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Advertise, Market and Promote Your Business.
Gain Valuable Exposure. Be seen. Be noticed.

FFC
Door Prizes

Outdoor
Electronic Sign

Email
Blasts

Weekly Email
Promotional Button

Event
Sponsorship

Chamber Website
Advertising

Social Media
Advertising

First Friday
Spotlight

Coastlines
Print Publication

Your Chamber membership gives
you all these great promotional
opportunities, and so much more.

Contact us at 850-244-8191

A Message From The Chair Of The Board

TEAMWORK MAKES THE
DREAM WORK!
Greater
Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce

ON THE COVER: Discover all the ways you can cost effectively
promote your business through The Chamber's Advertising &
Promotions Program! Call Seth Lutrell at 850-244-8191 to find out
more about all the opportunities available.

AUGUST HIGHLIGHTS

See a complete August events calendar on page 17.
Find all Chamber events at www.FWBChamber.com

2 | Friday | 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
First Friday Coffee

Sponsored by Eglin Federal Credit Union
First Baptist Church Christian Life Center
21 First Street, NE, FWB

2 | Friday | 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Cabana Eyes at the FWB Chamber

Bring your eyeglass prescription and pick out some fashionable
frames at great prices from Cabana Ed Mitchell of Cabana Eyes Optical. (You don’t have to be a Chamber member to take advantage
of this terrific offer.)

8 | Thursday | 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Nothing But Networking

At Red Lobster
326 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SW, FWB
$15 for Members; $20 for Non-Members
Register Early at FWBChamber.com

13 | Tuesday | 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Business After Hours
SPECIAL DATE & TIME!

Sponsored by Emerald Coast Convention Center
“Wine and Art Walk”
1250 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE, FWB

21

| Thursday | 5:30 p.m.

Italy Travel Seminar

At the Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce
34 SE Miracle Strip Pkwy., FWB

Similarly, your Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce
staff does the same thing for day-to-day operations and events
to run in a smooth manner. We see the smiling faces of chamber
staff at each chamber function interacting with members while
running the show in the background with ease. I want to take this article to thank the Greater Fort
Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce Staff for everything they do for the members.
CFO, Bank of England Mortgage

Thank you, Eppi Azzaretto – Director of Marketing and PR; Rachelle Graves – Director of Special
Events: Dayna Stinebiser – Information Specialist; Chrissy Flannigan – Director of Accounting; Camille Webster – Membership Specialist; Debbie Dodge – Membership Specialist; and Seth Luttrell
– Director of Operations for everything you do. This team of seven, led by the Chamber CEO, Ted
Corcoran does an amazing job for the benefit of you, the member.
Thousands of hours are spent on regular events such as First Friday Coffee, Nothing but Networking, Business After Hours, committee meetings and annual events. These events are solely for the
benefit of the Chamber members for you to grow your business and your network. They all do this
without personal recognition for the greater good of the Chamber. Chamber staff has also made
my position as Chair of the Board a great experience and help in countless ways. My sincerest
appreciation for all that you do for the Chamber and our membership!
As we roll through the third quarter of the year, we will begin the process of electing seven new
board members for the upcoming year under incoming Chair, Vince Mayfield of Bit Wizards. If you
have been involved with the Chamber for several years and want to become a part of the leadership in the Chamber, consider running for the Board of Directors. As you can imagine, being a
board member has additional commitments that are extremely rewarding in your business and
your community leadership. If you have been in one of the multiple committees of the Chamber,
consider a leadership role in the committee. This is a great jumpstart to furthering your “Chamber
resume” to propel you into a position to running for the Board of Directors in future years.
If you haven’t been able to be on a committee and want to get involved, look at the numerous
committees offered by the Chamber. This is a great way to get involved and Take Charrrge in our
community. Volunteering your time and efforts for the many initiatives we have going on adds to
the efficiency of teamwork in building consensus in our region.
Make it a great August!
Taking Charrrge!

Chamber Staff
TED CORCORAN, IOM
SETH LUTTRELL
EPPI AZZARETTO
RACHELLE GRAVES, IOM
DAYNA STINEBISER
CHRISSY FLANIGAN
DEBBIE DODGE
CAMILLE WEBSTER
PATRICIA PAYNE

Matt Turpin
Chair of the Board

Teamwork makes the dream work: a phrase that is often used,
seldom experienced to its fullest, and is usually on some cat poster. Mirriam-Webster’s definition of teamwork is “work done by
several associates with each doing a part but all subordinating
personal prominence to the efficiency of the whole.” At Bank of
England Mortgage, we all must be working as a team to meet
our strategic advantage of 21 days clear to close. Loan officers,
processors, underwriters and management all must do their part
while putting aside personal acknowledgement in order to close
each loan on time.

President/CEO
Director of Operations
Director of Marketing/PR
Director of Special Events
Information Specialist
Director of Accounting
Membership Specialist
Retention Specialist
Invaluable Volunteer

Matt Turpin
Your 2019 Chair
COASTLINES is a publication of the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of
Commerce located at 34 SE Miracle Strip Pkwy., Fort Walton Beach, Florida 32548.
Ph 850.244.8191 Fax 850.244.1935.
Submit information to Eppi Azzaretto at eppi@fwbchamber.org
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2019 CHAMBER LEADERSHIP TEAM
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

A Message From The FWBC President

How are Things in Fort Walton
Beach?

MATT TURPIN | Bank of England Mortgage
Chair of the Board

VINCE MAYFIELD | Bit-Wizards

If I haven’t seen someone in a while, this, of course, is the first—perhaps
only—question they might ask: “How are things in Fort Walton Beach?”

2020 Chair of the Board-Elect

BILL ROBERTS
Barnes Insurance & Financial Service

I answer them honestly. I believe most everyone is happy; business is strong;
there are not a lot of big issues plaguing our City/County. So all is good!
The only negatives? “Sure is hot!” and ‘Traffic Sucks!” And that later comment is multiplied 100 fold when you ask, “How are things in Destin?”

Immediate Past Chair

STEPHEN PERKINS | Warren Averett
Treasurer

HEATHER RUIZ | Destin Commons

Section Chair - Professional Development

MARK HAMRICK | Center Line Associates
Section Chair – Community

JASON FLOYD | JDF Architecture
Section Chair – Special Events

STEVE BAXTER | Baxter Insurance
Section Chair – Business to Business

OXANA SOLOVIEVA
OxanaSol Commercial Real Estate
Section Chair – Networking

BOARD OF DIRECTORS TERM 2019-2021
BARBARA BRITT

EDDIE SPRINGLE

LISA CURRY

PAUL STINEBISER

DIANE FRASER

TERM 2017-2019

KIM DENMAN

JASON FLOYD

MARK HAMRICK

OLEN HOLSTON

VINCE MAYFIELD

LESLIE MOLAND

DONNA TASHIK

I would like to remind our Chamber members that our Board and Staff are always ready to meet to share
suggestions on best Chamber practices, as well as discuss updates on our perspectives as to what is going
on in town. Consider us Live Google for our Community! After a recent meeting with a Chamber member,
they wrote back to share their successes and referred to me as ‘Everyone’s favorite problem solver -- A
trusted client advisor who brings companies the solutions they need’! Wow, that was cool!

Ted Corcoran
President/CEO

MELISSA ALLEGRETTO

VICKI TARRO

Okaloosa County and the FWB Community are definitely moving forward. Now that the Superintendent of
Schools issue has been settled, we can confidently forge ahead. I really can’t think of anything else “Big”
that our County/City needs to handle – that they are not working on already.

We are here to help. Thanks for your membership and your support of our Community!

STEVE BAXTER

HEATHER RUIZ

The County is working very diligently on the PJ Adams road project with Triumph Committee stipulations.
And the County and our cities are beginning to invest in some long-overdue projects utilizing the half-cent
surtax funds.

GUS GUSOFF

DAVID PRESNELL

TERM 2018-2020

Ted Corcoran, IOM
President/CEO

Our City Council/staff are working on these projects: Around the Mound; the
Downtown Master Plan—including The Landing renovation; the Bridge; and
the Commerce/Technology park. All these projects are moving our community forward.

Moving Forward Together

PATRICIA PAYNE
OXANA SOLOVIEVA
TRACY STAGE

LIFE DIRECTORS
C. LEDON ANCHORS
CHARLES D. BURGESS
JIM GLENN
KATHY HOUCHINS
C. H. LONG
BRUCE MARSHALL
JEANNE RIEF
JOYCE SANDERS
H. GENE SMITH
LISA JO SPENCER
KENNETH WILLIAMSON

(Deceased)
(Deceased)

(Deceased)
(Deceased)
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EFCU Honors Jerry Williams, President/CEO for 25 Years of Service
Jerry Williams joined the Eglin Federal Credit
Union (EFCU) management team in July 1994 as
Vice President of Data Processing. In 2005 he was
promoted to Senior Vice President/CIO and in
November 2014 was named President/CEO. In his
capacity as President/CEO, Jerry oversees $2 Billion
in assets, manages a staff of over 350 employees,
and serves 120,000 Credit Union members worldwide.
Jerry is very involved in the community. He is a
member of the Fort Walton Beach Chamber of
Commerce Military Affairs Committee and served
as its Chairman in 2017. He is currently serving as
Treasurer on the Fisher House of the Emerald Coast
Board. He has served as Honorary Commander of

the 24th SOW at Hurlburt Field and as Civic Leader
to the Commander of Air Education and Training Command headquartered at JBSA-Randolph
Brooks AFB in San Antonio, Texas representing the
33rd Fighter Wing, Eglin AFB. Most recently, Jerry
was nominated for the prestigious General Lewis H.
Brereton award by The Air Force Association (FL).
The Brereton award is presented annually to a Florida civilian who has made significant contributions
to the Air Force and its service men and women.
Eglin Federal Credit Union’s officials and staff
congratulate Jerry on becoming a member of
the National Association of Federal Credit Union’s
Quarter Century Club in recognition of his 25 years
of service to the credit union industry.

Jerry Williams, President & CEO of EFCU

"PUBLIX Serves Day” At Opportunity Place
On Tuesday, April 2, 2019 more than 23 employees from Publix stores
in Fort Walton Beach and Crestview volunteered at Opportunity
Place on Lovejoy Rd in Fort Walton Beach as part of Publix Serves
Day, which is a volunteer campaign dedicated to serving in the
community.
“Everyone had a great time painting rooms, organizing the pantry
and doing yard work for this local shelter,” stated Jim Watterson,
District Manager for Publix Super Market. “Publix Serves Day is all
about giving back to our local communities, so helping a shelter for
families and single women who are homeless was perfect.“
A big shout out goes to Charlie Kessler, Store Manager of Bent
Creek Plaza Publix’s in Crestview for organizing the day and getting
all the supplies. Opportunity Place, Inc. is also the recipient of a
$2,500 check from Publix Super Markets Charities, Inc. For ways to
get engaged at Opportunity Place, Inc. go to www.opifwb.org or
call 850-659-3190.
4 | AUGUST 2019 | WWW.FWBCHAMBER.COM | THE GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

Renée Pellegrino New ECCAC
Board Member

Fort Walton Beach Medical Center
Welcomes New Chief Nursing Officer

Recently joining the
Emerald Coast Children’s Advocacy
Center (ECCAC) board,
Renée Pellegrino is a
Destin resident who
has spent the last 16
years in the area after
relocating here from
New York.

Fort Walton Beach Medical Center welcomes new leadership,
Caroline Stewart, RN, as Chief
Nursing Officer.

After spending 15+
years as a commercial
lender in the banking industry prior to
children, she currently
works part time for a
real estate agency. Pellegrino has a Bachelor
in Science in Finance
from Utica College of
Syracuse University and
an MBA from Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute.
Long-time friends with
ECCAC supporters Caroline May and Shaun
Eubanks, she became
familiar with the various
efforts of the non-profit
organization and has
served on the Gala &
Golf committee. Her
community involvement has revolved
around area school/
athletic fundraising and
she was an active and
then sustaining member of Junior League in
three states for 16 years.
As well, she was a past
board member for the
Center for Children and
Families when she lived
in Shreveport, Louisiana.
“Unfortunately, approximately 1,100 cases of
child sexual and physical abuse are reported
annually in Okaloosa
and Walton Counties,

this is an average of
three a day. I am looking forward to raising
awareness of ECCAC’s
mission through my
contacts in the community and I hope to
help increase fundraising efforts for them,”
commented Pellegrino.
“Anything we can do to
help impacted children
is a step in the right
direction.”
The Emerald Coast Children’s Advocacy Center (ECCAC) provides
services in a childfriendly environment
to help identify, treat
and support children
in abusive situations.
The non-profit organization helps prevent
child abuse through
education, protects
child victims from future
abuse, and provides
resources to restore the
lives of the impacted

child and the child’s
family. ECCAC serves
Okaloosa and Walton
counties and houses
representatives from
the Florida Department of Children and
Families, Child Protection Team, State Attorney’s Office, local law
enforcement, licensed
mental health counselors, and ECCAC’s
staff and volunteers.
Over the past 18 years,
ECCAC has provided
more than 60,000 services at no cost to over
12,000 children.
For further information about the Emerald Coast Children’s
Advocacy Center,
visit www.eccac.org
or call 850-833-9237.
If abuse is suspected,
call the anonymous
Florida Abuse Hotline at
1-800-96-ABUSE.

Caroline is an accomplished and
dedicated healthcare leader
with over 20 years of nursing experience and over 20 years in
leadership positions.
Caroline
has successfully implemented
strategic initiatives in the areas of
patient experience, safety, and
financial stewardship resulting in
exceptional quality metrics, decreased LOS, improved productivity, improved employee engagement and HCAHPS results.
She has a diverse background
that has contributed to her development as a dynamic healthcare leader including serving as,
Director of Critical Care, Director of Education for a level one
Trauma Center, and an Associate
Chief Nursing Officer. Caroline is
also a successful graduate of the
HCA Executive Development Program in Houston, TX.
Caroline has most recently served
as the Chief Nursing Officer at Citrus Memorial Hospital in Inverness,
Florida, an HCA Healthcare facility, since 2015. Caroline earned her
Masters of Science in Nursing from
The University of Texas Health Science Center and earned her MBA

from Texas Women’s University and
is currently studying for a DNP with
American Sentinel University. She
is a member of American College
of Healthcare Executives (ACHE),
American Organization of Nurse
Executives, Florida Nurses Association, Sigma Theta Tau and Alpha
Kappa Alpha.
“Caroline brings great experience
and many successes to our organization”, states Mitch Mongell, CEO
of Fort Walton Beach Medical
Center. “We are excited to have
her join our leadership team and
look forward to the initiatives she
will bring to continue to move us
forward”.

presented by

Friendship Veterinary Hospital
Saturday, October 12
Lisa Jackson Park
338 Miracle Strip Pkwy.

AUGUST 2019 | WWW.FWBCHAMBER.COM | THE GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE | 5

A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

Destin Commons' 9th Annual Smoke on the Coast BBQ
& Firework Festival a Huge Success – Raises More than
$88,000 for 18 Local Charities

The 9th annual Smoke on the
Coast BBQ and Firework Festival on July 3rd, 2019 brought together locals and visitors alike to
celebrate Independence and
local charities. In total, the event
raised $88,000 for 18 local nonprofits, making this the biggest
donation to date.

3rd – Brightview Landscaping/
Taylor Haugen Foundation
4th – Buh’s BBQ/Junior League
of the Emerald Coast
5th – Big Red Truck/Boys & Girls
Clubs of the Emerald Coast

"Smoke on the Coast has become Destin Commons’ way to
kick-off patriotic festivities surrounding the 4th of July. It is our
way of bringing together the locals and visitors of our community in celebration of our country
while giving back in a BIG way!"

Judge’s Pick Awards
1st – Smokin Hot Wheels BBQ/
Niceville Rotary Club
2nd – Café Rico/Dog Harmony
3rd – Cold Creek BBQ/ Heritage
Museum of Northwest Florida
4th – Destin Rotary Club
5th – Bowtie BBQ/Emerald Coast
Science Center

- Heather Ruiz, Senior Director of Marketing & Leasing at Destin Commons

BBQ aficionados enjoyed $1
samples from 18 area restaurants
and BBQ groups and gave their
vote for their favorite as People's
Choice winners. Awards were
also given for Judge's Pick and
Most Spirited. The winners are as
follows:
People’s Choice Awards
1st – Destin Rotary Club
2nd – Hub City Smokehouse/
Habitat for Humanity

People's Choice 1st Place:
Destin Rotary Club

Judge's Pick 1st Place: Smokin'
Hot Wheels BBQ/ Niceville Rotary
Spirit Awards
1st – Boys & Girls Clubs of the
Emerald Coast
2nd – Destin Rotary Club
3rd – Gulf Coast Council Boys
Scouts of America
4th – Dog Harmony
5th – Taylor Haugen Foundation

Women's Self Protection
Seminar Reaches 28,000
Student Milestone

Spirit Awards 1st Place: Boys &
Girls Club of the Emerald Coast
Over the years, this event has
evolved from a small philanthropic initiative to the way our
community begins the celebration of freedom and American
pride. So we had to ask the question to our event attendees, "Are
you proud to be an American?"
"Are we proud Americans, are
you kidding? We have 500
proud Americans at our village.
We represent them and give
them a place to live. We have
military spouses from all over
the world, the Air Force enlisted
retirees, and we couldn't be
more proud to represent the Air
Force Enlisted Village."
- Ryan Price, Community Relations
for Air Force Enlisted Village

"Oh man I am so patriotic, I am
so proud of our men and women
that fight for our freedom and I
believe in the American flag and
everything it represents."
- Marcia Hull, CEO of Mattie Kelly
Arts Foundation
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Grand Master Joe Cayer, owner of Emerald
Coast Martial Arts (ECMA) received an award
from the Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office for
reaching a milestone in his women's self protection seminars. Teaching seminars since 1979,
he recently reached his 28,000th self protection
seminar student.
Sensei Cayer started out teaching the seminars
alone with sometimes more than 150 women in
attendance. Today with the help of his staff of
black belt student volunteers, he continues to
teach women the vital information needed to
protect themselves in almost any situation. His
next goal is 30,000 and he is already off to a
great start.
Women’s self defense seminars are free and
open to all women ages 13 and up. Children's
self defense and corporate self defense classes
are also offered. For information on upcoming
self defense classes please call 850-664-KICK.

A P P L A U S E | We salute the businesses and individuals making a difference in our community!

OB/GYN Doctor Joins Sacred Heart Medical Group in Miramar Beach
Obstetrician-gynecologist
Dr.
Blakele Bakker has joined Sacred Heart Medical Group’s regional network of doctors. Dr.
Bakker will practice at Sacred
Heart Hospital on the Emerald
Coast, located at 7720 U.S. Hwy.
98 West, Medical Office Building,
Suite 310 in Miramar Beach.

GYNs Dr. Yolanda Jones, Dr.
Anne Whitlock, Dr. Brett Tidwell,
as well as nurse practitioner Rebecca Block. She is accepting
new patients and most major
insurances. For information or
to schedule an appointment,
call 850-267-2961 or visit sacredheartmedicalgroup.com.

Dr. Bakker will perform inpatient
and outpatient gynecologic
surgery, including hysterectomies, vaginal reconstruction
and pelvic floor surgery. She will
also provide prenatal care and
deliver babies at Sacred Heart’s
Family Birth Place.

Dr. Bakker graduated with her
master’s degree in biomedical
science from Georgia College
and State University in Georgia. She received her medical
degree from Florida State University College of Medicine in
Tallahassee, Florida and she
completed the OB/GYN residency program through the University of Tennessee Chattanooga

Dr. Bakker joins the office of Sacred Heart Medical Group OB/

in Chattanooga, Tenn.
Dr. Bakker is a junior fellow of the
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, and
she is a resident member of the
American Association of Gynecologic Laparoscopists.
Sacred Heart Medical Group
offers the largest network of primary care and specialty physicians in Northwest Florida, with
more than 80 locations and 300
providers along the Gulf Coast
from Gulf Shores, Ala., to Apalachicola, Fla. To find a physician
and request an appointment,
call 850-416-2337 or visit www.
healthcare.ascension.org.

Mattie Kelly Arts Foundation Names Kelly Pierre as 2019
Festival of the Arts Poster Art Contest Winner
Mattie Kelly Arts Foundation (MKAF) names
popular Destin artist, Kelly Pierre, the 2019 Festival of the Arts poster contest winner. Born and
raised in Southern Louisiana, Kelly Pierre’s passion for arts sparked at a young age. As a child,
Pierre spent a lot of his time sketching marine
life from the deck of his family’s shrimping boat.
He uses multiple mediums, oils, acrylics, clay,
wood, and metal because Pierre believes that
working with just one media is restrictive to his
artistic process and prefers to allow each idea
to manifest on its own. Pierre’s studio is located
on the Harborwalk Village in Destin where he
finds inspiration in the wildlife and beauty of the
local Gulf.
"People come here from everywhere, they
come here for the water and it is what attracts
everybody. The beautiful sand and the water. I
think the vibe here is awesome and they want
to take that home with them. " - Kelly Pierre
As the annual poster art contest winner, Pierre
receives a cash prize of $500. The winning poster
becomes the signature artwork to promote the
24th annual festival poster, postcards, the festival guide, t-shirts, and souvenirs, on the MKAF
website, social media pages and more. Festival
attendees are invited to view Pierre's winning
art at this year’s Festival of the Arts, where the
artwork will be available for purchase.
"Our Festival team takes pride in providing a

unique cultural experience for art enthusiasts of
all ages. Every year, we welcome back some
of our previous year's award-winning artists
and introduce new and seasoned artists to the
eclectic mix of a premier fine arts show. "
- Deb Nissley, MKAF Festival Producer
Known as one of Northwest Florida’s premier
fine arts shows, the MKAF Festival of the Arts is
one of the most anticipated cultural events of
the year. The 24th annual event is set for October 26-27, 2019 at the Mattie Kelly Cultural Arts
Village in Destin.
During the Festival, more than 100 premier artists from across the United States and Europe will
offer up their original artwork in the form of oil,
watercolor, acrylic, and glass paintings; photography, sculpture, pottery, wood, paper, fiber, mosaics, mixed media, jewelry designs and
more in order to compete for $10,000 in cash
prizes in 27 award categories, including the
coveted “Best in Show” and “People’s Choice
Award” which is selected by festival fans. The
Festival also features a Collaborative Art Exhibit, which showcases select artwork of more than
60 community adult and student artists.
A celebration of art, music, food and family fun,
special features of the festival include a live music lineup, hands-on arts, and craft activities for
children, souvenir posters and t-shirts, art raffle
and more. A diverse menu is served up by local

restaurants and food trucks as well as a wine
and beer garden including soft drinks and water.
General admission of $5 per person helps to
fund the Foundation’s annual cultural outreach
activities and programs. Children 12 and under
are free.
To make a tax-deductible donation or provide
corporate sponsorships or learn more about the
Festival of the Arts, visit mattiekellyartsfoundation.org or call (850) 650-2226. The deadline for
sponsorship opportunities is September 20, 2019.
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Join a collective voice to make a difference in your community.

JUNE | MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
Edward Jones Financial Advisor Paul Stinebiser
Professional IT & Security Users Group (PITSUG)
McLaughlin Mortuary
Grifols Biomat
Brodie Bowman Orthodontics
Accounting and Financial Women’s Alliance
Computer Help
Downtown FWB Org. Inc.
Emerald Coast Cleaning Professionals
Gulf Coast Electric
McMahon & Hadder Insurance, Inc.
Okaloosa Heart and Vascular Center
Sacred-X-Pressions Tattoo Studio
Seaspray Condominium Association, Inc.

Bellevue University
Emerald Coast Bar & Grill
Fairfield Inn and Suites – Crestview
FNBT Bank
Fort Walton Beach Medical Center
Fubar Pizza Bar
Jimmy’s Gun & Pawn Shop, Inc.
Lee Nissan
Mr. Rooter Plumbing of NWF
Musical Echoes Native American Flute Festival
Randy Wise Homes, Inc.
Realty House Commercial Properties
Saltmarsh Cleaveland & Gund, CPA
Shalimar Elementary School

The Flooring Authority
Uptown Station
Panhandle United Roller Derby
Arby’s dba Beavers, Inc.
Auer Marine
Better Business Bureau of Northwest Florida
Emerald Coast Crime Stoppers
HarborWalk Village
Jim ‘N Nick’s Bar-B-Q
Miracle Strip Body Shop, Inc.
Navarre Press
Neal Bern Insurance, Inc./Allstate Agency
Property Pros
The Meridian at Westwood
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United Methodist Children’s Home – NWFL
Conexion Media Group
Dermatology Specialists of Florida
Four Points by Sheraton
Covenant Care
Jobs4U, Inc.

MEMBERS GET IT.

Welcome!

New Members
June
JESSE GREAR

WKRG News 5 and The Gulf Coast CW
220 West Garden Street, Ste. 223
Pensacola, 32502 • 251-662-2950

TAKE A TRIP

Take a Coastlines!

Our Chamber Members are going to some pretty interesting places these days – and they’re taking some great reading material along with
them for a little touch of home. If you choose to take your Coastlines with you on a trip or vacation, take a photo and share it with us!
Send your photos to eppi@fwbchamber.org

PATRICK RYAN

YES for Okaloosa Schools
Niceville, 32578 • 850-543-1430

TIFFANI NGUYEN

Polish Wax & Nail Bar
21 Eglin Pkwy, SE
Fort Walton Beach, 32548 • 850-812-6800

NICOLE FLOYD

Hair Culture Studio
77 Beal Pkwy, SE
Fort Walton Beach, 32548 • 850-296-2959

NANCY AMBINDER

Arbonne International
Santa Rosa Beach, 32459 • 850-502-6662

EILEEN REILLY

Hand and Stone Massage & Facial Spa
34940 Emerald Coast Pkwy, Suite 109
Destin, 32451 • 732-740-6390

OWEN THOMPSON

Express Employment Professionals
757 Ashley Drive
Crestview, 32536 • 850-500-5627

CHELSEA EVANS

Shalimar Eye Care
10 Old Ferry Rd.
Shalimar, 32579 • 850-613-6588

SIMONE SCHMITT

The Bavarian’s Wirsthaus
24 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE
Fort Walton Beach, 32548 • 850-226-8115

p

Debbie Dodge (Mary Kay
and the FWB Chamber), with her
daughter Julia and future son-inlaw Bruce, at one of her favorite
places – Pickity Place in Mason,
NH. This enchanted home was
built in 1786 and was the inspiration
for a 1948 Golden Book version of
Little Red Riding Hood. They enjoyed lunch complete with herbs
and edible flowers.

p Former Chair Nick Chubb and
his wife Janet may have moved to
North Carolina, but they still love to
read Coastlines! They spent their
recent wedding anniversary driving through DC traffic (yikes!), but
were rewarded the next morning
by picking up their new 2019 Corvette. It was a beautiful 450-mile
drive home through the Shenandoah Valley.

u Kim Denman (Gateway Payments) and her husband Barry
went to visit family in NW Arkansas
over the Fourth of July holiday.
They took some time to enjoy Beaver Lake, along with their muchloved dogs.

q

Jan Pooley (Tastefully
Simple) attended the Rotary
International Convention in Hamburg, Germany, and took her
Coastlines along to catch up on
some home town news.

JO WILLIAMS

It’s a Cinch Moving, Inc.
P. O. Box 573
Niceville, 32588 • 850-200-3176

JEFF CHERRY

Cherry Wealth Advisors
501 Mary Esther Cutoff, NW, Ste. 6
Fort Walton Beach, 32548 • 50-243-7799

ANN MEYERS

Belvedere Commons Fort Walton Beach
200 Principal Lane
Fort Walton Beach, 32547 • 850-243-7735

CAROL ANDERSON

Emerald Coast Wildlife Refuge
3051 Clapton Circle
Navarre, 32566 • 850-650-1880

Join Today!

t

Juanita Harvin of
Eurway Tours recently
visited New Orleans
and read her Coastlines while she sipped
her coffee (and
maybe enjoyed
a beignet?) at
historic Café du
Monde.
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Military Affairs Committee|Military Ladies

Barbara J. Britt

Barbara J. Britt, LLC
2019 MAC Chair

Through teaching for over 35 years at
Fort Walton Beach HS, working for Military
Child, serving as an Honorary Commander for Hurlburt Field and 1st Battalion 7th
Special Forces, and being a Navy brat,
I felt like I had a good working knowledge of our military. The longer I am in
MAC, I find that I have not even began
to scratch the surface. Think about going
to work, taking care of a family, going to
school, church, and life in general. Then
think that you really live your work -- you
may be asked to deploy in a moment’s
notice. Or how about you get on a plane
and leave for work and don’t come back
home for months on end.
Just when I started to think I knew a little
about what obstacles the military men,
women, and families encountered, I was
asked to speak to the LADIES Council on
Hurlburt Field. First of all, what an incredible honor to serve those who serve us!

The LADIES Council (Leading and Developing Innovative, Empowered SistersIn-Arms) .is one of the factors that I feel
makes the military so incredible. As the
name says, the organization was formed
by Kiana Walker because she had a vision of women empowering women in a
very male-dominated organization.
The organization was founded April 4,
2018 as a special interest group and later
accepted as a recognized private organization on Hurlburt Field, FL. Though the
home-base rests in Florida, the organization is reaching for global recognition and
participation. It presently has amassed
over 65 members spanning across several
bases since its conception.
Their goal is to support and empower
women through mentorship, professional development and the creation of
invaluable partnerships with surround-

ing communities. The LADIES Council
focuses on promoting a culture of inclusion among women, while also building
the professional and personal esteem of
our newest military members. The Council encourages the highest standard of
conduct, optimizes life and mission readiness and opens up trusted communication between the members of their organizations.
We strive to invest in each member of
the council by building their resiliency,
professional and leadership capabilities
and quality of life. The council pursues
this goal by creating events that center
around self-improvement and self-love.
Some of these events include books,
studies, and intimate lectures by dynamic
speakers. We feel that by investing in the
well-being of each member, we can help
create a better community for everyone,
both on and off base.

RPM Committee| Is RPM a good fit for you?
According to the “How Stuff Works” website, business networking is the building
and growing relationships amongst likeminded people with common goals. If
your goal is to get to know like-minded
people and grow your business, RPM is a
good fit for you!

Kent Vancil

Cox Business Security
Solutions
2019 RPM Chair

We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of every
month at the Chamber office at 8 am.
Guest speakers are always welcome.
To be a guest speaker, contact me,
Kent Vancil at kent.vancil@cox.com or
Seth Luttrell at the Chamber (seth@fwbchamber.org). You just need to provide
light refreshments to hold your spot. For

more about the RPM committee, visit
our page on the Chamber website at
https://www.fwbchamber.org/committees and select RPM.
What are the benefits of RPM and networking? RPM gives you visibility in the
Chamber and the community. We most
recently hosted the July First Friday Coffee, and we will host the award-winning
Business After Hours event in October!
Last year’s event at The Island was a
blast!
Why network with RPM? We help you
chisel that elevator introduction and

sharpen your business acumen with
ideas and tips. Together we help each
other and celebrate success whenever
we can with the occasional after-work
social at one of our members’ business
locations.
Instead of drawing a blank when a client or customer asks you about a service for a business, you can now refer
your friends and colleagues that are
part of RPM and the Chamber! Instead
of “I’m not sure,” you can feel confident
in saying “I know someone who can
help you!”

C.A.R.E. Committee Featured Non-Profit: Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity in Okaloosa County is a nonprofit Christian organization dedicated to eliminating substandard housing in our community. We
build homes and provide affordable mortgages
for hard working families that are not able to purchase a home on their own. One recent Habitat
Homebuyer, a single mom with three kids, is the
only one in her family for two generations that has
been able to purchase a home. Spurred on by
memories of family gatherings at her grandmother’s home and the sense of belonging and secu-

rity that gave her, she made time in her busy life to
work over 300 hours to make her dream of homeownership come true; for a home that her children
would not need to move out of while they finish
school; a home they can always come back to in
the future. Stability and financial strength not only
helps the family right now, it continues to affect
lives for generations to come. Thanks to generous
volunteers and community support, we have built
62 homes in Okaloosa County. We are currently
accepting applications for Habitat Home #63.
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For more information about homeownership and
how you can get involved please visit our website:
www.habitatfwb.org.

Tourism Committee|Pluses and Minuses
Tourism is an emotive subject particularly
for those who live in areas that benefit or
suffer (depending on your point of view)
from tourist visitation. For those of us who
live and work in Okaloosa County, our
viewpoint is often influenced by why
we’re here and how we got here. Were
you born and bred here or did you arrive
from somewhere else? If the latter, was it
by choice or by an external, third party
decision? Again, if it was an external
reason, what is your reason for staying?
I believe the answers to those questions
may have an impact on your view of the
benefits of tourism.

Martin Owen

The Owen Organization
Co-Chair, 2019 Tourism
Committee

I’ll be honest up front and say that I
moved here because I wanted to (and I
married a local girl!). I’ve stayed because
I love the area and the people. I’ve been
in the travel and tourism business all my
life and in different parts of the world. I
love the industry and (from my point of
view) can see the benefits that tourism
can bring. I’m also enough of a realist to
see that not all the effects of tourism are
“a good thing,” but being aware of that
helps the management of it.

Over the next few months, I’d like to
examine the effects of tourism on Okaloosa County and help us all to decide
if the pluses outweigh the minus effects.
To kick off, let’s look at our population
and trends that are happening. Currently (2018 figures) the population of
the county is 205,497. Our numbers
have grown by 12,761 over the past 5
years and are projected to increase by
9,600 in the next 5 years. The total number of people of working age - over 15
- is 166,692 with some 97,522 employed
and 2,668 unemployed. That leaves
69,170 (not including the 38,805 under
15 year olds) who are not in the work
force either because they choose not
to be or are retired. That’s just over one
third of the population.
Enough figures - for the moment.
Suffice to say a large number of our fellow citizens have chosen to stay here
and not be part of the workforce, and
why not? It is after all, a beautiful area.
The beaches ,the Gulf, and the Bay

are incomparable. The inland areas
are similarly great places to live. The
weather is marvelous. We’re blessed
with wonderful watersports, amazing
fishing, and other leisure activities. We
have more superb restaurants than you
could shake a stick at, and the shopping opportunities are terrific. The arts
and culture shine. We’re well connected by roads and air services.
All these plus points apply just as much
to the working population as to those
out of the workforce, which would encourage those thinking of retiring (estimated to be 59,000 “retiring soon”) to
remain.
So, next month I’ll start looking and how
our tourism helps keep this our piece of
Paradise.
(Statistics from the UWF Haas Center for
Business Research, Okaloosa County
Economy Overview)

Your Chamber Membership|The Power of a Compliment
So...how did you do? Did smiling and
saying “Hi” to people you encounter
while doing life bring you joy, or was it
a huge step out of your comfort zone?
Probably both if you’re like most! I’m
sure you brought joy to everyone you
greeted, and even though challenging
and scary, practice in making eye contact with others will become easier the
more you do it!
Let’s add one more thing...after you
smile and say “Hi”, pay a genuine com-

pliment. Perhaps she’s a caring mother, he opened the door for you, she has
a cute haircut, he gave you fabulous
service...there are loads of opportunities out there when you purposefully
look for them! When we compliment
others, it takes the focus off of us, which
is helpful if we’re feeling insecure. How
can we feel negative if we’re saying
something positive to another person?
Paying sincere compliments also builds
trust because we’re making others feel
appreciated, and the more we build

up others, the more we build up ourselves. Being kind with our words gives
others permission to do the same!
As you head out each day, set a goal
for how many compliments you plan
to give. Purposefully look for wonderful
things to say to others. You will brighten
the day of everyone you speak with,
while at the same time boosting your
confidence and perhaps develop new
business and personal connections!

Debbie Dodge

FWB Chamber Membership Specialist & Mary Kay
Independent Sales Director, Debbie@fwbchamber.org

FWBChamber

Greater
Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce

– where you’ll find all kinds of fun and informative
videos. From a road tour of the Brooks Bridge Replacement and the Around-the-Mound
plans – to event videos – or get a Blast from the Past with Chamber classics like “Chamber
Mingle” and Ted’s appearance as Christopher Columbus. You’ll laugh, you’ll be informed
– who knows, maybe you’ll eat popcorn!
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Greater
Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce

OUR MISSION...

... is to strengthen local businesses and enhance the quality of life in our community
by providing services which help businesses help themselves.

Clean Eatz

Pallet Bar & Grill

1191 B Eglin Parkway
Shalimar, 32579 | 850-613-6880

449 Eglin Pkwy, NE
Fort Walton Beach, 32547 | 850-863-1399

Polish Wax & Nail Bar

Gulf Coast Trade Exchange

21 Eglin Pkwy, SE
Fort Walton Beach, 32548 | 850-812-6800
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2525 West Fairfield Drive
Pensacola, 32505 | 850-434-5278

Business Leaders Together Luncheon

2130099

Caring

Implementing Fraud Control For Employee Theft

for your loved ones as
if they are our own.

NF-11047008

Call today to schedule your personal tour & complimentary lunch!

2000 Principal Lane (off Mar Walt Dr.) Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547
www.belvederecommonsfortwaltonbeach.com • 850.243.7735

Assisted Living Lic. # 9819

Saturday, October 12
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
presented by
Friendship Veterinary Hospital

Lisa Jackson Park
338 Miracle Strip Pkwy.

SAVE
THE
DATE
Sponsored by Carr, Riggs & Ingram with the
assistance of the Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office.

Tuesday, September 10
11:30 am.
$30 per person/ $300 for a table of eight
at The Island, 1500 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE
Buy your tickets at FWB Chamber.com

The Historic Gulfview
Welcome Center & Museum
of Fort Walton Beach, Florida

Visit us at the Official

Fort Walton Beach
Gift Shop!
		Unique gifts, apparel, books and
Greater
		
Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce

souvenirs of Fort Walton Beach

115 Miracle Strip Pkwy., SE |In the heart of downtown FWB!
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BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

It’s always exciting to attend the Business After Hours sponsored by Silver Slipper Casino Hotel!
And it’s particularly thrilling when the event is held at Clemenza’s at Uptown Station – with fantastic
food, great drinks, and amazing prizes offered by John and his staff at Silver Slipper! They are
always so generous with their prizes – and the winners were all excited to be going to the hotel
and casino.

Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce

SPECIAL
DATE & TIME!
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

JOIN US IN AUGUST! | TUESDAY, AUGUST 13 | 5:00 to 7:00 PM
Emerald Coast Convention Center – 1250 Miracle Strip Pkwy, Fort Walton Beach
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Greater
Fort Walton Beach

Greater
Fort Walton Beach

Chamber of Commerce

Chamber of Commerce

Chamber volunteers come from so many corners of our community – and we appreciate you all!

Here are just a few of the loyal Chamber volunteers
that we caught in the act!

A heartfelt thanks for all you do!
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Nothing But

NETWORKING

Our July Nothing But Networking found us eating terrific food from a

Market 21 Coastal Provisions (now doing catering only – but soon to

be available in their brick and mortar store on Mary Esther Cutoff). And to
make it even better, we were gathered at Enlightened Studios, a cool
new downtown venue for music, food, fun and recording.

Cole Huffer, owner of Enlightened Studios, told us about
his business’s journey from a home recording studio to this
great new venue in downtown FWB.

Our speakers were Jason Monroe
from Bit-Wizards and Jessa Anderson
from Troy University.

The prize winners were as
excited about their prizes as kids
on their birthdays!

Join Us In AUGUST! | Nothing But Networking | Thursday, August 8
11:30 am to 1:00 pm | at Red Lobster, 346 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SW, Fort Walton Beach

REGISTER AND PAY IN ADVANCE AT FWBCHAMBER.COM. (PLEASE RSVP EARLY! WE HATE HAVING TO TURN WALK-INS AWAY!!)
Remember: NBN reservations must be PAID at time of reservation.
$15 Per Chamber member when you register in advance; $20 for non-members and at door if you do not RSVP.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

The FWB Chamber
offers many
opportunities to
grow your business!
C.A.R.E.
COMMITTEE

NOTHING BUT
NETWORING

For t Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce Website FWB Chamber.com
We encourage you to attend any of the Chamber’s committee meetings as a guest to see whether that particular group suits your expectations
and will help you promote your business. The regular monthly meetings are almost always held in the FWB Chamber Conference Room.
Call the Chamber at 244-8191 to reserve your spot or to get answers to your questions.

16 | Friday

2 | Friday

FWB Young Professionals| 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

First Friday Coffee | 7:00 a.m.

Sponsored by the Eglin Federal Credit Union

AMBASSADORS

REFERRAL
PARTNERS

19 | Monday

Cabana Eyes at The FWB Chamber | 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

MAC Military Affairs Committee| 11:30 a.m.

Sponsored by the Eglin Federal Credit Union

Held at the Brooks Beal Center

8 | Thursday

20 | Tuesday

Nothing But Networking | 11:30 a.m.

RPM - Referral Partners & Marketing | 8:00 a.m.

At Red Lobster
326 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SW, FWB

21 | Wednesday

9 | Friday

Ambassadors Committee | 7:45 a.m.

New Member Luncheon | 11:45 a.m.

BUSINESS
AFTER HOURS

TOURISM
COMMITTEE

12 | Monday

Italy Travel Presentation | 5:30 p.m.

13 | Tuesday

22 | Wednesday

SPECIAL DATE & TIME!

28 | Wednesday

At the Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce

C.A.R.E. Committee | 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

34 SE Miracle Strip Pkwy., FWB

Board Of Directors | 11:30 a.m.

Healthcare Committee | 8:00 a.m.
Business After Hours | 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Women Connect Committee | 11:30 a.m.

Sponsored by Emerald Coast Convention Center
“Wine and Art Walk” | 1250 Miracle Strip Pkwy, SE, FWB

MILITARY
AFFAIRS

YOUNG
PROFESSIONALS

AUGUST 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

All lasting
businesses are
built on
friendship.

First Friday Coffee
7:30am

							

HEALTHCARE
COMMITTEE

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Some people dream
of success, while
other people get up
every morning and
make it happen.
4

Always deliver more
than expected.

WOMEN
CONNECT

COMMUNITY
PERSPECTIVES

C.A.R.E.
Committee
11:30 am

11		

MAC Meeting
11:30 am
18		

Greater
Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce

12

6

26

14

Ambassadors
Meeting
7:45 am
20

Your most unhappy
customers are your
greatest source of
learning.
25		

7

Healthcare Committee
7:30 am
Business After Hours
SPECIAL DATE!
5:30pm-7:30pm 13
RPM Meeting
8:00 am

19

Cabana Eyes
9:00 am

1

Nothing But
Networking
11:30 am

5

Italy Travel Seminar
21
5:30 pm
WomenConnect
Committee
11:30am

27

SATURDAY

28

3

Your best teacher
is your last
mistake.

New Member
Lunch
11:45 am
8

Take risks.
If you succeed,
you will be happy.
If you fail, you will
be wiser.

2

9

10

16

17

FWB Young
Professionals
11:30 am
15

Board of
Directors
11:30am
22

If people are doubting how far you can
go, go so far that
you can't hear them
anymore.

29

23

Timing, perserverance
and ten years of hard
work will make you
look like an overnight
success.

30

24

31

Unless otherwise noted, ALL meetings will be held at the Fort Walton Beach Chamber Of Commerce.
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FIRST
FRIDAY
COFFEE
GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Thank you!
The July First Friday Coffee, sponsored by the RPM Committee, is always exciting because of
the very different format. The RPM members showcase their businesses in a trade show format
– and everyone really enjoy s the great information and freebies that are available.

p

Our exhibitors and attendees were all smiles
as they made their way around the room. Here Ken
Hair and Laura Moore of Children in Crisis (in blue)
chat with Marielle and Javier Ruiz from

p

Diane Fraser from the Emerald Coast Science
Center brought along their ball python Avogardo,
who shared “snuggles” with Melissa Patrick from
Bit-Wizards, while Alex Barthe (of UPS Stores), and
Kim Kurth ((from Gateway Payments) looked on
enthusiastically – but Ray Edwards (Community
Broadcasters) kept a safe distance!

p Jenni Brunson and Lisa Wright from Okaloosa Gas were ready to tell
everyone about all the advantages of using natural gas in your home.

t The Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance has offered our members the opportunity to be entered into a prize drawing for a special prize – but only if you bring a
reusable coffee mug to the event. This month, Mary Florence (Baskets by Mary) was the
lucky winner. You can be a winner, too – if you bring your reusable cup to the August FFC.
u

The 50-50 was won by Keith from The Nautilus condominium. His winnings were presented
by Chase Sparks from Special Olympics of Okaloosa County.
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FIRST FRIDAY
COFFEE
TRADE SHOW!

JULY
DOOR PRIZE
DONATIONS

Thank you!
t

Maureen Bierman from Step One Automotive
Group presented a couple of prizes – this beach
basket went to Cassidy Beale of Select Physical
Therapy.

Children in Crisis, Inc.
Bit-Wizards
Best Western Fort Walton Beachfront
Emerald Coast Science Center

FIRST
FRIDAY
COFFEE

Advanced Fire Protection Services
Okaloosa Saves
Okaloosa Gas
White-Wilson Medical Center
Dermatology Specialists of Florida
United for a Good Cause
Property Pros, LLC

t

Lisa Smith from Creative Web Solutions, LLC was
all smiles as she received a prize from Cindy Holmes,
who was representing United Way.

Cox Business
Step One Automotive Group
Cumulus Media
Legal Shield Representative Priscilla Rose
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate
EmeraldCoastTelevision.com
McMahon-Hadder Insurance, Inc.

FIRST
FRIDAY
COFFEE

Painting With a Twist
The Arc of the Emerald Coast
United Way of
Okaloosa and Walton Counties

t

The Bit-Wizard himself, Jason Monroe (at right),
seems to have made Leslie Moland from WhiteWilson Medical Center very happy. Her colleagues
Ashley Atkinson and Ronda Culverhouse were
almost as excited about her prize as Leslie was.
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Thank You To Our 2019 Chamber Sponsors!

