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Multi-Chamber Business Expo
& Taste of Okaloosa County
Tuesday, March 13, 2018
4 to 7 p.m.

Emerald Coast Convention Center
The biggest and best marketing and networking
opportunity in Okaloosa County!

Thank you to this year's sponsors:

Exceptional People. Exceptional Care.

A Message From The Chair Of The Board
March Madness
I’m too short to enjoy basketball, but I know many of
you will be glued to the TV later this month. Like most
sports, people come together to enjoy and support
their teams. It’s like we have football, baseball, NASCAR, golf, tennis and basketball communities. Members of these communities may not agree on all aspects of the game or race, but they are in agreement
about enjoying their sport and want to see it grow and
get better.

Greater Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce

ON THE COVER: March brings many wonderful ways
to promote your business. Call the Chamber at 850244-8191 to be a part of these events - or just attend
and have fun!

MARCH HIGHLIGHTS

See a complete March Events Calendar on page 17.
Find all Chamber events at www.FWBChamber.com

2 | First Friday Coffee
Friday, 7:00 a.m.

Sponsored by Emerald Coast Children’s Advocacy
Center and Silver Sands Premium Outlets
First Baptist Church Christian Life Center
21 First St., SE, Fort Walton Beach
Reserved tables available at FWBChamber.com

8 | Nothing But Networking
Thursday, 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Sponsored by Four Points by Sheraton
$15 - RSVP and pay in advance at FWBChamber.com

10 | Emerald Coast Kings of the Court
Saturday, 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Destin Commons
Register at ECKingsoftheCourt.com

13 | Multi-Chamber EXPO and
Taste of Okaloosa County

As a Chamber, we want our members to grow and
improve their personal and business situations. We offer
many opportunities for our members to network, learn
from subject experts and to become involved in Chamber activities. We are seeing a diverse group of memNick Chubb
Chair of the Board
bers come together to work on topics and issues that
affect Okaloosa County. This is occurring with our new
Community Perspectives committee. We have many companies and individuals
joining the Military Affairs Committee because they want to support our military and
help bridge the public and military communities.
As a Councilman for Cinco Bayou for more than 10 years and a Board member of
the Okaloosa County League of Cities, I have seen municipalities come together for
a common goal to improve our Community. Our Chamber has played important
roles in many of the initiatives that affect our Community. By building bridges between the various sub-communities in Okaloosa County, I hope that we can generate efficiencies that will reduce duplication of effort and lost opportunities. Working
together for a common goal should dramatically increase our success rate and create a better Community.
Speaking of success, last month we invited Quint Studer of the Studer Community
Institute to speak at our new luncheon series. He spoke of the dramatic revitalization of Pensacola, which he is instrumental in. Examples of how different communities within Pensacola came together and worked toward a common goal were
given. The take-away message is that if we come together with an open mindset
and a common objective, we can build a better, vibrant Community.

Tuesday, 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

My philosophy is if we can improve our Community (Okaloosa County), the residents win; our Chamber members win; our Municipal governments win. Let’s Build
Our Bridges!

CHAMBER STAFF

Nick Chubb
Your 2018 Chair

Emerald Coast Convention Center

President/CEO
Ted Corcoran, IOM

Information Specialist
Dayna Stinebiser

Director of Operations
Seth Luttrell

Director of Accounting
Chrissy Flanigan

Director of Marketing/PR
Eppi Azzaretto

Membership Specialist
Camille Webster

Director of Special Events
Rachelle Graves, IOM

Invaluable Volunteer
Patricia Payne

Building Bridges For Our Community
Coastlines is a publication of the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of
Commerce located at 34 SE Miracle Strip Pkwy., Fort Walton Beach, Florida
32548. Ph 850.244.8191 Fax 850.244.1935.
Submit information to Eppi Azzaretto at eppi@fwbchamber.org
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2017 CHAMBER LEADERSHIP TEAM
Executive Committee
Nick Chubb|Cabinets RRR Us

A Message From The FWBC President
I LOVE the Tourism Industry

Chair of the Board

Matt Turpin |Carr, Riggs & Ingram
2019 Chair of the Board-Elect

Bill Roberts | Barnes Insurance and Financial Service
Immediate Past Chair

Tammy McGaughy | Warren Averett
Treasurer

Stephen Smith | The Petermann Agency
Section Chair - Professional Development

Mark Hamrick | Business Interiors
Section Chair/Community

Vince Mayfield | Bit-Wizards

Section Chair/Business to Business

Oxana Solovieva | OxanaSol Commercial Real Estate
Section Chair/Networking

Board of Directors Term 2018-2020
Steve Baxter

Heather Ruiz

Kim Denman

Vicki Tarro

Mark Hamrick

Donna Tashik

Vince Mayfield

Term 2017-2019 Term 2016-2018
Jason Floyd

Charlotte Bergman

Olen HolstOn

Nick Chubb

Leslie Moland

Ken Hair

Patricia Payne
Oxana Solovieva
Tracy Stage
Diane Winnemuller

Bernard Johnson
Henry Kelley
Stephen Smith
Pam Woodall

LIFE Directors
C. LeDon Anchors
Charles D. Burgess
Jim Glenn
Kathy Houchins
C. H. Long
Bruce Marshall
Jeanne Rief
Joyce Sanders
H. Gene Smith
Lisa Jo Spencer
Kenneth Williamson

(Deceased)
(Deceased)

Ted Corcoran, IOM
President/CEO

I moved to Destin in 1990 as the Director of Sales/Marketing for the Holiday Inn on Okaloosa Island (now location
of Waterscape). My first course of business was to join the
FWB Chamber—and I remember we hosted many Chamber meetings and an annual banquet or two while I was
there. During my tenure at the Holiday Inn (and at other
lodging companies for which I worked), I have been actively involved in all aspects of our TDC—and have known
every TDC Director, every TDC Council member, most all
the staff; and I even served on the TDC Council when I
was a Destin City Council member (2004-2008). I started
my current role at the FWB Chamber in December 2005—
and fair to say that I have remained actively involved in
Okaloosa Tourism ever since.

I have NEVER been as excited as I am now for the future
of Okaloosa County Tourism. Since my good friend Darrel Jones retired as TDD (Tourist Development Department) Director—our tourism industry has been rudderless for
many years. Until now. With the hiring of our new TDD Director Jennifer Adams—and
the gathering of a great Tourist Development Council with Chamber members Melissa Matern (Resort Quest); Heather Ruiz (Destin Commons), Nick Sarra (Boardwalk),
Bruce Craul (Emerald Grande), Ken Wampler (Newman Dailey) and our elected
officials, we have some powerful, knowledgeable tourism gurus ready to move us
forward—and fast. We have a lot of lost years we have to make up for.
This team will also be collaborating on a 8-county regional tourism organization that
has been talked about for many years. It seems like the county barriers have been
lowered—allowing our area to REALLY collaborate—so Okaloosa County may be promoting Panama City Beach—and Pensacola and vice versa. On first pass, it seems
like we might be cutting into our potential share of the pie, but it actually will expand
the size of the pie.
Finally, Visit Florida (our state-wide tourism group) loves NW Florida and has more
amazing ideas to promote this portion of the state. And this promotion will not be just
for the busy summer season—but all the other months of the year. I believe annually
our area only has a 50% occupancy level—thus lots of rooms available—during lots of
times of the year—to entice more folks to come here—which is more business for us
all.
I ask you to join me in your support of everything tourism and keep yourself updated
on all the TDD/TDC/CVB (whatever we are ultimately going to call them)—is planning
for 2018 and beyond. It’s going to be great!

(Deceased)
(Deceased)
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members making
a difference!
ResortQuest Celebrates the Groundbreaking of Blu, a New
Condominium on Okaloosa Island
ResortQuest Real Estate, a real estate
leader in Northwest Florida for more
than 40 years, recently celebrated
the groundbreaking of Blu, the newest luxury condominium development on Okaloosa Island.
Blu, an upscale coastal contemporary development, features a prime
location in Okaloosa Island, a scenic
barrier island situated between the
Gulf of Mexico and the inter-coastal
waterway in Fort Walton Beach on
the Northwest Florida Gulf Coast. It
is the first residential condominium
community to be built on Okaloosa
Island in a decade, marking an exciting opportunity for homebuyers.
This stunning six-story condominium
development featuring 47 private residences is nestled on one of the last
vacant parcels fronting the Gulf in
the three-county area. Overlooking
300 feet of sugar-white sand beach,

“On behalf of the entire team at ResortQuest, we congratulate Rick Olson and the development team on
their latest project along the Emerald
Coast,” said Lino Maldonado, vice
president for Wyndham Vacation
Rentals North America. “Our very first
office was established right here on
Okaloosa Island 44 years ago, so we
are especially proud to bring such a
first-class development to market in
this community.”

tucked away on Okaloosa Island
behind a private, gated entry, Blu
amenities will include two Gulf-front
pools (one heated), a jetted hot tub,
a fitness center, and covered parking

spaces. Residences’ interior appointments will range from quartz countertops and high-end kitchen appliances to porcelain tile flooring and
private terraces up to 10 feet deep.

Blu offers four floor plans ranging in size
from three- to four-bedrooms, spanning 1,837 to 2,203 square feet, each
with Gulf-front or coastline views.
Pricing is from the high $700,000s. For
more information, visit ownblu.com or
call Cindy Blanton at (850) 428-2306
or Janette Klein at (850) 585-7872.

Opportunity Place Receives Donation
Opportunity Place, Inc., a shelter for women and families who are homeless, was a recent
recipient of a 2007 Toyota Corolla, a gift from a supporter of the shelter. Pictured, from left
to right, are Michael Wetzell, the owner of the car and the donor, Debra McDaniel, Executive Director of Opportunity Place, and Lee Wetzell, an Opportunity Place Board Member
and father of the donor. "This generous donation will be a necessary asset to one of our
residents," noted McDaniel. "Transportation is one of the main barriers for self-sufficiency,
which is the goal we have for all of our residents." The shelter is located on Lovejoy Road in Ft.
Walton, giving safety to families from all over Northwest Florida and the surrounding areas.
To find out more about the shelter, or to make a tax-deductible donation of a car, funds or
other items, go to their website at www.opifwb.org.
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A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

Mattie Kelly Arts Foundation
Installs 2018 Board, Bestows
Awards
The Mattie Kelly Arts Foundation (MKAF) - a not-for-profit charitable
arts organization founded in 1995 to be Northwest Florida's champion of cultural arts and arts education for all - recently kicked off
its 23rd season with an Awards and Induction Ceremony.
MKAF applauded the following retiring board members for their
dedicated service: Brian Beauchamp, Melinda Bowers, Stacey
Brady, Lorraine Christen, Donna Fox and Stephen Smith.

Youth Village Thanks Supporters
We thank Steven J. Czonstka, Executive Director of the Emerald Coast Tennis Council,
Inc., and his lovely wife Ann Czonstka for their donation to the Youth Village Capital
Campaign. Their generous donation helps us to continue our mission of providing a
safe and learning environment in which to help our children become future self-sufficient law-abiding citizens of our community. May God continue to bless you both!
Standing left to right are Ann Czonstka, Nellie Bogar, Executive Director of Youth Village, and Steve Czonstka.

Emerald Coast Science Center
Receives Grant from Boeing

More than 300 annual volunteers support the MKAF, but there is
always someone who stands out in the crowd. The Volunteer of
the Year Award recognized Dale Hull and Jim Nissley for contributing countless hours of volunteer service. Not only have these
gentlemen been supportive of their wives' 19-year career at MKAF,
Marcia Hull and Deb Nissely, but have worked quietly behind the
scenes at MKAF events, general property maintenance and other
odd jobs for nearly two decades.
The foundation's most prestigious award, the Chairman's Sterling
Award, honors that special board member who exemplifies commitment, spirit and vision to the Foundation's mission. Stacey Brady
of Grand Boulevard was this year's recipient recognizing her four
years of dedicated service as MKAF's 20th Anniversary Chair
and serving on the Public Relations, Friendraiser and Executive
Committees.
The passing of the gavel to the 2018 Chairman, Jackie Ely announced her fellow Executive Committee members: Heather
Ruiz, Vice Chairman, Kevin Bowyer, Treasurer, Bill Lindsley, Secretary, Shantelle Dedicke, Dion Moniz, Wayne Paul, and Kathy Whidden. Also installed were the 2018 elected board of directors: Keri
Atchley, Meagan Atwood, James Campbell, Debbie Dodge,
Rand Fernandez, Teresa Halverson, Kim Holley, Meloney Howell,
Denise Kendust, Pat Madden, Bill McQuillan, Misty Rae Ruthrauff,
Elizabeth Spies, Alexis Tibbetts and Todd Wilkinson.

Pictured L to R: Boeing Fort Walton Beach ECF representatives Shawn Daugherty, Mike, Logan, Diane Fraser,
Development Coordinator, Kate Fox and Ray Townsend.

The Emerald Coast Science Center was
honored to receive funding from the
Boeing Fort Walton Beach Employee
Community Fund (ECF) on January 30.
These grant funds will help improve the
Science Center's Girls Engaged in Making (GEM) workshops. Our GEM Workshops are aimed at providing girls with
hands-on activities and experiences to

keep them involved in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
(STEM). GEM Workshops are fun, engaging, educational, and show the numerous ways STEM topics can be pursued.
The Science Center is extremely grateful
to the Boeing Fort Walton Beach ECF for
the opportunity to expand GEM Workshops with these funds.
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A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

IMPACT 100 NWF Announces 2018 Board of Directors

Since its creation in 2012, IMPACT 100 of Northwest
Florida has awarded $1.7 million in grants to local
nonprofits organizations in Okaloosa and Walton
counties, which includes four $102,000 grants in
2017. The organization empowers women to become philanthropists and leaders so they can be
a positive force for good in their community.
IMPACT 100 of Northwest Florida has announced
their 2018 Board of Directors.
Leading the organization as President is Ms. Lisa

Jo Spencer. Ms. Spencer started her own law firm
in 2014 after being a founding member of another local firm. After earning her law degree from
Stetson University College of Law, she served in
the United States Air Force and subsequently the
Air Force Reserves until 2005 where she held the
rank of Major. She has served as a prosecutor and
Assistant State Attorney for the First Judicial Circuit in Okaloosa County and was appointed by
the Chief Circuit Judge of the First Judicial Circuit
to serve as member of the Canvassing Board for
Okaloosa. Over the years Ms. Spencer has been

involved in various civic and community organizations throughout Okaloosa County. She has been
an active member of IMPACT 100 NWF since 2014.
Other IMPACT 100 NWF Board of Directors include:
Amanda Gordon, Vice President; Cindy McCue,
Co-Treasurer; Wendy McAdams Dorr, Co-Treasurer; Pam Woodall, Secretary; Teresa Bolton; Kay
Crawford; Dr. joyce gillie gossom; Dawn Hoffman;
Cynthia Hyatt; Susan Page; Jennifer Poland; Gayle
Powers; Sandy Sims; Pauline Sotiri; Jo Stewart; Kimberly Sulipeck; Sandy Trammell; Connie H. Yarbro.

Emerald Coast Martial Arts Helps Prepare Kids for Summer
Here are a few safety tips to
ensure a fun, safe break and
peace of mind. First some stats:
Did you know that ONLY 10% of
predators are strangers to the
child? An alarming 90% are
someone they know and 23% of
them are children (classmate,
playmate, sibling, childcare/
daycare kid, neighbor).
TIPS FOR KIDS:
• Teach your kids not to wander
off or “explore when in a new
area (out of site)
• Tricky people– These are people who may seem safe but are
not. Tricky people tell kids to
keep secrets, or want them to
leave the place your child is currently at.

Master Cayer instructs youth during a free Stranger Danger seminar at ECMA.

• Teach your kids not to do anything, go anywhere, with anyone
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unless they have asked for permission first. This includes neighbors, family members and especially people they don’t know.
• Make sure your child has memorized your important phone
numbers and your name (not
Mom or Dad). Let them know
not to ever go with anyone.
• Enroll them in a ECMA self-defense program, camp or class to
have them physically learn and
role play self-protection tactics.
At ECMA your first class is always
free.
TIPS FOR PARENTS:
• Don’t write your child’s name
on the outside of stuff like a
backpack, jacket or personal
items. If a person approaches your child and calls him by
name their warning flags might

not go up at all or as quickly as
you hoped.
• Have a vacation game plan
and stick to it. Avoid confusion.
• Never carry a weapon you do
not know how to use or won’t use
in a crisis.
• Enroll yourself in a self-defense
program or class for self-protection tactics.
Master Cayer is a Self-Protection
specialist, a 9th Degree Black
Belt and a prior FWB Police officer. He owns and teaches at
Emerald Coast Martial Arts, 726
Beal Pkwy., FWB (next to Sam’s
Club). Get prepared now.
Summer camps start in June. Call
850/664-KICK (5425) today for
class information or to register.

A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

Nine Rehabilitated Sea Turtles Given a Second Chance

The Gulfarium's C.A.R.E. Center recently released
nine rehabilitated sea turtles. A huge crowd of
several hundred people were in attendance at
Henderson Beach State Park to witness the event.
Seven of the nine sea turtles released were considered cold stunned, and the other two sea turtles
ingested fishing hooks and line.
Among the group was Seadar, a sub-adult Loggerhead, who arrived at the C.A.R.E. Center in

November, 2017. X-rays showed nine hooks, a lead
weight, and fishing line in her system. "One of the
hooks embedded in Seadar's esophagus was a
marlin hook. It was the largest hook I've ever seen in
a sea turtle," said Terra Throgmorton, Lead Aquarist
for Gulfarium.
Surrounded by the crowds, Will Merrill, the President
of Gulfarium said "It is always validating to see such
a great turnout. We witness the good, the bad, and

the ugly when it comes to rehabilitating these sea
turtles. The crowds validate our team's hard work
towards getting these sea turtles healthy, and back
out into the Gulf."
The Gulfarium CARE Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, is proud to act as a beacon for coastal conservation through marine animal rescue and rehabilitation. Donations are tax-deductible and can
be made online on the C.A.R.E. Center's page.

Fort Walton Beach Medical Center and Twin Cities Hospital
Unveils Xenex LightStrike Germ-Zapping Robot
ness by disinfecting and destroying
hard-to-kill germs, bacteria and superbugs in hard-to-clean places.

Fort Walton Beach / Niceville, Florida, January 22, 2018 - Fort Walton
Beach Medical Center and Twin Cities Hospital announce they are the
first and only two hospitals in the
Tri-County Area to use the Xenex
LightStrike® Germ-Zapping Robot™
to enhance environmental cleanli-

Fort Walton Beach Medical Center
and Twin Cities Hospital are the first
to tap into a technology that uses
pulsed xenon ultraviolet (UV) light
to quickly destroy bacteria, viruses,
mold and other pathogens that can
cause healthcare associated infections (HAI). “While both medical
facilities are the only two hospitals
in the area to receive an “A” rating for patient safety from the Leap
Frog Group, we still wanted to make
this capital investment to keep our
hospitals equipped with the latest
technology”, stated Mitch Mongell,

CEO of Fort Walton Beach Medical
Center.
Xenex Disinfection Services’ LightStrike Germ-Zapping Robots have
been proven to quickly destroy the
germs and bacteria in ORs that can
cause infections using pulsed xenon ultraviolet (UV) light. Hundreds
of hospitals use LightStrike robots to
disinfect their ORs after the day’s
procedures are complete and two
hospitals have published peer-reviewed studies showing 46%-100%
reductions in their SSI rates when the
LightStrike robot was used to disinfect ORs after terminal cleaning.
The portable Xenex system can dis-

infect a typical procedure room in
four- or five-minute cycles without
warm-up or cool-down times. Operated by the hospital cleaning staff,
it can be used in any department
and in any unit within a healthcare
facility, including isolation rooms,
operating rooms, general patient
care rooms, contact precaution areas, emergency rooms, bathrooms
and public spaces. “While our hospital infection rates are enviable,
we always strive for zero. Zero is the
only infection rate acceptable to us.
So adding this new technology will
make our patient care even safer
than it is today”, stated David Whalen, CEO of Twin Cities Hospital.
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A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

Sacred Heart Hospital Takes Surgery Beyond the Limits of the Human Hand
Sacred Heart Hospital on the Emerald
Coast has acquired the newest stateof-the-art da Vinci Xi ® Surgical System,
one of the most precise and least invasive surgical treatments available.
Thanks to the newly advanced, robotic, computer and optical technologies,
many patients at Sacred Heart will experience faster recovery with shorter
hospital stay, smaller incisions with less
discomfort and reduced need for pain
medicine.
“Our community deserves the most advanced medical care we able to give
them. This robotic system allows our patients to recover from surgery as quickly
as possible,” said Roger Hall, president
of Sacred Heart Hospital on the Emerald Coast. “We are committed to being a leader in providing patients with
minimally invasive treatments.”
Gynecologic surgeon Dr. Glenn Bankert
of Sacred Heart Medical Group is one
of several highly skilled surgeons who
will be using the new technology to

perform minimally invasive surgeries.
“For our gynecologic surgery patients,
this robotic technology means less
pain, reduced blood loss, less scarring, shorter hospital stays and faster
recovery times compared to more traditional surgical techniques,” said Dr.
Bankert. “We expect to see decreased
rates of infection, decreased length of
stay in the hospital and faster return to
baseline function so patients are better
prepared if they need to undergo additional treatment beyond surgery.”
Robotic arms equipped with a camera
are guided remotely by the surgeon’s
precise movements into the patient’s
abdomen or chest through small incisions, typically the size of a dime. Surgeons see high-resolution video and
move up to four robotic arms remotely
to perform procedures. The da Vinci
Xi instruments have tiny mechanical
wrists that bend and rotate to mimic
the movements of the human wrist –
allowing the surgeon to perform even
the most complex and delicate proce-

dures through very small incisions with
great precision.
The da Vinci Xi ® System can be used
across a wide spectrum of minimally
invasive surgical procedures and has
been optimized for procedures in which
instruments must be able to reach up
and down and across the abdomen or
chest.
The new robot will be used at Sacred
Heart in the following specialty areas:
• General surgery
(such as gallbladder, hernia repair, gastroenterology, colon procedures)
• Gynecologic surgery
• Future Urologic surgery
“Robotic technology continues to advance allowing our surgeons to perform
more intricate and complex surgeries
that are less invasive,” said Dr. Gary
Pablo, Chief Medical Officer at Sacred
Heart. “We are pleased to be able to
serve our patients with the newest robotic
technology available in our region.”

The community is invited to an
open house event on Tuesday,
March 13, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
on the hospital’s second-floor
atrium area for a meet-n-greet
with our surgical team and a “test
drive” of the da Vinci Xi® robot.
Refreshments will be served.

Military Family Appreciation Day on April 14
Take a Trip
Take a Coastlines!

Our Chamber Members are going to some pretty interesting places these
days – and they’re taking some great reading material along with them for
a little touch of home. Take a photo and share it with us!

Send your photos to eppi@fwbchamber.org

ZT Motors of Fort Walton Beach is honored to
host Military Family Appreciation Day, a festival
at the Fort Walton Beach Landing (139 Brooks
Street, Fort Walton Beach) designed to honor
the service and the sacrifices made by military
families and veterans throughout our area.
The event will be on Saturday, April 14, from
11 a.m. to 6 p.m., and will include live bands
and recorded music, a free children’s play
area with inflatables, military services exhibitors, and free food and drinks from a variety
of vendors. Throughout the day there will be
drawings for prizes totaling over $5,000, including a $2,400 BOTE Paddle Board package
and a new HVAC system from A Superior Air
Conditioning Co.

The event is presented by ZT Motors of Fort
Walton Beach, with support from the Military
Affairs Committee of the Greater Fort Walton
Beach Chamber of Commerce.
Sponsoring organizations to date are:
Fort Walton Beach Medical Center
Bank of England Mortgage
Eglin Federal Credit Union
A Superior Air Conditioning Co.
Kids Discovery Centers
the City of Fort Walton Beach and
the Northwest Florida Daily News
Additional sponsorship opportunities are still
available. For more information, contact the
Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce at 850.244.8191 or FWBChamber.com.

Presents:

Greater Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce

Military Family & Veterans
Appreciation Day!

Our 2018 Chair Nick Chubb is a wine connoisseur, so it comes as
no surprise that on a recent trip to Atlanta, he visited his favorite
wine shop. He was inspired by this particular vintage – who could
argue with this great name???

Saturday, April 14 • 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The Landing Park in FWB
FWBChamber.com • 850-244-8191

Live Bands • Free children’s play area with inflatables • Military Exhibitors • Free Food • Drawings for prizes totaling over $5,000!
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Military Affairs Committee|Follow The Path Of Growth
The good majority of us join the Chamber to promote and grow our businesses, no surprise there. What is a surprise
is how much growth we experience in
not only business, but in ourselves. That
is, when we make the commitment to
participate in, rather than just attend
events.

Ryan Price

HST Corporate Interiors

It is always exciting to meet military
members who have decided to remain
past their military commitments and
open businesses in our local area. At
our recent New Members’ Luncheon,
we met three such community members. One retired 7th Special Forces
Group member, one Army instructor

from the Navy EOD school and one
Army spouse, all of whom have or are
opening local businesses. Three great
examples of melding our military and
civilian community members and continuing our path of growth.
We look forward to welcoming these
three into our MAC and strengthening our mission “To foster a community
of support and an atmosphere of understanding among our local armed
forces, veterans, their families and the
local businesses.”
The greater Fort
Walton Beach area has a multitude of
missions,resulting is an amazing community.

I invite, challenge each of you to join,
attend and moreover, participate in
our MAC. You’ll be surprised how much
growth you will experience.
If you are interested in attending or in
joining our MAC, please contact Seth
Luttrell at (850) 244-8191 or email seth@
fwbchamber.org
Ryan Price
Chairman, (MAC)
Military Affairs Committee
HST Corporate Interiors

WomenConnect|What is WomenConnect All About?
People ask all the time how I keep a
healthy work/life balance because the
outside perception is that I “do it all.”
I definitely don’t and can’t “do it all.”
One of the things we are not typically
taught right out of college is how to create a healthy work/life balance. That is
one of those areas that should be addressed with young individuals, espe-

cially women, but it’s not. How do we
stay organized? How do we have time
to build our business and still get out
into the community? How do we plan
our day? How do we manage stress?
What happens to all of that when husbands and kids are thrown into the mix?
Join the WomenConnect committee on
March 28th at 11:30 am to learn about

how to handle those areas and manage your life. We only have one life to
live; it’s up to us to learn how to enjoy it!
Jennifer Kraus, Bit-Wizards
2018 WomenConnect
Committee Chair

Jennifer Kraus
Bit-Wizards

RPM Committee|If You Want To Go Fast...

Painting With a Twist

This statement speaks to the heart of
what the Referral Partners and Marketing (RPM) Committee is all about. RPM is
about accomplishing the goal, not winning the race. Our meetings work to establish foundations to become a master
networker. Together we are working on
our introductions, establishing a positive
presence, and training our fellow RPM
members to become our part time sales
force. How many businesses in Fort Walton Beach can claim a sales force of potentially 15-40 people? I can’t think of
any. However, if you are a member of
RPM you can claim that force for yourself.

“If you want to go fast, go
alone. If you want to go far,
go with others.”
---African Proverb

Wouldn’t it be a consolation to know
that during a regular work day with all
of its distractions, with all of its twists and

David Presnell

turns, with all of its interruptions you still
have people out in the world looking
out for your business to make up for that
lost time? RPM members are doing that
for each other. We understand that the
best way to establish relationships with
our customers is to become a problem
solver for them. As a member of RPM you
can help your own customers with (just
to name a few RPM businesses) radio
advertising, insurance for auto, home,
and business, fire protection services,
electrical repairs, retirement planning,
retirement living, science education,
video production. You can refer people
from these fields to help solve the problems of your customers, and strengthen
your relationship at the same time.
I invite you to attend the next RPM meet-

ing at the Chamber Boardroom (March
20 at 8:00 am). It always falls on the third
Tuesday of the month. Bring something
to eat and enjoy complimentary juice
and coffee with your breakfast.
Get involved with people who are serious about networking, marketing, and
growing in the RPM experience this year!
Networking, Education, Fellowship, Marketing and FUN! We are always looking for dynamic individuals interested in
self improvement, self confidence, and
sometimes even a little self destruction!!
If you want to go fast, go alone. If you
want to go far, go with others!
David Presnell
Painting With a Twist
2018 RPM Committee Chair
Referral Partners & Marketing Committee
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MEMBERSHIP renewals |January 2018
MEMBERS

get

it!

654 Limo, Inc.

Gold’s Gym

Advanced Fire Protection Services, Inc.

Gulf Coast Electric

Air Force Association, Eglin Chapter

H & H Accounting & Tax, Inc.

Allergy Partners of the Emerald Coast

Hampton Inn &Suites, Mary Esther

American House at Bluewater Bay Independent Living

Handwoven by Design

Aunt Martha’s Bed & Breakfast

Hilton Garden Inn Fort Walton Beach

Rotary Club of Fort Walton Beach

B Britt, LLC

Hilton Sandestin Beach Golf Resort & Spa

Scooter Brothers

Beach Community Mortgage

Holiday Inn Express – Eglin AFB

Shalimar United Methodist Church

Beachside Community Church

Holiday Inn Resort Fort Walton Beach

SOCKS – Save Our Cats & Kittens

Beal Parkway Self Storage

Tracy Jones

Somerset Apartments

Benjamin F. Edwards & Co.

Sadie Jones

SoundSide Apartments

Bit-Wizards

Krewe of Bowlegs

Southern Star Printing, LLC

Blackstone Golf Course

Lamar Advertising Co.

Striving for Perfection Ministries

Glenda Bryant

Lisa Jo Spencer, PA

Superior Granite

Caldwell Associates Architects, Inc.

Liza Jackson Preparatory School

Superior Residents of Niceville

Center for Lifelong Learning, Inc.

Molina Healthcare

Tammy’s Journeys

Center Line Associates

Mortgage Rescue Coaching

TaylorChandler, LLC

Century 21 Blue Marlin Pelican

NBI Properties, Inc.

The Gulf Okaloosa Island

Children in Crisis, Inc.

Northwest Florida Area Agency on Aging, Inc.

The Insurance Center of NW Florida, Inc.

Cinco Baptist Church

NW FL Military Officers Association

The Nautilus Condominium Association

Commando Village

Okaloosa Arts Alliance

The Petermann Agency

Complete Signs

Okaloosa County Commission

TownePlace Suites by Marriott – Fort Walton Beach

CornerStone Financial

	— on the Status of Women

Trinity United Methodist Church

Cotton & Gates

Okaloosa County Tax Collector

Troy University – Fort Walton Beach

Dennis & Company

Okaloosa Gas District

Twisted Grape Wine Bar & Café

Dermatology Specialists of Florida

Okaloosa Outpatient Center

Unity in Fort Walton Beach

Distinguished Young Women of Okaloosa County

Okaloosa Saves

USO

EcoView Windows and Doors

Okaloosa Technical College

Valparaiso Coca-Cola Bottling Company

El Matador Management Rental Office

Owen Organization

Venture Realty

Embassy Suites Destin – Miramar Beach

Painting with a Twist

Walgreens

Emerald Coast Business Intermediaries

PartyLite Independent Consultant Wilma Shively

Waterscape Condominium Owners Association

Emerald Coast Church Assembly of God

Shirley Pigott

WEAR ABC 3 Television Station

Emerald Coast Inn & Suites

Mary Polson

White-Wilson Medical Center

Endless Horizons Realty

Primerica Financial Services

Fryer Cluck LLC, dba Zaxby’s

First Florida Bank

Ramada Plaza Beach Resort

Florida State Rep. Mel Ponder

Red Lobster

Fort Walton Rehabilitation Center

Reliance Test & Technology, LLC

Fort Walton Yacht Club

Republican Women of Okaloosa Federated

Foster’s Professional Janitorial Service

ResortQuest by Wyndham Vacation Rentals

Fresh Start for Children and Families

Rooter Man Plumbing

Dr. David Goetsch
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Join a collective voice
to make a difference in
your community.

Fort Walton Beach
An INTERNATIONAL CITY
By David Triana
President, Conexion Media Group

On Sunday, May 6th, Conexión
Media Group invites you to
celebrate UNITY at INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL Fort Walton
Beach. This FREE and OPEN
TO THE PUBLIC event will have
Music, Food, Folklore and Art
in a family-friendly event to
be held at The Landing from
11am – 7pm.
For businesses and vendors, this
event will provide an invaluable opportunity to showcase your products
and services to a large and varied
audience. For details: https://www.
facebook.com/InternationalFestivalFortWaltonBeach/
We thank the Greater FWB Chamber
of Commerce for being a co-sponsor of this event, which we hope will
become an annual tradition. Active
Chamber members will receive a
25% discount from the sponsor levels
or vendor fees.
We hope this event will give locals
and visitors a home-town opportunity to enjoy the many international
tastes, products, and traditions they
have enjoyed as they have visited or
lived in many nations of the world.
Just like that variety makes our U.S.
Olympic teams greatly competitive,
I think that variety is also key in making us the most successful nation in
the world!
The recent Winter Olympics took
place in South Korea, a nation in
which I have been fortunate to live
and later vacation. I loved watching
our delegation march in and seeing
the different races and ethnic back-

grounds of our AMERICAN athletes.
One of the great stories was that of
17 year old Chloe Kim, who captivated the entire nation and the world
with her smile and more importantly,
with her powerful performance
in winning the gold medal in the
snowboarding halfpipe competition.
I loved watching the excitement in
the faces of her father Jong and
her mother Boran, as they looked
on. The neatest part of the story is
that Chloe's parents, who emigrated
from South Korea in 1982, grew up
in Seoul...only two hours from Pyeonchang and where much of her
extended family still lives.
The U.S. figure skating team is another microcosm of our nation,
among its 14 members, there are at
least six whose background is either
from Taiwan, China, and/or Japan.
Including Mirai Nagasu, whose parents are not yet U.S. citizens. Mirai
became the first American female
figure skater to land a triple axel
at the Olympics and only the third
woman in history to do so! When
Mirai, whose name means "future" in
Japanese, reached the age of 22,
she was required by Japanese law
to relinquish her American-Japanese
dual citizenship, Mirai chose U.S.
citizenship!
People say the American Dream is
"dead.” Tell that to Chloe's or Mirai's
parents!
The traditions and culture, whether
European, Asian, Native American,
Latin American, etc., come together
to make us the great nation that
many, rich and poor, would love to
live in to achieve the still very much
alive American Dream.
Together, help Fort Walton Beach
send a message of unity to our region and nation as "The World UNITES

Conexión Media Group UNITY at INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL
Sunday, May 6th • 11am – 7pm • Fort Walton Beach Landing
Music, Food, Folklore and Art
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Nothing But

NETWORKING

Sponsored by

Thanks to the crew at Shalimar Pointe Golf Club for providing
such a terrific lunch for the February Nothing But Networking.
Ray Edwards from Community Broadcasters represented the Featured Business,
and we learned a lot more about their services from the accompanying game.
We actually SOLD OUT in February – so don’t be disappointed – register early in
order to be one of the first ten to be considered for the “Featured Business” –
and before March 3 to be considered for the “Buzzer Game.”

Featured
Business

Community Broadcasters is
a group of four local radio
stations focused on business
relationships to better our
community. We leverage the
power of radio to connect
buyers and sellers while keeping the local community informed on important events
and issues. The name says it
all, “Community.” Partnering
with worthy causes like Bikes
or Bust to promote and to
give back to the community
is at the heart of Community
Broadcasters’ existence

Join Us In March | Nothing But Networking | Thursday, Mar. 8, 11:30 to 1:00 pm
Sponsored by Four Points by Sheraton, 1325 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE, Fort Walton Beach

Remember: NBN reservations must be PAID at time of reservation. Register online for $15 in advance.

RSVP and PAY at www.FWBChamber.com • $15 Per Chamber member with RSVP; $20 for non-members or at door or if you do not RSVP.
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Tourism Committee|No Crystal Ball Here . . .
Although we’re now two months into 2018
it’s still impossible to forecast what tourism for the FWB area, or indeed the rest of
Florida will be like in the coming year. A
couple of things are certain however. The
first is that the tourist promotion bodies like
our own TDD and Visit Florida will require
money to attract both new and previous
visitors--and that will always cause controversy!

Martin Owen

The Owen Organization

All of our local TDD’s budget comes from
Tourist Development Tax, known to you
and me as Bed Tax, which is collected from
transient visitors staying in accommodations in the narrowly defined Bed Tax area
(essentially just a narrow coastal strip, not
the whole county). On what the tax can
be spent is also narrowly defined, which
has caused considerable upset in the past
among some groups. There have been re-

quests to spend money on infrastructure in
the north of the County, which didn’t work
as a) you can’t currently spend money in
an area where it’s not collected and b) it
can only be spent on tourism promotion.
Well, this coming year there’s a very good
chance that the way that bed tax can be
used will be changed. State Bill 658 has
been introduced which, if passed, could
allow funding for things like transportation and sewer projects. Naturally that has
raised concerns from a number of tourism
organizations as they feel that it could
drastically reduce the money available for
promotion and marketing.
Talking of which, Governor Scott has
asked for an increase of $24 million in Visit
Florida’s funding for the year (to a total of
$100 million). This has agitated (to say the
least) some lawmakers, who feel that tour-

ist promotion doesn’t actually do anything.
Strangely none of those are involved in the
tourism industry, nor are they part of the
1.4 million Florida jobs that are tied to the
tourist industry.
Naturally I’m biased, but I think a great
many folks in the Greater Fort Walton
Beach Chamber would also feel similarly.
After all, Tourism is the lifeblood of our
community. That’s demonstrated by the
attendance at the Tourism Committee
meetings that take place every third Tuesday of the month at 11:30. Even if you’re
not directly in the Tourism business, I’m sure
your organization is affected by how many
visitors we attract. Come along and join in.
Martin Owen
The Owen Organization
Co-Chair, 2018 Tourism Committee

Community Perspectives|Identifying and Solving Community Issues
Community Perspectives is the Chamber’s
newest committee and I am honored to
be your 2018 chair.
Our mission for this committee is to identify
issues affecting our communities on which
we, as Chamber members, can make an
impact. We don’t want to just talk about
the issues, we also want to take action on
them as individuals and as a committee.

Mark Franks

We had a great turnout for our meeting in
February and I would like to thank the Fort
Walton Beach Medical Center’s Director
of Behavioral Health Angelo Pananas for

an educational and eye-opening presentation. We covered some tough subjects
such as PTSD, depression, substance use
disorders and the impact they have on a
community.
In March we are going to dive deeper
into our local issues and take what we
have learned to look for ways that we
can make a difference. Diane Keller
(FWB Council) and Ed Ryan (FWB Police
Chief) will be joining us and will share
their thoughts on the opioid crisis, mental
health problems and how jail diversion
programs may help decrease jail popu-

lation, which could save us money and
make our community safer.
Community partnerships is the key to finding solutions to these difficult challenges, so
please join us and share your perspective.
This committee is open to all Chamber
members. We meet on the second Thursday of each month at 8 am at your FWB
Chamber of Commerce.
Mark Franks
Eglin Federal Credit Union
2018 Community Perspectives Chair

Eglin Federal Credit Union

YOU STOP WORKING
AT 65. YOUR MONEY
STOPS WORKING AT
65. THIS COULD BE
A PROBLEM.

2130099

Caring

Candace Collister Charles C. West, ChFC® Jessica Davenort, AAMS®
Registered Associate Branch Mgr / Financial Planner
Financial Planner
Chris Latta, CFP®
Financial Planner

NF-10977611

Call today to schedule your personal tour & complimentary lunch!

2000 Principal Lane (off Mar Walt Dr.) Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547
www.belvederecommonsfortwaltonbeach.com • 850.243.7735

Assisted Living Lic. # 9819

Clay Brock

Financial Planner
Investment Mgt Consultant

29 Eglin Parkway N.E., Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548
11490 Emerald Coast Pkwy, Destin, FL 32550
1429 Quintard Ave. Anniston, AL 36201
850-796-2045
www.irarollover.pro
2130100

for your loved ones as
if they are our own.

Kelly Latta

Financial Advisor

So this is our commitment to you. We will work as diligently to help
manage and preserve your money as you did earning it. And help
create a passionately disciplined plan designed to help provide
sustainable income for your riveting next chapter. Discover all that
we can do for you.
LIFE WELL PLANNED.

*Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC, an independent broker/dealer, and are not insured by Bank insurance,
the FDIC, or any other Government agency, are not deposits or obligations of the bank, and are subject to risks, including the possibility of loss of principal.
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The January Business After Hours, sponsored by Emerald Coast Science Center, was
a great time for members to network and to discover more about many of our
member Non-Profits. Most are active participants in the Chamber’s Community
Outreach Committee, which meets on the first Tuesday of each month. Come
and join us!

Join Us In March For The Multi-Business EXPO | Tuesday, March 13, 4:00 to 7:00 pm
Emerald Coast Convention Center, 1250 Miracle Strip Pkwy., Fort Walton Beach
The Multi-Chamber Business Expo will serve as the Business After Hours for March.
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Welcome! | New Member Reception | January

Each month, the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce has a special luncheon for our newest members. Check out these businesses and welcome them to the Chamber!
Cindy Fowler
Fresh Start for Children & Families/ Repeat Street Thrift Store
8 Bobolink Str., NE, Fort Walton Beach, 32548, 850-243-5648
Repeat Street Third Store is run to support Fresh Start for Children and Families.
Repeat Street is run entirely by volunteers. Come have a gret time! We want
you to Shop, Donate, Volunteer, Change Lives! Open Monday through Saturday, 10 to 5, 10 Walter Martin Rd., Fort Walton Beach, 32548, 850-200-4006 for
furniture pickups.
Akiko Veil
BizLounge
652 Beal Pkwy, Fort Walton Beach, 850-213-1877
BizLounge offers coworking spaces with childcare. We have three open spaces
that can comfortably fit 30 people, six individual offices, two conference rooms
and two nurseries (enclosed with certified babysitters). This facility will cater
to those who work from home with children, freelancers, small businesses to
have a business address, a professional office to work at, and be able to work in
peace while their children are having fun in a separate room.
Ash McDowell
Independent Distributor, Youngevity Int’l,
P. O. Box 1553, Destin, 32540-1553, 850-259-0284
Wholistic, naturopathic, nutritional protocols for health and healing through
health coaching and supplementing with organic, colloidal materials, plantbased nutrition, fro a naturopathic doctor (ND). Home-base business opportunity. Independent agent for Teladoc?Telecare: 27/7/365 acess virtually for
$9.999 a month to board-certified medical doctors. Independent agent for
David Allen Capital (DAC), specializing in loans to small businesses. Agent positions available with Telecare and DAC.
Zane Holscher & Mindy Whalen
International Running Company, 850-659-7379
Our electronic race timing and event management company is proud to have
served the local community for the past three years and we look forward to
partnering with even more businesses, non-profits, and individuals to put
on great events. We take great pride in working with events of all types and
sizes to make the event director’s life easier, bring in more registrations, and
give participants an outstanding experience. Our expertise in fundraising and
event management, combined with our cutting edge race timing, registration,
and results platform helps organizations grow existing events or bring new
events to life. Please contact us to see how we can help you bring in more revenue, lower your workload, and wow your participants!

Christine & Don Davidson
Errand Catchers, LLC, 850-710-8342
Errand Catchers LLC was created in 2015 to run your business and personal
errands. Just some of the services we offer are courier, business deliveries
extending from Pensacola to Panama City Beach, banking, supply runs, foot
traffic promotions, pickups, drop offs and much more. Personal errands for
those who can’t get out, need to be in two places at one time, or just don’t
have enough time in the day include groceries, medical supplies, medications,
banking, postal and appointment sitting, just to name a few. We are proud to
announce that we now offer senior transportation to and from doctor appointments for those who live independently but just do not drive.
Brian & Krystal Boelk & Erika Pool
Allure Home Staging
531 Eglin Pkwy, Fort Walton Beach, 850-396-2637
Let Allure set the stage for your home. We offer staging and organizing services. Maybe you’re stuck and not sure how to fix your home décor? Allure can
help! “Home is where success begins.”
Dr. Bran McAllister, Candidate, Okaloosa Co. School Board, Dist. 5
P. O. box 811, Niceville, 32588, 850-865-9935
Our school system is facing challenges that threaten our status as the finest
school district in Florida: aging infrastructure with significant population
growth; incidents in the press that have shaken citizens’ confidence in leadership; families who feel we are not keeping their children safe; taxpayers who
question how their dollars are spent. These problems did not arise overnight;
they are not solved overnight. I bring innovative ideas, fresh perspectives, and
strategic vision gained during years of experience as a leader in the military,
industry, and education; asking hard questions, solving problems, and making
tough decisions. I will represent the interests of the citizens, not simply repeat
the skills and perspectives already resident within the school district that the
school board oversees.
Jen Sullivan
Guilday Law
36468 Emerald Coast Pkwy, Ste. 2101, Destin, 32541, 850-224-7091.
Guilday Law is a full service law firm representing individuals and businesses of
all sizes throughout Northwest Florida. Guilday Law has a team of experienced
lawyers who provide representation to clients in matters involving business,
environmental and administrative, employment, insurance and litigation. Our
commitment is to provide excellent service to help our clients resolve their
problems successfully and efficiently so that they can focus on their business.

Thank you to Chilli's
for sponsoring the
January New
Members lunch!

Jocelyn and Enrique Reyna
Plexus Worldwide, 910-261-3874 or 850-716-6815
Plexus is more than a Health Company. As your local Independent Ambassadors, we offer unmatched products to get you on the right path in your health
journey! Did you know? 85% of Americans wake up tired. 60% of Americans
are overweight or obese. 60% of Americans have gut dysbiosis. Over 70% of
our immunity comes from the gut, and Plexus provides the Weight Management, Nutrition, or Personal Care products you need. Our products, values, opportunity and support, combined with your dreams, drive, and commitment
are totally unstoppable. For those interested in supplementing their current
income, Plexus also has a unique Compensation Plan that is profitable, rewarding and fun!!! People around the country are experiencing amazing results –
and you can too!
Regina Walsh
The Brain Injury Connection, Inc.
913 Beal Pkwy, NW, Fort Walton Beach, 32547, 850-792-4235
The Brain Injury Correction, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that is
dedicated to increasing community awareness about brain injury, its prevention, and life after brain injury. Our mission is to educate and share information
about local/national resources and professional services, to provide emotional
support and social opportunities for our members, and to advocate for individuals with brain injury.
Dr. Diane Kelley,
School Board Candidate and owner, Priority Professional Development
1281 Bayshore Dr., N., Valparaiso, FL 32580, 850-217-5207
In my business (Priority Professional Development), I offer customized training
for staff and businesses, schools, and school districts. Topics range from public
speaking, to leadership, quality feedback, and more! As a school board candidate, I offer more than 36 years of public school experience as a teacher, principal, and district level leader. I have led curriculum and technology initiatives,
overseen multi-million dollar budgets, and collaborated with local and state
agencies – all for the benefit of students and teachers in our communities.
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Our mission

is to strengthen local businesses and enhance the
quality of life in our community by providing services
which help businesses help themselves.

Greater Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce
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Mazda of Fort Walton Beach

940 Beal Pkwy, NW, Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-863-2167

BizLounge

652 Beal Pkwy, NW, Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-213-1877

Bizy’s Mowers and More, LLC

7 Walter Martin Rd., NE, Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-301-0840
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Studio of Arts

207 Hospital Drive, Fort Walton Beach, 32549
850-376-9098

Vintage Barn

765 Beal Pkwy, NW, Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-737-2331

Welcome!

| January 2018

New Chamber Members
Don Davidson

We encourage you to attend any of the Chamber’s committee meetings as a guest to see whether
that particular group suits your expectations and will help you promote your business. The regular monthly
meetings are almost always held in the FWB Chamber Conference Room. Call the Chamber at 244-8191
to reserve your spot or to get answers to your questions.

2 | Friday

First Friday Coffee | 7:00 a.m.		

15 | Thursday

6 | Tuesday

16 | Friday

8 | Thursday

19 | Monday

Nothing But Networking | 11:30 a.m.

20 | Tuesday

Akiko Veil

BizLounge
652 Beal Pkwy, NW, Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-213-1877

Empower Young Professionals | 11:30 a.m.

Community Outreach Committee | 8:00 a.m.
Community Perspectives Committee | 8:00 a.m.

MAC - Military Affairs Committee | 11:30 a.m.

9 | Friday

RPM - R Promotion & Marketing | 8:00 a.m.
Tourism Committee Meeting | 11:30 a.m.

10 | Saturday

21 | Wednesday

New Member Lunch | 11:00 a.m.

22 | Thursday

13 | Tuesday

Board Of Directors | 11:30 a.m.

Healthcare Committee | 8:00 a.m.
Monthly Power Hour: Lunch & Learn | 11:30 a.m.
Multi-Chamber EXPO | 4 - 7 p.m.

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Destin Grocery Girls
228 Amberjack Dr., Unit 25, Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-512-2347

WomenConnect Committee | 11:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Fran F. Crumpton

Gulf Coast Trade Exchange
2525 West Fairfield Dr., Pensacola, 32505
850-434-5278

Fran Fortson

28 | Wednesday

MARCH
2018
Unless otherwise
noted, ALL meetings will be held at the Fort Walton Chamber Of Commerce.
SUNDAY

Bran McAllister

Candidate for Okaloosa Co. School Board
P. O. Box 811, Niceville, 32578
850-865-9935

Ambassadors Committee Meeting | 7:45 a.m.

Emerald Coast Kings of the Court Basketball
Tournament |

PJ Mundle
DexYP
850-259-7493

Business After Hours | 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Sponsored by Warren Averett

Errand Catchers
148 – A Alabama Ave., Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-710-8342

SATURDAY

First Friday Coffee
7:00am

Jennifer Sullivan

Guilday, Simpson, West, Hatch, Lowe & Roane, PA
36468 Emerald Coast Pkwy, Old South Center, Ste 210
Destin, 32541 • 850-591-4295

Rob Harrell

								

Community
Outreach
Committee

		

8:00 am
4

5		

11

12

6

7

Healthcare
Committee 8:00am
Power Hour Lunch
& Learn11:30 am
Multi-Chamber
Expo 4-7 pm
13		

11:30am

19

		

11:30am

New Member
Lunch

Emerald Coast
Kings of the Court
Basketball
Tournament

11:00 am

8

3

9

10

11:30am
14

20		

15

16

17

22

23

24

Board Of
Directors

11:30am

11:30am-1:00pm
18

Communittee
Perspectives
Committee 8:00am
Nothing But
Networking

2

Empower Young
Professionals

RPM Meeting 8am Ambassadors
Meeting 7:45 am
Tourism Committee

MAC Meeting

1

21

11:30am-1:00pm

26 		

27 		

Courtney King

Regatta Bay Golf & Yacht Club
465 Regatta Bay Blvd., Destin, 32541
850-337-8080

Michael Herlihy

The Sleep Center Superstores
737A Beal Pkwy, NW, Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-314-9906

Audra Mitchell
Kupcakes a Go-Go
850-218-3183

WomenConnect
Committee

25

Gulf Coast Boating Centers
432 Eglin Pkwy, NE, Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-581-3325

28

29

30

31

Regina Walsh

The Brain Injury Connection, Inc.
913 Beal Pkwy, NW, Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-792-4235
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FFC

First Friday Coffee
Warren Averett CPAs And Advisors

The busy crew from
were our sponsors
for the February FFC. As we all know, this is their busiest time of year – so if you see one of them
out and about over the next few weeks, you’ll understand why they may look kind of tired.

t

Kelley Chamblin was Warren Averett’s main speaker, updating us on the “big picture” of the new federal
tax laws. Still have questions? The folks at Warren Averett will be more than happy to help you maneuver
through that maze!

p

Jimmy Lagle (right) of ZT Motors, proud sponsor of the
ZT Motors Emerald Coast Kings of the Court basketball
tournament on March 10 at Destin Commons, appeared with
Jeff McDonald of Impact Emerald Coast, one of the two
beneficiaries of the event along with One Hopeful Place.

p Quint Studer chatted for a few moments about his
work with the City of Fort Walton Beach and previewed
his remarks at the inaugural Business Leaders Together
Luncheon that was scheduled for the same afternoon.
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p

Chair Nick Chubb was delighted to present the
coveted “Above and Beyond’ Award to Cindy Berry
from Okaloosa Gas for her multi-year achievements
with Dog Daze. We can’t wait to see what plans she
has in store for this year’s festival!

welcome new members!
t

Bran McAllister (Bran McAllister for Okaloosa
Co. School Board); Ray Edwards (Community
Broadcasters, Inc.); Audra Mitchell (Kupcakes
a Go-Go); Dr. Jason Boole (Northwest Florida
Ear, Nose & Throat); and PJ Mundle
(Dex Media).

Thank
You!

FI

AY

T FRID
RS

FEBRUARY
Door Prize
DONATiONS

CO

Warren Averett

FFEE

The Manor at Bluewater Bay
Distinguished Young Women of Florida
t

Isabel Ramento (Hurlburt
Field Marketing); Luoma Franks
(Payne Chiropractic); Kathie
Alderman (Habitat for Humanity);
Regina Walsh (The Brain Injury
Connection, Inc.); Jennifer Sullivan
(Guilday Law); and Erika Pool
(Allure Home Staging).

Fort Walton Beach Medical Center
Coastal Bank & Trust/Synovus
White-Wilson Medical Center
Hutchison Chiropractic Center

FI

CO

The Arc of the Emerald Coast

AY

T FRID
RS

FFEE

Eglin Federal Credit Union
Opportunity Place, Inc.
Northwest Florida Ballet

t

Cindy Fowler (Fresh Start and Repeat street
Thrift Store); Don Davidson & Christine Backurz
(Errand Catchers.com); Dr. Diane Kelley
(Dr. Diane Kelley for Okaloosa Co. School
Board); Raven Holloway (White-Wilson
Community Foundation); and Ashley Atkinson
(White-Wilson Medical Center).

Silver Slipper Casino
Painting With a Twist
Paradise Promotions
Repeat Street

FI

CO

AY

T FRID
RS

BOTE Board
Bit-Wizards

FFEE
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Presents:

Greater Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce

Military Family & Veterans
Appreciation Day!
Saturday, April 14 • 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The Landing Park in FWB
FWBChamber.com • 850-244-8191

Live bands • Free children’s play area with inflatables • Military services exhibitors • Free food and drinks • Drawings for prizes totaling over $5,000!

Thank you to our 2018 sponsors!

