaretto

Membership Specialist
Camille Webster

Director of Special Events
Rachelle Graves, IOM

Invaluable Volunteer
Patricia Payne

For those that don’t know me, let me share my
background with you. I have been a Cinco Bayou
Councilman since 2006. I have served on the Okaloosa County League of Cities Board since 2007.
I joined the Chamber the year after I moved to
Nick Chubb
Cinco Bayou (2006). I chaired Government Affairs,
Chair of the Board
Environmental and several other committees over
the years. I was asked to serve on numerous special task forces and adhoc
committees, including RESTORE and Triumph Gulf Coast. I started Cabinets
RRR Us in 2007 to assist condo owners with kitchen and bath updating at a
reasonable price. My wife, Janet, is a professor in the UWF graduate Nurse
Executive program.
I know this year will fly by way too quickly. We have a lot of things that will affect our community that need to be addressed in 2018. I will discuss most of
them in the coming months in Coastlines and other media. My tag line for this
year is “Building Bridges For Our Community”. No, Brooks Bridge isn’t starting
this year, but we do have more work to do. The Bridges refers to my focus of
trying to get a consensus for issues/topics that impact our community. The
Chamber is a member-driven organization. Our members live, work and play
in our community. If our community, municipalities, county and our citizens
can come together on the major issues facing Okaloosa County our towns,
businesses and Chamber members will achieve objectives more efficiently.
We have learned from our work with FDOT and our state representatives that a
divided front will not get attention (money). So let’s start the year with a new
perspective and a collaborative effort on the projects and issues important to
the future of our Community. Let’s start Building Bridges for many Happy New
Years!

Nick Chubb
Your 2018 Chair
Building Bridges For Our Community

Coastlines is a publication of the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of
Commerce located at 34 SE Miracle Strip Pkwy., Fort Walton Beach, Florida
32548. Ph 850.244.8191 Fax 850.244.1935.
Submit information to Eppi Azzaretto at eppi@fwbchamber.org
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2017 CHAMBER LEADERSHIP TEAM
Executive Committee
Nick Chubb|Cabinets RRR Us
Chair of the Board

Matt Turpin |Carr, Riggs & Ingram
2019 Chair of the Board-Elect

Bill Roberts | Barnes Insurance and Financial Service
Immediate Past Chair

Tammy McGaughy | Warren Averett
Treasurer

Stephen Smith | The Petermann Agency
Section Chair - Professional Development

Mark Hamrick | Business Interiors
Section Chair/Community

Vince Mayfield | Bit-Wizards

Section Chair/Business to Business

Oxana Solovieva | OxanaSol Commercial Real Estate
Section Chair/Networking

Board of Directors Term 2018-2020
Steve Baxter

Heather Ruiz

Kim Denman

Vicki Tarro

Mark Hamrick

Donna Tashik

Vince Mayfield

Term 2017-2019 Term 2016-2018
Jason Floyd
Olen Holsten
Leslie Moland
Patricia Payne
Oxana Solovieva
Tracy Stage
Diane Winnemuller

Charlotte Bergman
Nick Chubb
Ken Hair
Bernard Johnson
Henry Kelley
Stephen Smith
Pam Woodall

LIFE Directors
C. LeDon Anchors
Charles D. Burgess
Jim Glenn
Kathy Houchins
C. H. Long
Bruce Marshall
Jeanne Rief
Joyce Sanders
H. Gene Smith
Lisa Jo Spencer
Kenneth Williamson

(Deceased)
(Deceased)

A Message From The FWBC President

Chamber Coffee much more than food
“This month I’d like to devote my space to reprinting an article
written by The Northwest Florida Daily News’s Brenda Shoffer in her
DN column of November 10, after her very first FFC.”

by Brenda Shoffner | Daily News Editor
Who knew breakfast could be so much fun and so informative, especially at 7:30 in the morning?
I was invited to the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce First Friday Coffee held last week at First Baptist Church, where
I enjoyed scrambled eggs and cheese grits served with a generous
side of humor. (FYI, calling it a coffee is a misnomer because a full
breakfast buffet catered by Golden Coral was served.) I was there
Ted Corcoran, IOM
because U.S. Rep. Matt Gaetz wanted to present a certificate to the
President/CEO
new inductees into the Okaloosa County Women’s Hall of Fame. Fellow inductees Naomi Barnes, Tammy McDaniel and the husband of
Nancy Weidenhamer also were there. Karyn Combs and Evie Fox were unable to attend. Although
Congressman Gaetz couldn’t make it, a representative from his Pensacola office, Dawn McArdle,
attended on his behalf. It was a thoughtful gesture. Previously, Florida Rep. Mel Ponder also had sent
a lovely letter of congratulations.
Now back to the breakfast. Ted Corcoran, president/CEO of the Chamber, served as emcee, and if
you’ve ever had the opportunity to attend an event where Ted is guiding the festivities, you know his enthusiasm is boundless and infectious. I happened to be seated directly in front of Ted, which he acknowledged with much levity. He also worked in several laudatory shoutouts not only for me but also for the
Daily News and for Publisher Diane Winnemuller, who also was there.
Thank you, Ted, for all of the kind words. What really impressed me, however, was the tremendous
turnout. Hundreds of people filled the fellowship hall at the church, which, from what I gathered, has
become the regular site for the breakfasts. Everything was beautifully organized. This particular breakfast
was sponsored by the Air Force Enlisted Village, also known as Bob Hope Village, and several representatives from AFEV spoke. The one who touched me the most was the lady who is a resident. One of the
first things she said was they were stationed at Incirlik Air Base in Turkey. Well, guess, what? I’ve been to
Incirlik. Spent most of my junior high school years there. So the connection was instant. Then she mentioned the Vietnam War and what it was like for families sending their men off to Southeast Asia, and
that’s when tears stung my eyes. One of my most vivid childhood memories is saying goodbye to my
dad in the dark on the tarmac at George Air Force Base in Southern California as he headed off to
Thailand. We had to wait for Mom to stop crying so she could drive us home. It was a sad and difficult
time. If you were at the breakfast and saw me reach for a tissue, that’s why.
On happier notes, Ted recognized longtime community leader Jean Dutton for celebrating one of
those “big birthdays,” and two young ladies from Fort Walton Beach High School Leadership gave a
short presentation about their annual project to help make Christmas brighter for local needy families. After about an hour, I slipped out as unobtrusively as one can when you’re sitting in the front and
while new members of the Chamber were making their way out of the audience to be introduced.
Honestly, if I hadn’t needed to get to the office, I would have been delighted to stay.
I understand door prizes are given away at the end. The point of my telling you all of this — and I really hit only some of the highlights — is to let you know the Chamber of Commerce is thriving in Fort
Walton Beach. They’re always looking for and eager to welcome new members. I left with not only
a handsome certificate and at least one or two good story ideas, but also with a newly discovered
appreciation for the business community of Fort Walton Beach.

(Deceased)

If you want to know more about how you can be a part of this great organization, call 244-8191, visit in
person at 34 Miracle Strip parkway SE, online at www.fwbchamber.org or Facebook.

(Deceased)

JANUARY 2018 | www.fwbchamber.com | the GREATER Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce | 3

members making
a difference!
Lino Maldonado with Wyndham Vacation
Rentals Receives Prestigious 2018 Van Ness
Butler Hospitality Award
Each year, the Walton County
Tourist Development Council
(WCTDC) recognizes a pioneer in the tourism industry
with the prestigious Van Ness
Butler Jr. Award. This award
is bestowed upon a community member for his or her visionary leadership in helping
to shape South Walton into a
premier tourist destination.

In a beautiful ballroom filled
with industry peers, colleagues, staff, and, Vicki, his
wife of 25 years, Lino Maldonado, vice president, Wyn-

dham Vacation Rentals of
North America, recently was
honored as the 15th Annual
Van Ness Butler Jr. Hospitality
Award 2018 recipient.

Upon accepting the award
at the Walton County Tourist
Development’s Council’s annual lunch, Maldonado said,
“I am not big on individual
accolades, I do what I do because I truly love this industry
and am fortunate to have a

great team, so I accept this
with gratitude to all of them,”
he said.
ResortQuest is the only company to have two Van Ness
Butler Jr. Award recipients.
Joann Saucier, who was
Maldonado’s first supervisor, served the company as
director of operations from
1997 to 2005 and received
the honor in 2004.
Maldonado is vice president of operations growth
and innovation for Wyndham Vacation Rentals North
America, one of the largest
professional managers of vacation rental properties in the

United States. In his current
role, he leads business development and ownership strategy across North America.
He has worked for the company for 22 years, beginning
his hospitality career in 1996
at Mainsail in Miramar Beach
in the management training
program offered by ResortQuest by Wyndham Vacation Rentals (formerly known
as Abbott Resorts).
Visit South Walton executive
director Jay Tusa said, “Lino
embodies what the Van Ness
Butler, Jr. Awards are about.
This is a well-deserved honor.”

EDC of Okaloosa County Launches New Website
The
Economic
Development
Council of Okaloosa County has
unveiled a new on-line presence
designed to showcase the area's
business attributes. Developed by
Fort Walton Beach-based Bit-Wizards, the site was designed to be
mobile responsive - allowing the
user experience to be optimized,
regardless of whether the site is
being viewed on a desktop computer, a smart phone or a tablet.
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"With so many individuals today
accessing web content from
mobile devices, we needed to
ensure that they have an exceptional experience and can effectively mine Okaloosa County
data regardless of the platform
they are using to access it," stated
Nathan Sparks, EDC Executive Director.

intuitive and comprehensive presentation of the information that
visitors to our website are seeking.
First impressions are vitally important, and thanks to Bit-Wizards'
good work, the first impression
that many business decision makers will have of our community
will now be best in class," stated
Sparks.

"We believe this streamlined approach allows for an efficient,

Check out the new website at
https://www.florida-edc.org/.

A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

Pictured L to R: Bob Garcia, Parliamentarian of the Center for Life Long Learning
presents a $1,000 to Ken Hair, Children In Crisis President & CEO along with Billy Walker,
the Co-President of the Center for Lifelong Learning. The funds will be used for the CIC
Educational Fund and are critical to the development of the at-risk children living at
the CIC Neighborhood.

Center for Lifelong Learning
Donates to CIC Education Fund
The Center for Lifelong Learning showed their great support to
Children in Crisis by presenting a $1,000 donation to the CIC
Education Fund for the children living at the CIC Children’s
Neighborhood. The donation will help with educational items
that are unfunded but critical to the growth of the at-risk children.
Ken Hair, CIC President & CEO commented, “We have been
blessed with great support from the community to build the CIC
Neighborhood. However, it’s a struggle to find the necessary
funding to support all the educational needs of our children.
I can’t thank the members of the Center for Lifelong Learning
enough for their dedication to the development of our children.”
The CIC Neighborhood is a beautiful facility, built by the generous
support of the community. It has an emergency shelter for children
who are removed without notice from an unsafe environment, family foster homes for young children and a teen transition homes for
foster children aging out of care. To learn more about Children in
Crisis call 850-864-4242 or visit www.childrenincrisisfl.org.

The Emerald Coast Helps Save the World's
Rarest Marine Mammal
Gulfarium Marine Adventure Park and the
team at Painting with a Twist welcomed
guests Thursday night, Nov. 16, to "Paint with a
Porpoise." The event was held to raise funds for
the Consortium for Vaquita Conservation, Protection, and Recovery (Vaquita CPR), a bold
effort to save the few Vaquita that remain.
Nearly sixty people were in attendance to
enjoy the event and paint a picture of the Vaquita porpoise. Delicious hors d'oeuvres were
provided by the Black Pearl, and every guest
went home with a complimentary admission
pass to visit the Gulfarium. Prizes included one
of a kind paintings created by Gulfarium's dolphins, a 2-night stay at the Hilton Garden Inn,
an exclusive piece of art created by local artist, Joyful Enriquez, and more.
At the end of the evening, Meredith Horn, Director of Marketing and Communications for
the Gulfarium, announced $1,645 was raised
for Vaquita CPR. David Presnell, with Painting
with a Twist, presented a giant check.

Special guests in the room included Will Merrill, President of the Gulfarium, and Patrick
Berry, Gulfarium's General Manager. Meredith Horn gave a warm welcome to Dr. Forrest
Townsend who took the stage to share a few
words. Dr. Townsend recently participated in
field operations as lead veterinarian to help
with the project." The sold out room was clearly captivated by the experiences and perspectives he shared," said Berry. "It's great to
witness collaborative support with those who
have the same passion for conservation and
education."
"The story of this rare and elusive porpoise has
gained global attention. The greatest experts
from all around the world have come together
to help the world's smallest and most critically
endangered marine mammal," says Horn.
"We, at the Gulfarium, are thrilled to bring the
Vaquita's story to the Emerald Coast."

Lewis Jennings Named NAACP, Third Vice-President, for State of Florida
On December 9th 2017 Candidate Lewis Jennings ran
for and won the office of NAACP 3rd vice-President
for the State of Florida (with a concentrated area from
Pensacola, Florida to Lake City, Florida).
He ran on the notion that “Working together, we can
make a difference.” If you want to go fast, go alone;
but If you want to go far, go together. Strength in numbers. When people work together for something they
all believe in, there is no limit to what they can accomplish.

Lewis Jennings, NAACP

The Mission of the National Association for the Advancement of Color People (NAACP) is to ensure the

political, educational, social, and economic equality
of rights of all persons and eliminate racial hatred and
racial discrimination wherever it is founded.
Lewis Jennings is the past Florida State Conference
(FSC) Area Director for Areas I & II, where he worked
very closely with five branches and three youth councils from Pensacola to Panama City Florida, under the
direction of Ms. Sannye Jones for the youth and Mr.
Arthur Blakely for a strong ACT-SO Unit in Okaloosa
County. Now he is enlarging his Territory to twice the
size.
Remain in the struggle.
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A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

Tom Rice Inducted into the Florida
Veterans’ Hall of Fame

PEO Company LandrumHR Appoints
Three New Members
LandrumHR, a professional employer organization (PEO) company providing HR services
in the Southeast, is excited to announce three
new members to their staff.

Deborah Brousseau

State Senator George Gainer, Tom Rice, Governor Rick Scott, and Representative Mel Ponder.

The recognition of Retired Army First
Sergeant Tom Rice and Magnolia
Grill Restaurant owner includes his
work with the World War Two Emerald Coast Honor Flight, The Fisher
House of the Emerald Coast on Eglin
Air Force Base, Veterans Tribute Tower at Beal Memorial Cemetery and
his service on the States, Veterans
Florida Board of Directors.

“The Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame
recognizes and honors those military
veterans who, through their works
and lives during or after military service have made a significant contribution to the State of Florida through
civic, business, public service or other
pursuits. It is not a traditional military
hall of fame, as it focuses on postmilitary contributions to the State of
Florida.”

Jeffrey Jones

Deborah Brousseau has been hired as the Director of Marketing. Deborah has extensive experience in leading marketing departments for
professional services companies, most recently
in the legal recruiting industry. Deborah's core
strengths are branding, digital marketing, and
ensuring a positive client experience.
Jeffrey Jones has been appointed to the position of Sales Development Representative
for the Sarasota location of LandrumHR. In this
role, he will advise prospective clients about
the benefits of partnering with an HR outsourcing company. His previous jobs include Business
Development Manager, Inside Sales Manager,
and Inside Sales Representative.
LandrumHR has also hired Todd A. Stephenson
in the role of Business Consultant. He will serve
the North and South Carolina locations. As a
Business Consultant, he will develop new client
relationships for LandrumHR PEO services in upstate and Lowcountry markets in South Carolina.
LandrumHR offers full-service HR outsourcing,
and has six locations throughout the Southeast.

Todd A. Stephenson

Twin Cities Hospital Recognized by Healthgrades as Five-Star Recipient
for Hip Fracture Treatment and Appendectomy
Twin Cities Hospital has been recognized as a Five-Star Recipient for
Appendectomy and Hip Fracture
Treatment according to this year’s
evaluation from Healthgrades, the
leading online resource for comprehensive information about physicians and hospitals. Every year,
Healthgrades evaluates hospital
performance at nearly 4,500 hospitals nationwide for 34 of the most
common inpatient procedures and
conditions.*
These achievements are part of findings recently released by Healthgrades and are featured in their 2018
Report to the Nation. The new report

demonstrates how clinical performance continues to differ dramatically between hospitals regionally
and nationally.
“We have dedicated teams focused
on major Joint Replacement Surgery,
Spinal Surgery, Stroke, and Sepsis
care among our major efforts”, said
David Whalen, FACHE, CEO, Twin Cities Hospital. “With the leadership of
our physicians, we have engaged
new technologies such as the Anterior Hip Replacement procedure,
which minimizes tissue damage,
blood loss, and pain. These patients
are able to go home and resume
their lives faster than older hip re-

placement techniques allowed. I
know the dedication of all the professionals at Twin Cities Hospital will
continue to benefit the patients and
communities we serve for years to
come.”
This is the second consecutive year
Twin Cities Hospital received the
Five-Star Rating for Hip Fracture
Treatment. Additionally, Twin Cities
Hospital received the Healthgrades
Patient Safety Excellence Award in
2017.
“Consumers place high value on information about hospital quality and
use it to evaluate their choices for
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care,” said Brad Bowman, MD, Chief
Medical Officer, Healthgrades. “Hospitals that have achieved recognition for their quality outcomes prove
their commitment to their patients
and their community at large.”

Why I’m a Part of the Chamber’s RPM Committee

David Presnell

Painting With a Twist

Being a part of the RPM (Referral Partners and Marketing) Committee for the
past year and a half really opened my
eyes to how much opportunity this committee offers. (Thank you, Charlotte
Bergman of Cumulus Media for inviting
me to join!) As the incoming Chair for
2018 I’d like to give a quick synopsis of
my experience with RPM.
I realized immediately I was around
people who wanted to… Get. It. Done.
(First benefit of RPM)
Within my first quarter after joining, I
already had an opportunity to introduce my business to fellow Chamber
members at the First Friday Coffee
sponsored by RPM. And even though
our doors wouldn’t officially open for
another two months from that day, I
felt the positive impact of being at that

breakfast. (Second benefit of RPM)
Monthly morning meetings on the
third Tuesday of each month focusing
on marketing, education segments,
and guest speakers to help members
achieve goals. (Third benefit of RPM)
RPM Sponsorship of Business After
Hours…a more casual atmosphere, but
definitely ramped up a bit due to RPM
involvement, lots of great door prizes
given away, business cards traded and
new avenues opened. (Fourth benefit
of RPM)
Billy Bowlegs Pirate Festival. RPM members were offered booths at The Landing during the Festival. If you want to
get your company name in front of a
LOT of folks, Billy Bowlegs Pirate Festival
is the way to do it. Case Closed. (Fifth
benefit of RPM)

Besides great relationships with fellow
RPM members, my business benefited
from taking part in each of the RPM
functions. And how much did it cost,
you ask? All of these events are included in the yearly dues for RPM (Sixth
Benefit of RPM…and I guarantee you’d
spend MUCH MORE trying to do these
events singularly!)
If you’d like to find out more about RPM
I invite you to join us Tuesday January
16,2018 at 8 AM at the Chamber or for
any of our regular monthly meetings.
See you then!
David Presnell
Painting With a Twist Fort Walton Beach
2018 RPM Committee Chair

Air Force Enlisted Village Hosts Military Affairs Committee
DID YOU KNOW??
One of the four official charities of the
U.S. Air Force is right in our back yard,
and our Military Affairs Committee
(MAC) will visit them for our January
meeting. The Air Force Enlisted Village’s
(AFEV) mission has been to provide a
home for widows of retired enlisted U.S.
Air Force personnel since its inception
on January 17, 1968 and its incorporation as a nonprofit organization.

Ryan Price

The AFEV is excited to host our MAC on
January 22, 2018 as part of their yearlong 50th anniversary celebrations.
AFEV President and CEO, Brook McLean

will provide a briefing about why the
organization was started and take us
through the history leading up to today.
McLean will also discuss the organization’s impact in our local community,
and their plans for the future.
MAC members will go behind the
scenes and travel by AFEV bus (the
same bus the residents take to do their
shopping in town) for a windshield tour
with a stop to visit residents at Hawthorn
House, their assisted living and memory support residence. The bus will also
visit the Bob Hope Village Community
Center to view the construction on the

new Fitness and Wellness Wing. Rounding out the tour will be a group photo at
the world famous Bob Hope bust.
If you are interested in attending or in
joining our MAC, please contact Seth
Luttrell at (850) 244-8191 or email seth@
fwbchamber.org

Ryan Price
Chairman, (MAC)
Military Affairs Committee
HST Corporate Interiors

HST Corporate Interiors

Announcing A New Chamber Committee
Starting in 2018 we have created a new
committee, Community Perspectives.
In keeping with my theme of Building
Bridges for our Community, my goal for
this committee is to identify issues affecting our communities on which our
Chamber members can make an impact.

Nick Chubb
2018 Chair

One aspect of the committee will be
municipal government and elections.
Although the Chamber does not endorse a particular candidate, we will
host a candidate forum for many of the
seats up for election. As governmentrelated issues rise in importance, the

committee will include them on the
agenda.

of the Collaborative teams to improve
the health of our community.

Many of you heard Dr. Karen Chapman’s presentation at First Friday Coffee in October. Some of the shocking
facts that were discussed regarding
the Community Health Assessment of
Okaloosa County prompted the Executive Committee to recommend that our
new committee explore how they can
work with the Healthy Okaloosa Collaborative teams.

This committee is open to all Chamber
members who want to help tackle significant issues affecting each of us living in Okaloosa county. I invite you to
attend the first meeting at 8am on
Thursday, January 11 at the large
Chamber meeting room. Together we
CAN make a difference!

Our goal is to bridge the Chamber’s
members and resources with the efforts

Nick Chubb
Your 2018 Chair
Building Bridges for our Community
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White Wilson Medical Center
Proud to Be Among the Best in the Nation

In 2016, White-Wilson Medical Center
celebrated 70 years of providing quality
health care on the Emerald Coast and
took the time to reflect on its growth and
long history. This year, the medical center’s sights were set on the future.
Dr. Andrew
Mohammed

The year has been one of growth and
change for White-Wilson. They have
continued to make an impact on our
community and bring new, highly-skilled
health care providers to the area.
“This year, we have been fortunate to
welcome 15 new health care providers to our team,” said White-Wilson CEO
Alan Gieseman. “There is no doubt that
our industry is undergoing unprecedented change, but after 71 years, we
remain committed to the families we
serve and work each day to ensure that
they can get the quality care close to
home.”
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One of the most notable achievements
of the year includes the addition of Ophthalmology. The center has invested in
all new equipment, updated the facility
and welcomed fellowship-trained physician Dr. Andrew Mohammed to Fort
Walton Beach.
White-Wilson also invested in bringing
3D mammography its patients. This advancement in breast cancer screening
allows for significantly earlier detection
of breast cancer and will ultimately result in more lives saved.
“Through 3D mammography, we are
finding cancer earlier than ever before,” said Gieseman. “It is the highest
standard of care, and we are proud to
offer it our patients and community. This
moves us one step closer to winning the
fight against breast cancer.”
As White-Wilson Medical Center closes
out another successful year, they have
no plans of slowing down and are looking forward to another year of growth
and the opportunity to care for residents
and visitors along the Emerald Coast.

From digital solutions to world-class events and
promotions, see how we can help your business grow.

ThriveHive – Our Award-Winning, Full-Service
Digital Marketing Agency

ThriveHive is designated by Google as a Premier
Partner — meeting Google's strict criteria and
passing a thorough vetting process. Our expertise and solutions help our customers increase
online awareness, generate more qualified
leads, and achieve their financial goals. ThriveHive gets every size business online and thriving.
Our award-winning Guided Marketing Platform
takes the guesswork out of digital marketing. We
make it easy to track and view leads, manage
contacts, update websites, send emails, and run
social media - all from your own custom dashboard. Our Services include:
●
●
●
●
●
●

likely to reach engaged consumers – especially
those looking for retail, automotive, real estate
and travel information*.
Learn more about how our website can deliver
your message in a wide-range of engaging formats across all devices and how we can target
the exact audience you want to reach.
“Local media attract fiercely loyal and engaged audiences because they connect us to
our communities and to information that closely
impacts our daily lives. High-quality, local and
relevant journalism drives unique opportunities
for advertisers. ”

When it comes to staying
on top of local happenings, we deliver like no other
web site. Local news. Sports.
Weather. We have it all. And
our readers are among the
most engaged, loyal readers around. In fact, a recent
study confirmed that local
news sites are six-times more

Turn-Key Promotions and Sweepstakes

~Laurent Cordier, Managing Director - Global Partnerships,
News and Publishing at Google

Event Marketing with GateHouse Live

Social Media Advertising
Search Engine Marketing
Search Engine Optimization
Retargeting
Responsive & Mobile Website Design
And more!

NWFDailyNews.com –
24/7 Coverage of the Emerald Coast

content, attract audiences, and bring powerful
meaning to the lives of others.
With the help of GateHouse Live, our own National Event Marketing Company, we have the
tools and experience to execute world-class
events – both live and virtual.

Anyone can produce events, but when we do
them, we strive to exceed expectations and create unforgettable memories for the community.
Our partners benefit from our ability to create

Consumers love sweepstakes, contests and social media sharing. Our team creates a widerange of customizable promotions that you can
tap into. Online and in print. As a sponsor, you
can capture participant data for future marketing use, align your brand with engaging,
community-wide promotions, and create excitement around your business. We’ll even drive
readers directly to your location.
To learn more about these and other opportunities, contact us at 850 863-1111
*Source: JumpStart, December 2016

Diane Winnemuller

Randy Lohrenz

Ethan Aden

Michele Walden

Ron Ensley

Publisher

Group Business Development Mgr

Digital Sales Manager

Digital Promotions & Events Mgr

Operations & Sales Analyst
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get

it!

NOVEMBER 2017

CO

American Business Women’s Association
Emerald Coast

Jan Pooley – Tastefully Simple Independent
Consultant

Aurum Jewelry Studio Inc.

Joe Hudson’s Collision Center

Baskets by Mary

Keefe, Anchors & Gordon, PA

Big Kahuna’s Water & Adventure Park

Kelly Services

The Boeing Company

Mary Kay Independent Sales Director Debbie

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Emerald Coast

Dodge

Breakers of Fort Walton Beach

Moneytree ATM Services, LLC

Brookdale Fort Walton Beach

NI Properties, Inc.

Carol E. Evans, CPA

Next Wright Financial Services, LLC

Chez Elan Apartments-Presidium Management

Okaloosa County Democratic Black Caucus

Children in Crisis, Inc.

On the Coast Magazine

Clear Channel Airports

P S Gifts

Common Sense Solutions Training and Consulting

Painting with a Twist

CPAY NWF

Shirley Pigott

Creative Web Solutions LLC

Playground Shell Service, Inc.
dba Playground Auto Service

Destin West Vacations
Emerald Air Services, LLC
Express Oil Change & Service & Tire Engineers
Fairfield Inn & Suites Marriott Destin
First Florida Bank
Florida State Rep. Mel Ponder
Fresh Aire Office Fragrancing & Deodorizing
Gulf Coast Immediate Care Center, Inc.
Homelessness & Housing Alliance
Independent Retirement Associations
– Raymond James

Property Pros
RDF Associates, Inc.
Reliance Test & Technology, LLC
Ronda Coon Women’s Home
See Visitor Magazines / Miles Media
Stone Soup, ISC
The Breakfast Table Café
The Snowbird Company
University of Arkansas
Waldorff Insurance & Bonding, Inc.
WaterVue at Brooks Street

AY

MEMBERS

T FRID
S
R

FI

M E M B E RSH IP renewals

FFEE

January
First Friday Coffee
Installation and Awards
Breakfast
Friday, January 5
sponsored by

Join Us!

Announcements, door prizes,
Installation of 2018 officers, and
Annual Awards.
- Teddys -

Large and Small

Businesses of the year
Volunteer & Ambassador
of the Year
First Baptist Church
Tickets $20 each

(sponsored table of 8 for $250)
Make reservations with Dayna
at 850-244-8191
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“An Okaloosa County Community Carol”
– as told by Paul & Donna Montalvo

A Community sits nice and warm
in their snug homes on frigid nights.
People down on their luck shiver
outside, as the Community is challenged on how to respond to the
homelessness situation. Some volunteers from the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce
drop by various businesses to seek
assistance to find and sustain a
shelter for those needing a hand
up and not a hand out. Some in the
Community react to the volunteers
reluctantly saying, "Bah! Humbug!"
That is not my problem.
Later that evening, as the Community sits cozy at home, they receive
a chilling visitation from the Shelter
Ghost, looking haggard and pallid
as he relates his unfortunate story.
“There are not enough shelters in
our community for all those who
need help,” he cries. He shares his
story in order to help the Okaloosa Community help more people.
The Shelter Ghost informs the Community that three spirits will visit
them over the next nights. After the
wraith disappears, the Community
collapses into a deep sleep.

On Night One, the Community is
awakened by the arrival of the
Ghost of Shelters Past, who transports them back to the time when
very few shelters were available,
when our churches and nonprofits were struggling to find a central location to help more people.
They are tasked to find a shelter
to help those down on their luck
and needing protection from cold
freezing nights. After many years
of searching, the City of Fort Walton Beach offers the perfect location, and the 8-acre parcel of land
becomes known as “One Hopeful
Place.” The Community is intrigued,
but still skeptical that it would work,
and they fall back to sleep.
On Night Two, the Community is
awakened by the arrival of the
Ghost of Shelters Present, who introduces them to a Fundraising
Committee with a mission to educate and inform the business community as to how they can assist.
The committee organizes new and
festive events to raise funds in support of One Hopeful Place. The
Community is having so much fun

with each event, they plead with
the spirit to stay until the very end
of the festivities. As his time passes,
he reminds the Community how
important it is to continue the progress that has been made. “If not,
we will only have ‘Ignorance’ and
‘Want.’” The spirt vanishes, only to
be followed by the appearance of
a dark hooded figure.
The Community is now in the presence of the Ghost of Shelters Yet to
Come. Instead of dark and negative scenes, this spirt shows how
the Community all comes together
more than ever. Through their commitment, One Hopeful Place has
enough shelter space for everyone
currently on the streets in Okaloosa
County. There is an on-site medical facility, job training, and vocational services. There is a one-stopshop client resource center where
all available services will be accessible.

on their luck, their fellow human
beings, with kindness, generosity,
and warmth. Businesses, churches,
individuals all realize how important they are to the Community
Solution—and continue to donate,
volunteer and assist in this amazing
cause of helping others.
As Tim (uncertain how Tiny he really is) -- one of many One Hopeful
Place success stories -- says it best,
“May God Bless Us – Everyone!”
Thanks to all for your assistance in
2017. Let’s keep it up in 2018 and
solve homelessness once and for
all in Okaloosa County.
Donna and Paul Montalvo
2017 Chairs
One Hopeful Place
Fundraising Committee

As the years go by, the Community
does more than their promise of
making OHP better than ever. They
treat the people who are down

The FWB Chamber Ambassadors teamed up with the Valhalla Choir from Fort Walton Beach High School to deliver some Christmas cheer in the
form of carols throughout the halls of Fort Walton Beach Medical Center and the Meridian at Westwood, which is across the street. Just one of the
many ways Chamber members partner with other local organizations to spread positive messages to our community.
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Where's Chandler Winners!
u “Congratulations to Nic Dezinski of Pioneer Technologies
Creative Group and his wife Jodie on the birth of their son
Ethan. Big sister Norah is mighty proud!
u

Retirement News: Both Mary Florence (Eglin Federal
Credit Union) and Sherry Rushing (Emerald Coast Convention Center) began the exciting adventure of retirement from
their professional lives. Both have been active and involved
Chamber members, and we’re sure they’ll continue to make
great contributions to their community.

Ryan (HST Corporate Interiors) and Kathleen Price were the eagle-eyed Coastlines readers who found the 15 Chandlers (reindeer) in the December issue of
Coastlines. Board member Ron Raybourne presented them with their $50 in
Helen Back gift certificates. Thanks to all who took part in this fun exercise!

Lunch & Learn

Monthly Power Hour
Tuesday, January 9

11:30 a.m.
$20

Lunch & Learn

Cyber Security for Personal & Small Business
Systems
Wednesday, January 10
11:30 a.m.
(No charge)

Lunch & Learn

Unlock the Power of Your Mind
Wednesday, January 17
11:30 a.m.
(No charge)

PLEASE REGISTER

for any or all of these events at FWBChamber.com
or call and speak with Dayna at 850-244-8191.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS JANUARY 2018
1 | Monday

12 |Friday

New Year's Day - CHAMBER CLOSED

Winter Guest Fest
8:00 am - 12:00 Noon
Presented by ResortQuest by Wyndham Vacation Rentals

2 | Tuesday

15 | Monday

						8:00 am

Community Outreach Committee

Martin Luther King Day - CHAMBER CLOSED

4 |Thursday

16 | Tuesday

Empower Young Professionals Committee		11:30 am

5 |Friday		

FFC/Annual Installation & Awards 						7:00 am
Sponsored by Vensure Employer Services
New Member Lunch

		11:45 am

				8:00 am

Monthly Power Hour Lunch & Learn				11:30 am

17 | Wednesday
18 |Thursday

11:30 am-1:00 pm

5:30 pm-7:30 pm
8:00 am - 12:00 Noon

22 | Monday

MAC Meeting

Community Perspectives Committee
Nothing But Networking

7:45 am

Lunch & Learn
Unlock the Power of Your Mind

Emerald Coast Science Center

			 11:30 am

11 |Thursday

11:30 am-1:00 pm

Business after Hours

10 | Wednesday		

Lunch & Learn | Cyber Security

8:00 am

Tourism Committee - RSVP

Ambassadors Meeting

9 | Tuesday		
Healthcare Committee

RPM Meeting

**SPECIAL DATE**

11:30 am

24 | Wednesday

8:00 am
11:30 am

Women Connect

11:30 am

We encourage you to attend any of the Chamber’s committee meetings as a guest to see
whether that particular group suits your expectations and will help you promote your business.
The regular monthly meetings are almost always held in the FWB Chamber Conference Room.
Call the Chamber at 244-8191 to reserve your spot or to get answers to your questions.

Log-On For Up-To-Date Chamber & Community Events
Fort Walton each Chamber of Commerce Website

www.fwbChamber.com

JANUARY
Unless otherwise2018
noted, ALL meetings will be held at the Fort Walton Chamber Of Commerce.
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

New Year's Day
Chamber
closed
		

WEDNESDAY

Community
Outreach
Committee
7:45 am
1

		

2		

Monthly Power
Hour Lunch & Learn
11:30 am
8 		
9		

Martin Luther
King Day
Chamber
closed
14

RPM Meeting 8am
Tourism Committee
11:30am-1:00pm
15		

FRIDAY

Empower Young
Professionals
11:30am

Healthcare
Committee 8:00am

7

THURSDAY

16		

MAC Meeting
11:30am
Special Date!

3

4

Communittee
Perspectives
Committee 8:00am

Lunch & Learn
Cyber Security
11:30am
10

Nothing But
11
Networking 11:30am

SATURDAY

First Friday Coffee
7:00am
New Member Lunch
11:45 am
5

6

WINTER GUEST
FEST
8:00am - 12 Noon
12

13

Business After Hours
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Ambassadors
Meeting 7:45 am
Lunch & Learn

Unlock the Power of
Your Mind - 11:30am

17

18

19

20

25

26

27

Women Connect
11:30am-1:00pm

21

22		

23		

24

28

29		

30		

31
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It was fun to hear all the “Oohs” and “Ahhs” as
many of our Chamber members discovered the
Props Brewery and Taproom on Lovejoy
road for the first time. They were impressed by the
atmosphere – and we predict that many will return
to sample the great variety of craft beers and to
take advantage of this great venue for upcoming
occasions. Thanks to Abby, Christian, Brian, and
all the owners for entertaining us so well!

t One of Props’ owners, Brian O’Neill, welcomed us with staff members
Abby Cain and Christian Brown.

Join Us In January | Business After Hours | Thursday, January 18, 5:30 to 7:30 pm
Sponsored by Emerald Coast Science Center, 31 SW Memorial Parkway, Fort Walton Beach
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NEW MEMBERS
November 2017

Greater Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce

Wesley McKay

Parc Packaging, Inc.
2853 Dawn Rd.
Jacksonville, 32207
850-240-9910

Peter AuKamp

Threads Thrift Shop
144 Mary Esther Blvd.
Mary Esther, 32569
850-217-0356

Paul Renfroe

Emerald Coast Financial Accounts
225 Main St.. Suite 7-M
Destin, 32549
850-502-8700

Ben Bondi

Beach City Motors
42 Hollywood Bvd. SW
Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-226-4495

Bill Gailey

Chuck Roland

RealJoy Properties
4014 Commons Dr., Suite 1`00
Destin, 32541
850-424-3094

Leisa Fraser

NXL LVL Lounge and Bar
1116 Eglin Pkwy, SE
Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-226-7505

Amanda Negron

Oxana Solovieva

Ty Smith

Frank Poston

TEL Staffing and HR
1217 Airport Rd., Ste. 419
Destin, 32541
850-585-5494

Ryan Price

Elija Mason

Jessica Jarosz

Tommy Cooley

Jerry Melvin

Jerry Melvin Studio of Arts
207 Hospital Dr.
Fort Walton Beach, 32549
850-376-9098
OxanaSol Commercial Real Estate
151 Mary Esther Blvd., #509
Mary Esther, 32569
850-797-5277

HST Corporate Interiors
1302 Jeffrine Dr.
Crestview, 32536
850-503-1502

Credit Business Services, Inc.
711 NE Eglin Parkway
Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-862-2134

Lu’s Hotdogs
144 Mary Esther Blvd., Ste. 5
Mary Esther, 32569
703-501-1417

HSU Educational Foundation
70 Ready Ave., Bldg. 6
Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-226-2776

BGailey & Company. Inc.
144 Mary Esther Blvd., Stes. 12 & 13
Mary Esther, 32569
850-737-2027
Blue Collar Café
104 Hollywood Blvd., SW, #B
Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-586-7211

Lucinda Parsons

Renaissance 7, LLC
P. O. Box 1277
Mary Esther, 32569
850-543-1204

Vintage Barn
765 Beal Parkway, NW
Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-737-2331

Steve Teschel

Valparaiso Coca-Cola Bottling Co.
647 Valparaiso Pkwy
Valparaiso, 32580
850-678-9370

Aaron Webber

Rotary Club of Fort Walton Beach
P. O. Box 892
Fort Walton Beach, 32549
850-243-8465

Lourdes Jimenez

Tara R. Harden. MD, PA
1775 Lewis Turner Blvd, Ste. 101
Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-863-0400

Thank you to our 2018 sponsors!
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Greater Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce

Ribbon Cuttings
Our mission

is to strengthen local businesses and enhance the quality of life in our community by providing services which help businesses help themselves.

Fort Walton Beach Medical Center Helipad

Dr. Peggy

1000 Mar Walt Dr., Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-862-1111 • www.fwbmc.com

Thank you to Sam's Club for providing

850-902-9066

beautiful cakes for our Ribbon Cuttings!

BUILD YOUR BUSINESS

Chamber advertising
opportunities

Greater Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce
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Banner Ads
Enhanced Listings
Digital Sign
all available at great prices!
Call Seth at the Chamber
for more info: 850-244-8191

ResortQuest Presents the Winter
Guest Fest on January 12
Every January, the Emerald Coast
welcomes thousands of winter visitors, the Snowbirds. For over a decade, ResortQuest by Wyndham
Vacation Rentals has worked alongside the Greater Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce to present the area’s best-attended trade
show for over 1,500 of its winter visitors.
In 2018, the Winter Guest Fest will
be held on Jan. 12 at the Emerald
Coast Convention Center Ballroom
from 8 am until noon. Admission will
only be $2. Previous attendees have
had the delight of leaving happy
with plenty of coupons, giveaways,
and surprises for all.
Winter Guests will be delighted to
see some of their favorite businesses, along with a few new vendors,
represented at the event. Some of
the vendor categories represented
are dining, resorts, shopping, hotels,
entertainment and more.

Guest Fest. Melissa Matern, on behalf of Resort Quest said, “We can’t
wait to see what this year’s event
has in store! It’s always such fun to
meet our new snowbirds and to reconnect with returning regulars.”
The event is co-sponsored by ResortQuest by Wyndham Vacation Rentals, the Greater Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce, Snowbirds
Gulf Coast Magazine, News Talk
1260, the Northwest Florida Daily
News, the City of Fort Walton Beach,
and the Emerald Coast Convention
Bureau.
For more information or to register
as a vendor at this popular event,
please contact the Greater Fort
Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce at (850) 244-8191, or email
rachelle@fwbchamber.org.
For more details, go to the Chamber’s website at www.fwbchamber.
com.

This year, ResortQuest remains the
presenting sponsor for the Winter

Friday, January 12
8 a.m. to Noon
Emerald Coast Convention Center
1250 Miracle Strip Pkwy., Fort Walton Beach
The area's largest seasonal guest expo
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First Friday Coffee

FFC

p Ron Evans, Sam’s Assistant Store Manager,
invited us all to visit their newly remodeled store.

Sam’s Club is one of our favorite places to shop – and it was exciting to have
them as a sponsor of our December First Friday Coffee. Ted and other Chamber
members helped them promote the grand re-opening of the newly remodeled
Sam’s Club – the new design should be open and VERY busy by the time you read
this. (We’re pretty sure at least one of your holiday gifts came from Sam’s!)

p

Jean Dutton, Paul Singleton, and Marcia WrightReynolds demonstrated their cake decorating skills and
won an award from Zachary Miller, a Sam’s manager.

p Our members had great fun creating their custom
holiday hats – and the three finalists were Kathy Newby
(Okaloosa Health Dept.); Paul Stinebiser (Edward Jones
Financial Advisor); and Peggy Hollingshead (Dr. Peggy
Art). Dr. Peggy’s shall-we-say asymmetric creation was
the grand prize winner!

p

p

One Hopeful Place director Nathan Monk
accepted a donation from Renee Groom, Avon
Representative, who had held a fundraiser during
“One Hopeful Season.”
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Many of the friendly and familiar Sam’s Club staff were there.

p LA and Pam Woodall were great examples of the
Christmas spirit displayed in the room.

welcome new members!
t

Jody Cordell (Northwest Florida Daily News),
Tara Harden, MD (Tara Harden, MD, PA);
Christopher Herman (Blue Collar Café);
Lucinda Parsons (Lu’s Hotdogs);
Susie Clifton (Pioneer Technologies
Creative Group); and Aaron Watson
(The Watson Firm, PLLC).

FI

AY

T FRID
RS

CO

DECEMBER
Door Prize
DONATiONS

Thank
You!
Sam’s Club
Beach Community Bank

FFEE

Fort Walton Beach Medical Center
Avon Representative Renee Groom
t

Kenneth Worley
(Active Shooter 360, LLC);
Dume Msimanga and Leisa Fraser
(NXT LVL Lounge and Bar);
Ben Bondi (Beach City Motors);
Ryan Dowling (Axis Nutrition Center);
Mark Enringer, Cokie Tyler, and
Chuck Roland (RealJoy Properties).

Heritage Museum of Northwest FL
Debbie Dodge, Independent Sales
Director for Mary Kay
Hutchison Chiropractic Center
White-Wilson Medical Center
The Silver Slipper Casino

FI

CO

AY

T FRID
RS

FFEE

Emerald Coat Martial Arts
United for a Good Cause
EmeraldCoastTV.com
Xtreme Sports Fan
Yellow Dog Tables

t

First City Bank presented a check to Fresh
Start for Children and Families – the proceeds
from their very successful Gumbo Throwdown.
They all looked very festive – Cindy Fowler,
Brittany Redmon, Karen Criter of Fresh Start
flanked their Board Chair Mark Dutram (“Santa”)
and Betty Brassell from FCB, along with
Tracey Williams and Sharron Stevens.

Warren Averett
Jenny Craig
Tara R. Harden, MD
Dr. Peggy
Lisa Jo Spencer, PA
PS Gifts

FI

CO

AY

T FRID
RS

FFEE

SportClips
Repeat Street
Bit-Wizards
The Great Crate
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Promote and grow your business in 2018 through membership in the
Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce
You are the best advocate for your business. With your Chamber membership you can grow and expand your business.

It's your community
When you are a member of the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce you are actively involved in making a difference for generations to follow.
A voice for your business

The business community is strengthened by having a unified voice on key issues that impact growth opportunities. Join a collective voice to make a difference in your community.

Thank you to our 2018 sponsors!

