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Vote YES Okaloosa!
Public Safety Enhancements

HALF-PENNY
Water Quality & Storm Water

Roads & Traffic Congestion
Investing In Your
Community

Okaloosa County and
municipalities are in need
of funds to support vital
projects and services which
affect our entire community.
This half-penny surtax is
being brought forward to
voters on the November 6,
2018 ballot. Vote Yes!

How Will This
Benefit You?

Please visit the website
www.ItJustMakesCents.org
for more information on
the critical needs of our
community related to infrastructure, law enforcement,
fire and emergency medical
services, water quality and
storm water management.

It Just Makes Cents! www.ItJustMakesCents.org

A Message From The Chair Of The Board
It Just Makes Cents!
Schools are all open, so traffic on the South end of the
county is getting less hectic as our peak tourist season
trails off into our new shoulder season. The North end
of our County still has to deal with their traffic issue(s)
and the added school traffic. The bottom line is that
we still have traffic issues related to the volume of traffic and the current status of our highways and interchanges.

Greater Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce

ON THE COVER: The half-penny surtax is being brought forward to
voters in Okaloosa County on the November 6, 2018 ballot. Vote Yes!
Learn more at www.ItJustMakesCents.com

SEPTEMBER
HIGHLIGHTS
See a complete September events calendar on page 15.
Find all Chamber events at www.FWBChamber.com

7 | First Friday Coffee
Friday, 7:00 a.m.

Sponsored by The Manor at Bluewater Bay
First Baptist Church Christian Life Center
21 First Street, NE, FWB

13 | Nothing But Networking
Thursday, 11:30 a.m.

Fort Walton Yacht Club - 180 Ferry Rd., NE
Register at FWBChamber.com
$15 - RSVP and pay in advance at FWBChamber.com

20 | Business After Hours

Thursday, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Sponsored by Northwest Florida Daily News and
Fubar Pizza Bar @ 114 Amberjack Drive on Okaloosa Island

6, 20 & 21 | Lunch & Learn's
Thursday, Sept. 6, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
“5 Steps to Recovery from Adrenal Fatigue”

Thursday, Sept. 20, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
“Annuity Mythbusters!”

Friday, Sept. 21, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
“Don't Worry, Retire Happy!”

Oct. 2 | Lunch & Learn

Thursday, Oct. 2, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm

We can improve our situation. All it takes is a significant new revenue source that can be leveraged by
the County to qualify for other funding sources (Triumph, state and federal). With 56% of the sales tax
generated during peak tourist season (according to
Florida Dept of Revenue 2017 figures), It Just Makes
Nick Chubb
Cents to have a sales tax that our tourists help pay.
Chair of the Board
It’s been said that our county population of 200,000
more than doubles during peak season. You have to
think that tourists are paying way more than half of the
taxes during this time. I know my wife and I don’t spend as much during that time
as we do the rest of the year. Think about your own spending during tourist season.
I hope that you are beginning to think about why we need a half penny sales tax
and what will be done with the money. With a projected $18 Million per year, the
County will receive $12 million. The remainder will be divided among the nine municipalities based on population. Each municipality will be able to use their respective sales tax revenue for the capital improvement projects in their city or town.
Destin and Niceville will get approximately $1 million per year. Fort Walton Beach
will get $1.6 million, while Crestview’s share will be $1.8 million! As a Cinco Bayou
councilman, our town will receive $32,000 to use to leverage with grants and state
funds for our capital projects (roads and stormwater).
Our local governments will make decisions on projects for their own citizens. The
County will make decisions for the County’s projects. Hopefully you will talk, write or
better yet attend your council or commission meetings and be part of their decision
process. The County will appoint a Citizens Advisory Committee to provide recommendations and oversight to their decision process. Of course you can always talk
with your County commissioner and attend the BOCC meetings or workshops.
We have the Opportunity to make a difference for our county and our quality of
life. We ALL have a Responsibility to make a difference for our county and for future
generations of residents and tourists.

It Just Makes Cents!

“Coaching for Results”

Register at FWBChamber.com

Chamber Staff
Ted Corcoran, IOM
Seth Luttrell
Eppi Azzaretto
Rachelle Graves, IOM
Dayna Stinebiser
Chrissy Flanigan
DEBBIE DODGE
Camille Webster
Patricia Payne

President/CEO
Director of Operations
Director of Marketing/PR
Director of Special Events
Information Specialist
Director of Accounting
Membership Specialist
Retention Specialist
Invaluable Volunteer

Nick Chubb
Your 2018 Chair
Building Bridges For Our Community

Coastlines is a publication of the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of
Commerce located at 34 SE Miracle Strip Pkwy., Fort Walton Beach, Florida
32548. Ph 850.244.8191 Fax 850.244.1935.
Submit information to Eppi Azzaretto at eppi@fwbchamber.org
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2018 CHAMBER LEADERSHIP TEAM
Executive Committee
Nick Chubb|Cabinets RRR Us

A Message From The FWBC President
How You Can Help Transform Okaloosa County
Traffic, Public Safety and Storm water—the three most commented influencers of the quality of life in Okaloosa County. If you
have lived in this county for more than a year, then you already
understand each of them – and you understand that WE need
to do something about them. Over my past 20+ years of involvement with this chamber, I have been regularly asked, “ What can
we do about traffic?” or “What can we do about our roads after
it rains?” And prior to this year, the answer would have been
(sadly), “We really can’t do anything about those monumental
issues.” Unless you were elected to public office. And even then,
your hands would have been tied due to lack of funds to really
do anything.

Chair of the Board

Matt Turpin | Bank of England Mortgage
2019 Chair of the Board-Elect

Bill Roberts | Barnes Insurance and Financial Service
Immediate Past Chair

Tammy McGaughy | Warren Averett
Treasurer

Stephen Smith | The Petermann Agency
Section Chair - Professional Development

Mark Hamrick | Center Line Associates
Section Chair/Community

Vince Mayfield | Bit-Wizards

Section Chair/Business to Business

Oxana Solovieva | OxanaSol Commercial Real Estate
Section Chair/Networking

Board of Directors Term 2018-2020
Steve Baxter

Heather Ruiz

Kim Denman

Vicki Tarro

Mark Hamrick

Donna Tashik

Vince Mayfield

Term 2017-2019 Term 2016-2018
Jason Floyd

Charlotte Bergman

Olen HolstOn

Nick Chubb

Leslie Moland

Ken Hair

Patricia Payne

Bernard Johnson

Oxana Solovieva
Tracy Stage
Diane Winnemuller

Henry Kelley
Stephen Smith
Pam Woodall

LIFE Directors
C. LeDon Anchors
Charles D. Burgess
Jim Glenn
Kathy Houchins
C. H. Long
Bruce Marshall
Jeanne Rief
Joyce Sanders
H. Gene Smith
Lisa Jo Spencer
Kenneth Williamson

(Deceased)
(Deceased)

But—FINALLY—our County Commissioners had the political will
to allow the citizens of Okaloosa County to choose for ourselves
whether we want to create a local optional sales tax to reinvest
in fixing our traffic, public safety and storm water concerns. And
on November 6, 2018 each individual voting citizen of Okaloosa
County can truly have a real effect on transforming the infrastructure of Okaloosa County.
WE can fix the problems with a simple vote YES! for the half-cent sales tax.

Ted Corcoran, IOM
President/CEO

Besides what you have been reading in Chair Nick Chubb’s excellent overviews of the initiative, you will begin to see more articles, emails, websites, brochures, etc. about the advantages of this generational project.
When I say transform Okaloosa County—I truly mean it. When our residents choose to make
the decision to revitalize our Community— from my perspective, these projects WILL happen:
Sheriff Larry Ashley will have almost everything he and staff need to make us feel safe at all
times. We will hear from him at the September FFC—and also throughout the campaign. But
I know I want my family to be safe.
Every year on numerous occasions, the Okaloosa County Health Department must post
health advisories at multiple beach and waterfront locations indicating that bacteria are
present in unsafe numbers. The presence of bacteria is an indication that human and nonhuman pollutants may be present in the storm water runoff. Storm water treatment structures
can help reduce this condition while reducing the health risk to our citizens and visitors.
And last—but certainly not least this summer—traffic! PJ Adams (the Crestview bypass) ---the
number one project in Okaloosa County -- will be completed in 5 years when the half penny
tax passes. 5 YEARS!! If it does not pass—it will take 25+ years for the county to attempt to
save enough monies to fund it.
PJ Adams funding means that the Destin bypass is funded, which means the FWB Around
the Mound is funded—3 MAJOR City bypasses—two of which are alternatives to the current
Hwy 98 craziness—that could be COMPLETED IN 5 years—with the passing of the half penny
sales tax.
Please, Vote Yes for the one- half cent sales tax on November 6, 2018.

Ted Corcoran
President/CEO
(Deceased)
(Deceased)

Vote YES Okaloosa!

HALF-PENNY
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members making
a difference!
Gulfarium Achieves Re-accreditation for
the Highest Standards of Animal Welfare
Gulfarium Marine Adventure
Park successfully participated
in a rigorous re-accreditation
process from the Alliance
of Marine Mammal Parks &
Aquariums (AMMPA) and the
International Marine Animal
Trainer's Association (IMATA).
"We maintain the standards of
governing agencies. I find it
equally important to adhere to
these global accrediting bodies to show our continued commitment to the welfare of our
animals and their ocean counterparts," says Gulfarium's General Manager, Patrick Berry.

The Alliance of Marine Mammal Parks & Aquariums is an
international association representing marine life parks,
aquariums, and zoos dedicated to the highest standards of
care for marine mammals and
to their conservation in the wild
through public education, scientific study, and wildlife presentations.
The International Marine Animal Trainer's Association is an
organization dedicated to advancing the humane care and
handling of marine animals by
fostering communication between professionals that serve

marine animal science through
training, public display, research, husbandry, conservation, and education.
"Fostering a positive relationship with our animals, delivering exceptional animal welfare
and sharing that connection
with guests is a vital component
to our mission," says Berry. "We
want all our guests to leave the
Gulfarium feeling inspired to respect and appreciate all wildlife. We achieve this through
our commitment to education,
and by providing entertaining
and memorable experiences
for all ages."

Eglin Federal Credit Union is 2018 Recipient of the America Saves
Designation of Savings Excellence Award
Eglin Federal Credit Union was one
of 37 credit unions, banks, and
military-affiliated organizations in
the United States and internationally awarded the America Saves
Designation of Savings Excellence.
America Saves presents this award
annually to financial institutions
that succeed in encouraging
people to open and add wealthbuilding accounts.

As part of EFCU’s joint commitment with Okaloosa Saves, the
Teach-A-Child-to-Save campaign
offers two programs each year
to encourage good savings habits. Each time a youth (18 and
under) deposits funds to their account, they have the opportunity
to register as an Okaloosa Saver
and be entered into one of six $50
drawings. EFCU also holds a $25

drawing during the summer for
youth opening new accounts or a
new suffix to their current account.
Winners are announced during
the month of August.
In addition to its partnership with
Okaloosa Saves, each year EFCU
participates in Military Saves week
with the Airman and Family Readiness Centers at both Hurlburt Field
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and Eglin Air Force Base. Various
activities are held to promote and
encourage active duty service
members and their families to
build wealth and reduce debt.

A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

Congressman Matt Gaetz Awarded US Sacred Heart Guild to Host
8th Annual Emerald Coast
Chamber’s Spirit of Enterprise Award
Duck Regatta on Oct. 6
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce re- The Chamber’s prestigious Spirit of Entercently honored 249 members of the U.S.
House of Representatives and 48 members of the U.S. Senate with its annual
Spirit of Enterprise Award, given in recognition of their support for pro-growth
policies in the first session of the 115th
Congress.
The Greater Fort Walton
Beach Chamber of Commerce’s First
Friday Coffee was the venue for Moore
Hallmark, Executive Director of the Office of Congressional and Public Affairs,
Southeast Region, to make the presentation to our own Congressman Matt
Gaetz.

“It’s a good time to be doing business in
America, thanks to a slate of legislative
accomplishments that laid the groundwork for more job creation and economic growth,” said Thomas J. Donohue,
president and CEO of the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce. “The efforts of these elected leaders to advance commonsense,
growth-oriented legislation will help Main
Street American businesses thrive. We
commend these members of Congress
for their commitment to promoting and
protecting American free enterprise and
economic prosperity.”

prise Award is given annually to members
of Congress based on their votes on critical business legislation as outlined in the
Chamber’s How They Voted scorecard.
Members who supported the Chamber’s
position on at least 70 percent of those
votes qualify to receive the award. This is
the 30th year that the U.S. Chamber has
formally honored the accomplishments
of this select group of members of Congress.
During the first session of the 115th Congress, the Chamber scored members on
seven Senate votes, including those on
tax reform legislation and the confirmation of Supreme Court Associate Justice
Neil Gorsuch; and 14 House votes, including votes on tax reform legislation, access
to Medicare, and lawsuit abuse. Various
votes in support of small businesses were
also scored.
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is the
world’s largest business federation representing the interests of more than 3 million businesses of all sizes, sectors, and
regions, as well as state and local chambers and industry associations.

Save the date for this year’s 8th Annual Emerald Coast Duck
Regatta on Saturday, Oct. 6 from at the Village of Baytowne
Wharf at Sandestin Golf and Beach Resort benefiting Sacred
Heart Hospital on the Emerald Coast Volunteer Guild.
The event features fun activities for the whole family beginning
at 10 a.m., including Abrakadoodle face painters, a scavenger hunt, Hula-Hoop contest, and access to the Baytowne Carousel for children 12 and under from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
During the Duck Regatta approximately 3,000 numbered rubber duckies will race across the Lagoon at the Village of Baytowne Wharf at Sandestin Golf and Beach Resort. Prizes will be
awarded to the owners of the first ducks to cross the finish line,
including a $5,000 first place prize! The duck race will begin at
1:00 p.m.
Ducks are available for adoption at the Sacred Heart Hospital Gift Shop in Miramar Beach, online at www.emeraldcoastduckregatta.com or at Baytowne Wharf the day of the event.
Make a donation of $10 or more to the Sacred Heart Hospital
on the Emerald Coast Guild to adopt a duck. Purchase one
duck for $10, three ducks for $27, six ducks for $50 or 12 ducks
for $100.
Proceeds from this year’s Duck Regatta event will benefit the
Sacred Heart Cancer Center. Your donations to the 2018 Duck
Regatta will help acquire additional chemotherapy chairs for
patients and an additional chemotherapy preparation hood
that keeps the clinician working with chemo medications safe
and the medications sterile.
The Emerald Coast Duck Regatta is generously supported by
many organizations in the community, including event sponsors, gift in kind sponsors and community sponsors. A full list of
the sponsors and information about how to support this exciting
event are available at www.emeraldcoastduckregatta.com.
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A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

Lino Maldonado, Vice President of Wyndham Vacation Rentals,
Named 2018-2019 Chair of Visit Florida Board of Directors
Lino Maldonado, Vice President of Operations, Growth
and Innovation for Wyndham Vacation Rentals North
America, has been named the new Chair of the 20182019 VISIT FLORIDA Board of Directors. It is the first time
for a leader from Northwest Florida to fill the Chair; and
the first time a leader from the Vacation Rental Management industry has taken the helm.
Wyndham Vacation Rental’s Gulf Region includes
presence in several Florida cities. The footprint of ResortQuest by Wyndham Vacation Rentals spans the
Northwest Florida Gulf Coast from Panama City Beach,
Florida to Perdido Key, Florida and Orlando Wyndham
Vacation Rentals manages properties located in both
Davenport, Florida and Kissimmee, Florida.

Lino Maldonado

Vice President of Operations, Growth and Innovation
Wyndham Vacation Rentals North America

“It is an absolute honor to serve as the 2018 Chair of
VISIT FLORIDA,” Lino Maldonado said. “Our greatest
strengths as an industry are awareness and engagement. Every associate at every level should not only
understand their individual role in hospitality, but also
how important their role is to delivering a great experience to more than 115 million visitors that come
to Florida each year. Tourism is the back bone of our
economy employing 1.4 million people and it is incumbent on us all to come together and make sure that
we not only survive, but that we continue to grow our
message. Let our passion be contagious, so everyone
on the spectrum understands why VISIT FLORIDA exists,
feels connected, enthused and is excited about being

a part of an industry that is bigger than any one of us.”
During his upcoming hear as Chair of the VISIT FLORIDA
Board of Directors, Maldonado intends to build on the
momentum VISIT FLORIDA has achieved and focus on
efforts that will propel the Sunshine State’s tourism industry to attract even more visitors. Under Maldonado’s direction, VISIT FLORIDA committees have been
restructured and work groups have been introduced.
This reorganization aims to cultivate further collaboration between VISIT FLORIDA and industry sectors, and
harness collective knowledge to advance tourism in
the state.
Locally, Maldonado has served on numerous boards
including The United Way, the American Heart Association, Okaloosa County Tourist Development Council,
and was a founding member of Coastal Vision 3000
(“The Beach”), which was instrumental in bringing the
first low cost air carrier (Southwest Airlines) into the
Northwest Florida market.
Maldonado has been recognized at the state and local levels for his accomplishments in the industry, including the 2018 Van Ness Butler, Jr. Hospitality Award
bestowed annually upon a community member for
visionary leadership in helping to shape South Walton
into a premier tourist destination. Maldonado lives in
Niceville, Florida, with his wife, Vicki. They have three
daughters: Stephanie, Maci and Madison.

Emerald Coast Martial Arts
Self-Protection Clinic for
Women and Children
According to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement
the current overall crime report is at it’s lowest rate in 47 years.
However violent crime is still high. On Saturday, September
15th Emerald Coast Martial Arts will offer FREE self-protection
clinics for women, children and students. The training will be
a low impact, hands on, energetic powerhouse of information giving you the tactical advantage you need. Whether
you are a college student, senior citizen or young child, this
information could be life-saving in a threatening situation.
Grand Master Joe Cayer has taught over 26,000 women and
1000’s of children in his clinics over the last decade. As a prior FWB Police officer he is attuned to safety concerns in our
community and has devoted his life to the cause. Emerald
Coast Martial Arts (www.ecmafwb.com 850/664-5425) is located at 726 Beal Pkwy, FWB by Sam’s Club.
Youth Seminar starts @ 9:30 am - Sept. 15
Women’s Seminar starts @ 10:30 am - Sept. 15
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A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

OCCSW Inducts Four Women into the 2018 Hall of Fame

Dr. Vivian Green

Carolyn Ketchel

On August 27 the Okaloosa County
Commission on the Status of Women (OCCSW) inducted four women, whose lives and works have
had a positive impact on the direction and success of community
projects, programs or individuals,
into the Okaloosa Women’s Hall of
Fame: Dr. Vivian Green, Education
inductee; Carolyn Ketchel, Contemporary Inductee; Gayle Norgaard, Carolyn Spencer Humanitarian Inductee; and Pam Woodall,
Business Inductee.

these role models has made tremendous contributions to improve
the lives of citizens, particularly
women and children, living in our
county and should be recognized
for the impact they have had on
our community," says Gail Waller,
Chair of the Okaloosa County
Commission on the Status of Women.

"These inspiring women are all assets to our community. Each of

Gayle Norgaard

One hundred and ten women
have been inducted into the Hall
of Fame since it was created in
1995. The Hall of Fame was created to honor women of Okaloosa County — past and pres-

Pam Woodall

ent — whose contributions to the
arts, athletics, business, education, government, the humanities,
philanthropy and science, have
been of great value to our community’s development. Induction
into the Hall of Fame is the Commission’s oldest and most prestigious award.

manent displays at the Okaloosa
County Administration Building,
the Niceville City Council Chambers and the Brackin Building in
Crestview. The Hall of Fame displays are a monument to some
of the exceptional women in our
county’s history, as well as a tribute that grows annually with each
induction ceremony where we
learn to appreciate more about
the wonderful contributions that
women make to our community.
For more information, and to see
the past winners, visit the website
at www.occsw.org.

The Okaloosa County Women's
Hall of Fame is sponsored by the
OCCSW, and the annual induction ceremony is held in conjunction with Women’s Equality Day.
The women inducted into the
Hall of Fame are honored in per-

September 6 - 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Five Steps to Recovery from Adrenal Fatigue

Join the Greater Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce today!
Call 850.244.8191

Caring

2130099

September 20 - 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Annuity Mythbusters
September 21 - 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Don’t Worry, Retire Happy!
October 2 - 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Coaching for Results

for your loved ones as
if they are our own.

NF-11003926

Please Register for any or all of these great events at
FWBChamber.com or call 850-244-8191.

Call today to schedule your personal tour & complimentary lunch!

2000 Principal Lane (off Mar Walt Dr.) Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547
www.belvederecommonsfortwaltonbeach.com • 850.243.7735

Assisted Living Lic. # 9819
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White-Wilson Medical Center Caring for Generations of
Families Along the Emerald Coast

In 1946, Dr. Henry White moved to
Fort Walton Beach and opened
the community’s first medical
clinic. His Brooks Street clinic
was a place for patients of all
ages to receive care, and Dr.
White did it all. He delivered babies, treated minor and major
illnesses and even did surgery.
Today, things are very different.
Physicians
are
highly-trained
and offer specialized care to
patients, and what was once
a small, home-based clinic is
now a center that offers more
than 20 specialties of medicine.

“We work hard to offer the best
care possible to our patients and
to bring to our community a variety of health care providers that
have advanced training in their
areas of expertise,” said WhiteWilson CEO Alan Gieseman. “This
means that our patients don’t
have to bounce from clinic to
clinic and they have the advantage of a health care team working together to meet their needs
and ensure that they can get
care when they need it. This collaborative approach means better outcomes for our patients.”

So far this year, White-Wilson has
welcomed eight health care
providers to its team. One of
which is Dr. Matthew Reynolds.
Dr. Reynolds is an OB/GYN with
more than 12 years of experience. He relocated to the area
from Pensacola and specializes
in working with women to make
health care decisions that are
best for them and their families.

staff at White-Wilson to find breast
cancer earlier than ever before.

“Our team at the White-Wilson Center for Women’s Health
do an outstanding job. They
care for women of all ages and
stages of life. They are focused
on everything from women’s
wellness, preventive care and
screenings to welcoming the
newest White-Wilson patients
into the world,” said Gieseman.

Year after year, White-Wilson continues to adapt to changes in the
health care industry and remains
committed to bringing highlytrained professionals to Destin, Fort Walton Beach, Navarre
and Niceville. They ensure that
patients can get the care they
need close to home and from
health care providers they trust.

Another way that White-Wilson is
impacting the health of the community is by providing 3D mammography technology. This technology allows the physicians and

For more information on WhiteWilson Medical Center and to
meet their team of health care
providers, visit white-wilson.com.
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“3D mammography is game
changing,” said Gieseman. “It
is the highest standard of care
and produces images that allow for earlier detection and ultimately better outcomes. It is a
big step forward in winning the
fight against breast cancer.”

The Chamber is all about partnerships
and promoting our members
We’re always thrilled when that support, combined with the hard work
of our members, results in the and/or growth of our member businesses. Here’s a real-life Thank You letter to our city fathers from one of
those successful businesses.
Dear City of Fort Walton Beach,
Companies and city developers, such as yourselves, come together in hopes of
creating new commerce in your communities via programs like Venture Hive. Your
investment in veteran business owners and their families is a solid foundation for
growth and should be noted as successful.
My name is Samantha with Yellow Dog table. Our participation in the 2016 Venture Hive program resulted in our company and our successful product launch.
Yellow Dog Beach and Travel Table is a small, portable table designed for the
beach and other outdoor activities. Yellow Dog table weighs 2 lbs and comes in
its own tote bag. Our product is made in the USA and all its manufacturing is locally sourced. Our name drop capability on the table’s surface has given us the
opportunity to expand our brand by sharing our unique item with other businesses
and companies via our “Put Your Label On Our Table”™ campaign. Our product
design left the table legs hollow to be filled with sand for stability if needed.
In 2016 Yellow Dog was just a drawing on a napkin. Today, in 2018, Yellow Dog
Table is a registered Florida Veteran-owned business. In addition, Yellow Dog is a
registered copyright and trademark.
The support from the city's planning committee, combined with the support of
the FWB Chamber, in our opinion solidifying the city's engagement, was an outstanding display of incentive! This, coupled with mentorship relationships with Mr.
Bob Foster, formerly of Venture Hive, the guidance of the SBDC of FWB, and Mr.
Quint Studer of Pensacola, was critical in inspiring us as we moved forward with
our concept.
Now for the good news! Yellow Dog Table was recently approved as an official
licensed product with the U.S. Navy Blue Angels and the Pensacola Blue Wahoos.
We’ve had other exciting inquiries from vendors who want to feature our product!
Building a small business from scratch is not easy! It takes time, effort, commitment
and a willingness to fail and try again. .The encouragement and training from
the Venture Hive team helped us develop an entire product and business from
scratch. Yellow Dog Table is now available online and in stores. It has created two
highly visible licensed properties, and our company is established and based in
Northwest Florida. All this came to be because you were willing to welcome Venture Hive into your city.
We truly appreciate the opportunity to create our new business under the umbrella of the city's innovative business development programs and Venture Hive.
That kick-started our success. I hope my letter today offers you the recognition
that the projects you developed and supported resulted in a successful Yellow
Dog beach and travel table company.
I hope to report back to you adding additional details about our journey and
upcoming opportunities that are not quite ready for public record! I'll close by
saying, stay tuned, there's more to come!!
Sincerely,
Samantha St. Raymond
Yellow Dog Table
Www.yellowdogtable.com

SEPTEMBER 2018 | www.fwbchamber.com | the GREATER Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce | 9

Women Connect| Do You Feel the Need to “Do It All”?

Jennifer Kraus
Bit Wizards

Many times, women feel as though we
must “do it all” in our respective lives,
and sometimes that makes us feel overwhelmed and stressed. It may not always seem this way, but we have full
control over our emotions and how we
feel when interacting with others. When
you feel a certain way, it is easy to pass
the blame to someone or something
else. The reality of it is that we take full
responsibility for how we feel whether
the feelings are positive or negative.
This is the case when we feel sad, frustrated, disappointed and inferior. We
are in control over how we feel, and

others cannot bring us down unless we
let them. As Eleanor Roosevelt once
said, “No one can make you feel inferior without your consent.” The mission
of WomenConnect is to empower the
diverse working women of the Greater
Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce so that we all may achieve our
highest potential through collaborative
initiatives focusing on professional development, peer support, and steadfast connections.
Join us on September 26th (always the
fourth Wednesday of the month) from
11:30-1:00 as there is always an enjoy-

able networking activity along with a
fun speaker. Bring your lunch with you
and make some new connections!
If you are new to WomenConnect, you
can come on your own or with a friend;
you will be in good company either
way! If you have any questions you can
contact Jennifer Kraus at jennifer@bitwizards.com.

Jennifer Kraus
jennifer@bit-wizards.com
2018 Committee Chair

Military Affairs Committee|“What is TOURISM and the MILITARY, Alex?”
“What is TOURISM and the MILITARY, Alex?”
That is the winning question to the answer:
“These two things have the greatest impact
on our local economy.”
Our tourists are so important to us we have
a season for them. They flock (snowbird pun
intended) to our beautiful emerald green
waters and white sand beaches. We are all
proud to live here on the eastern part of the
gulf, where all others vacation.

Ryan Price

HST Corporate Interiors

We see our military every day. We live next
to, are friends with and hold them and their
families near and dear to our hearts. We
see the planes flying every day and even
hear the sounds of their tests and training,

well at least when all of that is over the land.
But what about that area beyond our tourist speckled beaches?

water Horizon oil disaster. Even with that oil
rig to the west, we are very much aware of
what that disaster did to our tourist season.

That area is called the Eglin Gulf Test &
Training Range and connects test & training capabilities across the eastern Gulf of
Mexico extending from Key West to us here
in Northwest Florida. The critical testing and
training conducted in this area supports Eglin AFB, the largest military installation in the
DoD. Currently there is a mandated northsouth Military Mission Line that protects this
area from encroachment, restricting oil and
natural gas drilling, exploration and related
activities. A smaller portion of the gulf rage
space is west of this line, as was the Deep-

The final answer is: “The one thing that
could have the greatest potential to negatively impact our local military, tourism
economy.” The question is: “What is allow
oil drilling in the Eglin Gulf Test & Training
Range, Alex?”
Do we really want to put our economy in
jeopardy?
Ryan Price
Chairman, (MAC)
Military Affairs Committee

RPM Committee|The importance of a Team
“Great things in business are never done
by one person. They’re done by a team
of people.”
--Steve Jobs

David Presnell

Painting With a Twist

As a business person you probably understand the importance of a team. Businesses are an amalgam of marketing, sales,
advertising, forecasting, supply, planning,
distribution, implementation, demand,
display, performance, review, and on and
on…Even if you are in business by yourself
you are part of a team. You have a support
network of suppliers, a support network of
family and friends; and for your customers
you are the Captain of a team. Things are
easier when done with a team. Being part
of the FWB Chamber puts you on a team

of people that believe in this city and the
businesses that support this community.
The RPM Committee (Referral Partners and
Marketing) is one of the specialty teams of
the FWB Chamber. Our specialty is working with each other to make better networkers. We work on our introductions,
our active listening techniques, our handshakes, our eye contact, all of the things
that make us better team mates so we can
be a sales force for the other members of
our group. If you are a member of RPM you
can go forth with the knowledge that you
have one of the largest sales departments
in all of Fort Walton Beach! We are a team
of networkers of various backgrounds and
with tons of knowledge in our fields, and
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we love to share with each other.
We always meet at the Chamber on the
third Tuesday of the month at 8 AM. Our
meetings are BYOB (Bring your own Breakfast!!!) and are adjourned strictly by 9:15
AM. Our next meeting is September 18th.
(And start making your plans to join us
for one of our marketing events, the FWB
Chamber Business After Hours in October
for a “Luau Night With RPM!” at Al’s Beach
Club Burger Bar.)
We invite you to come join our team!
David Presnell
Painting With a Twist
2018 RPM Committee Chair
Referral Partners & Marketing Committee

Tourism Committee|The Best Season
We’re now at the end of the tourist
crazy-busy season, that infamous ‘100
days of summer.’ As has been pointed
out before, it’s now really 60 days what
with schools breaking later and going back earlier. That compresses the
same number of visitors into a smaller
amount of time, a bit like traffic on 98.
The upside is that there are fall break
periods now which extend the season
without having the sheer volume of
people that we get in the busy season.

Martin Owen

The Owen Organization

As the CVB has stressed, there is now
busy season and another time, call
it the ‘prime season’, 'best season’ or
whatever, but as we know it as the time
of year with great weather, uncrowded
beaches and short wait times at restaurants. It’s the time that’s attractive
to all those people who aren’t restricted to school breaks and coincidentally
the people with a higher disposable income and broader ranges of interests.
For those involved in tourism (pretty

much all of us here) it’s a chance to
keep the rates up, keep the seasonal
staff on (maybe create year round
jobs?) and stay open.
These ‘out of crazy season’ visitors have
different and changing requirements
as we heard at a recent Tourism Committee meeting and at TDC and CVB
meetings. We’ve always considered
that fishing, particularly full boat charters, are why people visit, but study of
the search terms used by potential visitors show that dolphin encounters, partial-day party fishing boats and other
‘adventures’ are now dominant. An
adventure for a tourist can be anything
from jet skiing through paddle boarding or deep sea fishing to trying a lion
fish dish in a restaurant. Anything, however small, that takes them out of their
normal activity.
It’s the way we’ll have to change our
approach to our tourist offerings and

how the CVB are changing their marketing. This along with the way people
are now booking their trips - closer to
the date of travel, booking activities
within 48 hours and invariably on a
phone or other mobile device - means
we all have to review our approach to
our business.
The Tourism Committee had a pause in
meetings during the busy season, but
started up again in August with a briefing from Jennifer Adams. Our September meeting on Tuesday 18th will feature Emily Hasenauer from Okaloosa
Airport. She’s going to be updating us
on happenings at the fastest growing
airport in the nation!
Here’s to the arrival of ‘The Best Season’.
Martin Owen
The Owen Organization
Co-Chair, 2018 Tourism Committee

Community Perspectives|Child Hunger in Okaloosa County
So it’s that time of year again when
we see all the cute pictures of kids on
social media standing in front of their
home with their brand new clothes, all
excited to head back to school. But not
all are that fortunate, and there are
many children in Okaloosa County who
are homeless and hungry.

Mark Franks

Eglin Federal Credit Union

Sarah Yelverton, the Director of the
Homelessness & Housing Alliance,
spoke on child hunger at our Community Perspectives Committee meeting
in August. Sarah is also very active in
our community as the champion of the
Strengthening Families Committee for
the Okaloosa Department of Health,
Chair of the Okaloosa/Walton Crisis
Intervention Taskforce, serves on the
Feed the Need Planning Committee
and has been advocating for the end
of child hunger since the inception of
the Backpack Program in 2010.
The Food Insecurity (the state of being
without reliable access to a sufficient

quantity of affordable, nutritious food)
rate is 14.3% in Okaloosa, and half of
all elementary students in the county
come from families that do not make
enough to pay for school lunch.
The effects of food insecurity:
•Elementary students are twice as likely
to repeat a grade level
•Increased risk of Chronic Health
Conditions
•Increased risk of psychiatric distress
•Symptoms of behavior disorders
•Malnutrition
Families earning at or below the poverty line cannot afford the average cost
of living while also maintaining food security for their children. So income is a
barrier to adequate nutrition as well as
access and transportation.
Some of the solutions discussed:
•Training, education more accessible
to students and adults
•Disperse food program information

to all students/parents describing the
quickest and most convenient way to
access food. Nights and weekend
hours
•Mobile food delivery units. Nights and
weekend hours
Sarah stressed the importance of setting big goals and thinking outside the
box. We need to invest in long-term solutions that eliminate the barriers. Avoid
short-term solutions and temporary services.
Do you want to be part of the solution?
See how you can help by visiting www.
hhalliance.org. It’s time to unite as a
community and address these complex social issues together.
This committee is open to all Chamber members. We meet on the second
Thursday of each month at 8 am at
your FWB Chamber of Commerce.
Mark Franks
Eglin Federal Credit Union
2018 Community Perspectives Chair
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Nothing But

NETWORKING

Sponsored by

Who doesn’t love going to the beach in the summer?
That’s what we did in August when we had Nothing But Networking at Angler’s Beachside Grill.
Our hostesses, Kim Denman and Donna Montalvo of Inside Look, LLC, provided laughs and
information with their version of Wheel of Fortune.

Featured
Business

At Mosquito Authority, we
keep our finger on the
pulse when it comes to all
things mosquito control,
from mosquito-borne disease and environmental
responsibility to customer
service and best practices. We have developed
a standard for proper
control, which allows us
to break the mosquito life
cycle and offer every Mosquito Authority customer
our exclusive “No Mosquito Guarantee.” To learn
more, visit BugsBITE.com or
call us at 800-709-1190.

Deborah Oberhausen of Servpro, Shawn LaRue
of Horticulture Services Group, Inc., and Charlotte Bergman of Cumulus Media played the
game as though the stakes were real.
Donna – and everyone else - enjoyed hearing Bradford
Kindergan of The Mosquito Authority describe his
featured business.

Can you tell from all the smiles that this is a worthwhile event for everyone who attends??

Julia, marketing manager at Anglers, told us all
about their plans to remodel the property and the
menu. The food was terrific – and the setting was
perfect (of course!).

Join Us In September | Nothing But Networking | Thursday, September 10 | 11:30 to 1:00 pm

At the Fort Walton Beach Yacht Club | 180 Ferry Rd., NE | Fort Walton Beach

Remember: NBN reservations must be PAID at time of reservation. Register online for $15 in advance.

RSVP and PAY at www.FWBChamber.com • $15 Per Chamber member with RSVP; $20 for non-members or at door or if you do not RSVP.
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Welcome! | New Member Reception|August

Each month the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce hosts a special luncheon for our newest members. Check out these businesses and welcome them to the Chamber!

Russ Whitten

The Downtown Church
142 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE
Ft Walton Beach, 32547 • 850-797-3119
The Downtown Church is a Christcentered, Holy Spirit-led, Biblebased, non-denominational church
family in beautiful downtown Fort
Walton Beach, FL. We believe and
proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord and
through Him you can find forgiveness,
new life, freedom, meaning, peace,
joy, and hope. Please check out, like,
and share our Facebook page!

Dr. Tara R. Harden

1025 Beal Pkwy, NW, Suite C,
Ft Walton Beach, 32547 • 850-843-0400
Dr. Harden is a general surgeon
specializing in laparoscopic, breast,
hernia and colorectal surgeries. We
also offer Coolsculpting and the
Orbera weight loss balloon system.
We place a strong emphasis on patient care and personal relationships.
We can do everything from screening colonoscopies to removals of
breast cancer. Dr. Harden is the only
female general surgeon in the area
and would love to see you for your
surgical needs.

Michael Griffin/Joe Ponce

Alano Club of Fort Walton Beach, Inc.
P. O. Box 4243, Fort Walton Beach,
32549, 850-225-4148/850-830-8023.
The Alano Club of Fort Walton Beach is
a non-profit designed to provide a safe
and supportive meeting place for individuals and groups in alcohol and addiction recovery. We strive to bring the
message of recovery through experience, strength, and hope to all people
seeking freedom from alcoholism and
drug addiction. We host more than 40
meetings weekly. We host a majority
of all 12-step recovery meetings in Fort
Walton Beach. This facility has helped
save tens of thousands of lives in its
nearly 45-year history. Contact us at
850-243-4590, www.alanoclubfwb.org,
52 Beal Pkwy, NW, Fort Walton Beach.

David Kuhlman

Fubar Pizza Bar
114 Amberjack Drive, Ft Walton Beach,
32548 • 850-226-7084
Fubar is a large waterfront sports
bar with amazing pizza and 28 TV’s.
Located on Okaloosa Island, it’s easily
accessible by boat. We’re available
to host events for Chamber members
– and would be delighted to cater
your next event!

Merry DiSalvo

Fairfield Inn & Suites
Crestview, 110 Crosson St., Crestview,
32536, 850-36-6462.
Upscale hotel lodging with meeting
space, 20 suites, outdoor pool, breakfast buffet, and health club located
just off Interstate 10 and Highway 85
in Crestview. We have 90 total hotel
rooms, and mobile check-in and
room access eliminate the need for
a key.

Christopher Keown

Sophron Wellness
850-496-4464
Sophron Wellness is an independent
wellness coaching service that provides education and personalized
guidance and support in helping
individuals navigate through challenges and complexities in their life
journey to find success and fulfillment. Whether it’s a current difficult
experience or a raising potential
concern, Sophron Wellness is a valuable resource if one is needing to
maintain and/or enhance their sense
of self, social skills, mental and emotional wellbeing.

Deb Hutto

Northwest Florida Blue Star Mothers
850-240-2564
We are a Congressionally-chartered
501© (3) service organization of
proud military mothers honoring our
children, our troops and veterans
and their families and supporting
one another. Other family members are also welcome to join. Our
chapter, established in 2009, reaches
out to form an extended family to
help meet physical, emotional, and
morale needs. We provide support, caring, guidance, hospitality,
information, care packages and
more. We are mission-focused and
will never forsake our troops, our
veterans, their families, or the families
of our Fallen Heroes. Contact us at
nwf7bsm@gmail.com for information
or to participate in our upcoming
projects. We would welcome your
participation and support!

SEPTEMBER 2018 | www.fwbchamber.com | the GREATER Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce | 13

We always have a “roaring” good time
when Emerald Coast Harley-Davidson
hosts an event – and this evening was full
of great food from Rockin’ Tacos, great
libations from Twisted Grape Wine Bar,
and some happy, happy Chamber members who won some of those coveted
H-D prizes.

Several people enjoyed the thrill
of riding the “JumpStart" - it
seems few people can resist the
allure of a Harley!

SEPTEMBER | Business After Hours | Thursday, September 20 | 5:30 to 7:30 pm
Hosted by the Northwest Florida Daily News and Fubar Pizza Bar | 114 Amberjack Drive on beautiful Okaloosa Island
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September

calendar
of events

Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce Website FWB Chamber.com
We encourage you to attend any of the Chamber’s committee meetings as a guest to see whether that particular group
suits your expectations and will help you promote your business. The regular monthly meetings are almost always held in the
FWB Chamber Conference Room. Call the Chamber at 244-8191 to reserve your spot or to get answers to your questions.

3

18 | Tuesday

4

Tourism Committee | 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

| Labor Day Holiday
Chamber CLOSED

RPM - Referral Partners & Marketing | 8:00 a.m.

| Tuesday
Community Outreach | 8:00 a.m.

19 | Wednesday

6| Thursday

Ambassadors Committee | 7:45 a.m.

Lunch and Learn | 11:30 a.m.

20 | Thursday

7

“Annuity Mythbusters!” | Register at FWBChamber.com

“5 Steps to Recovery from Adrenal Fatigue”
Register at FWBChamber.com

Lunch and Learn | 11:30 a.m.

| Friday
First Friday Coffee | 7:00 a.m.		

Business After Hours | 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
@ Fubar Pizza Bar

Sponsored by The Manor at Bluewater Bay

11

21 | Friday

13

“Don't Worry, Retire Happy!” | Register at FWBChamber.com

Nothing But Networking | 11:30 a.m.

26 | Wednesday

| Tuesday
Healthcare Committee | 8:00 a.m.

Lunch and Learn | 11:30 a.m.

| Thursday
Community Perspectives | 8:00 a.m.

Save the Date!
Dog Daze 2018

Empower Young Professionals | 11:30 a.m.
Location TBD

@ The Fort Walton Beach Yacht Club

Women Connect Committee| 11:30 a.m.
__________________________________________

14

| Friday
New Member Luncheon | 11:45 a.m.

Oct. 2 | Tuesday

17 | Monday

MAC - Military Affairs Committee | 11:30 a.m.

Lunch and Learn | 11:30 a.m.

“Coaching for Results” | Register at FWBChamber.com

Held at the Brooks-Beal Center

The Wild,
			 Wild West

SEPTEMBER 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

										

1

Community
First Friday
Happy
											
Coffee
LABOR DAY! Outreach
2

Chamber
Closed

Committee
8:00 am

7:00am

3

4

5

Healthcare
Committee
8:00 am
9

10

MAC Meeting
11:30 am
@ Brooks-Beal Ctr
16

11		

RPM Meeting
8:00 am
Tourism
Committee
17		
11:30am RSVP18		

12

Ambassadors
Meeting
7:45 am

6

Community
Perspectives
Committee 8am
Nothing But
Networking
13
11:30 am
Lunch & Learn:

Lunch & Learn:

11:30 am
Business After
Hours 5:30 pm20

11:30 am
Empower
Young Prof.
11:30 am

“Annuity
Mythbusters!”

19

7

8

New Member
Lunch
11:45 am
14

15

“Don't Worry,
Retire Happy!”

21

22

28

29

WomenConnect
Committee
11:30am
23

30

24		

Oct. 1

25		

Lunch & Learn
See above...

Oct. 2

26

Oct. 3

27

Oct. 4

Oct. 5

Oct. 6

featuring the Dogs
of Dog Daze

Saturday, October 13
9 am to 3 pm
Liza Jackson Park
Fort Walton Beach

Unless otherwise noted, ALL meetings will be held at the Fort Walton Beach Chamber Of Commerce.
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Ribbon Cuttings
Our mission...

Greater Fort Walton Beach

... is to strengthen local businesses and enhance the
quality of life in our community by providing services
which help businesses help themselves.

Chamber of Commerce

Wine With Me – Ellen, Your Wine Guide
850-261-2971

Livin’ Right Real Estate

30 Iowa Drive, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548
850-426-4136

Saint George Medical Center

1118 Hospital Road, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547

850-862-3415

16 | SEPTEMBER 2018 | www.fwbchamber.com | the GREATER Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce

Mach 1 Detailing, LLC

119 Hollywood Blvd., NW, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548
850-554-5646

Slick Mick’s

19 Eglin Pkwy, NE. Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548
850-864-5577

MEMBERSHIP renewals | July 2018
MEMBERS

get

it!

Join a collective voice to make a
difference in your community.
A & A Transfer & Storage
A Superior Air Conditioning Company
ARIUM Emerald Isle
Bobbi’s Emporium
CareerSource Okaloosa Walton
City Glass Company
Coastal Realty Services
Elks Lodge – BPOE #1795
Emerald Coast Wine Cellars & Gift Baskets
Escape Zone 60, Inc.
Fisher House of the Emerald Coast, Inc.
Florida Financial Services
Food for Thought Outreach
Fort Walton Beach Woman’s Club
Fort Walton Rehabilitation Center
frios Gourmet Pops-Fort Walton Beach
Grifols Biomat
HarborWalk Village
ilton Garden Inn Fort Walton Beach
Integrity Weight Loss Center
Kitty Hawk Kites
Miracle Strip Body Shop, Inc.
New Zion Tabernacle Ministries

Welcome!

New Members | JULY 2018
David Fitzpatrick

Nightingale Health Care
Northwest Florida Track Club
Okaloosa Gas District
Preston Hood Chevrolet
Property Pros
Pyro Shows, Inc.
Randy Wise Homes
Re/MAX Gulf Coast Realty –
The Jim Gilliland Group
Regions Bank
SmartBank
Southern Star Printings, LLC
Sundance Rental Management Inc.
Superior Residences of Niceville
The Flooring Authority
The Island, by Hotel RL
The Jay Odom Group
Trustmark Bank
Vacasa
VITAS Healthcare
William K. Roark DDS
Youth Village

Air Force Armanent Museum
100 Museum Drive
Eglin AFB, 32542
850-882-4062

Juanita Mendez

Anglers Beachside Café
1030 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE
Fort Walton Beach, 32548-6204
850-796-6204

Lori Weems Evers
Chesser & Barr, PA
1201 Eglin Pkwy
Shalimar, 32579
850-651-9944

Robyn Hicks

Community Management
Associates, Inc.
850-200-0835

Rachael Gillette

Studer Community Institute
220 W. Garden Street
Pensacola, 32502
850-748-5656

Eva Davis

Granite Gallery
694 Beal Pkwy, NW
Fort Walton Beach, 32548
850-226-8402

Patti Adams

Scars of the Past, Inc.
850-612-9847

Debra Hutto

Northwest Florida
Blue Star Mothers
850-240-2564

Bernadette Sims

Karen Hefner

Okaloosa Public Arts
850-651-8707

Mary Federico

Team Werewolf Training, LLC
P. O. Box 61
Fort Walton Beach, 32549
850-417-6476

Destin United Methodist Church
200 Beach Drive
Destin, 32541
850-837-2021

Pinkie Flamingo & Friends, LLC
1110 Santa Rosa Blvd., #A233
Fort Walton Beach, 32548
404-202-9433

Russ Klinger

REEDS Jewelers
300 Mary Esther Blvd., Ste 17
Mary Esther, 32569
840-244-2416

Stewart Jones

Florida Powerboat Club
1214 SW 6th Street
Pompano Beach, 33069
954-545-1414

Mac MacCargar

Tracey Williams

United Methodist
Children’s Home – NWFL
1992 Lewis Turner Blvd.
Fort Walton Beach, 32547
850-240-6234

MEMBERS

get

it!
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FFC

First Friday Coffee

We always love events sponsored by Eglin Federal Credit Union – because they’re full of great info and a lot of fun!
They brought a big contingent with them – here we have Bron Ringstad, FWB Branch Manager; Jerry Williams, EFCU CEO & President;,
Sherry Harlow, Marketing and PR Manager; Kathey Mitchell, Procurement Officer (tall blonde in the back); and
Ruth Fennel, Operations Manager. In the middle of the fabulous photo backdrop created in honor of Col. Dick Cole’s most
recent visit to Fort Walton Beach are the talented artist, Melissa McSwain, Marketing Assistant, and Myla Martinez,
Membership Development Rep. At right are Robin Heintzelman, Sr. VP Mortgage Services,; Neko Stubblefield, PR Director;
James Cooper, Mortgage Services; Mark Kilbride, Eglin Financial Services; and Mark Franks, Mortgage Services.

Thank you!

The Military Officers Association of America presented a generous donation to
Ginny Barr of the Mental Health Association. Here we have Major Bill Van Housen
(Assn. of U.S. Army), Col. Scott Berry (NWFMOA President), Mrs. Barr, and Major Dave
Parisot (NWFMOA).

p
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Kim Denman of
Inside Look, LLC, was
chosen by her colleagues
as Ambassador of the
Quarter. She’s shown
receiving her award
from Ambassador Chair
Bernita Everett.

t

T FRID
RS

CO

AY

The Chamber’s
Executive Committee
occasionally awards
members with the coveted
“Above and Beyond” Award,
and here’s Amanda Brusseau
of Dermatology Specialists of
Florida in recognition of her
amazing volunteer support
of our events. Community
Volunteer Barry Ratcliffe was
also honored with an “Above
and Beyond” award, but he
wasn’t able to join us at this
FFC.

t

FI

p Moore Hallmark from the US Chamber of Commerce presented Congressman
Matt Gaetz with its annual Spirit of Enterprise Award. Chamber Chair Nick Chubb was
proud that Mr. Hallmark chose the FFC venue to present this prestigious award.

FFEE

welcome new members!

AUGUST
Door Prize
DONATiONS

t Melissa Forte, NextHome
Cornerstone Realty; BreighAna
Knittel; Michael Cheney,
Destin United Methodist Church;
and Dr. Gregory Stepp,
White-Wilson Medical Center.

Thank
You!
The Arc of the Emerald Coast

FI

AY

T FRID
RS

CO

Stage Crafters Community Theatre, Inc.

FFEE

American Business Women’s
Association, Emerald Coast Chapter
Fort Walton Beach Medical Center

t Hollie Battle,
Amanda Evans, Tracy Lanard,
and Robyn Hicks, Community
Management Association;
Mary Wilson, Fresh Start for
Children and Families; Tracy
McCreary, American Business
Women’s Association, Emerald
Coast Chapter; and Rus Klinger,
Reeds Jewelers.

Hutchison Chiropractic Center
Destin United Methodist Church
White-Wilson Medical Center
United for a Good Cause, Inc.
Eglin Federal Credit Union
Silver Slipper Casino

CO

Warren Averett

AY

FI

T FRID
RS

FFEE

Paradise Promotions
Okaloosa Gas

t Chip Reeves, Beach Community Bank;
Adrianne Reese, Tammy’s Journeys;
Debra Hutto, Northwest Florida Blue Star
Mothers; and Mollie Biseinere,
Bizy’s Mowers and More.

EmeraldCoastTV.com
Painting with a Twist

FI
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AY
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FFEE
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Thank You To Our 2018 Sponsors!

